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TO HER GRACE 
THE DUTCHESS OF BUCCLEUGH. 

MADAM, 

In confequence of your permitting me to 
addrefs my Tranflation of the following 
Sermons to your Grace, the general appro- 
bation will be fecured to at leafl one part of 
my Publication. 

It is not your rank in the world. Madam, 
elevated as it is, which renders your pro- 
teAion of any part of the amiable Mas bil- 
lon's Works fo eminently proper; it is your 
rank in the hearts of the good and virtuous, 
fuch as he was, who will unanimoufly ac- 
knowledge the propriety of the Dedication. 

Were 
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Were I at liberty to mention inftances, 
within the fphere of my own knowledge, of 
your Grace's humanity and benevolence, 
the pleafure with which I feize this opportu- 
nity of expFeifing my veneration for your 
charadter, would be little wondered at ; nor 
would the lincerity be doubted, with which 
I fubfcribe myfelf. 

Madam, 

% Your Grace's moil refpoflful. 



► And moft obedient fervant. 

\ 

(POtUiam Dtdunuu 
1^ 
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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE 

TOTHM 

P U B L I C. 



It is equairy proper for a Tranflator, as for an Aothor, 
to give fome explanation (not apolbgy, for furely a gene* 
rous Public will require none, wben the difTeminatiao^of 
virtue is evidently the purpofe) of the prodQ£h'oir which 
he obtrudes upon the public. 

This Tranflation was at firft undertaken, merely for the 
recreation, during illnefs, of the Tranflator ; his admira- 
tion of Maffillon's abilities, increafing as he went on, he 
was induced to continue, far beyond his firft intention ; 
that animation, that un£lion, as D'Alembert fay?, which 
flowed from his pen on every fubjeA, that gentle, jret 
feeling addrefs to the hearts of his hearers, and to whicH 
the mofl indifferent could not refufe attention, flruck him 
fo forcibly, that he could not reflefi, without furptife, 
that no tranflation of %is works had as yet appeared in 
Englifh. Impreffed with a convi£lion of their moral ten- 
demr)% he determined, in confequence of the approbation 
of fome refpefiable clergymen, his friends, to publifh a 
fele£lion of fuch as, unconne3ed with local or tempo* 
rary events in France, would, in his opinion, be an ac- 
ceptable prefent to Chriflians of every denomination. He 
now offers the prefent volume to the public ; and fo im- 
preffed is he with 4 fenfe of their merit, that he is con- 
vinced 
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vinced that the weaknefx, or the inaccuracy of the Tranf- 
lation, can alone prevent a generous Public from receiving 
them favourably. 

In the Tranflation, he has endeavoured, as much as in 
him lay, to convey the meaning and fentiments of his 
Original ; in doing of which, he may perhaps be thought 
fometimes too literal ; but if the meaning be conveyed, 
furely the error is on the fafeft fide ; for many of our tranf- 
lations, may with much more propriety be called paraphrafes 
than tranflations; and, (atlcaftin the Tranflator's opinion), 
it if much better to err, in keeping rather too clofely to 
the text, than by ftudioufly avoiding the appearance of li- 
terality, to render the fenfe both obfcure and unintelligible. 
If the Tranflator be miftaken, it is an error which in fu- 
ture may eafily be corref^ed ; and this being his firft pub- 
lication, he trpfts that a generous Public will not cafliier a 
fubaltern, becaufe he may not as yet be capable of dif- 
cbarging the duty of a general officer. 

The Tranflator takes this opportunity of returning his 
acknowledgments to his friends above mentioned, from 
whofe advice he has reaped many advantages. 
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LIFE 

Of 

MASSILLON: 

( ExtraSed from the Difcourfe of Monfieur Le Marquis 
D'AUmbert^ on his admijion into the Royai Academy 
of Paris. J 



Jkan-Baptiste Massillon was born in Provence in the 
year 1663. His father was a poor attorney of that in-* 
confiderable place. The obfcurity of his birth, whicU 
gives fo much luftre to the fplendour of his perfonal merit; 
(hould make a chief feature in his panegyric ; and it may 
be faid of him, as was faid of the illuAriou^ Roman, who 
owed nothing to his art ceftors, Videtur ex fe natus : He 
feemed to have produced himfelf. 

He- entered the Oratory at feventeen : The fuperiors of 
Maffillon foon faw the fame which he would bring to their 
congregation. They deftined him to the pulpit; but, it 
was from a principle of obedience alone, that he confented 
to fecond their views : He was' the only one who did not 
forefee that future celebrity, by which his humility and his 
modefty were to be rewai;ded. 

The young Maflillon did every thing in his power to 
avoid that fame. He had already, while in the country, 
by order of his fuperiors; pronounced the funeral orations 

of 
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of two Archbifhops. Thefe difcourfes, which were in- 
deed nothing but the attempts ot a youth, but of a youth, 
who (hewed what he wouJd one day be, had the moft bril- 
liant fuccefs. The humble orator, alarmed at his growing 
reputation, and dreading, as he faid, the daemon of pride, 
refolved to efcape him for ever, by fecluding himfelf in 
the moft obfcurc retreat. He repaired to the Abbey of 
Septfons, where the fame difcipline is obferved as at La 
Trappe ; and ihere he took the habit. 

t)uring his noviciate, the Cardinal de Noailles addreflcd 
to the Abbe of Septfons, whofe virtue he refpe£led, a 
charge which he had juft puMifhed. The Abbi, more 
religious than eloquent, but preferving ftill at leaft for 
thofe of his communion fotne remains of felf-love, wiQied 
to return an anfwer to the Cardinal, worthy of the charge 
he had received. This office he cntrjifted to MaiEllon, 
yrho performed it with as much readinefs at fuccefs. The 
Cardinal, aAoniihed at receiving from that quarter, a piece 
fo veil written, was not afraid of wounding the vapiiy of 
the Abbe of Septfons, by aflung, who was the author of 
it; when, the Abbe's njeniioning Maffillon, the prelate 
immediately replied, that fuch talents were not in the Ian* 
guage of Scripture, to remain hid under a bu(hel. He 
obliged the novice to quit the habit, and refume that of 
the Oratory. He placed him in the feminary of St. Mag- 
loire in Paris, exhorting him to cultivate the eloquence of 
the pulpit, and promifing to make his fortune, which the 
young orator confined to that of an apoftle, that is, to the 
mere neceflaries of life, accompaaicd with the moft ex* 
cmplary fimplicity. 

His firft Sermons produced the eSefi, which his fuperi* 
ors, and the Cardinal de Noailles^ had forefeen. Scarcely 

had 
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had he fliewn hixnfelf in the churches of Paris, than he 
eclipfed almoft all thofe who had (hone in the fame fphere. 
He had declared that he would not preach like them ; not 
from any prefumptuous fentiment of ruperiority, but from 
the juft and rational idea he had formed of Chriftian elo* 
quence. He was perfuaded, that if a minifter of the gof* 
pel degrades himfelf by cirddating known truths in vul- 
gar language, he fails, on the other hand, in thinking to 
reclaim, by profound argumentation, a multitude of hear- 
ers, who are by no means able to comprehend him ; that 
though all who hear, him may not have the advaiAge of 
education, yet all of them have a heart, at which the 
preacher (hould aim ; that in the pulpit, man (hould be ex- 
hibited to himfelf, not to frighten him by the horror of the 
piQure, but to affli£l him by its refemblance ; and that if 
it is (ometimes ufeful to terrify and alarm him, ii is oftener 
profitable to draw forth thofe extatic tears, that are more 
efficacious than thofe of defpair. 

' Such was the plan that Maflillon propofed to follow, and 
which he executed like a man who had conceived it, that 
is, like a man of genius. He excells in that property of aa 
orator, which can alone fupply all the reft ; in that elo- 
quence, which goes direfily to the foul, which agitates, 
without convulfing ; which alarms, without appalling ; 
which penetrates, without rending the heart. He fearches 
out the hidden folds, in which the paffions lie enveloped ; 
thefe fecret fophifms, which blind and feduce. To com«||^ 
bat and to deftroy thefe fophifms, he has in general only to 
unfold them : This he does with an un£lion fo afTefiionate 
and fo tender, that he allures us rather than compels ; and 
even when he {hews us the pifiure of our vices, he inter- 
efts and delights us the moft. His didion, always fmooth 
and elegant, and pure, is every where i^arked with that ^^ 

Vol. I. B noblo "^ 
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noble (implicity, without which, there is neither good t^&t 
nor true eloquence ; a fimplicity, which being united in 
Mafliilon, with the fweeteft and moft bewitching harmony, 
borrowed from this latter additional graces ; but what com* 
pleats the charm oi this enchanting Ayle, is our convifiion^ 
that fo many beauties fpring from an exuberant fource, 
and are produced without eflfbrt or pain. It fometimes 
happen, indeed, that a few inaccuracies efcap e him, ei- 
ther in the] expreflion, in the term of the phrafe, or in 
the afFe6ling melody of his ftyle ; fuch inaccuracies, how- 
ever, ihy be called happy ones, for they completely prevent 
us from rurpe£ling the lead degree of labour in his compo- 
fition. It was by this happy negligence, that Maflillon 
gained as many friends as auditors : He knew, that the 
more an orator is intent upon gaining admiration, the lets 
thofe who hear him are difpofed to grant it : and that this 
ambition is the rock on which To many preachers have fplit, 
who being entrufted, if one dare thus to exprefs it, with 
the interefis of the Deity, wiOi to mingle with them the 
inOgnificant interefts of their own vanity. He compared 
the ftudied eloquence of learned preachers to thofe flowers, 
which grow To luxuriantly amongft the corn, thai are lovely 
to the view, but noxious to the com. 

MaOillon reaped another advantage from that heart-af- 
fefiing eloquence, which he made fo happy an ufe of. 
As he fpoke the language of all conditions, becaufe he 
(fpoke to the heart, all defcriptions of men flocked to his 
fermons ; even unbelievers were eager to hear him ; they 
often found inftru£lion, when they expe£led only amufe- 
ment, and returned fometimes converted, when they thought 
they were only beftowing or with-holding their praife. Maf- 
fillon could defcend to the language, which alone they 
would liflen to, that of a philofophy, apparently human, 

but 
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but wbicb» finding every avenue to the heart laid opeh, 
allowed the orator to approach without effort and allift- 
ance ; and made him conqueror, even before be bad en- 
gaged. 

His a6lion perfeftly corrcfponded with the kind of elo- 
quence he had cultivated. The moment he entered the 
pulpit, he feemed deeply impreffed with the great truths 
be ,was about to declare ; with eyes cad down', a modeft 
and colleCled air, without any violent motions, with few 
or no geftures, but animating all by an a8e3ing and im- 
preffive voice, he communicated to his hearers the tdigious 
fentiment which his external appearance announced ; be 
commanded that profound filence, which is a higher com* 
pliment to eloquence, than the mofi tumultuous plaudits. 
He appeared on that great and dangerous theatre, equally 
devoid of pride as of fear : His firft attempt was uncom- 
monly brilliant, and the exordium of his firft difcourfe is 
one of the mafter-pieces of modern eloquence. Lewis 
XIV. was then in the zenith of his power and glory ; he 
bad been victorious in every part of Europe ; be was 
adored by his fubjefis, intoxicated with fame, and fur- 
feited with adulation. Maflillon choofe for his text that 
paflage of Scripture which feemed the leaft adapted to fuch 
a prince, ** Blefied are they who weep ;'' and from that 
text he conveyed a compliment the more new, and artful, 
and flattering, as it appeared to be dilated by the gofpel 
itfelf, and fuch as an Apoftle might have paid. ** Sire," 
faid be, 'addreflTing the king, •* if the world Were to fpeak^ 
'* to your Majeily from this place, it would not fay, Blef- 
•• fed are they who weep. Happy, would it fay, that 
'* prince who has never fought but to conquer ; who hath 
** filled the univerfe with his fame ; who, in the courfe of 
*' a long and profperous reign, has enjoyed all that men ad- 

•• mire, 

5( 
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<* mire, the Tplendour of conqueft, the love of his people, 
** the efteem of his enemies, the wifdom of his laws. But, 
** Sire, the gofpel does not fpeak the language of the world." 
The audience oi Verfailles, accuftomed as it was to Bour- 
dalous and BofTuets, had never witnefled an eloquence at 
once fo delicate and noble ; and accordingly, it excited in 
the congregation an involuntary movement of admira-> 
tion. 

Our orator was always firm, but always refpeClful, 
while he announced to his fovereign, the will of Him who 
is the Judge of Kings ; he fulfilled the duty of the min- 
iftry, but he never exceeded it ; and the Monarch, who 
perhaps retired from his chapel diiTatisfied with fome other 
preachers, never left the fermons of Maflillon, without 
being diiTatisfied with himfelf. This the Prince was hon- 
efl enough to confefs to Maffillon ; the greateft compli- 
ment he could pay him, but a compliment which many 
others before and after MaflTillon never wifhed to obtain, 
being more anxious to fend away a hearer enraptured, than 
a finner converted. 

Lewis XIV. died ; and the Regent, who honoured the 
talents of Maflillon, and defpifed his enemies, named him 
to the bifliopric of Clermont ; he wanted, moreover, 
that the Court (bould hear him once more, and engaged 
him to preach fome Lent fermons before the King, then of 
the age of nine years. 
* 

Thefe fermons compofed in lefs than three months, are 
known by the name of Petit Carime. Though they are 
not in the higheft degree finilhed, they are a true model of 
pulpit eloquence. The great fermons of the fame author 
may poflefs more pathos and vehemence; but the elo^ 

quence 
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quence oF thefe it more infinuating and delicate, and the 
charm refulting from them is enhanced by the importance 
of the fubjed, by the ineftimable value of thofe iimple af- 
fecting lefTons, which being fitted to penetrate, as agreea- 
bly as forcibly, the heart of the young Monarch, feem- 
calculated to procure the happinefs of millions, by ac- 
quainting the Prince with what was expeded of him. 

The fame year in which thefe difcourfes were pronounc- 
ed, Maflillon was admitted into the French academy.* 
Maffillon had juft been nuide a biOiop ; but no place at 
Court, no bufinefs, no pretence of any kind, could de- 
tain him at a diftance from his flock. He departed for 
Clermont, whence he never returned, but on account of 
indifpenfable occafions, and confequently very rarely. He 
gave all his attention to the happy people whom providence 
had confided to his care. He benevolently dedicated to the 
inftruQion of the poor, thofe fame talents, fo much efieem- 
ed by the great of this world, and preferred to the loud ap- 
plaufes of the courtier, the Ample and eameft attention 
of an auditory, lefs brilliant, but more teachable. Per- 
haps the moil eloquent of his fermons are the conferen- 
ces he held with his curates. He preached to them the vir- 
tues of which he fet an example, difintereftednefs, fimpli* 
city, forgetfulnefs of himfelf, the a3ive and prudent ear- 
neftnefs of an enlightened convi3ion, very diflferent from 
that fanaticifm which proves nothing but the blindnefs of 
zeal, and which makes the fincerity of it very doubtful. 
A wife moderation was indeed his predominant chara£ler. 

Deeply impreffed with a fenfe of the true duties of his 
ftation, Maflillon fulfilled the principal fun6lion of a bifliop, 
thiEit which attra3s love and refpeCl from incredulity itfelF, 
the delightful exercife of humanity and benevolence. He 

fent. 
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ent, in the fpace of two years, twenty thoufand livres to 
he Hotel Dieu at Clermont. His whole revenue was at 
the fcrvice of the poor. His diocefe retain the remem- 
brance of his benefits, now after thirty years, and his memo- 
ry is flill honoured by the moil ebquent of all funeral ora- 
tions, the tears of an hundred thoufand people whom his 
bounty made happy: 

This funeral oration he enjoyed in his life time. When- 
ever he appeared in the flreets of Clermont the people prof* 
tiated themfelves before him, calling him father, and in- 
voking bleffings on his head. Among the immenfe alms 
which he beflowed, there were fome a6ls of charity which 
he carefully concealed, not only to fpare the delicacy of 
unhappy individuals, who received them, hut to relieve 
whole communities from feelings of inquietude, and the 
fears which fuch alms might infpire them with. 

Not only was he liberal of his fortune to the iqdigentf 
but he emplo)fed for them befidqs, with as much zeal as 
(uccefs, both his intereft and his pen. Being a witnefs. 
in his diocefian vifitations, of the mifery under which the 
inhabiunts of the country groaned, and his revenue not 
being fufiicient to give bread to fuch a multitude of in- 
digent creatures, that implored it of him, he wrote to the 
Court in their favour, and, by the energetic and afie£l- 
ing piflure which he drew of their neceflities, he ob- 
tained either zEtual contributions for them, or a confidera- 
ble abatement of their taxes. I am aflured that his letters 
on this fubjefl are mafter^pieces of eloquence and pathos, 
fuperior even to the mod aflPe£ling of his fermons ; and 
what emotions, indeed, mud not the fpefiacle of human 
nature, fuflering and oppreiTed, have excited in the virtu- 
ous and eompai&onate foul of MaffiUon ! 

He 
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He died as Fenelbn died, and as evexy biOiop ought, 
without wealthy and without ilebt. It was on the s8th 
September 1742, that the church and eloquence, and hu* 
inanity fuffered the irreparable lofs. 

A circumftanee which happened not long ago, calculated 
Co a(Fe£l every heart of fenfibilily, proves how dear the 
memory of Maflillon is, not only to the poor whofe tears 
be wiped away, biitto all who knew him. Some yeafs ago, 
a traveller pafling through Clermont wifhed to fee the 
country-houfe in which the prelate ufed to fpend the greateft 
part of the yeac, and be applied to an old vicar, who, fince 
the death of the biOiop, had never ventured to return to 
that country-houfe, where* he who inhabited was no longer 
to be found. He confentedi however, to gratify the defire 
of the traveller, notwifthfianding the profound grief bees^^ 
pe£led to fufifer, in revifiting a place fo dear to his remem- 
brance. They accordingly fet out together, and the vicar 
pointed out every particularplace to the firanger. ** There." 
(aid he, with tears in his eyes, '« is the alley in which the 
** prelate ufed to walk with us — there is the arbor in which 
'* be ufed to fit and read — this is the garden he took plea. 
*\fure in cultivating with his own bands.'' Then they en- 
tered the houfe, and when they came to the room where 
Maflillon died, '' this," fai^d the vicar, is the place where 
^' we loft him :" And as he pronounced thefe words, he 
fainted. The aOies of Titus,, or of Marcus Aurelius, 
might have envied fuch a tribute of regard and afiefiion. 
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SERMON L 

ON SALVATION. 

ssmssBSBsamssamaasammatmmaBOEam 
John vii. 6. 

My time is not yet come ; but your time is always ready. 

JL HE reproach which is direQed by Jefus Chrift, againft 

his relations according to the flefli, who prcfled him to (hew 

hifflfelf to the world and to go up to Jerufalem, in order to 

^quire tfao/c honours which were due to his great talents, 

may, with propriety, be dire£led againft the greateft part of 

this audience. The time which they give to their fortune, 

to their advancement, to their pleafures, is always ready ; 

it is always time to labour towards the acquirement of wealth 

and glory, and to fatisfy their paflions : That is the time of 

man : But the time of Jefus Chrifi, that is to fay, die time 

of working out their fsjvation, is never rcudy. ; they delay, 

they put it off; .they always expe£k its arrival, and it nevttr 

arrives* 

The flighteft worldly interefts agitate them, and make 
them undertake every thing : For what is the world itfeH, 
whole deceitful ways they follow, but an eternal agitation, 
where the paffions fct every thing in motion ; where tran- 
quility is the only pleafure unknown ; where cares are ho- 
VoL. I. C newrable : 
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nourable ; wlicre thofe who arc at reft, think thcmfelves 
unhappy ; where all is toil and affliction oi fpirit ; in a 
word, where all are in motion, and all are deceived ? Sure* 
ly, my brethren, when we fee men fo occupied, fo inter* 
cfted, fo patient in their purfuits, we would fuppofc them 
labouring for cverlafting ages, and for riches which ought 
to {ecure their happinefs : How can we comprehend, that 
fo much toil and agitation has nothing in view but a fortune, 
whofc duration fcarcely equals that of the labours which 
have gained it ; and that a life fo rapid, is fpcnt with fo 
much fatigue, in the fearch of wealth which mull pcrifh 
along with it i 

Neverthelefs, a miftakc, which the flighteftinvcftlgation 
is fufficient to expofe, is become the error of by far the 
majority. In vain does religion call us to more neceffary 
and more important cares ; in vain it announces to us, that 
to labour for what muft pafs away, is only amafling, at a 
great expence, heaps of fand, which tumble upon our 
heads, as faft as we raife them up ; that the higheft pitch 
of elevation to which we can attain here below, is always 
that which verges upon our death, and is the gate of eter- 
nity ; and that nothing is worthy of man, but what will en- 
dure as long as>man. The cares of the paffions are always 
weighty and important : The fleps alone which we take for 
heaven, are weak and languid : Salvation alone, we confi- 
der as an amiifcment : We toil for frivolous riches, as if 
we laboured for eternal poflefTions ; we labour for eternal 
poffefEons, as if we toiled for frivolous riches. 

Yes, my brethren, our cares for this world are always 

animated ; obftacles, fatigues, difappointments, nothing can 

repulfe us ; Our cares tor this world are always prudent ; 

dangers, fnares, perplexities, competitions, nothing can 

make us miftakc our aim ; whereas our cares for falvation 

bear 
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bear a very different chani6ler ; nothing can be more Ian* 
guid, or lefs interefling to^ us, although obAacIet and dif. 
gufts there, are fo much to be direaded ; nothing can be 
more inconfiderate ; although the multiplicity of ways, and 
the number oi rocks for us to fplit upon» render midakes 
ifl it lo familiar and common. 

We mud labour, therefore, towards its accomplifliment, 
with fervour and prudence ; with fervour, in order not to 
be repulfed ; with prudence, in order not to be miftaken. 

Part. I. — Undoubtedly nothing in this Ule ought to in- 
tereft us more than the care of our eternal falvation ; be- 
fides,, that this is the grand affair upon which our all de- 
pends, we even have not, properly fpeaking, any other 
upon the earth ; and the infinite and diverfe occupations at- 
tached to our places, to our rank, to our fituations in life, 
ought to be only different modes of labouring towards our 
ialvation. 

Neverthelefs, this care fe glorious, to which every thing 
we do, and whatever we are, relate, is of all others the 
mod defpifed; this chief care, which (hould be at the 
head of our other purfuits, gives place to them all in the 
detail of our a£lions ; this care fo amiable, and to which 
the promifes of faith, and the conFolations of grace, at- 
tach fo many comforts, is of all oliiers become tor us, the 
moft difgufting, and the mod melancholy. And, be- 
hold, my brethren, from whence fprings this want of fer- 
vour in the bufinefs of our eta-nal falvation ; we purfue 
it without edeem, without preference, and without incli- 
nation. Let us invedigate and illudrate thefe ideas. 

It is a very deplorable error, that mankind has attaclied 
the mod pompous names to all the entcrprifcs of the paf- 

fions ; 
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Tions ; and that the cates for our falvation have not* in the 
opinions of men, been capable of meriting the fame hon- 
our, and the fame efteem. Military toils are regarded by 
us as the path of reputation and glory; the intrigues and 
the commotions which contribute to our advancement in 
the world, are looked upon as the fecrets oi a profound wif* 
clom ; fchemes and negociations which arm mankind againft 
each other, and which frequently make the ambition of an 
individual the fource of public calamities, pafs for extent 
of genius, and fuperiority of talents ; the art oi raifing from 
an obfcure patrimony, a ftionftrous and overgrown fortune, 
at the expcnce often of juftice and probity, is the fcifince 
of bufinefs, and individual good management. In a word, 
the world has found out the fecrct of fetting off by ho- 
nourable titles, all the different cares which are conne£led 
with the things of this earth. The a6lions of faith alone, 
which fhall endure eternally ; which (hall form the hiftory 
of the age to come, and fhall be engraven during all eternity 
upon the immortal columns of the heavenly Jerufalcm, are 
accounted idle and obfcure occupations ; the lot of weak 
and limited fouls, and have nothing which exalt them in 
the eyes of men. Such, my brethren, is the firft caufe of 
our indifference towards the bufinefs of our falvation : We 
do not fufEcicntly efteem that holy undertaking, to labour 
Sit it with fervour. 

Now, I do not think il; neccfTary to flop here, and com- 
bat an illufiOn, which fo flagrantly violates right reafon. 
For what is it that can render a work glorious to the perfon 
who underukcs it ? Is it the duration and the immortality 
which it promifes in the memory of ^nen ? Alas ! all the 
monuments oi pride will pcrifh Aviih the world which has 
reared them up ; whatever we do for the earth, will expe- 
rience the fame dcftiny which it will one day undergo: 
Viftorics and conquefls, the nioft fplendid cnterprifcs* 

and 
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and all the hifioiy of the flnnen whore names adorn the 
prefent age, will be effaced fr^m the remembrance ot men ; 
the works of the juft alone, will be immortal, and, wriu 
ten forever in the book of life, wiH furvivte the entire ruin 
of the unxverfe. Is it the recompenfe which is held out ter 
us for it ? But whoever is unable to render us happy, is 
confequcntly unable to recompenfe us ; and there is no 
other who has that power but God himfelf. Is it the dig- 
nity of the occupations to which they engage you ? But 
the moft honourable cares of the world are merely games, 
on which our error and abfurdlty have bellowed (erious 
md pompous names : Here, on the contrary, every thing 
is great ; we love the Author of our cxiftcnce alone ; we 
adore the Sovereign of the univerfc ; we fcr\'e an Almigh- 
ty Mafter ; we covet only eternal riches ; we form projeSi 
for heaven alone ; we labour for an immorul crown» 

What is there upon earth, then, more glorious, or more 
worthy of man, than the cares ot eternity ? Profperities 
are honourable anxieties ; fplendid employmenlSr an illuftri* 
ous fervitude ; reputation is frequently a public error : ti- 
tles and dignities are rarely the fruit of virtue, and, at the 
mod, ferve only to adorn our tombs, and embeiiifh our 
aflics ; great talents, if faith does not regulate their ufc, 
are only great temptations ; deep knowledge, a wind which 
inflates and corrupts, it faith does not correal its venom ; 
all thefe are only grand, by the ufe which may be made of 
them towards falvaiion : Virtue alone is eftimabic for it- 
felf. 

Neverthelefs, if our competitors arc more fuccefsful, and 
more elevated than we in the world, we view their fitua- 
tion with envious eyes; and their aggrandi foment, in 
humbling our pride, reanimates the fervour of our dcfigns, 

and 
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and gives new lii's to our expeflations ; but, it happens 
fomctimcs, that the accomplices of our pleafurcs, changed 
faddenly into new men, nobly break all the fliameful bonds 
of the paffionSp and borne upon the wings of grace, enter 
in our iight^ into the path oi falvation, whilQ they leave 
us behind them» to wander ftill untortunately, at the plea- 
fure of our illicit defires. Wc view with a tranquil eye the 
prodigy of their change; and their lot far from exciting 
our envy, and awaking in us any weak defircs of falvation, 
only induces us, perhaps, to think on replacing the void 
which their retreat has made in the world ; of elevating 
ourfelves to thofe dangerous offices from which they have 
juft defcended through motives of religion and faith : 
What fliall I fay ? We become, perhaps, the cenfurers of 
their virtues : We feek elfewhere than in the infinite trea- 
fures of grace, the fecret motives of their change ; to the 
work of God we give views entirely worldly; and our 
deplorable cenfures become the moft dangerous trials of 
their repenunce. It is thus, O my God ! that Thou 
ihedeil avenging darknefs over iniquitous pafTions ! 
Whence comes this ? We want cllccin for the holy un- 
dertaking of falvation : This is the firft caufc ot our indii. 
ference. 

In the Jecond place. We labour in it with indolence, be- 
, caufe we do not make a principal obje£l oi its attainment, 
and becaufe we never give a preference to it over our other 
purfuits. In cffeft, my brethren, we all wifh to be fav- 
ed ; the moft deplorable (inners do not renounce this hope ; 
we even wifh, that amongft our aftions, there may always 
be found fome which relate to our falvation ; for none dc- 
ceive themfelves fo far as to believe, that, they fliall be en- 
titled to the gloiy ot the holy, without having ever made 
a fingle exertion towards rendering themfelves worthy oi it ; 

but 
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but the point in which we commonly deceive ourfelves if ; 
the rank which we give to thefe works, amidft the other 
occupations which divide our life. 

The trifles, the attentions which we lavifh fo profufely 
in our intercourfe with fociety, the f unQions of a charge, 
domeftic arrangements, paflions and pleafures, their times 
and their moments marked in our days. Where do wc 
place the work of falvation ? What rank do we give to 
this fpecial care, above our other cares ? Do we even make 
a bufinefs of it ? And, to enter into the particulars of 
your condud. What do you perform for eternity which 
you do not for the world an hundred fold ? You fometimes 
employ a fmall portion of your wealth in religious chari- 
ties ; but what are thefe when compared to the Turns which 
you facrifice every day to your pleafures, to your paflions, 
and to your caprices ? In the morning you, perhaps, raife 
up your mind to the Lord in prayer ; but does not the 
world, in a moment, refumc its place in your heart, and 
is not the remainder of the day devoted to it ? You regu- 
larly attend, perhaps, in order to fulfil the external duties 
of religion; but, without entering into the motives which 
frequently carry you there, this individual excrcife of re- 
ligion. Is it not compenfated by devoting the remainder of 
the day to indolent and worldly purfuits ? You fometimes 
correft your inclinations ; you perhaps bear with an injury ; 
you underuke the difcharge of fome pious obligation ; but 
thefe are individual and infulated exertions, out of the 
common traft, and which are never followed by any regu- 
lar confequences ; you will be unable to produce before 
the Lord, a (ingle inftance of thefe in your favour, with- 
out the enemy having it at the fame time in his powec to 
reckon a thoufand againft you ; falvation occupies your 
intervals alone ; the world has, as I may fay, the founda- 
tion 
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tion aaJ ihe pii:s»:ipal : The moments are for God, our 
euiirt' life i* *» oiirlelves, 

I know. 'my brcihren, that with regard to this, you feel 
fcnfibly the iajufticcand the danger of your own conduft. 
You confcfc, that the agiutions of the world, of bufincfs, 
and of pleafurcs, aUnoft entirely occupy you, and that a 
vcrv Jiitle time, indeed, remains for you to rcfleft upon 
blvatioii: But, inorderto tranquilizeyourfclves, youfay, 
that fome future day, when you fhall be more at eafe; 
when affairs of a certain nature fliall be terminated ; when 
fMiiicuiar cfnbamflments fliall be at an end; and, in a 
worJ, when certain circumftanccs ihall no longer exiit, 
v^Hi will dien think ferioufly upon your falvation, and the 
b^ilincts of eternity fliall then become your principal occu- 
n^ion : But, alas ! your deception is this, that you regard 
ijuva:ion as incompatible with the occupations attached to 
the ii«:ioD in which Providence has placed you. For, can* 
ikX vou employ that ilation as the means of your fan6lifi« 
cativ^n ? Can you not exercifc in it all the Chrifiian vir- 
tues ? Penitence, fhould thefe occupations be painful and 
diftKfling ; clemency, pity, juftice, if they eflablifli you 
in authority over your fellow creatures ? Submiflion to 
the will of heaven, if the fuccefs does not correfpond 
Sometimes with your cxpeftations ? A generous forgivenefs 
of irjuries, if you fufier oppreflion or calumny in that Ha. 
tion ; Confidence in God alone, if in it you experience 
the injuftice or the inconftancy of your mailers ? Do not 
many individuals of your rank and flation, in the fame 
piedicament as you find yourfelves, lead a pure and Cbrif- 
tian life ? You know well, that God is to be found every- 
where ; for, in thofe happy moments when you have fomc- 
times been touched with grace, is it not true, that every 
thing recalled you to Cod ? That even the dangers of your 

flation 
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ftsition became the vehicles of iailrufiion, and means of 
cure for you ; that the world difgufted you> even with the 
world ; that you foUnd continually and everywhere, the 
lecret of offering up a thoufand invifible facrific^s to the 
Almighty, and of making your moft hurried and tumultu«^ 
ous occupations the fources of holy refleflions, or oi 
praifeworthy and falutary examples ? Why do you not cul- 
iivate thefe impreflions of grace and falvation ? It is not 
your: fituation in life, it is your infidelity and weaknefs, 
which have extinguiflied them in your heart. 

Jofeph was charged with the management of a great 
kingdom ; he alone fupported the whole weight of the 
government ; neverthelefs, did he forget the Lord, who 
had broken afunder his chains, atidjuftified his innocence ? 
Or, in order to ferve the God 6f his fathers ; did he delay 
till a fucceflbr (hould come and rellore that tranquility to 
him which his new dignities had neceflarily deprived him 
ot ? On the contrary, he knew how to render ferviceable 
towards the confolation of his brethren, and the happincfs 
of the people of God, a profperity which he acknowledg- 
ed to be held only from his Almighty hand. That officer 
of the Queen of Ethiopia, who is mentioned in the A&b 
of the Apoftles, had the fole government of her immenfc 
riches ; every particular with regard to tributes and fubfidies, 
and the adminiftration of all the public revenues, were en« 
truiled to his fidelity ; now, this abyfs of cares and em* 
barraflments did not deprive him of leifure to feck, in the 
prophecies of Ifaiah, the falvation he expe£led, and the 
words of eternal life. Place yourfelvcs in the mod agitat- 
ed nations, you will find examples of upright fouls, who 
in them have wrought their fanftificaiion : Tiic Court 
may become thcafylum of virtue, as wdl as the cloiftcr ; 
Vol. I. D p!acc<? 



i6 S E R M O N I. 

places and employments may be the aids, as well as the 
rocks of piety ; and when, in order to return to God, we 
delay till a change of ftation fliall Uke place, it is a fure 
mark that we do not as yet wifh to change our heart. Be* 
lidesy when we (ay that (alvation ought to be your fole em- 
ployment, we do not pretend that you fhould renounce all 
other purfuits ; for you would then depart from the order 
of God ; we only wilh you to conne£l them with your 
falvation ; that piety may fanftify your occupations ; thai 
faith may regulate them ; that religion may animate them ; 
that the fear of the Lord may moderate them : In a word, 
that falvation may be as the centre to which they all tend. 
For, to wait till you fhall be in a more tranquil fituation, 
and freer from worldly perplexities, is not only an illufion 
which Sacan employs to delay your repentance, but it it 
alfo an outrage upon the religion of Jefus Chrift ; you 
thereby juftify the reproaches formerly made againft it, by 
the enemies of the Chriftians ; it would feem that yoi» 
look upon it as incompatible with the duties of Prince, 
courtier, public charafier, and father of a family ; like 
them, you feem to believe, that the gofpel propofes only 
maxims unfortunate and inimical to fociety; and that, 
were it believed, and ftriflly obferved, it would be necef- 
lary to quit all ; to exclude ourfelves from the world ; to 
renounce all public concerns ; to break all the ties of duty^ 
oi humanity, of authority, which unite us to the reft of 
mankind ; and to live as if we were alone upon the earth ; 
in place of which, it is the gofpel alone which makes uB 
fulfil all thefe duties as they ought to be fulfilled ; it it the 
religion of Jefus Chrift which can alone form pious prin- 
ces, incorruptible magiftrates, mild and gentle mafters, 
and faithful fubjefls, and maintain, in a juft harmony, ttutt 
variety of ftiitions and conditions, upon which depend th« 

peace 
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peace and tranqiirility of the people, and the fafety oi em- 
pires* 

But* in order to imprefs more fenCbly upon you the iU 
Infion of this pretext, when you (hall be free from embar- 
raffmenc, and difengagad from thefe external cares which 
at prefent detach our thou^^ts from falvationt'wiil your 
beart be free from paffions i Will thofe iniquitous and in- 
vifible bonds which now ftop you, be broken afunder ? 
Will you be reftored to yourfelves ? Will you be more 
humble, more patient, more moderate, more virtuous, 
viore mortified ? Alas ! It is not external agitations which 
check you, it is the diforder within ; it is the tumultuous ar« 
dour of the paffions ; it is not from the cares of fortune, and 
the embarraflments of events and bufinefs, fays a holy fa- 
ther, that confufion and trouble proceed ; it is from the 
irregular defires of the foul ; a heart in which God reigns 
is tranquil everywhere. Your cares for the world are on- 
ly incompatible with falvation, becaufe the afledions which 
attach you to it arc criminal. It is not your llations, but 
your inclinations which become rocks of defiruflion to 
you ; now, from thefe inclinations you will never be able 
to free yourfelves with the fame facility as from your cares 
and embarraflments ; they will afterwards be even more 
lively, more unconquerable than ever : Befides this fund 
of weaknefs which they draw from your corruption, 
they will have that force and ilrength acquired by habit 
through time and years. You think, that in attaining reft 
every thing will be accompliihed ; and you will feel, that 
yoitr pafTions, more lively in proportion as they no longer 
find external refources to employ them, will turn all their 
violence againft yourfelves ; and you will tlien be furprif- 
ed to find in your own hearts^ the fame ob£)aclcs which at 

prefent 
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prcfent you believe to be only in what furrounds you. 
This leprofy, if I may venture to fpeak in this manner, is 
not attached to your clothes, to your places, to the walls 
of your palaces, fo that, by quitting them you may rid 
yourfelves of it ; it has gained root in your fiefli ; it is not 
by renouncing your cares, therefore^ that you muft labour 
towards curing yourfelves ; it is by purifying yourfelves 
that you muft fanftify your cares : Every thing is pure to 
thofe who are pure ; othcrwife your wound ,will follow 
you, even into the Icifurc of your folitude ^ like that 
King of Judea mentioned in the Book of Kings, who in 
vain abdicated bis throne, delivered up all the infignia as 
well as the cares of royalty, into the hands ot his fon^ 
and withdrew himiell into the heart of his palace ; he car. 
ried with him the leprofy with which the Lord had ftruck 
him, and beheld that (hameful difeafe purfue him even in- 
to his retreat. External cares find neither their innocency 
^ nor their malignity, but in our own hearts ; and it is our- 
felves alone who render the 'occupations of the world 
dangerous, as it is ourfelves alone who render thofe oi 
heaven infipid and difgufting. 

Artd, behold, my brethren, the laft reafon why we (hew 
fo little fervour and animation in the affair of our eternal 
falvation ; it is becaufe we fulfil the duties neceffary to ac* 
complifh it, without pleafure, and, as it were, againft 
our will. The flighteft obligations of piety appear hard 
to us ; whatever we do for heaven tires us, exhaufts us, 
difpleafes us : Prayer confines our minds too much ; 
retirement wearies us ; holy reading, from the firil, 
fatigues the attention ; the intercourfc of the upright is 
languid, and has nothing fpriglitly or amufing in it ; in a 
vord, we find fomething, I know not what, of melan- 
choly 
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cfidy in virtue, which occafions us to iulfil its obligations 
only as hateful debts, which we always difcharge with a 
bad grace, and never till we fee ourfelvcs forced to it. 

But, .in ihtjirjl place, my brethren, you are unjuft in 
attributing to virtue what fprings from your own corrup- 
tion ; it is not piety which is difagreeable, it is your heart 
which is difordered ; it is not the cup of the Lord which 
is to be accufed of bittemcfs, fays a holy father, it is your 
own tafte which is vitiated. Every thing is bitter to a dcccaf- 
ed palate : Corre£l your difpofitions, and the yoke will ap- 
pear light to you ; reflore to your heart that tafte of which 
iin has deprived it, and you will experience how pleating tho- 
Lord is : Hate the world, and you will comprehend how much 
virtue is amiable : In a word, Jefus Chrift once become the 
objeft of your love, you will then feel the truth of every 
thing I fay. 

Do the upright experience thofe difgufts for pious works 
which you feel P Interrogate them : Demand '\{ they con- 
fider your condition as the happicft : They will anfwer, 
that in their opinion you appear worthy of compaflioh, 
that they are feelingly touched for your errors ; to fee you 
buffering every thing tor a world which either defpifes you, 
wearies you, or cannot render you happy ; to fee you fre- 
quently running after pleafures more inGpid to you, than 
even virtue from which you fly : They will tell you, that 
they would not change \heir pretended melancholy for all 
the felicities of the earth. Prayer confoles them ; retire* 
ment fupports them ; holy reading animates them ; works 
of piety flied a holy un£lion through their foul ; and their 
faappieft days, are thoie which they pafs with the Lord. 
It is the heart which decides our pleafures. While you 

coi\^nue 
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continue to love the world, you will find virtue infupporft- 
able. 



In the fccond place. If you wi(h to know why the yoke 
of Jefus Cfarift is fo hard, and fo burdenfome to you ; it 
ii becaufe you carry it too feldom : You give only a tew 
rapid moments to the care of your falvation : Certain daya 
which you confecrate to piety : Ceruin religious works of 
which you fometimes acquit yourfelves ; and in accom* 
plifliing their immediate difcharge, you experience only the 
dilgufts aaending the firft efforts; you do not. leave to 
grace, the time necefljiry to lighten the weight ; and you 
anticipate the comforts and the confolations, which it ne- 
ver fails to flied upon the fequel. lliofe myfterious ani« 
mals which the Phllifiines made choice of to carry the ark 
of the Lord beyond their frontiers, emblematic of unbe- 
lieving fouls little accuftomed to bear the yoke of Jefus 
Chrift, bellowed, fays the fcripture, and feemed to groan 
under the grandeur of that facred weight : In place, of 
which, the children of Levi, a natural image of the uprightt 
accuftomed to that holy miniftry, made the air refound 
with fongs of mirth and thankfgivings, while carrying it 
with majcfty, even over the burning fands of the defert. 
The law is not a burden to the upright foul accuftomed to 
ebferve it ; It is the worldly foul alone, little familiarized 
to the holy rules, who groans under a weight fo pleafing. 
When Jefus Chrift declares that his yoke is light and eafy» 
he commands us, at the fame time, to bear it every day ; 
the un£lion is attached to the habit and ufage of it : The 
arm^ of Saul were heavy to David, only becaufe he was 
not accuftomed to them. We muft familiarize ourfelvea 
with virtue, in order to be acquainted with its holy attraq«- 
tions ; the pleafurcs of finners are only fuperficially agrecu 

able : 
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able ; The firft moments alone are plearant ; deCcend deep* 
<r, and you no longer find but gall and bhtemefs ; and tht 
deeper you go, the more will you find the void, the wea- 
dneft, and the (atiety which are infeparable from fin : Vir- 
tue, on the contrary, is a hidden manna ; in order to taAm ^ 
all its fweetnefs, it is neceffary to dig (or k ; but the mora 
you advance, the more do its confolations abound ; in pro* 
portion as the paffions are calmed, the path becomes eafy ; 
and the more will you applaud yourfelves for having brokea 
afunder chains which weighed you do%^, and which yoil 
BO longer bore bat with relufiance and a fecret forrow. 

Thus, while you confine yourfelves to fimple eflaya ift 
virtue, you will tafte only the repugnances and the bitter-* 
nefs of it ; and, as you will n6t poflefs the fidelity of the 
upright, you can have no right, confequently, to expeft 
their confolations* 

In a word. You perform the duties of piety without ini» 
clination, not only becaufe you do them too feldom, but 
becaufe you only, as I may fay, half perform them. Yo« 
pray, but it is without recolle6Uon ; you abflain, perhaps^ 
from injuring your enemy ; hot it is without loving him at 
your brother ; you approach the holy myfleries ; but witb» 
oat bringing there that fervour which alone can enable yoii 
to find in them thofe inef&ble comforts which they com« 
nunicate to the religiihis foul ; You fometimes feparatft 
yourfelves from the world ; but you carry not with yon 
into retirement the filence of the (enfes and of the paC* 
fions, without which it is only a melancholy fatigue. Ii| 
a word. You only half carry the yoke. Now, Jcfus Cbrift 
is not divided : That Simon of Cyrene, who bore the on- 
ly part of Uifi crofs, was overcome by it, and the foidier$ 

were 
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were under the neceflity of ufing violence to force hinl to 
continue this melancholy office to the Saviour of the world. 
The fulnefs alone ot the law is confolatory ; in proportion 
as you retrench from it, it becomes heavy and irkfome ; 
the more you wifli to foften it, the more it weighs you 
down ; on the contrary, by fometimes adding extraneous 
rigours, you feel the load diminiO^ed, as if you had appli- 
ed additional foftnefs : Whence comes this ? It is, that 
the .imperfeQ obfervance of the law ukes its fource from 
a neart which thie paflions ftill (hare ; now, according to 
the word of Jefus ChriA, a heart divided, and which nou. 
rifhes two loves, mu(t be a kingdom and a theatre full of 
trouble and defolation. 

Would you wifli a natural image of it, drawn from the 
holy fcriptures ? Rebecca, on the point of her delivery of 
Jacob and Efau, fuffercd the moft cruel anguifli : The two 
children ftruggled within her ; and, as if worn out by her 
tortures, (he entreated of the Lord, either death or deliv- 
erance : Be not furprifed, faid a voice from heaven to 
her, if your fufierings are extreme, and that it cofts you 
fo much to become a mother ; the reafon is, you carry two 
nations in your womb. Such is your hiftory, my dear 
hearers ; you are furprifed that it cofts you fo much to ac* 
compli(h a pious work ; to bring forth Jefus Chrift ; the. 
new man in your heart : Alas ! The reafon is, that you 
ftill prelerve there two loves, wbfeh are irreconcileable, 
Jacob and Efau, the love of the world, and the love of 
Jefus Chrift : It is becaufe you carry within you two na- 
tions, as I may fay, who make continual war againft each 
other. If the love of Jefus Chrift alone poIFeflTed yojir 
heart, all there would be calm and peaceable ; but you ftill 
nourifh iniquitous pafTions in it : You ftill love the world, 

the 
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the pleafures and diilinfiions of fortune : You cannot en- 
dur^ thofe who eclipfe you : Your heart is full of jcalou. 
fies, of animofitieSy of frivolous defires, of criminal at- 
tachnlents ; and from thence it comes, that your facrifices, 
]ike thofe of Cain^ being always imperfc£t« like his, are 
always gloomy and difagreeable. 

Serve then the Lord with all your heart, and you will 
ferve him with joy : Give yourfelf up to him ^without re- 
fervc, without retaining the fmalleft right over your paf- 
fions : Obferve the righteourneffes of the law, in all their 
fullnefs, and they will Oicd holy pleafures through your 
heart : For, thus fays the prophet, '« The ftatutcs of the 
** Lord are right, rejoicing the heart.*' Think not that the 
tears of penitence are always bitter and gloomy : The 
mourning is only external ; when fincerc, they have a 
thoufand fecret recompences : The upright foul refcmbles 
the (acred bufti ; nothing ftrikes your view but prickles 
and thorns ; but you fee not the glory of the Lord, which 
dwells within it : You fee only fadings and bodily fufTer- 
ings ;' but you perceive not the holy unflion, w^hich 
foothes and foftens them : You fee filence, retirement, 
flight from the world and its pleafures, but you behold not 
the invifible comforter, who rcpiices, with fo much ufury. 
the fociety of men, now become -iirupportable, fince they 
have begun to tafte that of God : You fee a life apparent I j^ 
gloomy and tirefome ; bui you are incapable of feeing the 
peace and the joy of that innocence which reigns within. 
It is there, that the Father of mercies, and the God of all 
confolation, fo liberally Qicds his favours, and that the foul, 
unable fometimes to fupport their fullnefs and exccfs, is 
obliged to entreat the Lord to fufpcnd the torrent of his 

kiadneu, 
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kinclnefs, and to meafure the abundance of his gifts, by tht 
wcaknefs of his creature. , 

Come yourfell, my dear hearer, and make an happy ex- 
perience of it ; come, and put the fidelity of your God to 
the trial ; it is here he wifhes to be tried ; come and prove! 
whether or not we render falfe teftimonies to his mercies ; 
if we attraft the finner by falfe hopes, and if his gifts are 
not flill more abundant than our promifes. You have long 
tried the world ; you have found it deftitute of fidelity : it 
flattered you with hopes of accomplifhing every thing • 
picafures, honours, imaginary happinefs ; it has deceived 
you ; you are unhappy in it ; you have never been able to 
attain a fituation anfwerable to your wiflies or expectations ; 
come and fee if your God will be more faithful to you ; if 
only bitternefs and difgufts are to be found in his fervice ; 
if he promifes more than he beftows ; if he is an ungrateful, 
changeable, or whimfical mailer ; if his yoke is a cruel fer- 
vitude, or a fweet liberty : If the duties which he exadt 
from us, are the punifliment of his flaves, or the confola^ 
tion of his children ; and if he deceives thofe who fcrve 
him. My God ! How little wouWft thou be worthy of our 
hearts, wert thou not more amiable, more faithful, and 
more worthy of being ferved, than this miferable world ! 

But, in order to ferve him as he wifhes to be ferved, we 
muft efteem the glory and the liappinefs of his fervice ; 
we muft prefer this happinels to all others, and labour in it 
with fincerity, without refcrve, and with a ripe and watch« 
ful circumfpcflion ; for if it is a common fault to want 
fervour in the bufinels of our eternal falvation, and to be- 
CGftne difgufled with it ; it is likewife a much more general 
tfue to fail of prudence, and to miftakc our path towards it. 

Part 
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Part II. — ^An enterprife where t^e dangers are daily, 
and miftakes common; where amongft fo many differ- 
ent routs which appear fafe, there is, however, only one 
true and unerring, and the fuccefs of which muft, never- 
thrlefs, decide our eternal defiiny : An entcrpriie of this 
nature furely reqiures uncommon exertions ; and never 
had we occafion, in the condu£); of any other, for fo much 
circumfpe£lion and prudence. Now that fuch is the en« 
terprife of Salvation, it would be needlefs to waflc time 
in proving here, and equally fo for you to doubt ; the on* 
\y objefi of importance, then, to eftablifh, is, the rules 
and the marks of this prudence, which is to guide us in fo 
dangerous and fo elTential an afl^r. 

The firft rule is. Not to determine ourfelves by chance 
amongft that multiplicity of ways which mankind purfuc ; 
carefully to examine all, independent of ufages and cuftoms 
which may authorife them ; in the affair of our falvation» 
to give nothing to opinion or example : The fecond is, 
When we have finally determined, to leave nothing to the 
uncertainty of events, and always to prefer faiety to dan- 
ger. 

Such are the common rules ot prudence adopted by the 
children of the age, in thepurfuit of their preienfions ancT 
Cheir temporal expeSations : Eternal falvaiion is the only af- 
fair in which they are neglefted. Inthefii ft place. No perfon 
examines if his ways are fure ; nor does he ever lequire 
any other pledge of his fafcty, tlian the crowd which he 
fees marching before him. Secondly, In the doubts which 
fpring up during our proceedings, the party tlie moft dan- 
gcrous to falvation, having always felf-love in its favour, 
is always preferred : Two important and common errors 
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in the affair of eternal falvation, which it is neceflary to 
combat here. I'he firft rule, is, not to determine by 
chanc?, and in the affair of eternity to give nothing to opi- 
nion or example. Indeed, the upright is every where re- 
prefented to us in the holy writings, as a judicious and 
prudent man ; who calculates, who compares, who exa- 
mines, who difcriminates ; who tries whatever may be the 
moft proper ; who does not lightly believe every fancy ; 
who carries before him the torch of the law, that his ftej>s 
may be enlightened, and that he may not be in danger of 
miftaking his way. The linner, on the contrary, is there 
held out as a foolilh man, who marches by chance, and 
who, in the moll dangerous paffes, advances forward with 
confidence, as if he was travelling in the ftraighteft and moft 
certain path. 

Now, my brethren, fuch is the fituation of almoft all 
men in the affair of falvation. In every other matter, pru- 
dent, attentive, diffident, aftive to difcovcr any errors 
concealed under the common prejudices ; it is in falvation 
alone, that nothing can equal our credulity and imprudence. 
Yes, my brethren, We tell you every day, that the life of 
the world, which is to fay, that life of amufement, of in- 
utility, of vanity, of ffiow, of effeminacy, exempt even 
from great crimes ; that this life, I fay, is not a chriflian 
one, and confequently is a life of reprobation and infidcli- 
ty : It is the doftrine of that religion in which you are 
born ; and fince your infancy you have been nouriflied in 
thefe holy truths. The world, on the contrary, affirms 
this to be the only life, which perfons of a certain rank can 
lead ; that not to conform themfclves td it, would betray a 
i)arbarity of manners, in which there would be more fin» 
gularity and racannefs, than reafon or virtue. 

I even 
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I even confent that it may Ilill be conficlcrcd as dubious, 
whether the world or we have reafon on our fide ; and that 
this grand difpute may not yet be decided ; nevcrthclefs, 
as a horrible alternative depends upon it, and that any raif- 
take here is the word of all evils, it appears that prudence 
requires us to clear it up at leaft, before we take the final 
flep. It is furely natural to hefitate between two contend- 
ing parties, particularly where our falvation is the fubjc£l 
of difpute : Now, I a(k you, Entering into the world, 
and adopting its manners, its maxims, and its cufloms, as 
you have adopted them, have you begun by examining 
•whether it had reafon on its fide, and if we were wrong and 
falfe deceivers ? The world wiflies you to afpire to the fa- 
vours of fortune, and to negleft neither cares, exertions, 
meanneffes, nor artifices to procure them ; you follow thefe 
plans ; but have you examined if the gofpel does not con- 
tradifl and forbid them ? The world boalls oi luxury, of 
magnificence, of the delicacies of the table ; and in matters 
of expence, it deems nothing exceflive but what may tend 
to derange the circumilanccs : Have you informed your- 
felvrs, whether the law of God does not prefcribe a more 
holy ufe of the riches which we hold only from him ? 
The world aulhorifes continual pleafures ; gaming, thea- 
tres, and treats wuh ridicule whoever dare venture even to 
doubt their innocence : Have you found this decifion in 
the forrowful and crucifying maxims of Jefus Chrift ? 

The world approves of certain fufpicious and odious 
ways of increafing the patrimony of our fathers, and pla- 
ces no other bounds to our defires than thofe of the laws, 
which punifli violence and manifeft injuflicc : Can you 
aflure us, that the rules of the confcicncc do not obferve 
more narrowly, and with regard to thefc matters, do not 
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enter into difcuflions, which the world is totally unac- 
quainted with ? The world has declared, that a gentle, 
efleminate, and idle life, is an innocent life ; and that 
virtue is not fo rigid and aufiere as we wifh to make it ; 
before giving credit to this merely upon its aflcrtion, have 
you confulted whether the doQrine brought us by Jefus 
Chrift from heaven, fubfcribed to the novelty, and to the 
danger of thefe maxims ? 

What, my brethren! In the affair of your eternity, with* 
out examination or attention, you adopt common prejudices, 
merely becaufe they are eftablifhed ? You blindly follow 
thofe who march before you, without examining where the 
path leads to which they keep ? You even deign not to en- 
quire at yourfelves whether or not you are deceived ? You 
are fatisfied in knowing that you are not the only perfona 
miflakcn ? What ! In the buHnefs which muft decide your 
eternal deftiny, you do not even make ufe of your reafon ? 
You demand no other pledge of your fafety, than the ge. 
ncral error ? You have no doubt or fufpicion ? You think il 
unnecefFary to inform yourfelves ? You have no mifiruft ? 
All is good, and in your opinion as it ought to be ? You who 
are fo nice, fo difficult, fo miftruflful, fo full of precaution 
when your worldly interefls are in quellion ; in this grand 
aflFair alone, you conduft yourfelves by inAin£l, by fancy, 
by foreign impreffions ? You decide upon nothing, but, 
indolently, allow' yourfelves to be dragged away by the 
multitude, and the torrent ol example ? You who, in every 
other matter, would blufli to think like the crowd ; you who 
pique yourfelves upon fuperiority of genius, and upon 
leaving to the common people, and to weak minds, all vul- 
gar prejudices ; you who carry to ridiculous extremf , per- 
haps, your mode of thinking on every other point, upon 
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falvation alone, you think with the crowd, and it appears 
that reafon is denied to you, on this grand intereft alone. 
What, ray brethren ! When you are aiked, in the ftept 
which you take to enfure fuccefs to your worldly expefta- 
tions, the reafons which have induced you to prefer one 
party to another, you advance fuch folid and prudent mo- 
tives ; you juftify your choice by prorpe£b fo certain and 
decifive ; you appear to have fo maturely confidered them, 
before adopting their execution ; and when we demand oi 
you whence it comes, that in the affair of your eternal 
iaivation you prefer the abufes, the cuftoms, the maxims 
of the world, to the examples of the faints who certainly 
did not live like you ; and to the rules of the gofpel, which 
condemn all thofe who live as you do; you have nothing 
to anfwer, but that you are not fmgular, and that you muft 
five like the reft of the world. Great God 1 to what pur- 
|)ofe are great abilities in the conduft of projefts which will 
|)eri{h with us ! We have reafons and arguments in fupport 
of vanity, and we are children with regard to the truth ; 
we pique ourfelves on our wifdom in the affairs of the 
world ; and, alas ! in the bufincfs of our eternal falvation, 
we think it no difgracc to be ignorant and foolifh. 

You will tell us, perhaps, that you are neither wifcr, 
9ar more able than all the others who live like you ; that 
you cannot enter intp difcuflions which are beyond your 
reach ; that were we to be believed, it would be neceffary 
to cavil at, and difpute every thing ; and that piety does 
not confiA in refining to fuch an extreme. But I aflc you, 
Is fo much fubtilty required to know that the world is a de- 
ceitful guide ? That its maxims are rejefted in the Ichool 
of Jefus Chrift ; and that its cuftoms can never fubvert the 
fa^of God ? Is not this the moft firaplc and the moft com- 

moH 
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* mon rule of the gofpeJ, and the firfl truth in the plan of 
falvation ? To know our duty, it requires only to walk in 
Craplicity of heart. Subtiltics are only neceffary in order 
to diffeinble with ourfelves, and to conneft, if poffible, the 
paflions with the holy rules ; there it is that the human 
mind has occafion for all its induflry, for the ta(k is diffi- 
cult : Such is exaftly your cafe, you who pretend, that to 
recal cufloras to the law is a ridiculous refinement: To 
know our duty, it only requires conference with ourfcives. 
While Saul continued faithful, he had no occa&on to con« 
fult the forcerefs with regard to what he fhould do : The 
law of God fufficiently inilru£led him : It waa only after 
his guilt, that in order to calm the inquietudes of a trou- 
bled confcience, and to connefl his criminal weaknefles 
with the law of God, he bethought himfelf of feeking, 
in the anfwers of a deceitful oracle, fome authority favour- 
able to his paflTions. Love the truth, and you will foon ac- 
quire a knowledge of it : A clear confcience is the belt of 
all inIlru£lors. 

Not that I widi to blame thofc fincere refearches which 
an honeft and timid foul makes to enlighten and in(lru6l it- 
felf ; I wifli only to fay, that the majority of doubts with 
regard to our duties, in thofe hearts delivered up like you 
to tjie world, fprings from a ruling principle of cupidity, 
which, on the one fide,^ would wifh not to interfere with 
its infamous paflions ; and, on the other, have the authori- 
ty of the law, to proteft it from the remorfes which attend a 
manifeft tranfgrcflion. For, befides, if vpu feek the Lord in 
fmcerity, and your lights arc infufficicpl, there arc ftillpro- 
phetiuin Ifrael ; confult in proper time thofe who preferve 
thefw'mof thelaw, and of the holy doflrine ; and who teach 
the way' of God in truth : Do not propofc your doubts 

with 
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With thofe colourings and fofienings which always fix the 
decxfion in your favour: Do not apply in order to be dc- 
ceivedi but to be intruded: Seek not favourable, but 
fure and enlightened guides; do not content yourfelves 
even with the teftimony of men : Confult the Lord fre- 
quently, and through different channels. The voice of 
heaven is unifonn, becaufethe voice of truth, of which it 
is the interpreter, is the fame. If the teftimonies do not 
accord, prefer always what places you fartheft from dan- 
ger ; always miftruft the opinion which pleafes, and which 
already had the fuffrage of your felMove. It rarely hap- 
pens, that the decifions of our inclinations are found the 
fame with thofe of the holy rules ; neverthelefs, it is that 
which decides on all our preferences in the bufinefs of fal- 
vation. — Second ftep of our imprudence in the affair of 
our eternal falvation. — In effeft, there is fcarcely a doubt 
with regard to our duties, which conceals from us the prc- 
cife obligation of the law on every ftep : We know the 
paths by which Jefus Chrift, and the faints, have paffed ; 
they are ftill pointed out to us every day ; we are invited 
by the fuccefs which they have had, to walk in their fteps. 
In this manner, fay they to us, with the Apoftle, did 
thofe men of God who have preceded us, overcome the 
world, and obtain the performance of the promifes : we 
fee that by imitating them, we may hope for all, and in the 
way in which we walk, that every thing is to be dreadedi 
Ought we to hefitate on this alternative ? Neverthelefs, in 
every thing we rcfift our own lights ; everywhere we pre- 
fcr danger to fafety ; our whole life is, indeed, one con- 
tinued danger ; in aH. our a6lions we float, not between 
the more or lefs perfeS, but between guilt and fimple er- 
rors : Every time we aft, the quellion is not to kiww 
whether we are doing the greatcft good, but if we arc 
Vol. I. F coiHmiiting 
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committing only a flight faulty worthy of indalgenee : 
All our duties are limited, to the enquiry at ourfelves, if 
profefliog fuch principles ; if to a certain degree, deKver* 
ing ourfelves up to refentment ; if employing a certsun de- 
gree of duplicity ; if not denying ourfelves a certain gra« 
tificatidn be a crime, or a venial fault ; yovi always hang 
betwixt thefe two deHinies ; and your confcience can never 
render you the teflimony, that on any occaCon you made 
choice of the party in which there was no danger^ 

Thus, you know, that a life of pleafure, of gaming, of 
(bow, of amufement, when even nothing grofs or crimi* 
nal is mingled with it, is a party very doubtful for eternity ; 
no faint, at lead, has left you fuch an example ; You are 
fenfible, that more guarded and more Chriftian manner^ 
would leave you nothing flmilar to dread ; neverthelefs you 
love an accommodating doubt better than an irkfome fafe- 
ty ; you know that grace has moments which never return ; 
that nothing is more uncertain than the return of holy im- 
pulfes once reje£led : that falvation deferred almoft always 
fails ; and that to begin to-day, is prudently afluring our* 
felves of fuccefs ; you know it ; yet you prefer the un- 
certain hope of a grace to come, to the prefent falvation 
which offers itfelf to you. Now, my brethren, I only de- 
mand of you two reflefiions, and I fliall finifh. In the firft^ 
place. When even in this path which you tread, the ba« 
lance were equal, that is to (ay, when it were equally fur* 
picious, whether you are to be faved or loft ; did the fmaU 
left portion of faith remain to you, you would be plunged 
in the moft cruel alarms ; it ought to appear horrible to 
you, that your eternal falvation was become a problem, 
^Jgpi which you knew not what to decide, and upon 
wliicli, with equal appearances of truth, you might deter* 
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mine for the happinefs or the mifery of your everlafting 
lot» in the famenuuiner as u^on thofe indifferent queftions 
which God has yielded up to the controverfies of men : 
Yoa ought to undertake every thing, and to employ every 
exertion to place appearances at leaft, in your favour, and 
4o find out a fituation where prejudices would be on your 
fide : And hiftre, where every thing concludes againft yon ; 
where the hw is unfavourable ; where you have nothing 
in your favour but fome fallacious appearances of reafon, 
liipon whitb, you would not hazard the fmalleft of yo\^ 
tempoml interefts ; and with manners which to this period 
have fayed none, and in which you otrly ftrengthen and 
conlfbrt yourfelves by the example of thofe who periA 
with you ; You are trantiuil in' this path : You admit of, 
and acknowted^ the wifdom of thofe who have chofen a 
»ore certain one; you fay that they are praife-worthy ; 
chat they are happy vrfao can afTume fuch a command over 
Chemfelves ; that it is much fafer to live as they do ; you 
fjiy this, and you think it needlefs to imitate, or follow 
their example ? Madman ! cries die Apoftle, What delu- 
fibn is it that blinds thee ? and wherefore dbft thou not 
obey that truth which thou knowell ? Ah ! my brethren, 
in a choice which interefis our glory, our advatlccmcnt, 
our temporal interefis, are we capable of fuch impru- 
dence ? Of all the various ways which prefent themfelves 
to ambition, do we leave thofe where every appearance 
feems favourable to our fuccefs, and make choice of fuch 
as lead to nothing ; where fortune is tardy and doubtful ; 
«id which have hitherto been only produfiive of mif- 
fortune? Of faivation alone, therefore, we make a kind 
of fpeculation, if I may venture to fpeak in this manner ; 
that is to fay, an undertaking without arrangement, with- 
out precaution, ¥rfatch we abandon to the uncertainty of 
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events, and of which the fuccefs can alone be cxpeflcd 
from chance, and not from our exertions. In a word, as 
ray laft refle£lion, allow me to aflc, Why you fearch for, 
and alledge to us fo many fpecious reafons, asa juftification 
to yourfelves, of the manner in which you live ? Either 
you wifli to be faved, or you are determined .to be loil. 
Do you wifh to be faved ? Choofe then tlje moft proper 
means of attaining what you afpirc to. Quit thofo doubt- 
ful paths, by which none have hitherto been conduced to 
it ; confine yourfelves to that which Jefus Chrift has point- 
ed out to us, and which alone can fafely lead us to it ; do 
not apply yourfelves to leflen in your own fight the dangers 
of your own fituation, and to view them in the mofl: fa- 
vourable light, in order to dread them lefs ; rather magnify 
the danger to your mind: We cannot dread too nciqch^ 
what we cannot fliun too much : And falvation is the 
only concern where precaution can never be exceflTivc, 
bccaufe a miftake in it is without remedy. See if thofc 
who once followed the fame deceitful paths in which you 
tread, and who employed the fame reafons that you make 
ufe of, for their juftification, have confined themfelves to 
them from the moment that grace had operated in their 
hearts, ferious and fincere defires of falvation : They re- 
garded the dangers in which you live, as incompatible with 
their defign ; they fought more folid and certain paths ; 
they made the holy fafety of retirement, fucceed to the 
inutility and the dangers of fociety ; the habit of prayer, 
to the diffipation of gaming and amufements ; the guard of 
the fenfcs, to the indecency of drefs, ^nd the danger of 
public fpcftacles ; Chriftian mortification, to the foftnefs 
of an effeminate and fcnfual life ; the gofpel to the world; 
they comprehended that it would be abfurd to wifh their 
falvation through the fame means by ^hich others are loft. 

But, 
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But* if you are determined to perifli ; alas ! Why will you 
flill preferve meafures with religion ?: Why will you al- 
ways feek to place fome fpecious reafons on your fide ; to 
conciliate your manners with thegofpel ; and to preferve, as 
. I may fay, appearances ftill with Jefus Chrift ? - Why are 
you only half finners, and ftill leave to your groffeft paf- 
fioDS the n^elefs check of the law ? Caft off the remains of ^ 
that yoke which is irkfome to you ; and which, in leffen-t 
ing your ple^ures, leffens not your punifhrnqnt. Why 
do you accomplifh your perdition with fo much conftraint ? 
In place 6i thofc fcruples, which permit you only doubtful 
gains, and deny you ftill certain low, and manifeftly wicked 
profits, but which place you in the number of thofe re* 
probates who {hall never poflefs the kingdom of God ; over-* 
leap thefe bounds, and no longer place any limits to your 
'guilt, but thofe of your cupidity : In place of thofe loofe 
and worldly manners, which will equally prove your ruin, 
refufe nothing to your paflions, and, like the beafts of the 
earthy yield to the gratification of every defire. Yes, fin- 
ners, perifhwith all the fruits of iniquity, feeii\g you will 
equally reap tears and eternal punifhment; 

But, no, my dear hearer, we only give you thcfc coun- 
fels of defpair, in order to infpire you with a juft horror 
at them ; it is a tender artifice of zeal, which only aflumes 
the appearance of exhorting you to deftru3ion, that you 
may not confent yourfelyes*: alas ! follow rather thofe re- 
mains of light, which ftill point out the truth to you at a 
diftance ; it is not without reafon that the Lord has hitherto 
preferved within you thefe feeds of falvation, and has not 
permitted all, even to the principles, to be blotted out : It 
is a claim which he ftill preferves to your heart : Take 
» care 



care only that you found not upon this, the vain hope of a 
future converfion : We are not permitted to bope» till we 
have begun to labour. Begiir, then, the grtod work of 
your eternal falvation, for whkh, alone, the Ahnighty hU 
placed you upon the earth ; and on which you have never 
as yet beftowed even a thought. Efteem fo import^t a 
eare; prefer it to all others; find your only lieafuret in 
applying to it ; examine the fureft and moft proper means 
io fucceed, and fix upon them, whatever they coft, from 
the moment you have found them out. 

Such is the prudence Of (hegol^l, fo often recommends 
ed by Jefus Chrift ; beyond that, all is vanity and error : 
You may poflefs a fuperior raind, capable of every exer- 
tion ; and rare and ihining talents ; if you err with regard 
to your eternal falvation, you are a child. Solomon, fo 
efleemed in the eaft for his wifdom, is a madman, whofe 
folly we can now with difEculty comprehend : All worldly 
reafon i« but a mockery, a dazzling of the fenffes, if it 
miftakes the decifive point of eternity : There is nothing 
important in life but thi^ fingle objeft ; all the reft is a 
dream, in which any miftake is of little confequence. 
Truft not yourfclves, therefore, to the multitude, which 
is the party of thofe who err : Take not as guides, men 
who can never be your fureties ; leave nothing to 
chance, or to the uncertainty of events ; it is the height of 
folly where eternity is concerned ; remember that there h 
an infinity of paths, which appear right to men, yet never- 
thelefs condu6l to death : That almoft all who perift, do it 
in the belief that they are in the way of falvation ; and that 
all reprobates, at the laft day, when they fliall hear their 
fentence pronounced, will be furprifed, fays the gofpel,. 
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at their condemnation ; becaufe they all expefied the inhe« 
ritance of tbe juft. It is thus, that after having waited for 
it in this life, according to the rules of faith, you will for 
erer enjoy it in heaven. 



Now, to God, &c. 



SERMON 



SERMON 11. 

ON THE SMALL NUMBER OF THE SAVED. 



Luke iv. 27. 

And many Lepers were in Ifrael in the time of Elifeus the 
Prophet: and none of them was cleanfed^ foving 
Naaman the Syrian. 

iliVERY day, my brethren, you continue to demand of 
us, if the road to heaven is really fo diflBcuh, and the 
number of the faved is indeed fo fmallas we fay. To a quef- 
tion, fo often propofed, and ftill oftener refolved, our Sa- 
viour anfwers you at prefent, that there were many widows 
in Ifrael affli£led with famine ; but the widow of Sarepta 
was alone found worthy the fuccour of the Prophet Elias : 
That the number of lepers was great in Ifrael in the time 
of the Prophet Elifeus; and that Naaman was the only 
one cured by the man of God. 

Were I here, my brethren, for the purpofe of alarming, 
rather than inflrufting you, I needed only to recapitulate 
what in the holy writings we find dreadful, with regard to 
this great truth ; and running over the hiflory of the jufi, 
from age to age, to fliew you, that in all times the number 

of 
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of the faved has been very fmall. The fsrairf of Norii 
alone faved froqi the general flood : Abraham, cholen from 
amongft men, to be the foie depofitory of the covenant 
wiA God : Jofluia and Caleb, the only two of fix hundred 
thoufand Hebrews, who faw the land of prosnife: Job 
the only upright man in the land of Uz : Lot, in Sodom; 
To reprefentations fo alarming, would have fucceeded the 
fiiyings of the Prophets* In Kaiah, you would fee the 
deft as rare as the grapes, which are (bund after the vint. 
age, and have efcaped the fearch of the gatherer ; as rare 
as the blades which remain by chance in the field, and have 
efcaped the fcythe of the mower. The Evangelift would 
fliil have added new traits to the terrors of thefe immages.. 
I might have fpoken to you of two roads ; of which one ir 
narrow, rugged, and the path of a very fmall number ; 
the other broad, open, and ftrcwed with flowers ; and al- 
moft the general path of men. That every where, in the 
holy writings, the multitude is always fpoken of, ' as fortn- 
isig the party of the reprobate ; while the (aved, compared 
with the reft of mankind; form only a fmall flock, fcarce* 
ly perceptible to the fight. I would have left you in fears 
with regard to your falvation ; always cruel to thofe who 
have not renounced faith, and every hope of being amongft 
the faved. But what would it ferve, to limit the fruits of 
this in(lru£lion, to the fingle point of proving, how few 
pcrfons are faved ? Alas ! I would make the danger known, 
without inftrufiing you how to avoid it : I would ftiew you, 
with the Prophet, the fword of the wrath of God, fuf* 
pended over your heads, without affifting you to efcape the 
threatened blow : I would alarm the confcience, without 
inftru&ing the finner. 

My intention is therefore to-day, in our morals and man^ 
aer of life, to fearch for the caufe of this number being fo 
Vol. I. G fmall. 
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fmall. As every one flatters himfelf he will riot be exclud- 
ed, it is of importance to examine if his confidence be 
well founded. I wifli not, in marking to you the caufes 
which render falvation fo rare, to make you generally con- 
clude, that few will be faved ; but to bring you to a(k of 
yourfelves, if living as you live, you can hdpe to be fo. 
Who am I ? What is it I do for heaven ; and what can be 
my hopes in eternity ? I propofe no other order, in a matter 
of fuch importance. What are the caufes which render 
falvation fo rare ? I mean to point out three principal ones» 
which is the only arrangement of this difcourfe. Art and 
far-fought reafonings would here be ill-timed. O attend, 
therefore, be whom you may! No fubjeft can be more 
worthy your attention, -fince it goes to inform you, what 
may be the hopes of your eternal deftiny. 



Part I. Few are faved^; becaufe in that number we can 
only comprehend two defcriptions of perfons ; either thofe 
who have been fo happy as to preferve their innocence pure 
and undcfiled ; or thofe, who after having loft, have re- 
gained it by penitence : — Firft caufe. There are only thefe 
two ways of falvation ; and heaven is only open to the in« 
nocent or the penitent. Now ot which party are you ? 
Are you innocent ? Are you penitent ? 

Nothing unclean fliall enter the kingdom of God. We 
muft confequently carry there, either an innocence unful- 
lied, or an innocence regained. Now, to die innocent, is 
a grace to which few fouls can afpire ; and to live penitent, 
is a mercy, which the relaxed ftate of our morals renders, 
equally rare. Who indeed will pretend to falvation, by the 
claim of innocence? Where are the pure fouls in whom fin 

lias: 
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Itts never dwelt ; and who have preferved to the end the fa- 
cfed treafure of grace confided to them by baptifm, and 
which our S^our will re-demand at the awful day of 
punifliment ? 

In thofe happy days, when the whole church was ftill 
but an aflembly of faints, it was very uncommon to find 
an inflance of a believer, who, after having received the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, and acknowledged Jefus Chrift in 
the facrament, which regenerates us, fell back to his for- 
mer irregularities of life Ananias and Saphira, were the 
only prevaricators in the church of Jerufalem ; that of 
Corinth, had only one inceAuous. finner. Church peni- 
tence was then a remedy almoft unknown; and fcarcely 
was there found among thefe true Ifraelites one fingle ieper^ 
whom they were obliged to drive from the holy altar, and 
feparate from communion with- his brethren. But fmce 
that time, the number of the upright diminiflies, in pro- 
portion as that of believers increafes« It would appear, 
that the world, pretending now to have become almoft ge- 
nerally Chriftian, has brought with it into the Church its 
corruptions and its maxims. Alas ! we all go aftray, al- 
moft from the breaft of our mothers ! The firft ufe which 
we make of our heart is a crime ; our firft defires arc paf- 
fions ; and our reafon only expands and increafes on the 
wrecks of our innocence. The earth,, fays a Prophet, is 
infefted by the corruption of thofe who inhabit it : All 
have violated the laws, changed the ordinances, and bro- 
ken the alliance which fhould have eqdured forever : All 
commit fin; apd fcarcely is. there one to be found, who 
does the work of the Lord. Injuflice, calumny, lying,, 
treacherj', adultery, and the blackeft crimes, have deluged 
the earth. The brother lays fnares for his brother ; the fa« 

thcr 
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ther is divided from his children ; the hufband from hif' 
wife ; There is no tie which a vile intereft does not dif« 
Iblve : Good faith and probity are no longer virtues but 
among the fimple people ; animofities are endlefs ; reoon* 
ciliations feints ; and never is a former enemy regarded as 
a brother : They teaff, they devour each other. Affem* 
blies are no longer but for the purpofe of public and gene- 
fal cenfure*. The pureft virtue is no longer a protefiion 
from the malignity of tongues. Gaming is become either 
a trade, a fraud, or a fury. Repafls, thofe innocent ties 
of fociety, degenerate into excefles, of which we dare not 
^ak. Our age witnefles horron» with which our forefa* 
thers were unacquainted. Behold then already one path, of 
falvation fliut to the generality o( men. All have erred. 
JBe whom you may, who liften to me at prefent, the time 
hu been, when fin reigned over you : Age may perhaps 
have calmed your paffions ; but what was your youth ? 
Long and habitual infirmities may perhaps have difguiled 
you with the world; but what ufe did you formerly make 
of the vigour of your .health ? A fudden infpiration of 
grace may have turned your heart ; btit do you not moft 
fervently intreat, that every moment prior to that infpira- 
tion may be effiiced from the remembrance of the Lord ! 

But with what am I taking up my time ? We are all fin* 
ners, O my God ! And thou knoweft our hearts : What 
we know of our errors, is perhaps in thy fight the moft 
pardonable ; and we alt allow, that by innocence, we have 
no claim to falvation. There remains^ therefore, only one 
refource, which is penitence. After our (hipwreck, fay 
the faints, it is the happy plank, which alone can condufk 
us into port ; there is no other mean of falvation for us. 
Be whom you may, |»rince or fubjefi^ great or low, peni- 
tence 
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Mice alone can fave youm Now permit me to a{k» where 
are the penkem ? You will find more, fays a holy father^ 
who have nevitf fallen, than who» aher their fall, have rai£« 
ed themfelvei by true repentance : This is a terrible faying 7 
but do not let us carry things too far ; The truth is fufii* 
ciently dreadful, without adding new terrors to it by vain 
declamation. 

Let Us only examine, if the majority of us have a right 
through penitence to falvation. What is a penitent ? Ac- 
cording to Tertullian, a penitent is a believer, who feels 
every moment the unhappinefs which he formerly had, to 
forget and lofe his God ; who has his guilt inceflantly be- 
fore his eyes ; who finds every where the traces and re« 
roembrance of it: 

A penitent is a man, entrufted by God, with judgment 
againfl himfelf ; who refufes himfelf the mod innoCenfe 
pleafures, becaufe he had formerly indulged in the moft 
criminal ; who puts up with the moft necelfary ones with 
pain ; who now regards his body as an enemy, whom it i$ 
seceflary to conquer ; as an unclean veflel which muft be 
purified ; as an unfaithful debtor, of whom it is proper to 
exa£l the laft farthing ; a penitent regards himfelf as a cri- 
minal condemned to death, becaufe he no longer is wor- 
thy of life. In the lofs of riches or health, he fees only a 
privation of favours that he had formerly abufed; in the, 
humiliations which happen to him, but the pains of his 
guilt ; in the agonies with which he is racked, but the com- 
mencement of thofe punifliments he has juftly merited ; 
fuch is a penitent. But I again a(k you, where amongil us 
are penitents of this defcription ? Now look around you. 
I do not tell you to judge your brethren, but to exanline 

what 
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what are the manners and morals of thofe who furroundb 
yoa ; nor do I fpea'k of thofe open and avowed finners ; 
who have thrown off even the appearance of virtue, I fpeak 
only of thofe who like yourfelves live like the generality ; 
and whofe a6lions prefent nothing to the public view, par- 
ticularly fhameful or depraved. They are finners ; and 
they admit of it : You are not innocent ; and you confefs. 
it yourfelves. Now, are they penitent ; or are you ? Age, 
avocations, liiore ferious employments, may perhaps have 
checked the fallies of youth : Even the bitternefs which the 
Almighty has made attendant on our.paflions ; the deceits,, 
the treacheries of the world ; an injured fortune, with a 
ruined conilitution, may .have copied the ardour, and con- 
fined the irregular defires oi your heart : Crimes may have 
difgufted you even with crimes ; for paffions gradually ex- 
tinguiih themfelves. Timp, and the natural inconftancy of 
the heart, will bring thcfe about ; yet neverthelefs, though 
detached from fin by incapability, you are no nearer your 
God. According to the world, you are become more pru- 
dent, more regular, more what it calls men of probity ; 
more exa£l in fulfilling your public or private duties ; but 
you are not penitent. You have ceafed from your difor- 
ders ; but you have not expiated them : You are not con- 
verted : This great firoke ; this grand change of the heart, 
which regenerates man, has not yet been felt by you; Ne- 
verthelefs this fituation, fo truly dangerous, does not alarm 
you ; Sins, which have never been waQied away by finceie 
repentance, and confequently never obliterated from the 
book of life, appear in your eyes as no longer exifting ; and 
you (will tranquilly leave this world in a flate of impeni- 
tence, fo much the more dangerous, as you will die, with- 
out being fenfible of your dinger. What I fay here, is not 
merely a ra(h expreflion, or an emotion of zeal : Nothing 

is 
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if inore r^l, or more exaSIy triie : It is the fituation of al- 
inoft all men, even the wifeft and moft efleemed by the 
world. 

The mofalhy of the younger flages in life is always lax; 
if not licentious^ Age, difguftt and efiablifliments for life, 
fix the heart, and withdraw it from debauchery : but where 
are thofe jvho are converted ? Where are thofe who expi- 
ate their crimes by tears of forrow, and true repentance ? 
Where are thofe, who having begun as (inners, end as peni- 
tents ? Shew me, in your manner of living, the fmalleft 
trace of penitence. Are your grafpings at wealth and pow- 
er ; your anxieties to attain the favour of the great, (and by 
thefe means an increafe <Sf employments and influence), 
are thefe proofs of it ? Would you wi(h to reckon even 
your crimes as virtifes 7 That the fuSerings of your ambi* 
tion, pride, and avarice, (hould difcharge you from an ob- 
ligation which they themfelves have impofed ? You are 
penitent to the world ; but are you fo to Jefus Chriil ? The 
infirmities with which God affli£b you; the enemies he 
raifes againft you ; the difgraces and lofles with which he 
tries yt)u ; do you receive them all as you ought, with hum- 
ble fubmiflionto his will ; and far from finding in them oc- 
cafions of penitence, do you not turn them into the 6bje3s 
of new crimes ? It is the duty of an innocent foul, to re- 
ceive with fubmilTion the chaftifemcnts of the Almighty ; 
to difcharge, with courage, the painful duties ot the ftation 
allotted to him ; and to be faithful to the laws of the gof- 
pel ; but do (inners owe nothing beyond this ? And yet 
they pretend to falvation ; but upon what claim ? To fay 
that you are innocent before God, your own confcience 
will bear teftimony againft you. To endeavour to perfuade 
yourfelves that you are penitent, you dare net ; and you 

wouW 
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would condemn yourfelves tfarough'your own mouths. Up« 
on what then doft thou depend, O man I who thus livcft 
fo tranquil ? 

And what renders it ftill more dreadful is; that aCUng in 
this manner, you only follow the torrent : Your nioraU 
are the morals of almoft all men. You may, perhaps, ba 
acquainted with fome ftill more guilty, (for I fuppofc yoa 
to have ftill fome femiments of religion, and regard for 
your felvation) ; but do yon know any real penitents ? I am 
afraid we muft fearch the dererts and folitudei for th^m.' 
You can fcarcely particularife among perfons of rank and 
nfage of the world, a fmall number whofe morals and 
mode of life more auftere and more guarded than the 
generality, attra£b the attention, and very likely die cenfure 
of the public ; AH the reft walk in thik fame path. I fee 
clearly that every one comforts himfelf by the example of 
his neighbour : That in thai point, children fuccced to the 
hlh fecurity of their fathers ; that none live innocent ; 
that none die penitent : I fee it ; and I cry, O God ! li 
thou haft not deceived us ; if all thou haft told us with re- 
gard to the road to eternal life, (hall be fulfilled to a point ; 
if the number of thofe who muft perifh, (hall not influence 
THEE to abate from the feverity of thy laws, what will be^ 
come of that immenfe multitude of creatures which every 
hour difappears from the face of the earth ? Where are our 
friends, our relations who have gone before us ; and what 
is their lot in the eternal regions of death ? What (hall we. 
ourfelves be one day ? When formerly a Prophet complain- 
ed to the Lord, that all Ifrael had forfaken his protection ; 
He replied, that feven thoufand ftill remained, who had 
not bowed the knee to Baal : Behold the number of pure 
and faithful fouls which a whole kingdom then contained. 

But 
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llut cotikleft thou flill, O my God 1 comfort the anguifli of 
thy fervants to-day by the fame afliirance ? I know that 
thine eye difcerns fltll fome upright amongft us ; that the 
priefthood has ftiil its Phineas* ; the magifiracy its Samu« 
ds ; the fword its Joihuas ; the Court its Daniels, iu 
Efthers, and its Davids ; (or the world only cxifts for thy 
chofen ; and all would pcrifh were the number accomplifli* 
ed : But thofe happy remains of the ehildren of Ifrael who 
Ihall inherit falvalion, what are they, Compared to the 
grains of fand in the fea ; I mean to that number of fmners 
who combat for their own deftrufiion ? You come after this^ 
iny brethren, to -enquire if it be true, that few (hall be 
faved. Thou haft faid it, O my God ! and confequemly 
it is a truth which will endure for ever* 

But, even "admitti^ that the Afmiglity had not fpokeil 
thus, I would wifh, in the fecond place, to review, for an 
inftant, what pafles among men : The laws by which they 
are governed : The maxims by which the multitude is re^ 
gulated ^ This is the fecond caufe of the paucily of the 
laved ; and, properly fpeaking, is only a developement of 
the firft : The force of habit and cufioms. 

Part II. Few people are faved, b^caufe the maxima 
moft univerfally received in all countries, and upon which 
depend, in general, the morals of the multitude, are in-« 
compatible with falvation. The rules laid down, approved^ 
a»id authorifed by) the world, with regard lo the application 
of weahh> the love of glory, Chriftian moderation, and 
the duties of offices and conditions, are diametrically op«« 
pofite to thofe of the Evangclifls ; and coiifequently can 
lead only to death. I (hall not, at prefcnt, enter into a 
detail too extended for a difcourfe, and too little ferious, 
perhaps, for Chriftians; 
Vol. I. H I need 



I need 9ot let) yoUp that ix is an efMbUflie4 ciMtom in ibn 
Vorld, to allow .tb:^ lib^Dty of proportioning ^Jipences t^t 
fank and wealth ; ^ni provided ifr is a patrimony we in- 
bmt ^om ovr apceftors, we may diHinguilb ourfelvet b^ 
tfai ufe of it^ withoui Kftraint to our luxury, or without 
f«prd in our prpfi^Con. to any thing bul out pride and 
^pricQf 

But.Chriftian moderaiion ban it« ri^lea : We are not tbo 

^folate matters of our riches ; nor are we entitled to abufe 

wbai the Almighty has beflowed upon us for better purw 

pofes : Above all, while thoufands of unfortunate wretchet: 

languifh in poverty, whatever we soake u{e of beyond ikfk 

wants and neceflary expences of oi^r fiation, is an inhu^ 

manity to, and a theft fi^om the poor. Thefe are refine« 

ments of devotion, fay they ; and i#matters of expence 

s^ profufion nothing if exce(five or blameable, aiCCordin|p 

to the world, but what may tend to derange th^ fortune. | 

need not tell you, thai it is an approved cqftom, to deciAvi 

our Ipts, and to regulate our choice* of profeflions or fitua^ 

tions in life, by the order of our birth, or the inter^fis of 

fortune. But, Q my God < does the reiniftry of thy gef-i 

pel derive its fource from the worldly confiderations of 9 

carnal birth ? We cannot eftabliih all, fays the world, and 

it would be nielancholy to fee perfons of rank and birth ia 

avocations unworthy of their dignity, if bom to a samQ 

cl^flinguiQied in thq world, you muil get forward by dint 

qf intrigue, meannefs, and expence : Make fortune your 

idol. That ambition, however much condemned by the 

laws of the gofpel, is only a fentiment worthy your name 

a^d birth. 

You are of a fex and rank which introduce you to the 
gaities of the world : You cannot but do ai others do : 
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Yott muft fraquerit 4ll the publit plxcMi wteft thtrt of 
yvtaf age and rtnk aflJMfttble ; ^ntet ikto tbe fame j[»teafuitft ^ 
frit ybur dty^ in the faitte frivolities ; and ex{K)fe yourfttf 
to the Taliie dafig^s ; tbefe are the receivM rnkxittis t srnd 
yoii are ticft ni^le to i*efoHn Xhtki i Siith iii the dddri»(k 
of the irorid. 

NdW permit the td dfll you hiM i Whh toiilttms fWt in 
thefe Vrays ? By what rules at« ibl^y jtiifti#ed to ydur mind f 
Who aiuhorifes you in this diflipitieb, Which is neithelr 
agreeable to the title you have received ixy. bapttfm, nor 
perhaps to thofe you hoVi frohuycmr Mceftors ? Who au- 
diorifes thofe public pleafurcs^ which you Miy thitik irfno^ 
cent, becaufe yodr tiuU tUetiif too fiMnitiarised fvrkh fiit» 
feels no Ibnger tfa« dange)t)ttS iMipltffioM or tend^ty 6( 
thetti ? Who atithbrife^ you to l^d fth effeil^iAtfte ahd lett- 
fual lite^ Without viytue^^' foffKrliK^ie, or a^y religious extr- 
%ife ? To live like a ftirattgek^ lA the mtdft of your ovvh fft- 
liiiiy» dirdaining to inforAi yburftlf with tegS)rd to the mor 
nh of thofe depehdem upoh you ! Through SA dffe&ed 
ftdkie^ to be ignbrarit Whethefr they believe in the Tatt^ 
Odd; whether they fulfil the duties df the t^ligioU yoti 
ptoftrs P WhoauthoHfes you in ttlft^tilns fo little GhHftito? 
U it the gOfpel of Jerus Chrift ? Is il th6 dbAribe of the 
Apoftles aud f<iints ? Fur furely (bifle ruie k nebeliary tb 
isffure US that we are iri UifHf i Whdt iS yuuts ? Cuflotfl : 
That ill the only reply you can thike. Wt fee i^btie arUuntl 
us, but waat conduil theitifelVes ih the faitie Wdy abd by 
the fatbe rule. EmeriUg itito the wbrld, we 8nd the nian- 
kiets rii^eakiy eftablifhed : Our fathers lived thus, dhd frmh 
iheih We copy our cuAonts : The Wifeft eoiiforfU to thetU : 
An ii^dividual cannot be wifer than the i^rhble wbrld, aflfl 
ibiiil not {Pretend to make biUifelf 'fifiguUr» by aClihg cdrr- 

/ trary 
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liaiy to the geaefal voice. ' Such, my brethren^ are yotir 
only comforters againft all the terrors of religion : None 
.a£l up to the law. The public example is the only guaran- 
tee of our morals. We never reflefi, that, as the Holy 
Spirit lays, tbie laws of the people are vain : That our Sa- 
viour has left us rules, in which neither times^ ages, nor 
eufiomst can ever authorife the fmalleft change : That the 
keavens and the earth fhall pafs away ; that cuftoms and 
manners (hall change ; but that the Divijoe laws will ever-r 
^ kftingly be the {ame^ 

. We content ourfefves with fooking around us : We do 
atot reflefi,' that what at prefent we call cuftom, would, in 
^rmer times, before the morals of Chridians became de- 
generated^ have been regarded- as monflrous fingularities ; 
and, if corruption has gained fi nee that period, tbefe vices, 
though they have loft their Angularity, have not loft their 
guilt. We do not refled, that we (hall be judged by the 
gofpeU and not by cuftom ; by the examples of the holy, 
and not by soens opinions ; that the habits, which are only 
eftabliOied among believers by the- relaxation of faith, arc 
abufes we are to lament, not examples we are to follow : 
That in changing the manners, they have not changed our 
duties : that the common and general example which au- 
thofifes them, only proves that vinue is rare, but not th^ 
profligacy is permitted : In a word,, that piety and a reat 
Chriftian life are too unpalatable to our depraved nature, 
ever to be praQifed by the majority of men. Cone n,ow 
.and fay, that you only do as others do : It is exa£lly by 
that you condemn yourfelves« What ! the moft tersible 
certainty of your condemnation, fliall become the only 
motive for your confidence ! Which, according to the 
Scriptuieftt i& the road that cooduQs to death ? Is it not 

that 
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that which the majority purfues ? Which is the party of 
Jihe reprobate ? Is it not the multitude ? You do nothing 
but what others do : But thus, in the time of Noah, pe- 
rifhed all who .were buried under the waters of the Deluge : 
All who, in the time of Nebuchadnezzar, proftratcd them** 
.felves before the golden calf : All who, in the time of Eli- 
jah, bowed the knee to Baal: All who, in the time of 
Eleazar, abandoned the law of their fathers. You only do 
what others do ; but that is exaflly what the Scriptures for* 
hid : Do not, fay they, conform yourfclves to this corrupt* 
ed age : Now, the corrupted age means not the fmall num- 
ber gf juft, whom you endeavour not to imitate ; it means 
the multitude whom you follow. You only do what others 
;do :. :You will confequently experience the fame lot. Now, 
*'Mifery to thee, (cried formerly St. Auguftine,) faul tor- 
*' rent of human cuftoms ; wilt thou never fufpend thy 
V CQurfe ? Tq the end wilt thou drag in the children of 
«' Adam to thine immenfe and terrible abyfs ?" 

In place of faying to ourfehres, *^ What are my hopes ? 
«* In the church of Jefus Chrift there are two roads ; one 
.*' broad and open, by which almoft the whole world paOes, 
** and which leads to death ; the othcrnarrow, where few in- 
.*^ deed.enter, and which conducts to life eternal ; In which 
•« of thcfeam I ? Are my morals theufualonesofpeiforisof 
** my rank, age, and fituation in Hfe ? Am I with the great 
>* number ? Then .1 am not in the right path : I am lofing 
«* myfelf : The great number in every ftation is not th« 
^* party of the faved." Far from reafoning in this man- 
ner, we fay to ourfelves, •• I am -not in a worfc ftate than 
.*• others ; thofe of my rank and age live as I do : Why 
*• (hould I not live like them ?" Why, my dear hearer ? 
for that very reafon : The general mode of living cannot 

be 
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be that of a Chriftian life : In all ages, the holy hare bees 
remarkable and finguiar men : Their manners were aU 
ways different from thofe of the world ; and they have on^ 
ly been faints^ becaufe their lives had no fimilarity to 
thofe of the reft of mankind. In the time of £fdnis, ia 
fpite of the defence againft it, the cuftom prevailed of in- 
termarrying with ftranger women : This abufe became ge« 
neral :' The priefts and the people no longer made any 
fcruple of it : But what did this holy reftorer of the law ; or 
did he follow the example of his brethren ? Did he believe 
that guilt, in becoming general, became more l^itimate i 
No. He recalled the people to a fenfe of the abufe : Ht 
look the book of the law ia bis hand, and explaitiing it to 
the affrighted people, correfled the cuftom by the truth* 
Follow, from age to age^ the hiftory of the juft ; and fee 
if Lot conformed himfelf to the habits of Sodom, or if 
nothing diftinguiflied him from the other inhabitants : If 
Abraham lived like, the reft of his age : If Job itfembled 
the other princes of his nation : If £fther conduced her- 
felf in the court of Ahafuenis like the other women of that 
Prince : If many widows in IlVacl refcmbled Judith : If^ 
among the children of the captivity, it is not faid of Tobias 
alone, that he copied not the condu£l of his brethren ; and 
that he even fled from the danger of their commerce and 
fociety. See, if in thofe happy ages, when Chriftians were 
all faints, they did not Ihine like ftari in the midft of the cor- 
rupted nations ; and if they ferved not as a fpe£lacle to an* 
gels and men, by the Angularity of their lives and man- 
ners : If the Pagans did not reproach them for their retire- 
mem, and Ihunning of 'all public theatres, places, and 
pleafures : If they did not complain that the Chriftians af- 
fefted to diftinguifti themfelves in every thing from their 
fellow-citizens ; to form a feparate people ia the midft of 

the 
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tko people ; tq h^ve tbeir panicuhr bws and cuftoms ; and 
if a man from tkeir fide cmbrac^ the party of ;he Chrif- 
^ni, they did aot confider him as for ever loft to their 
pl^ures* arfTeioblies, and eulMns : In a word, fee» if in all 
9go$t the faints whofe live^ and actions have been tranfoait* 
ccd down to ua« have refembied the reft of mankind. 

Yott will perhaps tell us» that all Qiefe are fingularitiea 
and exceptions, rat|)er than rules ^yhich the world is obliged 
to follow : They are exceptions, it is true ; but the reafon 
is, that the general rule is to throw away (alvation ; that a 
religious and pious foul in the midft of the world, is al* 
ways a (ingularity approaching to a miracle. The whole 
world, you £iy, is not obliged to follow thefe examples i 
but is not piety the general duty of all ? To be faved, muft 
we not be holy ? Muft heaven, with difficulty and fufler* 
ance, he gained by fome ; while with eafe by others ? Have 
you any other gofpel to follow ; other duties to fulfil ; other 
promifes to hope for, than thofe of the Holy Bible ? Ah ( 
Since there was another way more eafy to arrive at falva- 
tion, wherefore, ye pious Chriftians, who at this moment 
enjoy in heaven, that kingdom, gained with toil, and at 
the expence of your blood, did ye leave us examples fo dan* 
gerous and ufelefs ? 

. Wherefore have ye opened for us a road, rugged, diC* 
agreeable, and calculated to reprefs our ardour, feeing 
there was another you could have pointed out, more eafy, 
and more likely to attra£l us, by facilitating our progrcfs ? 
Great God I how little does maakind confult reafon in 
the point of eternal falvation! 

Will yott confole yourfclves after this with the multitudr, 
as if thegreatnefs of the number could render the guilt un- 

puniflied 
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punifhctl, and the Almighty durft not condemn all thofe 
who live like you ? But what are all creatures in the fight 
of God ? Did the multitude of the guilty prevent him 
from deftroying all flefli at the Deluge ? From making fire 
from heaven defcend upon the five iniquitous cities ? From 
burying in the waters of the Red Sea, Pharaoh and all his 
army ? From flriking with death all who murmured in 
the defert ? Ah ! The kings of the earth may have regard to 
the ifumber of«the guilty, becaufethe pjunilhment becomes 
impoflible, or at lead dangerous, when the fault is become 
general. But God, who wipes the impious, fays Job» 
from o(F the face of the earth, as one wipes the duft 
from off a garment; God, in whofe fight ail people 
and nations are as if they were not, numbers not the guil* 
ty : He has regard only to the crimes ; and all that the 
weak and miferable finner can expe£l from his unhappy 
accomplices, is to have them as companions in his mifery. 
So few are faved ; becaufe the maxims moft univerfally 
adopted, are maxims of fin t So few are faved, becaufe 
the maxims and duties moft univerfally unknown, or re* 
je£led, are thofe moft indifpenfable to falvation. Laft re« 
fle6lion, which is indeed nothing more than the proof, 
and the explanation of the former ones. 

What are the engagements of the holy vocation to which 
we have all been called ? The folemn promifes of baptifm. 
What have we promifed at baptifm ? To renounce the 
world, the devil, and the fleOi : Thefe are our vows : This is 
the fituation of the Chriftian : Thefe are the eflential con- 
ditions of our covenant with God, by which eternal life 
has been promifed to us. Thefe truths appear familiar, 
and deftined for the common people ; but it is a miftake : 
Nothing can be more fublime ; and alas ! nothing is more 
generally unknown: It is at the court of kings, and to 

the 
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Xht princes of the earth, that without ceafing we ought to 
iihiiroatice them. Alas ! They are well inftru£led in all the 
'atfairs of the world, While the firft principles of Chriftian 
morality are frequently more unknown to them than to 
Iniftibl^^ffd (impl^ heartn. At your bafptiiiti, you have 
then rWouhced the worfd. It is a promife you have made 
to God, before the holy sfltar ; the Church has been the 
)gaarantee and depofitory of it ; and you have only been 
adihit^d' into the number of believei's, and marked with 
the undefeafible Teal of falvatlon, upoh the faith that you 
have fxvorn to the Lord, to love neither the world, nor 
What tht world loves. Had you then anfwered what you 
rtow repeat eve/jf'tf^, that you find not the world (o black 
dhd pefhicio'us as we fty ; that after dll it- may innocently 
be loved; and that we only decry it fo much, becaufc we 
lio "hpt know it ; ahd fince you are to live in the world, 
yod wilh to live like ihofe >Vho are iii it : Had you anfwer- 
ed thus, the Church would not have received you into its 
bofom i would lioi have cbnnefled you with the hope of 
X^hrillians, nor joined you in communion with thore who 
have overcome the world : She would have advifcd you to 
go and live with thofe infidels who know not our Saviour. 
tor this rcafon it was, that, in former ages, thofc of the 
Catechumen, who could not prevail upon thcmfclvcs to 
renounce the world and its pleafures, put off their baptifm 
till death ; and durll not approach the holy altar, to con- 
itraft by the facrament, which regenerates us, engagements 
of Which they knew the importance and fanflity ; and to 
fulfil which, they felt themfelves fiill unqualified. You 
are therefore required, by the mod facred of all vows, to 
hate the world ; that is to fay, not to conform yonrfelvcs 
to it : If you love it, if you follow its plcafmes and cuf- 
toms, you are not only, as St. John fays, the enemy of 
Vol. I. I ' God 
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Godi but you likewife renounce the faith given in bap« 
tifm: You abjure the gofpel of Jefus Chrift : You are an 
apofiite from religion, and trample under foot the noft fa- 
cred and irrevocable vows that man can make« NoWg 
what is this world which you ought to hate ? I have only 
to anfwer, that it is the one you love : You will never 
miftake it by this mark : This world is a fociety of fin* 
ners; whole defires» fears, hopes, cares, projefis» joyt, 
and chagrins, no longer turn but upon the fuccefles or 
misfortunes of this life. Thu world is an aflemblage of 
people, who look upon the earth as their country; the 
time to come as an exilemeAt; the prpmifes of faith as % 
dream ; and death as the greateft of id^ipisfortunes. This 
world is a temporal kingdom, where our Saviour is un- 
known ; where thofe acquainted with his name glorify him 
not as their Lord t hate his maxims ; defpife his follow. 
en ; and negleft or infult him in his facraments and wor- 
lhip« In a word, to give a proper idea at once of this 
world, it is the great number ; behold the world, which 
you ought to Ihun, hate, and combat againft by your ex- 
ample. 

Now is this your fituation with regard to the world f 
Are its pleafures a fatigue to you ; do its excefles afflift 
you ; do you regret the length of your pilgrimage here ? 
Are not its laws your laws ? Its maxims your maxims ? 
What it condemns, do you not condemn ? Do you not 
approve what it approves ? And fhould it happen, that 
you alope were left upon the earth, may we not fay, that 
the corrupted world would be revived in you ; and that 
jcu would leave an exad model of it to your pofterity ? 
When I fay you, I mean and addrefs myfelf to almoft all 
nen< 

Whei« 
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Where ire tboCe who fincereljr renounce the pleafures» 
kabiti, maximst and hopes of this world ? We find many 
triio complain of it ; and accufe it of injufticei ingratitudt 
and caprice ; who fpeak warmly of its- abiifes and errors ; 
but in decrying, they continue to love, toioUow it ; they 
cannot bring themfelves to do without it ; in complaining* 
of its injuftice, they are only picjued at it, diey are- not 
undeceived ; they feel its haurd treatmeni, but they are 
unacquainted with its dangers ; they cenfure, but whera* 
are thofe who hate it ? And now. my brethren^ you may 
judge* if many can have a claim to lalvatioiK 

In the lecond plKC, 3rou have renounced the flefli at 
your baptifm ; that is to fay, you are engaged not to live 
according to the fenfual appetites ; to regard even indo- 
lence and efieminacy as crimes ; not to flatter the corrupt* 
ed defires of the flefli ; but to chaftife, crufli, ani cruci* 
fy it. This is not an acquired perfe£Uon ; it is a vow ; it 
is the firft of all duties ; the charafler of a true Chriftian, 
mnd infeparable from faith. In a word, you have anaihe* 
snatized Satan and all his works : And what are his works ?' 
That which compofes almofl; the thread and end of your 
life ; pomp, pleafure, luxury, and dtffipation : Lying, of 
ivhich he is the father ; pride, of which he is the model ; 
jealoufy and contention, of which he is the artifan : But 
X aflL you, where are thofe who have not withdrawn the 
anathema they had pronounced againft Satan ? Now confe- 
quently, (to mention it as we go along), behold many oi^ 
the queftiont anfwered. 

You continually demand of us, if theatres and otlier 
public places of amufement, be innocent recreations for 
Chriftians. I» returui I have only one qucflion to ai^ 

you^ 
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you. Are tbey the. works of Satan» or of Jefuft Cbfift f 
For there can be no medium in religion. I mean not to 
fay, but what many recreations and amufements ipay b^ 
termed- indifierent : But the moft iadifierent pkafure^ 
which religion allows, and which the weakneb of ouif 
aature renders even neceflary, belong in one ieBfe to J^ 
fus Chrifi, by the facility with which they ought to enab)« 
us to apply oiirfelves to more holy and more ferious dutiea« 
Cvery thing we do ; every thing we rejoice or weep sit, ough| 
to be of fuch a nature, as to have a connexion with Jieful 
GhriA, and to be donf for his t(iory^ Now, upon thif 
principle, the moft inconteftible, and moft univerfally al- 
lowed in Chriftian morality, you have only to' decide 
whether you can coxmeQ the glory of Jefus Chrift wjth 
the pleafures of a theatre. Can our Saviour have any 
part in fuch a fpecies of recreation ? And before you enter 
them, can you, with conSdence, declare to him, that ia 
fo doing, you only propofe his glory, aud to enjoy the 
iatisfaQion of pleafing him ? \Vhal I The theatres, fucl^ 
as they are at prcfent, flill more criminal, by the publiQ 
Jicentioufnefs of thpfe unfortunate creatures who mount 
them, than hy the impure and paffionate fcenes they repro- 
fent : The theatres are the works of Jefus Chrift !. Jefus 
Chrift would animate a mouth, from whence are to pro« 
ceed founds, lafcivious, and intended tooorrupt the heart ? 
But thefe blafphemies ftrike me with horror. Jjofus Chrift 
would prefide in aSemblies of fin, where every thing we 
hear weakens his doflrines ; where the poifon enters into 
the foul by all the fenfes ; where every art is employed tQ 
infpire, awaken, and juftify the paflions he condemns ? 
Now, fays Tcrtullian. if they are not the works of Jefus 
Chrift, they muft be the works of Satan : Every Chrif- 
tian ought« therefore, to abfiain from them : When he par* 

takes 
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taj^cs of them, he viohbes the vows of baptifm : Howe* 
yeir innoccot he may flatter himfclf tobe^ in bringing froa 
thefjp places ao untainted heart, it is f\illied by b^ng there ; 
ijoce.by'his prefence alone h€ has particip^tod in the works 
of Satan» iif hich he had renounced at baptifm, and violat* 
ed the moil iacred pomifes be had made to Jcfua Chrift 
and to hi& Church. 

.T^fe, my brethren, as I have already told you« are-nol 
merely advices, and pious ^rts ; they are the moft eflential 
of oji^r obligations : But alas f who fulfils them } \vho even 
Knows^tbem ? Ah I my brethren, did ycu ):now how far 
tllie, title you bear, of Chriflian, engages ypu ; could yoa 
comprehend the fanfiity of your ilate ; the hatred of thf^ 
world, of yourfelf, and of every thing, which is not of 
God, that it ordains you ; that life, according to the Gofpel^ 
that continual watching, that guard over the paflions : ia 
a word, that conformity with JefusChrifi crucified, which 
it exa£ls of you: could. you comprehend it; could you 
remember, that as you ought to love God with all your 
hjBar^, and all your ftrength, a fingle defire that has not 
cpnne£lion with him defiles you, you. would appear a mon* 
fler in your own fight. How ! would you fay to yourfelf, 
duties; fo holy, and morals fo propbane ! A vigilance fo 
cpntioualt. and a life fo carekfs and diiSpated I A love oC 
God fa pure, fo complete, fo uniyerfal., and^ a heart the 
continual prey of a thoufand impulfes, either foreign or 
criminal: If thus it is, who, O my God! will he entitled 
to falvation ? 

Few indeed,, I am afraid, my dear header : at leaA it will 
not be you, (unlefs a change takes place,) nor thofe who 
refemble you : it will not be the multitude. Who (hall 

be 
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prefcnt : And from what would he your deftiny, were 
you to be judged this moment, you may alrtioft decide 
upon what will take place at yoiir departure from life. 
Now I aft you, (and connefting my own lot with yours, 
I aflc it with dread,) were Jcfus Chrift to appear in this 
temple, in the midft of this aflembly, to judgeus, to mfeikc 
the dreadful fcfparatioh betwixt the goats' and Hreep, io 
you believe that t!ie greateft number of us would be placed 
at his right hand ? Do you believe thait the nilniber wouM 
at Icaft be equal ? Do you believe there woold evM ht 
found ten upright and faithful 'fcrVart ts of the Lord, when 
formerly five cities could riot TurnHh fo maiiy ? I aft ybu. 
You know ridt : and I krtow it not. Thbu alohf,*0 my 
God! knoweft who belong tb' thee: ' 

But if we know not who belong to him, at leaft we 
know that frtirtert ^o not. Nbw, U-ho are' ttife jiift* and 
laithfiil, affembled here at prefent? Titles and dignities 
avail nothing : You are ftripped of all thefe in the prcfence ' 
of your Savidur: Who are they ? Mki?y Tinrt<*rs, wh6 
wifh not to be converted ; tniny InOre wbo* S?i{h, But al- 
Ways t)iit it off; rt arty others, whb ar^ only tbrive'rt'ed in 
appearance, and again fall back' to their former courfcs : 
Iii a word, a great number, ^hb ndttcr'themferves ihey 
have no occafion fdr conveffion : This is the party of 
the reprobate. Ah ! my brethren, cut off from this aAem- 
bly thefe four claffes of finriers, for they Will be' cut •off 
at the great day i And now appear, ye juft : "VVTiere are 
ye ? O God ! where are thy chofii?^ And what si portion 
remains to thy fliare ! ' ^* ^'* 
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My brethren, our ruin is almoll certain ; yet we think 
not of it. When even in this terrible reparation, which 
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urill one day take place, there (hould be only one (inner in 
this aflembly, on the fide of the reprobate ; and that a 
voice from heaven (hould a(rure us of it, without particu- 
lari(ing him : Who of us -would not tremble, leaft he 
{hould be the unfortunate and devoted wretch ? Who of 
us would not immediately apply to his confcience, to ex* 
amine if his crimes merited not this puni{hment ? Who of 
us, feized with dread, would not demand of our Saviour, 
as the Apoftles formerly did, and fay, ** Lord, is it I ?" 
And Ihould a fmall refpite be allowed to our prayers, who 
of us would not ufe every eflbrt, by tears, fupplications, 
and (incere repentance, to avert the misfortune ? Are we in 
our fenfes, my dear hearers ? Perhaps, among all who lift. 
en to me, ten juft would not be found ; perhaps fewer : 
What do I know, O my God ! I dare not with a fixed eye 
regard the depths of thy judgments and thy juftice. More 
than one perhaps would not be found aniongft us all. And 
this danger affeQs you not, my dear hearer ? You perfuade 
yourfelf, that in this great number who (haU perifh^ you 
will be the happy individual ; you, who have lefs reafon 
perhaps than any ether to believe it; you upon whom 
alone the fentence of death (hould fall, were only one of 
all who hear me, to fuffer ? Great God ! How little are 
the terrors of thy law known to the world ! In all ages, 
the juft have (huddered with dread, in reflefting on the fe- 
verity and extent of thy judgments upop the deftinies of 
men : Alas ! What do they prepare fcr the children of 
Adam I 

But what are we to conclude from thefe grand truths 7 
That all muft defpair of falvation ? God forbid : The im- 
pious alone, to quiet his own feelings in his debaucheries, 
endeavours to perfuade himfelf, that all men (hall periPi as 
well.as he. 
Vol. I. K This ' 
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This idea ought not to be the fruit of the prefent dif^ 
courfe. It is meant to undeceive you with regard to the 
general error» that any one may do whatever others do ; to 
convince you, that in order to merit falvation, you muft 
diftinguifh yourfelves from the reft ; in the midft of the 
world, lead a ]ife to the gloiy of t}od» and refemble not 
the multitude. 

When the Jews were led in captivity from Judea to Ba- 
bylon, a little before they quitted their own country, the 
Prophet Jeremiah, whom the Lord had forbid to leave Je- ^ 
nifalem, fpoke thus to them : ^* Children of Ifrael, when 
" you (hall arrive at Babylon, you will behold the inhabi- 
" Unts of that country, who carry upon their (Koulders 
" gods of filver and gold : All the people will profirate 
*' themfelves, and adore them. But you, far from allowing 
" yourfelves by thefe examples, to be led to impiety, fay 
" to yourfelves in fecret» It is thou, O Lord f whom we 
** ought to adore." 

Let me now finifli, by addrefling to you the fame words : 

J\t yolir departure from this temple, you go to enter 
into another Babylon : You go to fee idols of gold and fil* 
ver, before which all men proftrate themfelves : You go to 
regain the vain obje3s of human paflions, wealth, glory, 
and pleafure, which are the gods ot this world, and which 
almoft all men adore : You will fee thofe abufes, which all 
the world permits ; thofe errors, which cuflom authorifes ; 
ind thofe debaucheries, which an infamous fafhion has al- 
moft conftituted as laws. Then, my dear hearej^ if you 
wiOi to be of the fmall number of true Ifraeliles, fay in 
the (ecrecy of your heart. It is thou alone, O my God ! 
whom we ought to adore. I wi(h not to have conne£lion 

with 



r^'\^M^9,^^1mMJ&AJiiri-.. ^«^ 



ON THE SMALL NUMBER OF THE SAVED. 75 

with a people, which knows thee not : I will have no other 
law than thy holy law : the gods, which this foolifh mul- 
titude adores, are not gods : they are the work of 
the hands of men ; they will perifh with them : Thoa 
alone, O my God ! art immortal ; and thou alone deferv« 
eft to be adored. The cuftoms of Babylon have no con- 
nexion with the holy laws of Jerufalem : I will continue 
to worfhip thee with that fmall number of the children of 
Abraham, which ftill in the midft of an infidel nation com- 
pofes thy people : With them, I will turn all my defires 
towards the Holy Sion : The fingularity of my manners 
will be regarded as a weaknefs ; but blefled weaknefs, O 
my God I which will give me firength to refift the torrent 
of cuftoms, and the fedufiion of example : Thou wilt be 
my God in the midft of Babylon, as thou wilt one day be 
in Jerufalem. 

Ah ! The lime of the captivity will at laft expire : Thou 
wilt call to thy remembrance, Abraham and David : Thou 
wilt deliver thy people : Thou wilt tranfport us to the holy 
city : Then wilt thou alone reign over Ifrael, and over 
the nations which at prefent know thee not. All being 
deftroyed ; all the empires and fceptres of the earth ; all 
the monuments of human pride annihilated ; and thou 
alone remaining eternal, we then (hall know, that thou 
art the Lord of hofts, and the only God to be adored. 

Behold the fruit which you ought to reap from this dif- 
courfe ; live apart ; think without ceafing, that the great 
number work their own deftru6lion : Regard, as nothing, 
all cuftoms of the earth, unlefs autliorifed by the law of 
God : and remember, that holy men have in all ages beea 
always-looked upon as lingular.. 

It 
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It is thus, that after diflinguifliing yourfclves from the 
finiul on earth, you will be glorioufly feparated from them 
in eternity, 

Now to God the Father^ &c. 
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SERMON III. 

THE DISGUSTS ACCOMPANYING VIRTUE. 



John x. 31. 
Then the Jews took up Jlones again^ tojlone him. 

Jdehold then, my brethren, the marks of gratitucjic 
which Jefus Chrift receives from men ; behold the confola- 
tions which Heaven prepares for him in the painful exer- 
cife of his miniftry. There he is treated as a Samaritan, 
and poffeffed by the devil : Here they take up flones to 
jlone him. It is thus that the Son of God has pafled all the 
tim& of his mortal life, continually expofed to the moft ob* 
(linate contradi£lion, finding only hearts infenfible to his 
kindnefles, and rebellious to the truths which he announced 
to them, yet never did he allow the fmallefl fign of impa- 
tience, or the leall complaint to efcape him. 

And we, my brethren, we, his members and his difci* 
pies ; alas f the fmalleft difgufts, the fmallell contradi£lioni 
we experience in the praftice of virtue, revolt oyr delica- 
cy ; from the moment we ceafe to relifli thofe Attractions, 
that fenfibility which foftens every thing to be found pain- 
ful in duty, there is nothing but complaint and murmurs ; 
troubled, difcouraged, we are tempted almoll to abandon 

God, 
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God, and to return to the world, as a more agreeable and 
commodious mafter : In a word, we would wiQi to find no- 
thing in the fervice of God, but pleafure and confolation. 

But our divine Ma(ler> in calling us to his fervice, has 
he not declared, in exprefs terms, that the kingdom of 
heaven is only to be gained by conquefi ; and that none 
but thofe who do violence upon themfelves, can force it ^ 
And what do thefe words fignify ? Unlefs, that entering 
into the fervice of God, we are not to piomife ourfelves, 
that we (hall always find in it a certain fweetnefs, a certain 
relifli, which deprives it of all pain, and caufes it to be 
loved ; on the contrary, it is almoft certain, that in it we 
fhall experience difgufls, and contradi£lions which will ex- 
ercife our patience, and put our fidelity to frequent trials ; 
that we (hall often feel the weight of the yoke, without 
feeling the un£lion of grace, which renders it light and 
eafy ; becaufe piety e(rentially oppofes the gratification of 
our former taftes, and original inclinations, for which, we 
always preferve fome unhappy remains of tendernefs, and 
which we cannot mortify, without making the heart fuflfer ; 
that befides, wc (hall have to undergo the eternal caprices 
of an inconftant and volatile heart, fo difficult to fix, tha^ 
without reafon or foundation, it is difguQed in a moment, 
with what it formerly loved moft. Behold, my brethren* 
what we ought to have expefled, when we embraced the 
caufeof virtue: Here, it is the time of combat and trials ; 
peace and felicity are only for heaven ; but notwithfland- 
ing this, I fay, that it is unjuft to form the difagreeable 
circumftances which may accompany virtue in this life,, 
a pretext either to abandon God when we have begun to 
ferve him ; or to be afraid to ferve him» when we have be- 
gun to know him. 

BelM)ld 
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Behold my rcafons; In the firft place, becaufe difgufts 
are inevitable in this life : Secondly, becaufe thofe oi pi« 
ety are pot fo bitter as we iqragine them to be : Thirdly, 
becaufe they are lefs fo than thofe of the world : Fourthly, 
becaufe, were they equally fo, they yet poflefs refourcet 
which thofe of the world have not. Let us invefiigate 
thefe edifying truths, and implore the aflifiance of divine 
grace towards their proper explanation. 

Reflectioh I. I fay, in the firft place, becaufe difgufts 
are inevitable in this life. Alas I We complain, that the 
fervice of God difgufts us ; but fuch is the condition of this 
miferabl^ life. Man born fully to enjoy God, cannot be 
happy here below, where he never but imperfeSly poffefs 
him ; difgufts are a neceflary confequence of the inquie- 
tude of a heart which is out of its place, and is unable to 
find it on the earth ; which feeks to fix itfelf, but cannot 
with all the created beings which furround it ; which, dif« 
gufted with every thing elfe, attaches itfelf to God ; but being 
unable to poflefs him as fully as it is capable of doing, feels 
always that fomething is wanting to its happinefs ; agitates 
itfelf, in order to attain it, but can never completely reach 
it here ; finds in virtue almoft the fame void and the fame 
difgufts it had found in fin ; becaufe, to whatever degree of 
grace it may may be exalted, there ftill remains much to 
accomplifli before it can arrive at that f ulnefs of righteoufnefs 
and love, which will poflefs our whole heart ; will fill all 
our defires ; extinguifti all our paiBons ; occupy all our 
thoughts ; and which we can never' find but in heaven. 

Were it poflible to be happy in this world, we (hoiild 
undoubtedly be fo in fcrving God; becaufe grace calms 
ourpaffions; moderates our defires, confoles our fuffer- 
ings, and gives us a foretafle of that perfe6l happinefs we 

expcQ 



do SERMON III. 

expeSl'; and which we (hall not enjoy, but in a blefled 
immortality. Of all the (ituations in which man can find 
bimfelf in this life, that of righteoufncfs undoubtedly 
brings him neareft to felicity ; but as it always leaves him 
in the path which cqnduQs to it, it leaves him likewife flill 
tmeafy, and in one fenfe miferable. 

We are therefore unjuft to complain of the difgufts 
which accompany virtue. Did the world make its follow. 
ers happy, we Ihould then have reafon to be diflatisfied, 
at' not being fo in the fervice of God : We might then ac- 
cufe him of ufing his fervants ill ; of depriving them of 
an happinefs which is due to them alone ; that far from at* 
tracing, he reje£b them ; and that the world is preferable 
to him, as a more confolingand faithful matter. But exa- 
mine all nations ; interrogate all fmners ; confult in rota- 
tion the partizans of all the different pleafures which the 
world promifes, and the different paflions which it infpires ; 
the envious, the ambitious, the voluptuous, the indolent, 
the revengeful ; none are happy ; each complains ; no one 
is in his place ; every condition has its inconveniencies ; 
and forrows are attached to every ftation in life : The 
world is the habitation of the discontented ; and the dif- 
gufts which accompany virtue, are much more a confe* 
quence of the condition of this mortal life, than any im- 
perfection in virtue itfelf. 

Befides, the Almighty has his reafons for leaving the 
moil upright fouls below in a ilate, in fome refpeCls, al- 
ways violent and difagreeable to nature : By that, he 
wifhes to difguft us with this miferable life ; to make us 
long for our deliverance, and for that immortal country, 
where nothing (hall more be wanting to our happinefs. 

I feel 
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I tttl within mc (fays the Apoftle) a fatal law in oppofi- 
tion t<>-dle law of God ; the good that I Would, I do not; 
'bat the evil whioh I would not, that I do. Now, if I do 
•that I Would not, it is no more I that do it, but fin that 
dwelleth in me. I find then a law, that when I would do 
good, evil is prefent with me. For I delight in the law of 
God after the inward man ; but I fee another law in my mem- 
bers, warring againft the law of my mind, and bringing me 
into captivity to the law of fin which is in my members. O 
wretched mah that I am ! who fliall deliver me from the 
'body of this death ? Behold the moft natural effeft which 
the difgufts attached to virtufe ought to operate in a Chrif- 
tian heart : Hatred of ourfelves ; contempt of the prefent 
life ; a defire for eternal riches ; an eager anxiety to go and 
enjoy God, and to bt delivered from all the miferies infe- 
parable from this mortal life« 

Befides, were virtue always to be accompanied with fen- 
'fible confblations ; did it continually form for man an hap- 
py and tranquil ftate ih this world, it would become a tem«- 
poral recompenfe ; in devoting ourfelves to God, we 
fliould no longer feek the good of faith, but the confola- 
tions of felF-iove ; we would feek ourfelves, while pre- 
tending to feek God ; we would propofe to ourfelves, 
in virtue, that confcious tranquillity, in which it places 
the heart, by deilvering it from thofe violent and rcfllers 
paffions which tear it continually, rather than the obferv- 
ance of the rules and the duties which the law of God 
impofes on us. The Lord would then have only mercena- 
ry and interefted worfhippers, who would come, not to 
carry his yoke, but to rcpofe themfelves under the fhadow 
of his voice ; workmen, who would oHcr themfelves not 
fo much to labour in his vineyard, and fupport the fatigues 
Vol. I. * L of 
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of the day, and the oppreflion of the heat, as inf Order to laflc 
in tranquiUity the fruits : Servants, who, far from improv- 
ing their talent for the benefit of their mafter, would turn 
it to their own utility, and employ it only for their own 
advantage. 

The upright live by faith ; now faith hopes, but enjoys 
not in this world ; all is yet to come for Chriftians ; their 
country, their riches, their pleafureSt their inheritance, 
their kingdom ; the prefent is not for them. Here, it is 
the time of tribulation and affli£lion ; here, it is a plaTce of 
exile, and a foreign country, where tears and fighs be- 
come the only confolation of the faithful ; it is unreafona^ 
ble to expeft delights in a place where every thing recak 
the remembrance of our miferies; where every thing 
prcfents new dangers to us ; where we live furrounded by 
rocks ; where we are a prey to a thoufand enemies ; where 
every ftep indangers our defl:ru£lion ; where all our days 
arc marked by fome new infidelity ; where, delivered up 
to ourfelves, and without the affiftance of heaven, we do 
nothing but evil : where we fpread the corruption of our 
heart over the fmall portion, even of good, which grace 
enables us to accompli(h; it is unreafonable, I fay, to 
feek felicity and human confolations in a refidence fo me- 
lancholy and difagreeable to the children of God. The 
days of our mourning and fadnefs are in this world ; thofc 
of peace and joy will come atterwards : If, by abandon- 
ing God, we could acquire real happinefs, our inconftancy 
would feem at Icaft to have an excufe; but as I have al- 
ready Tiid, the world has its difgufis as well a^ virtue ; by 
• changing our matter, we only change our punifliment ; in 
divcrf'fying our palTions, we only diverfify our forrows. 
The world has more fmiling afpefls, I confefs, than vir- 
tue; 
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tue; but everywhere the reality is only trouble and vex* 
ation of fpirit ; and fince cares are inevitable in this life, 
and we mull encounter difgufls either on the part of the 
world or of virtue, can we balance for a moment ? Is it 
not preferable to fuifer meritorioufly than to fuffer in vain ; 
auid be able to place our fufferings only amongfl the num- 
ber of our crimes ? Firit truth : Difgufts are inevitable in 
Uiij life. 

Reflect. II. But I fay, in the fecond place, that thofe 
of piety are not fo bitter as we reprefcnt them to ourfelvcs. 

For, my brethren, although we agree that the kingdom 
of God fuflFers violence; that Jefus Chrift is come, 
in order to make feparations and retrenchments which 
cod much to our nature ; that the period of the 
preient life is the time of the birth of the new man, 
and always followed by pain and fbrrows; and that, 
in order to reconcile us. to God, we mull begin by wag- 
ing a cruel war againft ourfelves ; yet it does not follow, 
that the lot of a foul, who ferves the Lord, is to be pitied, 
and that the difgufis which accompany virtue are fo bit- . 
ter as the world reprefents^ Virtue has only the prejudi- 
ces of the fenies, and of the paflions agaihft it ; it has no- 
thing melancholy but the firil glance ; and its. bittemefs is 
not fuch as to render it a condition which wc ought to fly. 
from as infupport^ble and wretched. 

. For, in the Ssft place, we are Qieltered in it from the 
difgufis of the world and the pailions ; and were virtue to 
poflefs only the (ingle advantage of placing us fate from 
the tcmpefts of the paffions ; from phrenfies, jealoafies». 
•fufpicions, and bitternefs of heart ; from the void of a 

worldly 
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worldly life ; when, by turning to God, we IfaoBld gain 
only our freedom from the yoke of the world ; our being 
placed above the reach of its hopes ; of its revolutions, 
troubles, and eternal changes ; the becoming mafteis of 
our own hearts, and being dependent on none but our- 
felves ; our having none but God to account with ; our na 
longer fatiguing ourfelves in vain, by running after phan* 
toms, which continually elude our grafp ; alas ! The lot 
of a juft foul would always be worthy of envy ; whatever 
xtaight be the bitter circumftances accompanying virtue, 
they would ftill be a thoufand times more fupportable tha» 
the pleafures of the world ; and to mourn with the people 
of God, would be infinitely preferable to participating in 
the infipid and childiih pleafures of the children of the 

Secondly, If virtue does not protefl us From theafflie^. 
tions and difgraces inevitable upon this earth, it at leaft 
foftens their afperity ; it makes our heart fubtoiffive to 
God ; it makes' us kifs the hand which is raifed up againft 
us ; it difcovers in the blows with which the Lord affli£la 
Us, either a cure for our paflions, or the juft punifbment 
cf Our crimes. And were virtue to have only the privi^ 
lege of diminifliing our griefs, by diminifliing our attach-i 
snents ; of rendering us lefs feeling to our lofTes, by gnt^ 
dually detaching us from all the ebje£ls which we may one 
day lofe ; of preparing our foul for afiifiion, by keeping 
it continually fubmiflive to God; were virtue to poflefs 
this confolation alone ; alas ! ought we to lament and com- 
plain ot any bitternefs which attend it ? What more can 
be defired in this miferable life, where almoft all our days 
are diftinguiSied by new afFIidions and adverfities ; whero 
every thing efcapcsour grafp i whc;rcour relations, friends 

and 
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zfid prQte£lors, are everj moment Ibatchecl fromus, and 
continually falling around us ; where oujc fortune hat na 
fettlement, but changes its appearance every day; alas. I 
what more can be defired than a fituation which confolea 
us on tbefis events ; fupports us in the£e £orms ; calms ua 
in tbcte agitations ; aijkd which, in the eternal changer 
which t^ke place here below, leaves us at Icaft always the 
fame? 

Thirdly, Thofe relu3ances and difgufls which revolt ut 
fo flrongly againfl virtue, in reality confill only in repref-^ 
fing the paflions which render us unhappy, and are the 
fource of all our pains ; they are remedies a little grievous 
to be fure, but they ferve to cure evils which are infinite* 
ly more fo; it is a conllraint which fatigues us, but 
which, in fatiguing, delivers us from a ilavery which 
weighed us down; it is a bitternefs which mortifies the 
paflions, but which in mortifying, weakens and calms them; 
it is a fword which pierces the heart to the (juick ; but^ 
which makes the corrupted and defiled matter to flow out 
from it; in to much, that in the very moment of the 
wound's greateft agony, we experience the comfort and 
certainty of a cure : Thefe are maxims which revolt our 
nature and inclinations; but which, in revolting, reca), 
them to order and rule. Thus, the bitternefs and the thorns 
of virtue have always at leaft a prefent utility, which recom« 
penfei their harihnefs ; in difgufling, they purify us ; in prob^^ 
il^g, they cure us ; in paining, they calm us. Thefe are not 
like the ^ifguils of the woild, of which nothing remains to us, 
but the bitternefs of thofe fatigues, of thofe conftraints which. 
our paflions impofe on us ; and whofe only fruit is, tlnat o^ 
augmenting our miferies, by fortifying our iniquitous paf. 
fioxui: thefe are not the worldly, violences which lead to 

nothing; 
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nothing ; are of no value ; and frequently ferve only to 
render us hateful to thofe whom we would wi(h to pleafe; 
which remove to a greater difiance from us, the favours 
we wifli to merit by them ; which always leave us our 
hatreds, our defires, our uneafineflcs, and our pains: 
Thefe are violences which advance the work of our fanfti. 
fication, which by degrees deftroy within us the work of 
fin ; which perfeQ, which adorn us ; which add every day 
a new fplendour to our foul, a new folidity to our virtues, 
a new force to our faith, a new facility to our approaches 
towards falvation, a new firmnefs to our good defires, and* 
which bear long with them the fruit that rewards and con«^ 
foles us. 

I do not add, that the fource of our difgufls is in oun^ 
felves rather than in virtue ; that it is our paflions which 
give birth to our repugnances ; that virtue has nothing in 
itfelf but what is amiable ; that were our hearts not dcprav- 
cd through love for the flelh, we would find nothing fweet 
and confoling but the pleafures of innocence ; that we are 
born for virtue and righteoufnefs ; that thefe ought to be 
6uT firft inclinations, as they are our firft di(lin£lion ; and 
if we find diflerent difpofitions within us, at leaft we have 
not virtue, but only ourfelves to blame, I could add, that 
peAaps it is the peculiar chara3er of our heart, which 
fpreads for us fo much bitternefs through the detail of a 
Chrifiian life ; that being bom perhaps with more lively 
paflions, and a heart more fenfible to the world and to 
pleafure, virtue appears more melancholy and infupportable 
to us ; that not finding in the fervice of Cod the fame at- 
traflion which we have found in that of the world, our 
heart, accuftomed to lively and animated pleafures, it no 
longer capable of reconciling itfelf to the expe£led drea- 

rineft 
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rinds of a^Chriftian life; that the cadlefs diflipation* in 
which we have lived, renders the uniformity of duties 
more irkfome to us ; the agitation of parties and pleafures» 
retirement more difgufting; our total fubmiflion to .the 
paflions, prayer more painful ; the frivolous maxims with 
whicfi our minds are occupied, the truths ot faith more 
infipidy and more unknown ; that our mind being filled 
with only vain things : with fabulous reading, if nothing 
worfe ; with chimerical adventures, and theatrical phan- 
toms, is no longer capable of relifiiing any thing folid ; 
that never having accuftomed ourfelves to any thing feri- 
ousy it is rare that the ferioufnefs of piety does not difguit 
us, and that we find God to our tafte, if I dare to fpeak 
in this manner, we who have never reliflied apy thing but 
the world and its vain hopes. This being the cafe, what 
happinefs when we bring back to virtue, a heart yet incor- 
Tupted by the world ! What happinefs to enter into the 
fervice of God, with happy inclinations, and fome re- 
mains of our original innocence ' When we begin early 
to knowthe Lord; when we return to him in that firft Tea- 
fon of our life, when the world has not yet made fuch 
profound and defperate impreflions ; when the paflions ftill 
in their growth, bend eafily towards good, and make vir- 
tue, as it were, a natural inclination to us ! What happi- 
nefs when we have been able to put an early check upon 
our heart ; when we have accuftomed it to bear the yokp 
of the Lord ; and when we have arrefted, almoft in their 
infancy, paflions, which render us miferable in our guilt, 
and which likewife occafion all the bittpmefs of our vir- 
tues ! How many uneafmefles, bow many pangs docs it 
prevent ! How many confolations does it prepare ! How 
many comforts fpread through the reft of life ! and what a 
difference for the eafe and tranquillity of 9ur future years, 

betwixt 
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betwixt ixy% whofe .primitive ones have isreen pupe^ and 
thofe which, infeScd in their fource, have felt Sow from 
thence a fabd bitternd<s which has^blafted all their joys, 
and fpread itfcif through all the remainder of their career ! 
It is ourfelves atone, fays a holy Father, who render viN 
toe difagreeable ; atid we are wrong to complain of an evil, 
in which we bave fuch a ihare ourfelves, cfr to attribute 
bults to virtue, which are our own bandy -work. 

But granting thefe refle£lions to have even lefs folidity ; 
Were it even true, that we are not the firft and original 
caufe of our difgufts at virtue ; it is at leaft inconteftibte, 
that the longer we defer our return to God, the more in- 
vincible d<4we render that diftafte which feparates us from 
him ; that the more we flirink and draw back, the more 
do we foftify that repugnance within us to virtue ;' that if 
the Chriftian life offers at prefent only melancholy and te- 
dious duties, they will appear more infupportable in pro- 
portion as we grow old in the %^ys of the world, and in the 
tafte for its iniquitous pleafures. CouM the delay of our 
converfion fweeten the bitter and painful portion of vir- 
tue, by holding out a little longer againft grace, could we 
obtain a more favourable compofltion, as I may fay, and as 
an article of it, ftipulate, that piety fliould afterwards be 
prefcntcd to us with more charms and graces, and. with 
conditions more agreeable and flattering : alas ! whatever 
rifks we may run by deferring it, the 'kopcs of foftening 
our pains and fuflferings might ferve in fome meafure to 
cxcufe our delays. But delay only prepares new forrows 
for us ; the more we accuftom our heart to the world, the 
more do we render it unfit for virtue : It is no longer, fays 
the Prophet, but a polluted vafe, to which the paflions we 
have allowed to fettle in it, have communicated a tafte 

and 
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iiAd fiMll of d«acbj whi^h generally tail th^ remainder of 
life. Thus, ttky bretbrMi. when after a long courfe of 
crimes, and deeply-rooted paflions, we muft return to God^ 
what obfiacles do not thefe frightful difpofitions prefeni ! 
Wha^ infetifibility towardi good do we not find within our- 
felve^ I Thbfe hearts, which the world has always engrofl*- 
£d, and who afterwards wifh to confecrate to God the re- 
ttiains of a life entirely mundane ; what a buckler of brafs, 
fays a Prophet, do Ihey hot oppofe to grace ! What hard- 
ftefs of heart to the holy confolations of virtue ! They 
may find it jilfi ; but it is impoflible, they fay, to find it amia- 
ble : They may return to God ; but they enjoy him no more : 
They may nouriOi themfelves with the truth , but it is no 
more for them but the bread of tribulation andj^itternefs : 
They may (eek the kingdom of God, and the treafure of 
the gofpel ; but it is like unfortunate flaves, condemned to 
/earch for gold in the bowels of the earth, and wafte their 
ftrength agaiiift the oppofing rocks : They may draw fof 
water from the wells of Jacob ; but they can only reap th6 
toil ; they can never partake of thofe comforts and confo* 
lations which bear peace and refreOiment to the foul : They 
wifli to draw near to God, yet every thing fcparates them 
from him ; they wi(h to fly from the world, yet wherever 
they go, there they carry it with them in their heart : 
They feck the fociety of virtuous people, yet in their 
company they find a wearinefs, and a melancholy fliffnefs, 
which difgufts thesa with piety itfeif : They apply tiiem- 
felves to holy books ; and alas ! it is only a tirefomc and 
fatiguing decency which fupports their patience. It 
appears, that in virtue, they a3 a borrowed chara£ler, To 
little does it become them, and f<5 much does their part 
confirain and tire them : and although, in reality, they feck 
falvation, yet there appears a fomething fo foreign and con- 
ftrained'in their efibrts, that we believe they only afliinie 
Vol. L M the 
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the femblance of it ; and that feeling themfelves not born 
for virtue, they wifh at leaft to give themfelves the appear* 
ances of it. 

Difguils and wearinefles Ihould not, therefore, drive as 
from virtue ; fince, in proportion as we retire from it, thej 
become every day more violent and infupportable. But 
candidly, my brethren, is it for us to reproach to God, 
that we weary in his fervice ? Ah ! Did our flaves and do* 
meilics make us the fame reproach ; had they to lament the 
wearincfs they experience in our fervice, they would cer« 
tainly be entitled to complain of it : Oureternal humours, 
from which they fufier fo much ; our fancies and caprices, 
to which they mull accommodate themfelves ; our hours 
and moments, to which they mull fubje£l themfelves ; our 
pleafures and talles, to which they mud facrifice their reit 
iand liberty; our indolence, which alone colls them fo 
much ; makes them endure fo much wearinefs ; pafs fo 
many melancholy moments, without our even deigning to 
obferve it ; they undoubtedly would be entitled to com* 
plain of their cruel fituation and fufierings. 

Neverthelefs, fliould they venture to fay, that they wea- 
ry in our fervice ; that they reap not the fmalleft fatisfac- 
tion from it ; that they feel no inclination for us, and that 
every fervice they perform, is difgulling to a degree fcarce* 
ly fupportable : Alas ! We would regard them as fools ; 
we would find them too happy in having to fupport our 
humours and caprices ; we would think them fufficiently 
honoured, by being permitted to be near us ; and fully re- 
compenfed for all their fatigues. Ah, my brethren ! And 
God, does he not fufficiently recompenfe thofe who ferve 
him, that they Ihould fupport any little difguils or wearinefles 
whi^h may be found in his fervice ? Are we not flill too 

happy, 
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kappy, by this acceptance of our fervices» in fpite of the 
repugnances which render them cold and languid ? Does 
he not fufficiently Ibad us with bleflings, to be entitled to 
exa£l our fuflferance of a few flight forrows for his fake i. 
Does h^ not promife us ftill more, fufficiently precious to- 
fweetm the trifling difguils attached to the fulfilment of his 
ordinances ? Muft not he find it ftrange, that vile crca-< 
tures» who hold all for him, who exiftonly through him, 
and who expefl all from him, fliould complain of diflike 
to his fervice ? That worms of the earth, whofe only boaft 
is the honour of belonging to him, dare complain of feel- 
ing no inclination for him, and that it is both melancholy 
and wearifome to ferve or to be faithful to him 7 Is be then 
a ms^r like us; fanciful, intolerant, indolent, entirely 
occupied with himfelf, and who feeks only to render him- 
felf liappy, at the expenc^ and comfort of thofc who ferve 
him ? Unjuft that we arc ! We dare ofier reproaches to the 
Almighty, which we would regard as outrages, upon our- 
felves, fipm the mouths of our flaves ! 

Second Truth : The difgufts which accompany virtue 
are not fo bitter as we reprefent them to ourfelves. 

Reflect. III. But even were they fo, I have faid, in 
the third place, that they would ftill be infinitely lefs than 
thof6 of the world : And it is here, my brethren, that the 
teftimony of the world itfelf, and the felf-experience of 
worldly fouls, anfwer every purpofe of a proof, for if 
you continue in the ways of theworld»andof the paflions, 
what is your whole life but a continual wearinefs, where, 
by 4^verfifying your pleafures, you only diverfify your 
difguils^ and uneafinefTes? What is it but an eternal void, 
where you are a burden to yourfelf ? What is it but a pornr 
poqs circulation of duties, attentions, ceremonies, amufe- 

ments^ 
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inentt, an4 trifles, which incefTantljr revolving, pofiefi 0ne 
fingle advantage, that of unpleafantly filling up iik>nient& 
which hang heavy upon you, and which you know not oth- 
trwife to employ ? What is your life but a flux and reflux 
of defires, hatreds, chagrins, jealoufies, and )iop«s> which 
;poifon alt your pleafures, and are the caufc that, furround- 
ed by every thing which ought to enfure your happinefs, 
you cannot fu(:ceed in being contented with yourfelves ? 

What coiapartfon is there betwixt the phrenfie^ of the 
pafSons, the chagrin of a flriking negle£l, the fenTibility of 
a bad office, and the flight forrows of virtue ? What coib- 
parifon betwixt the unlimited ilibje£kions to ambition; th# 
fatigues and toils of pretenfions and cxpeAancies ; the 
pains to enfure fuccefs ; the exertions and fubmiflions ne- 
ceflary to pleafe ; the cares, unAfineflbs, and ag^tions, 
in order to exalt ourfelves ; and the flight violences which 
aflure to us the kingdom of heaven ? What comparifon 
betwixt the frightful remorfes of the eonfcienoe, that in* 
ternal worm, which incefTantly gnaws us ; that fadnefs of 
guilt, which undermines and brings us low indeed ; that 
weight of iniquity, which overv^helms us ; that iniernat 
fword, which pierces us to the quick ; which we know 
Slot how to draw forth, and carry with us wherever we go ; 
and the apiiable forrow of the penitence which opperates 
falvationl My God, can we complain of thee, after know- 
ing the world; Can thy yoke appear grievous, after quit* 
ing that of the paffions ? Apd the thorns of ihy crofs, are 
they no^ flowers, when compared to ihofe which the ways 
of iniquity and the world have fown ? 

.h • « 

Thus every day we hear the w€>rfl)ippers of the world 
decry the world they ferve ; complain with the utmoft 
diffatisfa£lion of their lot ; utt^F the keeneA iavaQive^ 

againft 
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againft its injuftice and abufes ; cenfure, condemn, and 
deipife it ; but find me if you can any truly pious f<Mls, 
who fend forth inve£Hves againft virtue ; who condemn 
or defpife it ; and who deteft their lot of being embarked 
in a voyage, fo full of chagrin and bitterncfs. TTie 
world itfclf continually envies the deftiny of the virtuous, 
and acknowledges that none are happy but the upright ; 
but find me a truly pious foul, who envies the deftiny oF 
the world ; who publifties, that none are happy but its par- 
tifans ; who admires the wifdom of their choice, and re- 
gards his own condition as the moft miferable and the mofi 
foolifh : What fhall I fay ? We have frequently feen fin- 
ners, who, through defpair and difguft at the world, have 
fled to th^ oppofite extremes ; lofe reft, health, reafon, 
and life ; fall into ftates of horror, and the blackeft melan- 
choly^ and no longer vegard Hfe but as the greateft torment. 
But where are the righteous, whom the difgufls which ac- 
company virtue have thrown into fuch dreadful extremi- 
ties ? They fometimes complain of their forrows ; but 
they ftill prefer them to the pleafures of the paflions : Vir- 
tue, it is true, may fometimes appear melancholy and un- 
pleafmg to them ; but with all her fadnefs, they love her 
much more than guilt ; They would wi(h a few more fen- 
fible fupports and confolations from the Father of Meities ; 
but they deteft thofe of the world : They fuffer; but the 
fame hand which proves, fupports them; and they are 
not tempted beyond their ftrength : They feel what you 
call the weight of the yoke of Jefus Chrift ; but in recall- 
ing the load of iniquity, under which they had fo long 
groaned, they find their prefent lot happy, and the com- 
parifon calms and comforts them. 

In effeft, my brethren, in the firft place, the violences 
which we do to ourfelves, arc much more agreeable than 

thofe 
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thore which come from without, and happen in fpite of us# 
Now the violences of virtue, are at leaft voluntary : Thefe 
are croITes which we choofe from reafon, and impofe up- 
on ourfelves from duty : they are often bitter, but we are 
confoled by the refle£lion of having chofen them. But the 
difgufls of the world are forced crofles, which come with- 
out our being confulted : It is a hateful yoke, which is 
impofed on us againft our will : We wifli it not : we de- 
teft it ; yet neverthelcfs we muft drink ail the bitternefs of 
the cup. In virtue, we only fuffer, beduufe it is our in- 
clination to fuffer : In the world, we fuffer fo much the 
more, in proportion as we wifh it lefs, and as our inclina- 
tions are inimical to our fufierings. 

Secondly, The difgufis accompanying virtue are a bur- 
den only to indolence and lazinefs^ thefe are repugnan- 
ces, bitter only to the fenfes : But the difgufis of the 
world ; ah ! they pierce to the quick ; they mortify all the 
pafTions ; they humble pride ; pull down vanity ; light up 
envy ; mortify ambition, and none of our feelings efcaper 
the influence of their fadnefs and bitternefs. 

Thirdly, thofe of virtue arc fenfible only in their firfi 
operation : The firfi efforts cofi us much ; the fequel foft- 
ens and tranquillizes them ; the paflions, which are general- 
ly the occafion of any difguft at virtue, have this in parti- 
cular, that the more we reprefs them, the more tra£lable 
they become ; the violences we do to them, gradually calm 
the heart, and leave us lefs to fuffer from thofe to come ; 
but the difgufis of the world are always new ; as they al- 
ways find in us the fame paffions, they always leave us the 
fame bittcrneffes ; thofe which have gone before, only ren- 
der thofe that follow more infupportable. 

In 
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In a word, the difgufis of the world inflame our paflions, 
and confequently increafe our fufferings ; thofe of virtue 
reprefs them, and by thefe means gradually eftabliih peace 
and tranquiility in our fouK 

Fourthly, The difgulls of the world happen to thofe 
who moft faithfully ferve it : It does not treat them better, 
becaufe they are more devoted to its party, and more zeal- 
ous for its abufes ; on the contrary, the hearts moft ardent 
for the world, are^mofi always thofe who experience the 
largeft fhare of its mortifications ; becaufe they feel more 
fenfibly its negleQ and injuftice : Theiradour for it, is the 
fource of all their uneafinefles. But with God, we have 
only our coldnefs to dread ; for the difgufts which may 
accompany virtue, in general, have only relaxation and 
idlenefs **for principle ; • the more our ardour for the 
Lord increafes, the more do our difgufts diminiih ; the 
itiore our zeal inflames, the more do our repugnan- 
ces weaken; the more we ferve him with fidelity, the 
more charms and confoiations do we find in his fervice ; 
It is by relaxing, that we render our duties difagreeable ;, 
it is by leflening our fervour, that we add anew weight to 
our yoke ; and if in fpite of our fidelity, the difgufts con- 
tinue, they are then trials, and not punifliments; it is not 
that confoiations arc refufed, it is a new occafion of merit 
which is prepared for us ; it is not an irritated God, who 
ihuts his heart to us ; it is a merciful God, who puri- 
fies our own ; it is not a difcontented mafter, who fuf- 
pends his favours ; it is a jealous Lord, who wiflies to 
prove our love ; our homages are not reje£led ; our 
fubmiflions and fervices are only anticipated ; it is not 
meant to repulfe, but to aflure to us the price of our fuf. 
ferings, by rcjcfting every thing which might ftill mingle 
the man with God ; ouffelvcs with grace; human fupports 

with 
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with the gifts of Heaven ; and the riches of firith with the 
confolationi of feif love. Behold* my brethren, the laft 
truth, with which I fliall terminate this diTcourfe : Not on- 
]y the difgufis accompany virtue, are not fo bitter as thofe 
of the world, but they likewife polfefs refources which 
thofe of the world have not. 

Reflect. IV. I iay refources : alas ! my brethren, w^ 
find none but in virtue. The world wounds the heart ; 
but it furniihet no reitiedies : It has its chagrins, but noth^ 
ing to comfort them : It is full of difgufts and bittemefsi 
but we find no refources in it. But in virtue, there is no 
forrow which has not its confolation ; and if in it we find 
repugnances and difgufis, we find likewife a thoufand re-» 
fources which footbe them. 

In the firfi place. Peace of heart, and the teftimony of 
the confcience. What luxury, to be at peace with our* 
felves ; no longer to carry within us that importunate and 
corroding worm, which purfued us every where : no Ion-* 
ger to be racked by eternal remorfes, which poifoned every 
comfort of life : In a word, to be delivered from iniquity ! 
The fenfes may fiill fuSer from the forrows of virtue, but 
the* heart at leafi is tranquil. 

Secondly, The certainty that our fofltrings are not loft ; 
that our forrows become a new merit for us ; that our re- 
pugnances, in preparing for us new facrifices, fecure an 
additional claim 10 the proroifes of faith; that were virtue 
to cod us lefs, it would likewife bear an inferior ||(rice in 
the fight of Grod ; and that he only renders the road fo dif- 
ficult, in order to render our crown more brilliant and 
glorious. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Submiffion to the orders of God« who has his 
reafons for refufing to 'us the vifible confolations of virtue ; 
whofe wifdom confults our ihtereft more thaa our paffions ; 
and who' has preferred bringing us to himfelf by a lefs 
agreeable road, becaufe it is a more fecure one« 

Fourthly, The favours with which he accompanies our 
forrows ; which fuftain our faith at the fame time that our 
violences lower felf-love ; which fortify our heart in truth, 
at the fame time that bur fenfes are difgufted with it : which 
make our mind prompt and fervent, although the fleQi is 
weak and feeble; in fo much, that he renders our virtue 
fo much the more folid, as to us it feems melancholy and 
painful. 

Fifthly, The external fuccours of piety, which are fo 
many new refources in our faintings and thirft ; the holy 
myfteries, where Jefus Chrift, himfelf the comforter of 
failhful fouls, comes to confole our heart ; the truths of 
the divine writings, which promife nothing in this world 
to the upright but tribulation and tears ; calm our fears, by 
informing us, that our pleafures are to come ; and that the 
fuiferings which difcourage us, far from making us diflruft 
our virtue, ought to render our hope more animated and 
certain : In a word, the hiftory of the faints, who have 
undergone the fame difgufts and trials ; confequently, we 
have fo much the lefs reafon to complain, as chara£lers fo 
infinitely more pious than we have experienced the fame 
lot; that fuch has almoft always been the condu£l of God 
towards his fervants ; and that if any thing in this life can 
prove his love towards us, it is that of his leading us by 
the fame path that he did the faints, and treating us in this 
world in the fame manner as he did the upright. 

Sixthly, The tranquillity of the life, and the unifor- 
VoL. I. N mity 
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mity of the duties, which have fucoeeded to the phrenfies of 
the paffions, and the tunralt of a worldly life ; which have 
provided for us much more happy and peaceful days than 
thofe we had ever pafled in the midft of diflipatton ; ind 
which, though they ftili leave us fomething to fufler, yet 
occafion us to enjoy a more tranquil and fupportable lot. 

Lafily, Faith, which brings eternity nearer to us ; which 
difcovers to us the infignificancy of worldly affairs ; that 
we approach the happy term ; that the-prefent life is but a 
rapid inftant ; and confequently, that our fuflferings can- 
not endure long, but that this fleeting moment of tribula- 
tion aflures to us a glorious and immortal futurity, which 
will endure as long as God himfelf. What refources for 
a faithful heart f What difproportion betwixt the fufferings 
of virtue and thofe of guilt ! It is in order to make us feel 
the difference that God often permits the world to pofiefs us 
for a time ; that in youth we deliver ourfelves up to the fway 
of the paiCons ; on purpofethat when he afterwards recalls u9 
to himfelf, we may know by experience how much more 
eafy is his yoke than that of the world : I will permit, fays 
he in the Scriptures, that my people ferve the nations of 
the earth for feme time ; that they allow themfelves to be 
feduced by their profane fuperfiitions, in order that they 
may know the difference betwixt my fervice and the 
fervice of the kings of the earth ; and that they may feel 
how much more eafy is my yoke than the fervitude of 
men. 

Happy the fouls, who, in order to be undeceived, have 
had no occafion for this experience, and who have not fo 
dearly bought the knowledge of this world's vanity, and the 
melancholy lot of iniquitous paffions. Alas! finceatlaftwe 
muft be undeceived, and muft- abandon and defpife it ; fince 

the 
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tke.daj^ will cMie. whea wefluiQ find it frivoloas^ difguflingi 
aad iftfuipporublo , .when of aM ita foolifh joys^ there ihaH 
pa loi^v remium to us, hut tbe cruel remorre of having 
yielded tp then; the conEufioa of haviag foUowed them ; 
the obfladet to good which they will have left in-our heart ; 
why aoi aniicipafee ^nd pievenft ftich melancholy regrets ? 
Why not do to-day, what we allow ourfdves muft one day 
be dane? W|^ wait till the world has nade fuch deep^ 
wouoda in our heart, to run afterwaf ds to remedies, which 
cannot re^eflaihUlk us without greater pain, and coding lur 
doubly dear ? We compl&in of Cone Qight difgufts which 
accompany virtue ; but alas ! the lirft believers^ wfaoi» to 
the maxiiBft. of tbe goTpeK facrifi«ed their riches, reputa- 
tion, aad life ;. who sun. to the fcaffbldsi to confefs Jefut 
Cbrift;, who palled tbeif dayt ia chains, in prifon^, int 
Cbame and in fuftsraace, and to whom it eoft fo much to 
feive JeliM ChriA; did they complaiiii of: the bitternefs ofi 
his (ervice ? Did they roproacb him with lendertng unbap<^ 
py tbofe who fenred bim#? Ab ! they glorified themfelvea 
in their tribulation; they preferred (bame and difgrace 
with Jefus Chrift ta att the vai» pkafures of £gypt ; they 
reckoned as nothing,, wheels^ fires, and every iiiftrument oi 
torture, in the hopes of a blefled immortality, which 
would amply reconi^ii£s their prefent fitfierings : la the 
xnidft of torments, they chanted hymn* ; and regarded as( 
a gain, tbe lofs of all, for the interefts of their mafter.: 
What a life, in tbe eyes of the flefb, is that of thefe u»» 
fortunate men, prefcribed, perfecutedti driven from their 
count[y, having o^y dena and caverns foe tbciir habitatioRv 
regarded every where a& the horror, ol the univerfe ; be*, 
come execrable to their friends, their fellow-citizens, and 
their relations ! They efteemed themfelves 4iappy in be-^ 
longing to Jefus Chrifi ; in their opinion, they could not* 
too dearly purchafe the glory of being bis difciples, and 
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the confolation of pretending to his promifes : And we, 
iny brethren, in the midft of too many of the conve- 
siencies of life ; furrounded by too much abundance, 
profperitry and worldly glory ; finding, perhaps for our 
xnisiortune, in the applaufes of the world, which cannot 
prevent itfelf from efleeming worth, the rccompenfe of 
virtue; in the midft of our relations, our children, and 
our friends ; we complain, that it cofts us too much to 
ferve Jefus Chrift ; we murmur againfl the flight bittemefs 
we experience in virtue; we almoft perfuade ourfelves, 
that God requires too much of his creatures : Ah ! when 
the comparifon iball one day be made betwixt thefe little 
difgufis which we exaggerate fo /nuch ; and the. crofles, the 
wheels, the fires, and all the the tortures of the martyrs ; the 
aufteritiesof the anchorites ; the fails, the tears, andfuffer- 
ings of fo many holy penitents ; alas ! we fliall then blufh 
to find ourfelves almoft fingle before Jefus Chrift ; we, 
who have futfered nothing for him ; to whom his kingdom 
lias coft nothing ; and who individually bearing before his 
tribunal more iniquities than a number of faints together, 
cannot, however, in aflembling all our works of piety, 
compare them united to a fingle inftanceof their exertions. 

Let us ceafe, therefore, to complain of God, fince he 
has fo many reafons to complain of us ; let us ferve him 
as he wifhes to be ferved by us; if he foftens our yoke, 
let us blefs his goodnefs, which prepares thefe confolations 
for our weaknefs ; if he makes us feel the whole extent of 
its weight, let us flill efteem ourfelves happy, that he 
deigns at that price to accept of our works and homage : 
With equal gratitude, let us receive from his hand confo- 
lation or affli£lion, fince every thing which proceeds from 
him alike conducts us to him : Let us learn, to be as the 
Apoftle, in want or abundance, provided we belong to Jefus 

Chrift 
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Chrill ; the eflential part is not, to ferve him with pleaHire, 
it is not to ferve him with fidelity. In reality, my breth- 
ren, in fpite of all the difgufls or repugnances which may 
accompany virtue, there is no real or true pleafure but iix* 
fervingGod; there is no folid confolation to be reaped, 
but by atuching ourfelves to him. No, faid the Sage, it 
is ftill better to feed upon the bread of wormwood and gall 
with the fear of the Lord, than to live in the midft of 
pleafures and profane joys, under the lafli of his wrath 
and indignation. Alas ! of what pleafure can wc be ca*- 
pable, when we are the enemies of God ? What pleafure 
can we tafie, when we bear in bur heart only the anguiih 
and bittemefs of guilt ? No, fays the Sage once mofe. 
The fear of God can alone charm our wearineffes ; foften 
our momenta of melancholy ; foothe our endlefs angu^fh- 
es ; and enable us to find a certain degree of fweetnefs, 
even in the evils incident to<our nature. It is that which 
rienders retirement fweet, and enables us to enjoy repofe, 
far from the. world and its amufements : It is that which 
makes days pafs quickly, and occupies in peace and tran* 
quiility every moment ; and though apparently it allows us 
more leifure than a worldly life, yet it leaves a much fmall- 
er portion to wearinefs. 

Great God ! What honour does not the world uninten- 
tionally pay to thy fervice ! What an aflPeAing enlogtum 
on the deiliny of the upright is the lot of Tinners ! How 
w^ll, my God, thou knoweil to extort glory and praife 
from even thy enemies ! and how little excufe thou leaveft 
to thofe fouls who depart from thy paths, fince in order to 
draw them to virtue, thou makeft a refource to them even 
of their crimes ; and employeft their wants to recal them 
to thy eternal mercies. 

Now to God, &c. SERMON 



SERMON IV. 

THE UNCERTAINTY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IN A 
STATE OF LUKEIVARMNESS. 



Luke iv. gjS. 
And he vqft oui of the Synagogue., and eniered inio 5t- 
mon'^s houjt : and Anion's wift's mother was taken with a 
great fever : and they befought him for her. 

JN OTHING more natusalLy roprefents the {kuation oE a 
languid aod lukewarm foul, than the flate of laBxta^tPf^ 
in which the gofpel here deCcribes Peter's mother-in^-lavr 
to have been. It may be faB» that coldnefs aad indolence 
in the ways of God, though otherwife accompanied with 
a life free from enormities^ is a kind of fecret' and danger- 
ous Sever, which gradually undermines the powers of thd 
foul, changes all its good difpofitions, weakens its facul- 
ties, infenfibly corrupts its inward parts, alters iu propen- 
fities, fpreads an univerfal bitternefs through all- its duties, 
difgufts it with every thing proper, with all holy and ne- 
ceflary nourifliment ; and fini Aes at laft, by a total extinc- 
tion, and an inevitable death. 

This langour of the foul, in the path of falvation, is fo 
much the more dangerous,, as it is lefs obferved. 

Our exemption from open irregularity gives us confix 
dence ; the external regularity o£ condufi, which attrafis 
from men thofe praifes due only to virtue, flatters us ; and 
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tlic fccret comparifon we make of our morals with thtex. 
ceffes of thofc avowed finncrs, whom the world and their 
paflions govern, unites to blind ns : We regard our Iitti. 
ation as a ftate, lefs perlefi indeed, but always certain oT 
fal vation ; feeing our confcience can only reproach us witk 
indolence and negligence in the difcharge of our duties ; 
too lenient a correftion of our appetites ; felf-love, and 
fome flight infidelities, which do not bring death to the 
foul. Neverthelefs, fince the holy writings reprefent the 
adulterous and the lukewarm foul as equally reje6led by 
God ; and as they pronounce the fame anathema againft 
thofe who defpife the works of the Lord, and thofe who 
perform them with negligence, this ftate of coldnefs and 
languor in the ways of God, muft neceflarijy be very fuf- 
picious with regard to falvation, both from the prefent dif- 
pofitions which it gives to the foul ; and from thofe to 
which, fooner or later, it never fails to lead it. 

I fay, in the firft place, from the prefent difpofltions it 
gives to the foul ; namely, a fund of indolence, felf-love, 
difguft at virtue, infidelity, and deliberate difregard to 
every thing they believe not abfolutely effential in their du- 
ties : Difpofltions, that form a flate, very doubtful of fal- 
vation. 

Secondly, From thofe, to which, fooner or later, lukc- 
warmnefs conduSs us ; namely, a forgetfulncfs of God, 
and an open and fliameful departure from every thing fa- 
cred. 

\^ 

From thefe I wifti to eftablifli two capital truths in this 
matter, which expofe the danger of a lukewarm and infi- 
del life ; and which, from their importance, will furhifh 
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us with fubje£l for two dircourfes. The firft, that it i$ 
very doubtful, whether in this habitual ftate of coldnefs 
and languor, the lukewarm foul (as it believes,} preferves 
the righteoufnefs and fan£lifying grace upon which it 
grounds its fecurity. 

The fecond, That it were even lefs doubtful, whether 
it had preferved or loft before God, the fanttifying grace ; 
at any rate, it is certain of being unable long to pre- 
ferve it. 

The uncertainty of righteoufnefs in a ftate of lukewarm- 
nefs. This firft truth will be the fubjefl of the prefent 
Difcourfe. 

The certainty of a departure from righteoufnefs in that 
ftate is the fecond truth, upon which, in the following one, 
I {hall endeavour to inftrufi you. 

Part I. "If we fay that we have no fin, we deceive 
ourfelves, and the truth is not in us," fays an Apoftle. 
The pureft virtue below is never free, therefore, from 
ftain. Man, full of darknefs and pafTions, fince the entrance 
ot fin into the world, cannot always be fo attentive to regu- 
larity, but that he muft fometimes be deceived, and err ; 
nor fo imprefled with invifible good, but he will allow 
himfelf to be fometimes caught by worldly and oftenfible 
riches ; becaufe their impreflions on the mind are lively 
and quick, and they always find in our hearts difpofitions 
too favourable to their dangerous feduSions. 

The fidelity which the law of God exaQs from juft fouls, 
excludes not, therefore, a thoufand imperfcQions, infepa- 
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Table from bur nature, and from which the moft guarded 
and watchful piety.CBniiot.defeiiditfelf; but of thefe, there 
veiwodercnptiohs :'.The firfi» whicb happen through our 
weakhefs, are lefs infidelities, than furprifes, where the 
weight of corruption preponderates over thd. inclination or 
choice; and which the Lord, fays St. Augufiine, permits 
to rietnain in the mbft faithful fouls» in order to hourifli 
their humility ; excite their lamentations ; reanimate their 
dtfirts; their difguili at their prefent exilement, and their 
longings for its termination : The fecond clafs are thoC^ 
'which pleafe us ; which we juftify to ourfelves ; which it 
appears impoflibk for us tocenounce ; which wc lookup- 
on as neceffary fweetners of virtue ; in which we fee no- 
thing criminal, becaufe we perceive not the guilt ; which 
form a part of the deliberate and general fyftem. of our 
inorals and.condiiS, and' conftitute that ftate of indolence 
and coldnefs in' the ways of God, which is the caufe of 
condemnation to fo many, born otherwife, perhaps, with 
principles of virtue,., dietieftation of iniquity ; a fund otrc* 
ligion, and fear oi God.; and happy difpofitions for (alva- 
tion. • 

Now, I -fay, that this fiate of relaxation and infidelity; 
this tranquil and continued negligence of every thing 
whicb: perhaps appears not eflential in our duties ; this ef- 
feminate indulgence of all our defires, fo long as they of- 
fer not a£lual guilt to our fight : In a word, this life, a1* 
together according to our animal nature, our humours, 
temperaments, and felf-love, fo common with thofe who 
make a public profeflion of piety ; fo fafe in appearance ; 
fo glorious even in the eyes of men ; and to which the 
general error attaches the names of virtue and regularity : 
I fay, that this isaflate extremely doubtful, to attain falva- 
tion; that it derives iu fource from an irregular heart. 

Vol. I. O where 
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Where the Holy Spirit no longer reigns ; and that 'aH the 
rules of Faith induce us to think, that a foul of this def- 
cription is already, without being fenfible of it, fallen from 
Tighteoufnefs and grace : In the firft place, Becaufe> the 
defireof perfefiionefiemiai to Chriflian piety, isettinguifli- 
cd in his heart. Secondly, Becaufe the rules of fnith, al- 
moft always very uncertain in the diftin£tion of giiiit from 
venial errors, . with regard to other finners, are infinitely 
more fo with refped to the unfaithful and lukewarm heart. 
Thirdly, Becaufe of all the external marks of a living and 
habitual charity, there is not in it the fmalleil appearance 
of one* Let us inveftigate tbefe truths ; for they are indeed 
worthy of your attention. 

Every Chriftian foul is obliged to bend" every effort to* 
tirards the perfe£lion of his fiate. I fay obliged : for although 
the degree of perfeftion be not comprifed in the precept, 
(o endeavour at, to labour for perfefiion is neverthelefs a 
commandment, and a duty eflential'toevery believer, fie 
ye perfefl, fays our Saviour, becaufe the heavenly Father 
whom ye ferve is perfeft. I can perceive but one eflential 
point, fa id St. Paul, viz. to forget whatever I have done 
to this period ; (and what, my brethren, was he to.forg'et ? 
his endlefs labours, continual fuRerings, and apoftolic 
courfes; fo many nations converted to faith ^ fo many il- 
. luftrious churches founded ; fo many revelations and prodi- 
gies ?) and inceffantly advancing to direQ my views to the 
attainment of what I have yet to perform. The defire of 
perfection ; the continued efforts to attain it ; the holy in* 
quietudes in confequence of the innumerable pbftacles 
which check our progrefs, do not therefore comprife only 
a (imple advice, and a pra£lice referved for the cloifier 
and the defert alone, they form the eflential ftate of a 
Chriftian, and the life according to faith on this earth.. 

For 



STATE OF XUKEWARMNESS. 107 

I For the life, accoffdiog t« faith, which the juft man 
Ic^a. is only aa uninterrupted defire, that the kingdom of 
God may be accomplilbed in our hearts ; a holy eagernefs, 
to form a perfeft refemblance in us to Jefus Chnft, and 
to increafe ev^n to the plenitude of the new man ; -a con- 
tinual lamentation, excited' by the internal fenftbility of 
our own miferies, atid by the load of corruption which 
opprefles the fouU and makes it to bear fo many marks 
ftili of the worldly man ; a daily jftruggle betwixt the law 
of the Spirit, which continually wiflies to raife us above 
our fenfual appetites, and the dominion of the fleih, 
which inceflantly draws us back towards ourfelves : Such 
is the fUte of faith, and of Chriftian piety. Whoever 
you be, great, or of humble rank, prince or fubje£l, cour< 
tier or reclufe, behold the perfe6kion to which you are call* 
ed ; behold the ground-work, and the.fpirit of your voca« 
tion. The au&erities of an Anchorite ; the filence and fo* 
litude of the defert ; the poverty of the cloifter, are not 
demanded of you ; but you are required to labour inccf- 
fantly towards the repreffion of thofe internal dcfircs, which 
oppofe themfelves to the law of God ; to mortify thofe re« 
bellious inclinations, which fo unwillingly fubrait to order 
and duty ; in a word, to advance as much as pofTible your 
perfefi conformity with Jefus Chrift : Behold the degree 
of perfection to which Chriftian grace calls you, and the 
eflential duty of a juft foul. 

Now, from the moment you give way to every inclina- 
tion, provided it extends not to the abfolute infraction of 
the precept ; from the moment you confine y ourfelves to . 
the effentials of the law ; that you eftablifti a kind of fyf- 
tem of coldnels and negligence ; that you fay to yourfelves, 
•* We are unable to fupport a more exa£l, or more cxem 
*• plary life;".frQm that moment you renounce the defirc 
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of perfcftion : You no longer propofe to yourJelvcs an 
unceafing advancenient towards that point of piety and hoiU 
nefs to which the Almighty calls you, and towards which 
his grace never ceafes to impel you in fecret : You no 
longer grieve over thofe miferies and weaknefTes, fo inimi- 
cal to your progrefs : You no longer wifh the kingdom of 
God to be ellablifhed in your hearts : You abandon, there- 
fore, from that moment, the great work of righteoufnefs, 
at which you are commanded to labour : You negle£l the 
care of your foul : You enter not into the defigns of grace. 
On the contrary, you check its holy imprefEons : You 
are no longer Chriflian ; that is to fay, that this difpofi- 
tion alone, this formal intention of limiting yourfelves to 
the efTentials, and of regarding all the reft as laudable ex- 
cefles, and works of fupererogation, is a ftate of (in and 
death, fince it is an avowed contempt of that great com- 
mandment, which requires us to be perfefl ; that is to. fay, 
to labour towards becoming fo. 

Neverthelefs, when we come to inftru£l you with re- 
gard to Chriftian perfe£lion, you look upon it as to be 
found only in cloifters and folitudes, and fcarcely will you 
deign to give the fmalleft attention to our inftru£lions. 
You deceive yourfelves, my brethren : The individuals 
who adopt retirement, certainly employ aufterities^ faft- 
ings, and watchings, as means to fucceed in that mortifi- 
cation of the paiTions, to which we are equally invited : 
They engage themfelves to a perfection of means, which I 
confefs our flate will not admit of ; but the perfe£lion of 
the end, to which thefe means condufi, viz. the com- 
mand and regulation of the affe6lions, proper contempt 
of the world, detachment irom ourlelves, fubmiflion of 
the fenfes and the flefli to the Spirit, and renovation of 
the heart, are the perfc£lion of all fiatcs, the engagement 
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of all Chriftians, and the covenant of our baptifm. To 
renounce this perfefiion- therefore, by limiting ourfdvea 
from choice, or in confequence of our rank in the world; 
to an effeminate, fenfual, and worldly life, exempt- only 
from.flriking enormities, i% to renounce the Chrifiian calU 
ing, and change the grace of faith, which has made us 
members ot Jefus Chrifi, into a ihameful and unworthy 
indolence. Firft reafon. 

But were this ftate even not fo dubious for falvation, 
with refpcfl to the defire of that perfeClion eflential to a 
Chriftian life, and which is extinguifhed in a lukewarm 
and unfaithful foul, it would become fo by the imbecility 
which it occafions, and in which it places itfelf, of diflin- 
guilhing in its condu£l the infidelities which may extend 
to guilt, from thofe which may be termed fimple errors. 
For though it is true, that all iins are not fins which bring 
death, as St. John obferves, and that Chrifiian morality 
acknowledges errors, which only grieve the Holy Spirit 
within us ; and others which extinguiCh it altogether in 
the foul ; neverthelefs the rules which it furnifhes to dif- 
tinguiOi thefe, can neither be always certain nor general 
at the moment they are applied : Some circumilances re- 
lative to ourfelves continually change their nature. I 
fpeak not here of thofe manifeft and abfolute tranfgreflions 
of the precepts marked in the law, which leave no hefita- 
tion refpe£ling the enormity of the offence : I fpcak of a 
thoufand doubtful and daily tranfgreffions ; of hatred, 
jealoufy, evil-fpeaking, fenfuality, vanity, idlenefs, du- 
plicity, negligence in the praQice of our duties, and am- 
bition ; in all which, it is extremely difficult to define 
how far the precept may be violated : Now, I fay, that it 
is by the difpofition alone of the heart, that the meafure 
and guilt of thefe faults can be decided ; that the rules 
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there are always uncertain and changeable ; and that fre-> 
quently what is only weaknefs or fuprife in the juft, is 
guilt and corruption not only in the finner, but likewifc 
in the lukewarm and unfaithful foul : This is proven by 
the following examples taken from the Holy writings. 

Saul, in difobedience to the order of the Lord, fpared 
the king of the Amalekites, and the moil precious fpoils 
of that infidel prince. The crime does not appear confider- 
able ; but as it proceeded from a fund of pride, of relaxa- 
tion in the ways of God, and a vain complaifance in his 
viEtory ; this a£lion is the commencement of his reproba* 
tion, and the Spirit of God withdraws itfelf from him. 
Jofliua, on the contrary, too credulous, fpares the Gibe- 
onites, whom the Lord had commanded him to extermi- 
nate : He went not before the ark to confult him previous 
to his alliance with thefe impoflors. But this infidelity 
being an a£l of precipitancy and furprife, rather than a 
difobedience ; and proceeding from a heart fiill faithful, 
religious, and fubmiflive to God, it appears flight in his 
eyes, and the pardon almofl immediately follows the crime. 
Now if this principle be incontrovertible, upon what do 
you depend, when you regard your daily and habitual in- 
fidelities as flight ? Are you acquainted with all the cor- 
ruption of your lieart, from which they proceed ? God 
knows it, who is the fearcher and judge ; and his eyes are 
very different: from thofe of men. But if it be permit- 
ted to judge before the time, fay, if this fund of indolence 
and infidelity which is in you ; of voluntary perfeverance 
in a fiate difpleafrng to God ; of deliberate contempt for 
all the duties which you confider as not cfTential ; of at- 
tention and care, as: I may fay, to labour only for the 
Lord when he opens before you the gates of puniihment 
and deilrufiion: Say, .if all thefe can conilitute in his 
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fight a fiate worthy of a Chriftian heart ; and if faults, 
which proceed from fo' coitupted a principle, can in re<> 
aiity be flighty or worthy of indulgence ? 

Bsuii, my brethren, that miraculous man, to whom the 
fecrets of heaven had been revealed ; Paul, who no lon- 
ger lived for himfelf, bat in whom Jefus Chrift alone liv. 
'ed ; Paul, who earneftly longed every moment for the dif« 
folution of his earthly body, that he might be clothed with 
immortality : This Apoftle, always ready .to facrifice his 
life for his matter, and a willing vi£lim to faith * this ele£l- 
^ inftrument of our Lord and Saviour, whofe confcience 
could reproach him with nothing; knew not, however, 
whether he merited the love or hatred of his Lord ? whether 
he ftill pofleflied in his heart, or had forfeited the invifi- 
ble treaf ure of charity ; and in thefie melancholy doilbts, 
the teftimony of his confcience was infufficient to calm 
his dread and uncertainty. David, that king fo penitent, 
whofe delights were centered in the.conftant meditation of 
the law of God, and whom the Holy Spirit calls a king 
after God's own heart ; David trembles, however, Jeft the 
iniquity of his crimes be not fufficiently known to him ; 
left the corruption of his heart conceals not from him 
their enonnity. He figures to himfelf unknown gulfs in 
his confcience; which caufe him to flied torrents of tears ; 
to proftrate himfeif before the M^j^fty and Holinefs df his 
God, and fapplicate his affiftance towards hfs purification 
from fecret infidelities, by making him lenfibleof them. 
And you, who watch not; nor fearch your hearts ; you, 
who devoted to lukewarm and fenfual' habits, with delibe- 
rate copinefs, allow yourfelves every day a thoufand infi- 
delities, upon the iniquity of which, you are utterly igno- 
rant what judgment the Almighty may form : You, who 
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every moment experience thofe futpicious ebulitions of 
pafTion, where, in fpite of all your felf-indulgence, you 
find it to difficult to prove, that the will has not accompa* 
nied the gratification : and that you have not overflept 
that critical and dangerous line, which diftinguiOies afiual 
guilt from involuntary error: You, in whomalmoft every 
a£lion is fufpicious ; who every moment may be demand- 
ing at your own heart, •* Have I not gone too far ?" who^ 
in your own confcience, ieel movements and regrets, 
which you will never quiet : You, who in fpite of fo ma* 
ny juft fubjefi:s of. dread, believe the ftate of your con- 
fcience to be perfeSly known to you ; that the decifions of 
your own fclf-love, with regard to your infidelities, are 
the decifions of the Almighty ; and that the Lord whom 
you ferve with fo much coldnefs and negligence, does not 
yield you up to your own blindnefs, and punifh your 
crimes, by making you miftake them : You can poffibly 
believe that you ftill preferve your righteoufnefs, and the 
grace of fan£Ufication, and can quiet yourfelves upon your 
vifible and habitual guilt, by a pretended invifible exer- 
cife of righteoufnefs, of which you can produce neither 
mark or proof ? 

O man ! How little art thou acquainted with the illu- 
fions of the human heart, and the terrible judgments of 
God upon thofe fouls which refemble thee ! Thou fayelL 
to thyfelf; lam rich, I am loaded with the good things 
of this world ; (with this, our Saviour formerly reproach- 
ed a cold and unbelieving foul ;) And thou perceivefl not, 
continued he, (for blindnefs and prefumption are the dif- 
tinguifhing chani£ler of coldnefs,) that in my fight, thou 
art poor, miferable, blind, and lofl to every thing. It is 
the dcfliny» therefore, of a lukewarm and unfaithful foul, 
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to live in error and illulion ; to believe bimfelf juft, and 
acceptable to God; while alas! before him« he is loft, 
without knowing, it, to both grace and righteoufnefs. 

And one reflefiion, which I beg you to make here, is, 
•.that the confidence of fuch fouls, is fo much the more il- 
Jufive and ill-founded, as there exifts not a foul, lefs capa- 
ble of judging of hi^ own heart, than the lukewarm and 
■ unfaithful one. For the avowed (inner cannot conceal his 
crimes from himfelf ; and he is fenfible, that he muft aflu- 
redly be dead to the Lord : The juft man, although ignor- 
ant whether he merits love or hatred of his mafter, enjoys 
neverthelefs a confcience free from reproach ; but the cold 
and unfaithful foul is involved in a ftate of a continual and 
inexplicable myftery to itfelf. For this lukewarmnefs in 
the ways of God, enfeebling in us the lights of faith, and 
ftrengthening our paflions, increafes our darknefs : Every 
infidelity is like an additional cloud, overfpreading the 
mind and heart, which darkens to our fight the truths 
of falvation : In this manner, the heart is gradually enve- 
loped ; the confcience becomes embarrafled ; the lights oi 
the mind are weakened : You are no longer that fpiritual 
Chriftian, capable of a proper judgment. Infenfibly you 
adopt maxims in fecret, which, as you think, diminifh 
your guilt : the blindnefs increafes in the fame propor- 
tion as the lukewarmnefs. 

The more you admit of this relaxation, in a more alter- 
ed light do your duties and rules appear : What formerly 
appeared eflential, no longer appears but a vain fcruplc : 
The omiflions, which, in the period of fervour for duty 
.and religion, would have excited in you the warmcft com- 
punflions, are now no longer regarded even as faults : The 
Vol. I. P principles. 



114 S £R M O K IV. 

principles, the judgment, the lights of the mind, are all 
changed. 

Now in this (ituation, who has told you, that in the judg- 
ment which you form on the nature of your infidelities, 
and your daily departure from virtue, you do not deceive 
yourfelves ? Who has told you, that the errors which you 
think fo flight, are in reality fo ; and that the difiant boun- 
daries which you prefcribe to guilt, and within which eve. 
ry thing to you appears venial, are really the limits of the 
law ? Alas ! the mod enlightened guides know not how to 
diflinguifh clearly in a cold and unbelieving confcience. 
Thefe are what I may call the evils of tliat languor in which 
we know nothing; where the wifeftof us can fay nothing 
with certainty ; and of which the fecret caufe is always an 
enigma. You are fenfible yourfelves, that in this fiate of 
relaxation, you experience in your hearts certain doubts 
and embarraflments, which you can never fufficiently clear 
up : That in your confciences there always remains fome- 
thing fecret and inexplicable, which you never wifh to 
fearchinto, or above half expofe. Thefe are not exagge- 
rations ; it is the real ilate and bottom of your foul which 
you feel a referve to lay open : You are fenfible, that even 
when proftrating yourfelves before the Almighty, the con- 
fefiion of your guilt never entirely corrcfponds with the 
moft intimate difpofitions of your heart ; that it never paints 
your internal fituation fuch as in reality it is ; and, in a 
word, that there always exifts in your heart fomething more 
criminal, than what in any Aatement oi it you can bring 
yourfelves to avow. And, indeed, how can you be cer- 
tain, that in thofe continual felf-gratifications ; in that ef- 
feminacy of manners which compofes your life ; in that at- 
tention to every thing which may flatter the fenfes, or re- 
move difquiet from you ; to facrificeto indolence and lazi- 
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nefs, all which appears not eflential in your duties ; how 
caa you'be certain, I fay, that your feif-love is not arriv- 
ed at that fatal point, which ferves to give it dominion over 
your heart, .and forever banifh from it Chriftian charity ? 
Who is able to inform you, in thefe frequent and volunta* 
ry infidelities, where, comforted by their pretended infig- 
nificancy, you oppoie the internal grace which lendeavours 
to turn you from them ; you continually a£l contrary to 
your own reafon and judgment ; whether this internal con- 
tempt of the voice of God ; this formal and daily abufe of 
your own lights and grace from God be not an outrage up- 
on the divine goodnefs ; a criminal contempt of his gifts ; a 
wickednefs in your deviations from virtue, which leaves no 
cxcufe ; and a deliberate preference toyourpaflions andyour- 
felves over Jefus Chrift, which can alone proceed from a 
heart where the love of all order and righteoufncfs is extin- 
guiflied ? Who can tell you, if in thefe recolleflions where 
your liUlefs mind has a thoufand times dwelt upon obje6h or 
events dangerous to modefty, your indolence in combating 
them has not been criminal ; and if the efforts which you 
afterwards made, were not an artifice of felf-love, in order 
to difguife their criminalty,; and quiet you on the indul- 
gence you had already yielded to your crimes ? Who would 
dare to determine. If, in thefe fe<^ret antipathies and ani- 
mofities, which you give yourfelves but little trouble to 
reftrain, (and that always more for the fake of appearances 
than through piety,) you have never exceeded tliat flippery 
line, beyond which dwell hatred, and death to the foul ! 
If, in that excefs of fenfibility, which in general accompa- 
nies all your affliQions, infirmities, lofTes, and difgraces, 
tbofc which you call feelings, attached and inevitable to na- 
ture, are not irregularities of the heart, and a revolt againil 
the decrees of Providence ? If, in all thofc attentions, and 
eagerneffes with which we fee you occupied, to manage 
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either the interefts of your worldly aSaifSi or the prcrefva- 
tion of a vain beauty, there is not either as much forward^ 
nefs as may amount to the crime of illegal ambition, or 
complaifance for yourfelf, and defire of pleafing, as may 
fully your heart with the guilt of fenfuality ? Great God ! 
who haft well difcerned, as thy fervant Job formerly re- 
marked, the fata) limits which feparate life from death, and 
light from darknefs, in the heart ; thefe are the gulfs and 
abyflcs over which mankind, little inftrufted in them, muft 
tremble ; and of which Thou referveft the manifefiation 
till the terrible day of they vengeance ftiall arrive. Second 
teafon, drawn from the uncertainty of the rules, which 
leaves the fiate of a lukewarm foul very fufpicious, and 
even renders it incapable of knowing itfelL 

But a final reafon, which to me appears ftill more deci* 
five, and more dreadful to the lukewarm foul, is there not 
being an appearance from which we can prefume, that it 
flill prefcrves the fan6lifying grace ; on the contrary, eve- 
ry thing induces us to fuppofe it forfeited ; that is to fay, 
that of all the fymptoms, of an habitual and living charity, 
there is not a veftige of one in it. 

For, my brethren, the firft charaQer of charity is to fill 
us with that fpirit of adoption in children, which leads us 
to love God as our heavenly Father, to love his law, and 
the juftice of his commandments ; and to dread the forfeit- 
ure of his love, more than all the evils with which he 
threatens os. 

Now, the attention alone with which a lukewarm foul 
examines whether an offence be venial, or extends further ; 
of difputing with God every article he may refufe him, 
without aflual guilt ; of iludying the law, only for the pur- 
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pore of knowing to what dcgret it may be violated-; of un- 
4^ea(ingfy preferring the iiiterefts of his own cupidity to 
thofeofgrac^';' and always juftifying thofe things which 
flatter the palBons, in oppofition to the rules Which check 
or forbid' them ; this attention, I fay can only proceed 
from a heart deftitute of faith and charity ; from a heart in 
which the Spirit of God, that fpirit of love aiid kindhefs, 
apparently no longer reigns. For no children but the prodi- 
gUl, are capable of quibbling in this manner wiYh-their father 
and proleftor ; of exercifing to the utmoft length of -fcvcri- 
ty any claims they njay have, and of feizing all they may 
think themfelves entitled to. 

Now, in order to give this i^efleftion all its weight : That 
difpofition, which deliberately allows itfelf every infidelity, 
which will n<5t, it believes, be followed by eterrlal punifh^ 
ment, is the difpofition of a flave and hireling; that is id 
fay, that could they promife themfelves the f^me impunity 
and indulgence from the Almighty, for the tranfgrefrion of 
the eflential points of the law, ihey would violate them 
with thcfaihtf difference iu they' violate the lea A ;' for, were 
cruel and avowed revenge,' calumny of the bbokefi'n^ture, 
tfnd criminal attachments, to be attended in futurity with 
no worfe confequences than flight and ^monYeMary refent-^ 
ments, accidental and carelefs evil-fpeakingj of too^ tnuch 
felf-love, they would feel no-more horror in the cMimiffion 
of the former, than the lad mentioned crimes ; that is to 
fay, that when faithful to the commandments, it is not from 
a lov^ of righteoufnefs, but the dread of thai pun i/hnycnt, 
which Would attend^ their infra£tion; it is not to ord^ and 
to the law that they fubmit themfelves^ it is to theirdiaf- 
fifements; it is not- the Lord they have in view, 'it is them- 
felves": For while his glory alone is interefted, and no feri- 
ous confequences may be expe£led to follow our infideli- 
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ties, from their apparent flightnefs, we are not afraid o£ 
dirplcafing him ; we even juftify to ourfelves in fecret thefe 
kind of tranfgreirions, by faying, that notwitbftanding 
they offendy and^are difpleaGng to the Lord, yet they bring 
iiot death, nor eternal puniihment to the foul : We are 
not afie£led by what regards only him ; his glory goes for 
. nothing in the diftin£lion we make betwixt a£lions allowed 
or forbidden ; our intereil alone regulates our fidelity ; and 
nothing, c^n warm our coldnefs, but the dread of everlafi- 
ing puniftiment. .We are even delighted at the impunity 
of thofe trivial tranfgreflions ; of being able to gratify our 
inclinations, without any greater misfoHune attending, than 
the difpleafure of the Almighty : We love this wretched liber- 
ty, which feems to leave us the right of being unpunifhed,, 
though unfaithful : We are the ^pologifis of it ; we carry 
it even further, than in reality it goes : We wifh all to be 
venial; gaming, drefs, fenfual pleafurts, paOion, animofi. 
ties, public fpeflacles, what fhall I fay ? We would wi(h 
this freedom to be univerfal ; that nothing which, gratifies 
our appetites ihould be punifhed; that the Almighty were 
neicher juft, nor the avenger of iniquity; and that we 
might yield ourfelves up to the gratification of every paf. 
lion, and violate the fan£lity of his law, without any dread 
of Ihefpvei^ity-of his juilice. Provided a lukewarm foul 
will defcend to an 'examination of itfelf, it will feel, that 
this is truly the principle of its b^rt,- and its re<(l difpofm 
tlon. 

Now, I alk you, is this the fituation of a foul in which 
the fanQifying charity and grace is Aili preferved ; that is 
to fay,, a foul which loves its Maker more than the world, 
more than all created beings, more than all pleafures or 
riches, more tlian itfelf ? Of a foul which can feel no joy 
but in his pofFef&on ; which dreads only his lofs, andknow»s 
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no misfortune but that of his difplealure ? Does the 
charit]r you flitter yourfelves ftill to preferve, feck, 
in this manlier, its proper ihtereft-? Does it regard, as 
nothing, the dtfpleafure of fiim it loves, provided its infi-i 
delities remain nripunitbfed ? .Does it think of difputing, 
like yoij,- every day, to whskt degree it may fafely ofiend 
him, in order to take its meafures accordingly; and then' 
allow itfelf every tranfgreffion, to which impunity is 
attached : Does it fee nothing amiable in its God, or 
capable of attaching the heart, but his chafiifement;^ ? Were 
he not even an Almighty and an avenging God, would it 
be lefs affe3ed by his infinite mercies, his truth, holinefs, 
wifdom, fatherly tendernefs, and protcflion ? Ah ! luke- 
warm and infidel foul| Thou loved him no longer : Thou 
loved, thou lived only for thyfelf. The fmall remains of 
fidelity, which dill keep thee from fia, are nothing but a 
fund of floth, timidity, and felf-love. Thou widieft 
to live in peace with thyfelf : Thou dreaded the embarraff- 
ments of a pallion, and the remorfe of 'a fuUied confci- 
ence : iniquity is become a fatigue, and that alone difpleafes 
thee with it : Thou feved thine own eafe ; and that is 
thy fole religion : Indolence is the only barrier which dops 
thee, and all thy virtue is limited to thyfelf, Affuredly, 
thou woulded wifli to know, whether this infidelity be a 
venial tranfgreflion, or if it extends further. Thou ac 
knowledged, that it difpleafes God, (for that point admits 
of no doubt,) yet is that not fufficient to turn thee from it ? 
Thou woulded wifli to know, whether it fo far difpleafes 
him, as to provoke his everlading wrath ? Ah ! Thou feed 
very well, that this invedigation tends to nothing by thyfelf ; 
that thy difpofition leads thee to think guilt nothing, as an 
offence, and a difpleafure to God 1 a powerful reafon, 
however, why it diould be detedable to thee : That thou 
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no longer ferveft the Lord in truth and in charity ; that thy 
pretended virtue is only a natural timidity ; iwljiich dare not 
expofe itfelf to the terrible thrieatenings. o^ the law; th^t 
thou art nothing but a tije and wretched ^flave^ to reftrain 
whom, it is neceflary.to keep fCQurges (:pptinually in thy 
fight : that thou refembleft that. unfaithful fery ant, who fe* 
creted his talent, bccaufe he knew that hi^. mailer was fe* 
vere ; and, but for that reafori, would have wafted it in dif- 
fipation ; and thaC in the preparation of the heart, . to which 
alone the Almighty looketh, thou hateft his law : Thou 
lov'eft every thing it forbids : Thou art no longer in chari- 
ty : Thou art a child oi death and perdition* 

. The fecond chara£ler of charity is to be tisiorous, and 
to magnify to ourfelves our fmallefi deviations : not that 
charity deceives or conceals from us the truth ; but difen- 
gaging the foul from the fenfes, it purifies our view of 
faith, and renders it more quick-fighted in fpiritual affairs ; 
and befides, whatever is in the fmalleft .degree difpleafing 
to the only obje£l ot our love, appears ferious and conC- 
derable to the foul which loves. Thus charity is always 
humble, timid, and diilruftful of itfelf; unceafingly agi* 
tated by its pious perplexities, which leave it in fufpenfe 
refpe£ling its real flate, always alarmed by thofe delicacies 
of grace, which make it tremble at every a£lion ; which 
make a kind of martyrdom of love, from the uncertainty 
in which they leave it ; and by which, however, it is pu- 
rified. Thefe are not the vain and puerile fcruples, which 
we blame in weak minds : They are thofe pious fears of 
charity and of grace, infeparable from every faithful and 
religious foul : It works its falvation with fear and trem- 
bling ; and even frequently regards as crimes, aftions, 
which arc often virtues in the fight of God ; and which at 
moft, can only be regarded as fimple weakneflcs* 

Thefe 
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Theft 4re OaUt holy perplexuiei of charity, which derive 
dieir touTcc even frooi the ligbta of faith. This path has, 
in lU ages, heen the path of the juft. 

Yet neverthelefs it is that pretended charity, of which 
in the midft of a vicious life, and of all your infidelities, 
ym believe yjourMves ftill poflefled, that makes them ap- 
pear flight to you : It is that charity itfelf, which you fup- 
pofe not to have loft, that comforts and encourages you ; 
that diminiflies jour faults io your own fight, and fixes you 
in a ftate jof peace and fecurity : In a word, that not only 
baniflies from your heart all ihofe pious alarms, infepafable 
from real piety, but makes you regard them as weaknefles, 
and even the exceiTes of piety. Now tell me, I beg of 
you, is not that an inconfiftency ? Does charity contradifi 
itfelf in that manner ? Or can you place much depend- 
ence on a love, which fo nearly refembles hatred ? 

The lad charafier of charity, is to be a£live and dili- 
gent in the ways of <jo4. We find how much the Apof* 
tie dwells on its aQivity and fecundity in the heart of a 
Cbriflian : It operates wherever it is ; it cannot, fay the 
faints, be idle : It fs a celeftial fire, which no power can 
hinder from (hewing itfelf, and from a£ling : It may feme- 
times indeed be overwhelmed, and greatly weakened, by 
the multitude of our weaknefles, but, while not entirely 
cxtingui(hed, there always proceed from it, as I may fay, 
fome fparks of fighs, wifties, lamentations, effort*;, and 
deeds. The Holy Sacrament reanimates it, prayer aroufes 
it; piouireading, affiifiion, difgrace, bodily infirmity, ail 
rekindle it, when not utterly extinguiflied. It is men- 
tioned in the fecond book of the Maccabees, that the fa* 
cred fire, which the Jews had concealed during their cap- 
tivity, was found at their return apparently extinfl. But 
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as the furfacc alone was obfcured, and the facrtd fire flill 
internally prefervcd all its virtue, fcarccly was it expofed 
to the rays of the fun, when they faw it infiantaoeoufly 
rekindle, and prefent to their fight a brightnefs altogether 
new, and an afiivity altogether afionilhing. 

Behold, my brethren, a faithful reprefentation of the 
coldnefs, of atrulyjuft foul; and which likewife would 
be your cafe, had the multitude of your infidelities done 
no more than cover and relax, as I may fay, without ex- 
tinguifhing the facred fire of charity within you : Behold, 
I fay, what ought to be your fituation, when you ap- 
proach the Holy Sacrament, or liften to the word of God. 
When Jefus Chrifi, the Sun of Righteoufnefs, darts upon 
you fome rays of his grace ^nd light, and infpires you with 
holy defires, your heart ought then U} be feen rekindled, 
and your fervour renewed : You then ought to appear all 
fire and animation in the pra£lice of your duty, aftd afton* 
ifli even the moft confident witneffes of your former life, 
by the renovation of y<5ur morals and zeaK 

Alas ! nothing, however, reanimates you. Even the bo- 
ly Sacrament leaves you all your coldnefs : The words of 
the gofpel which you liften to, fall upon your heart, like 
corn upon a fterile land, where it immediately dies : The 
fentiments of falvation, which grace operates within you, 
are never followed with any efFeft, in the melioration of 
your morals ; you continually drag on in the fame indo- 
lence and languor ; you depart from the holy altar equally 
cold, equally infenfible, as you approached it : We fee 
not in vou thefe renewals of zeal, piety, and fervour, fo 
common in juft fouls, and of which the motives are to be 
found in their deviations from duty. What you were yef- 
terday, you are to-day: The fame infidelities, the. fame 
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weikneOes.: You advance not a fingle ftep in the road to 
falvation ; all the fire of heaven could fcarccly rekindle 
in thie bottom of your heart this pretended charity, upon 
which you depend fo much. Ah ! my dear hearer, how 
much I dread that it is extin3, and that you arc dead in 
the fight of the Lord ! I wi(h not to anticipate the fecret 
judgments of God upon the confciences ; but I mud tell 
you, that your ftate is very far from being fafe ; I even 
tell yQu, that if we are to j.udge by the rules of faith, you 
are in difgrace with, and hated of the Lord : I tell you like- 
wife, that a coldnefs fo durable and conllant, cannot (ub- 
fiR with a principle of heavenly and eternal life, which 
always, from time to time at lead, betrays external move- 
ments and figns, faifes, animates itielf, and takes wing, 
as if to difengage itfelf from the fliackles which weigh 
it down ; and that a charity fo mute, fo indolent, and fo 
conftantly infenfible, exifts no more. 

But the great danger of this ftate, my brethren, is, that 
a lukewarm foul is fo without fcruplc : It feels that it 
might carry its fervour and fidelity to a much greater 
length, but it looks upon that zeal, and that exactitude, as 
a peVle£tion, and a grace, referved only for certain fouls, 
and not as a general duty ; in this manner they fix them* 
felves in that degree of coldnefs into which they are fallen ; 
they have not made, nor fcarcely attempted, the fmallefl 
progrcfs in virtue, fince the ardours of converfion. • It 
would appear, that having exhaufied all their tcrvouE 
againft the criminal paflTions with which they had at firff to 
combat, they imagine, that nothing now remains, but to 
enjoy in peace the fruits of their viQory ; a thoufand da- 
mages which ftill remain from their firfl fhipwreck, they 
think no more of repairing: So far. from endeavouring to 
reprefs a thoufand weaknelfes, and corrupted inclinations,. 
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left them by tlieir firft irregularities, they love and cheriOi 
them. The Holy Sacrament no longer reanimates or invi. 
gorates their faith ; it only amufes it. Converfion ts no 
longer the end they propofe ; they believe it already done : 
And, alas ! their confeffions even to the Almighty, are 
inore for the purpofe of amufing and lulling their confci- 
enccs, than the eSeflj of piety, and real contrition. 

We impofe greatly upon ourfelves, my brethren, with 
regard to our confciences reproaching us with nothing cri- 
minal ; for we fee not, that it is even that tranquillity 
which confiitutes the danger, and perhaps the guilt like- 
wife of it. We believe ourfelves in fecurity in our ftate, 
becaufe it perhaps oSers to our fight more innocence and 
regularity, than that of diforderly fouls ; and indeed, we 
wifli not to conceive how a life purely natural, fliould not 
be a life of grace and of faith ; or that a flate of habitual 
idlenefs and fenfual gratification, ihould be a flate of fin 
and death, in a Chriftian life. 

Thus, my dear hearer, you whom this difcourfe regards, 
reanimate yourfelf without ceafing in the fpirit of your 
vocation ; according to the advice of the Apoftle, raife 
yourfclf every day by prayer," by mortification of the 
fenfes, by vigilance over your paflions, and by a continual 
retrofpe£lion to, and inveftigation of your own heart ; 
that firft grace, which operates to draw you from the errors 
and wanderings of the world, and make you enter into the 
paths of God. Depend upon it, that piety has nothing 
furc or confoling but fidelity ; that in relaxing from it, 
you only augment your troubles^, beq^ufe you multiply 
your bonds; that in retrenching frotn your duty, zc 
fervour and exaftitude, you likcwife retrench all hs fwetin 
itnd pleafuf es ; that tn deptiving yocrr fete of ^dclityt : 
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deprive it of fecuriiy ; and Ihai in limiting yourlelf, fiiii« 
ply to fliun iniquity, you lofe the moft precioiis fruits of 
virtue. 

And after all, fince you have already facrificed the e£- 
fential» why will you ftill atuch yourfelvei to the frivolous 
parts P After having accoraplifhed the moft laborious and 
painful exqrtions towards lalvation, muftyou pen&fornoi 
finiOiing the Qighteft and moft eafy ? When Naaman, little 
convinced, becaufe the prophet^ for the cure of his lepro* 
fy, had only ordered him to bath in the waters of Jordan, 
retired full of contempt for the man of God, and believ. 
ing it impoffible that his recovery could be accompliflied 
by fo fimple a remedy, the people who accompanied him 
made him fenfibie of his error, by faying to bim» '* But, 
*' mafter, had the prophet bid thee do fome great thing, 
" wouldeft thou not have done it ? How much rather then, 
" when he faith to thee, walh and be clean ?" 

And now, my brethren, attend to what I have to fay, 
while I finiOi this .difoourfe. You have abandoned the 
world, and the idols which you formerly worihipped in it :. 
You are come from afar into the paths of God : You have 
had fo many paffions to overcome, and obfiacles to fur- 
mount ; fo many things to facrifice, and difficult exertions 
to make ; there remains only one ftep more to accomplifh, 
which is a faithful and conflant vigilance over yourfclves. 
If a facrifice of the criminal paffions were not already made, 
and you were required to do it, you would not, I believe, 
hefitate a moment ; coft what it might, you would make 
it : And in the meanwhile, when fimple purifications are 
only demanded of you ; nay, when you are required as I 
m^j fay^ almoft the fame things which you do, but only 

be praHifed with more fervour, fidelity, iaith, and vigi. 
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lance, are yoa excufable in declining them ? Why will 
yourendeF ufielefs all your former efforts, by therefufal oi 
a thing fo eafy ? Why (hould you have renounced the 
world, and all its criminal pleafures, only to find in piety 
the fame rock, which by flying from fin you thought to 
have efcaped ? : And would it not be lamentable, if, after 
having facrificed to God the principal parts, you (hould 
lofe yourfelves, by wi(hing flill todifpute with him a thou- 
fand little facrifices, much lefs painful to the heart and to 
nature. ^ 

Finifh then in us, O my God I that which thy grace has 
already begun ; triumph over our languors, and our weak- 
neflefs, fince thou haft already triumphed over our crimes ; 
give us a heart fervent and faithful, fince thou haft already 
deprived us of a criminal and corrupted one ; infpire us 
with that willing fubmiflion which the juft poflefs, fince 
thou haft extinguiOied in us that pride and obftinacy 
which occafion fo many finners : Leave not, O my God ! 
thy work unfiniflied ; and fince thou haft already made us 
enter into the holy career of falvation, render us worthy 
of the holy crown promifed to thofe who (hall have legally 
fought for it. 

Now to God, &c. Amen. 
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SERMON V. 

THE CERTAINTY OF THE LOSS OF RIGHTEOUS^ 
NESS IN A STATE OF LUKEWARMNESS. 



LuK£ iv. 38. 
And he rofe out of the Synagogue^ and entered into Si* 
mon'shou/e : and Simon's wife's mother was taken with a 
great feven : and they befought him for her. 

i^iNCE Simon thought the prference of our Saviour ncccf- 
fary for the cure of his mother-in-law, it would appear my 
brethren, that the evil was preilingi and threatened an mp» 
proaching death ; the ufual remedies muft have been found 
ine(re6lual, and nothing but a miracle could operate her 
cure, and draw her from the gates of death : Neverthelefs, 
the Scriptures mention her being attacked by only a com- 
mon tever. On every other occafion, we never find that 
they had recourfe to our Saviour, but to raife people from 
the grave, to cure paralytics, reftore fight to the blind, and 
hearing to the deaf, from their birth : In a word, to cure 
difeafes, incurable by any other, than the Sovereign Maf- 
ter of Life and Death : In this inflance, he is called upon, 
to reftore health to a perfon attacked by a fimple fever. 

Whence comes it, that |he Almighty Power is employ, 
ed on fo flight an occafion ? It is, that this fever being a 
natural image of lukewarmnefs in the ways of God, the 
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. Holy Spirit has wi(bed to make us undcrftand by it, that 
this difeafe apparently i'o flight, and of which they dread 
not the danger; this lukewarmnefs, fo common in piety, is 
a difeafe, which inevitably deftroys the foul, and that a 
Biiracle is neceflary ^ rcfque h fxtm death. 

Yes, my brethfen, of all the maxims of Chriftian mo^ 
nlity« there is none upon which experience allows us lefs 
to deceive ourfelves, than the one which aflures us, that 
contempt for -the fmallfft points of our duty infenfibly leads 
us to a tranfgreflion of the moft eflential ; and that, negli- 
gence in the ways of God is never far from a total lofs of 
righteoufiiefe. He who defpifes ihefmaiier obje&s 6f re- 
ligion, fays the Holy Spirit, will gradmliy fail ; be who 
defpifes them, that isto fay, who deliberately violateathem ; 
who lays down as it were, a plan of this condu£l ; for, if 
through weaknefii or furprife you fail in them ibmettme», 
it is the common defiiny of the Juil, and this •difcourfe 
would no longer regard you ; but to defpife them in the 
Icnfe akeady memioaed, which can happen only with luke- 
warm and unfaithful fouls, is a path which mufi terminate 
in tbe'lofs of ri^eoufnelf. In the firft place, becaufe the 
fpecial grace neceflary towards perfeverance in virtue is 
no longer granted. Secondly, Becaufe the paiBons are 
ftreAgthened which lead us on to Vice. Thirdly, Becaufe 
allthe external fuccours of piety become ufelefs. 

Let us inveftigate thefe three reflexions : They contain 
important in(tru£lions in the detail of a Chriilian liCe : 
tJ.feftti; not only to thofe who make profeflion of a public 
and avowed piety, but likewife to thofe who make all vir- 
tue' to conTifl in that regularity of condu£l, and propriety of 
ibehaviour, which even the world requires. / 

Part 
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Part I. — It is a truth of falvation, fays a holy Father, 
dnt the innocence of even the molt upright has occafion 
for the continual afliftance of grace. Man, delivered up 
to fin, by the wickednefs of his nature, no longer finds in 
himfelf but principles of error, and fourcea of corruption ; 
Righteoufnefs and truth, originally born with us, are now 
become as flrangers ; all our inclinations, revolted againft 
God and his law, in fpite of ourfelves, drag us on towards 
illicit obje£ls ; in fo much, that to return to the law, aind 
fubmit our heart to order, it is neceffary to reflft, without 
ceafing, the impreiliona of the fenfes ; to break our warm- 
eft inclinations, and to harden ourfelves continually againft 
ourfelves. There is no duty but what now coils us 
ibmething ; no precept in the law, but combats fome oi 
our p^flions ; no flep in the paths of God againft which 
our heart does not revolt* 

To this load of corruption, which renders duty fo diffi« 
cult and irkfome, and iniquity fo natural, add the fnares 
which furround us, the examples which entice us, the ob- 
jefis which effeminate us, the occafions which furprife us, 
the compliances which weaken us, the afQi£lions which 
difcourage us, the properties which corrupt us, the fitua* 
tions which blind us, and the contradi3ions which we ex- 
perience ; every thing around us is indeed only one con- 
tinued temptation. I fpeak not of the miferies which are 
natural. to us; or the particular oppofition to order and 
righteoufnefs, which our pad morals, and our firft paflions 
have left in our hearts : That love for the world and its 
pleafures ; that diflike to virtue and its maxims ; that em- 
pire of the fenfes, fortified by a voluptuous life ; that in-* 
vincible indolence, to which every thing is a burden, and 
to which whatever is a burden, becomes almoft impofTible ; 
that pride, which knows neither how to bend or break ; 
. Vol I. R that 
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that inconftancy of hearty incapable of end or unifonnity, 
which prefently tires of ilfelf; which cannot lufamit to 
jule, becaufe that it is always the fame; which wilhes, and 
wifhes not ; pafles in a moment from the lowed (late of da* 
jefiion, to a vain and childifh joy, and leaves fcarcely the 
interval of a moment betwixt the fincerefl refolution, and 
the infidelity which violates it* 

Now, in a fituation fo miferable, what, O my God ! can 
the mod juft accompliOi, delivered up to his own weak-> 
nefs, and all the fnares which furround him; bearing in his 
heart the fource of all his errors, and in his mind the prin- 
ciples of every illufion ? The grace of Jefus Chriil, there- 
fore, can alone deliver him from fo many mifecies ; en- 
lighten him in the midft of fo much darknefs ; fupport htm 
under fomany difficulties ; reflrain him from following the 
di£bites of fo many rapid defires, and {Irengtheii him 
againft fo many attacks. If left a moment to himfelf, he 
inevitably ftumble;, and is loft : If an Almighty hand cea- 
fes an inflant to retain him, he is carried down by the 
flream : Our confiftency in virtue, is therefore a continual 
grace and miracle ; all our fteps in the ways of God are 
new motions of the Holy Spirit ; that is to fay, of that in- 
vifible guide, which impels and leads us on. AH our pious 
anions are gifts of divine mercy ; fince every proper ufe 
of our liberty comes from him, and he crowns his gifts in 
recompenfingour merits : All the moments of our Chriftian 
life are like a new creation, therefore, in faith, and in 
piety ; that is to fay, (this fpiritual creation does nor fup- 
.pofe a non-exiftence in the. juft, but a principle of grace, 
and a liberty which co-operates with it,) that as, in the 
order of nature, we fhould again return to our non-entity, 
if the Creator ceafed an inftant to preferve che being he 
mis given us ; in the life of grace, we would again fall 

into 



8TAT2 OP LUKEWARMNESS. l$l 

into fin and death, did the Redeemer ceafe a fingle mo- 
ment to continue, by new fuccoars,.the gift of righteouf- 
iiefs andhoIinefSy with which he bath embeliifhed our foul ; 
Such is the weaknefs of man, and fuch k his continual de- 
pendence on the grace of Jefus Chrill. The fidelity of the 
juft foul is, therefore, the fruit of continual aids of grace ; 
but it is likewife the principle : It is grace alone which 
can operate the fidelity of the juft ; and it is the fidelity 
alone of the juft, which merits the prefervation and increafc 
of grace in the heart. 

For, my brethren, the ways of God towards us b^ing 
full of equity and wifdom, there muft neceflarily be fome 
order in the diftribution of his gifts and grace : The Lord 
muft communicate himfelf more abundantly to the foul, 
which faithfully prepares its heart for his ways ; he muft 
beftow more continual marks of his prote£lion and mercy 
on the upright heart, which gives him conftant proof of 
love and fidelity ; and the fervant who improves his talent, 
muft neceflarily be recompenfed in proportion to the profit 
he has known how to reap from it : It is juft on the (fori* 
trary, that a lukewarm and unfaithful heart, who ferves his 
God with negligence and difguft, ihould find the Almighty 
cold and difgufted towards him : The mifery infeparable 
from coldnefs, is, therefore, the privation of the grace of 
prote3ion* If you become cold, the Almighty becomes 
fo towards you ; if you limit yourfelf with regard to him, 
to thofe eflential duties, which you cannot refufc him with- 
out guilt, he confines himfelf with regard to you, to thofe 
general fuccours, which will not fupport you far : He re- 
tires from you, in proportion as you retire from him ; and 
the meafure of fidelity with which you fcrve him, is the 
meafure of prote3ion you may expeft to receive. 

Nothing 
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Nothing can be more equitable than thisconduQ; foir 
you enter into judgment with your God. You negle^* 
every opportunity where you might give him proofs of 
your fidelity: You difpute every thing with him, of which 
you think you could avoid the payment: You carefully 
watch, left ypu do any thing for him, beyond what duty 
requires. It appears, you fay to him, what he formerly 
faid to the unfaithful fervant : Take that thine is ; and go 
thy way. You reckon with God, as I may fay : All your 
attention is engaged in prefcri^ing limits to the right he has 
over your heart ; and all his attention likewife, if I may 
be permitted to fpeak in this manner, is to put bounds to 
bis mercies to your foul, and to pay your difference with 
the fame : Love is the price of love aione ; and if you do 
not fuflSciently feel all the terror and extent of this truth, 
allow me to explain to you its confequences. 

The firfi is, that this date of lukewarmnefs and infidelity 
removing the foul from the grace of proteflion, leaves him, 
as I may fay, empty of God, and in the hands, as it were, 
of his own weaknefs : He may undoubtedly, with the com- 
mon fuccours left him, ftili preferve the fidelity he owes 
to God : He has always enough to fupport him in well-do- 
ing ; but his lukewarmnefs deprives him of the ability to 
apply them to any purpofe ; that is to fay, that he is ftiil 
aided by thofe luccours, which may enable him to go on ; 
but no longer by thofe with which he may infallibly perfe- 
vere ; there is no peril, therefore, in this fituation, but 
makes a dangerous impreflion on him, and leads him to the 
brink of ruin. 

I grant that a happy natural difpofition, fome remains of 
modefty, and fear of God, a confcience ftill afraid of guilt, 
and a reputation to preferve, may for fome time defend him 

again (I 
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q^ainft himfelf ; but as tbefe rerources, drawn moftly from 
nature, cannot extend far ; as the fenfual objefis, in the 
midft of which he lives* make every day new wounds in 
his heart, and grace lefs abundant, repairs not the lofs. 
alas ! his ftrength exhaufts every moment, faith relaxes, and 
truth is obfcured ; the more he advances, the worfe he be- 
comes : Such fouls feel perfeClIy, that they no longer retire 
from the world and its dangers, equally innocent, as former- 
ly ; that they carry their weakneflesand compliance much far- 
ther ; that they encroach upon limits which they formerly 
refpeded ; that loofe converfations find them more indul- 
gent, evil-fpeaking more favourable, pleafure lefs guarded, 
and the world more anxious for it ; that they bring into it* 
a heart already half-gained; that they are fenfible of their 
loiTes, but feel nothing to repair them ; in a word, that 
God is almoft withdrawn from them ; and there is no lon- 
ger any barrier, but their own weaknefs, betwixt guilt and 
them. Behold the fituation in which you are ; and from 
that, judge of the one in which you will foon be. 

I know that this ftate of relaxation and infidelity trou* 
bles and difturbs you ; that you fay every day, that nothing 
can befiow greater. happinefs, than a detachment from every 
thing worldly; and that you envy the defiiny of thofe 
Chriftians who give themfelves up to God without refcrve, 
and no longer keep any terms with the world. But you 
are deceived ; it is not the faith, or the fervour of thefe 
fiithful Chriflians, you envy ; you only covet their lot ; 
that happinefs and peace, which they enjoy, in the fervice 
-of their Maker, and which you are incapable of partaking ; 
you only envy them that infenfibility, and happy indiffer- 
ence to which they have attained, for the world and every 
thing it efieems ; your love for which occafions all your 
troubles, remorfes, and fecret anguifh ; but you envy 

them 
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them not the facrifices they were under the neceflity of 
making, to arrive at their prefcnt ftate of peace and tran- 
quillity : You envy them not the trials they have under- 
gone, in order to merit the precious gift of a lively and 
fervent faith : You envy the happinefs of their ftate ; but 
you would not wiih it to coft you the illufion and fenfuality 
of your own. 

The fecond confequence I draw from the refufal of the 
grace of prote3ion to the lukewarm Chriftian, is, that the 
yoke of our Saviour, to him, becomes burdenfome, hard, 
and infupportable. For, my brethren, by the irregularity 
of our nature, having loft all tafte for righteoufnefs and 
truth, which, in a ftate of innocence, formed the happi- 
ncfs of man, we no longer have any feeling or defire, but 
for objefts which gratify the fenfes and paflions. The du- 
ties of the Jaw of God, which recal us from the fenfes to 
the fp irit, and make us facrifice the prefent inlpreflions of 
pleafure to the hope of future promifes : Thefe duties, I 
fay, prefently fatigue our weaknefs, ^ecaufe they are con- 
tinual efibrts we make againft ourfelves. It requires the 
unflion of grace, therefore, to fofren the yoke ; it is ne- 
ceflary that grace fpread fecret confolations over its bitter- 
nefs, and change the fadnefsof duty into a holy and fenfi- 
ble joy. Now the lukewarm foul, deprived of this unc- 
tion, feels only the weight of the yoke, without the con- 
folations which foften it : In this manner, all the duties of 
piety and religion become infipid to you ; works of falva- 
tion become wearifome ; your confcience, reftlels and em- 
barrafled, by your relaxations and infidelities, of which 
you cannot juftify the innocence, no longer allows you to 
enjoy either peace or joy in the fervice of God. You feel 
all the weight of the duties to which fome remains of faith, 
and love of eafe, hinder you from bejng unfaithful ; but 

you 
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you feci not the fecret teftimony of a clear confcience, 
which foothes and fupports the fervtnt Chriftian : You 
ihun, perhaps, certain occafions of pleafure» where inno* 
ccnce is lure of being fliipwrecked, but you onlyexperi« 
ence in the retreat which divides you from them, a 
weariTomenerSy and a more lively defire for the fame plea* 
fures, from which you have forced yourfelf to 4-efrain* 
You pray, but prayer is no longer but a fati|tue : You 
frequent the fociety of virtuous perfons, but their compa* 
ny becomes fo irkfome, as almoll to difguff you with vir*^ 
tue itfelf : The flighteft violence you do upon your incli- 
nations for the fake of heaven, coftsyou fuch efforts, that 
the pleafures and amufements of the world muft be appli^i 
ed to, to rcfreOi and invigorate you after this fatigue; the 
fmalleft mortification exhauQs your body ; calls uneafineft 
and chagrin through your temper, and only confoles you, 
by an immediate determination, to abandon its praBice. 
You live unhappy, and wjthout confolation, becaufe you 
deprive yourfelf of a world you love, and fubftituie in its 
place duties v.'hich yoii love not : Your whole life is but a 
melancholy fatigue, and a perpetual difgufi with yourfelf ; 
You refemble the Ifraclitcs in the defert ; difgufted, on the 
one part, with the manna upon which the Lord had order* 
ed them to fubfiQ ; and on the other, not daring to return 
to the food of the Egyptians, which they ftill loved, and 
which the dread alone of the Almighty's anger induced 
them to deny themfelves. Now this ftate of violence can- 
not endure ; wc foon tire of any remains of virtue, which 
do not quiet the heart, comfort the reafon, and even flat- 
ter our felf-love : We foon throw off the remains of a 
yoke, which weighs us down ; and which we no longer 
carry through love, but for decency's fake. It is fo me- 
lancholy to be nothing at all, as I may fay : Neither juft 
nor worldly ; attached neither to the world nor to Jefus 

Chrift; 
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Chrift ; enjoying neither the pleafures of tlic fenfes, nor 
thofe of grace ; that it is impoflible this wearifome fitua- 
tion of indifference and neutrality can be durable. The 
heart, and particularly thofe of a certain defcription, re- 
quires an avowed objefl to occupy and intereft it ; If not 
God, it will foon be the world : A heart, lively, eager, 
always in extremes, and fuch as the generality of men pof- 
fefs, cannot be fixed, but by the feelings ; and to be con- 
tinually difguiled with virtue, (hows a heart already prepared 
to yield to the attractions of vice. 

I know, in the firft place. That there are lazy and indo- 
lent fouk, who feem to keep themfelves in this Aate of 
equilibration and infenfibility ; who offer nothing decided, 
either for the world or virtue ; who appear equally diftant. 
by their difpofitions, either from the ardours of a faithful 
piety, or the exceffes of profane guilt ; who, in the midft 
of the pleafures of the world, prefer ve a fund of reten- 
tion and regularity, which proves the exiftence of fome 
lemains of virtue ; and in the midft of their religious du* 
ties, a fund of careleffnefs and laxity, which Ilill breathes 
the air and maxims of the world. Thefe are indolent and 
tranquil hearts, animated in nothing ; in whom indolence 
almoft fupplies the place of virtue ; and who, notwith- 
fianding they never arrive at that degree of piety, which 
the faithful accomplifh, never proceed to thofe lengths in 
iniquity, which criminal and abandoned fouls do. 

I know It, my brethren, but I likewife know, that this 
indolence of heart defends us only from crimes which 
would coft us trouble ; makes us avoid only thofe pleafures 
which we would be obliged to purchafe, at the expence of 
our tranquillity, and which the love of eafe alone prevents 
us from enjoying* It leaves us virtuous only in the eyes of 

men. 
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meiiy wbo conCound ihe indoiencc which dreads embarraiT* 
ment with the piety which ftxet froni vice ; but it diiet ooit 
defend us i^inft ourfelvet ; againft a thou&nd illicit de- 
ities ; a thou&nd criminal conpUancet ; a tbonfand paTr 
fions, more feciet, and lefa painful, becaufe Oiut up in the 
heart; from jealoufies, which devour us ; ambition, which 
domineers over us ; pride, which corrupts us ; a defire of 
ple^fujre, Which eAgrofliili ws ; ane}^e^(f*Q^^U-love, which 
18 the principle of all our conduA, and inf^fts alt our ac<^ 
tioai ; that is : tQ lay, tb^t thi# indolence delivers up our 
heart to all its weakneflf^ ; at the Oiine titpe that it fervef 
as a check againft the more Ariking and tm»ultuous pafr 
fions, and that, what appears only indolence in the eyef of 
men, it always before God a fecret ignominy and. corrupt 
tion. :. ,. t 

I know, in the {eeond-pJace, thaft thialove of piety, and 
this un&ion which CoEteDs the pra£^ice of religious dutie^w 
ift a gift frequently refufcd even to holy and faithful Chrifr 
tians. But! there are three eflential diffi^enc^ betwixt ibp 
faithful foul, to whom the Lond denies the fenfible aa^for 
lations of piety ; and the lukewarm^od worldly one, w4qi» 
the weight of the yoke opprefles, and who is incapable of 
enjoying the things of' God* 



The firft ia. That a faithful Cbri&iao, in fpite of bia re- 
pugnancies, preferving a firm and folid faith, finds his ftate, 
and the exemption from guilt in which he lives, fiuce 
touched by God, a thoufand times more happy, than th^t 
in which he lived when delivered up to his paflions ; and 
penetnted with horror at his {bnner exceflfes, he would 
not change his lot, or re-engage himfelf in bi^ former vices, 
for all the pleafures of the eartfac }n place of wbicb» 
the lukewarm and unfaithful hearti diTgulled with virtue. 

Vol L S envioufly 
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cavioudy regards the pleafures, and vain happinefs of the 
world ; and his difgu&s being only the confequence and 
fuflPerings of his weaknefs, and the lukewarmnefs of his 
faith, to plunge into fin, begins to appear tfs the only re- 
fource left him, from wearinefs and the.gloominefs of pi- 
ety; 

The fecond difference is. That the faithful Chriftian, fn 
the midft of hi^ dirgufis and hardfliips, at leaft bears a con-« 
fcience which reproaches him not with guik: He at Icaft is 
fupported, by the teftimony of his own heart, and by a 
certain degree of internal peace, which, though neither 
warm, nor very fenfible, fails not, however, to eftablifli 
within us, a calm which we never ejcperienced in the paths 
of error : on the contrary, the lukewarm and unfaithful 
foul, allowing himfelf, againft the teilimony oi his own 
confcience, a thbufand daily tranfgreffions, of which he 
knows not the wickednefs, bears always an uneafy and fufi- 
picious confcience ; and being no longer fuftained by love 
for his duties, nor the peace and teilimony of his confci- 
ence, this fiate of agitation and wearinefs foon terminates 
in the miferable peace of fm. 

The laft reafon is. That the difgufls of the faithful Chrif^ 
tian being only trials, to which, for his purification, God 
expofes him, he fupplies, in a thoufand ways, the fenfible 
confolations of virtue which he refufes him ; he replaces 
them by a more |iowerful prote£lion ; by a merciful atten- 
tion to remove every danger which might feduce him ; 
and by more abundaqt fuccours of grace ; for the Almighty 
wifhes neither to loGe nor difcourage him ; he wiflies only 
to prove him ; and make him expiate by the afili£lions and 
hardfhips of virtue, the unjuft.pleafures ot fin: But the 
difgufls of an infidel foul are not trials, they are puniih- 

mcnts : 
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nents : It is not a merciful God who fufpends the confola- 
tions of grace, without fufpending grace itfelt : It is not a 
tender father, who fupplies hj the folidity of his tendernefs, 
'and by efiefiual affiftances, the apparent rigours he is un- 
der the nccef&ty of ufipg : It is a fevere judge, who only 
begins to deprive the criminal of a thoufand indulgences, 
faecaufe the fentence of death is prepared for him. The 
liardlhips of virtue find a thoufand refources in virtue it- 
felf ; thofe of lukewarmnefs, can find them only in the 
deceitful pleafures of vice. 

Such, my brethren, is the inevitable lot of lukewarm- 
nefs in the ways of God ; the mifery of lofing righteoiif- 
nefs. Will you tell us, after this, that you wifh to prac- 
tife only a degree of virtue which may continue ; that thefe 
great exertions of zeal cannot be fupported ; that it is much 
better not to begin fo high, and by thefe means to accom- 
pliih the end ; and that they never go far, who exhauft 
themfelves at the beginning oi their journey. 

I know that every excefs, even in piety, comes npt 
from the Spirit of God, which is a fpirit of wifdom and 
difcretion ; that the zeal which overturns the order of 
our fiate and duties, is not the piety which comes from 
above, but an illufioo born in ourfelves ; that indifcretioo 
is a fource of falfe virtues ; and that we often give to va- 
nity what we think is given to truth. 

But I tell you from God, that to perfevere in his ways, 
we muft give ourfelves up to him without referve : That 
in order to fupport the fidelity due to the eflential parts of 
our duty, we muft unceafingly endeavour to weaken the 
paflions which oppofe it; and that keeping terms with 
thefe paflions, under the pretext of not going too far, is 

10 



to dig for burielv«s a gtave. I tell you, tbit k k only the 
faithful and fervent Chriitians, who, not contented with 
jfaunning fin« fiiun aifo every thing which can lead to it ; 
that it 16 tbefe alone who perfevere, who fuilain themblves« 
who honour piety by a fupported» equd and unifonn con» 
du3 ; and, on the contrary, it it lukewarm and relaxed 
fouls, who bav^e begun their penitence, by limiting their 
piety, and accommodating it to the pleaiurea and maximi 
of the world ; it is tbefe fouls who draw back, who belie 
themfelves, and who difiionour piety, by their incooftancy 
and inequality of condufl ; by a life, fometimes blended 
with virtue and retiitment, and at others devoted to the 
tv:orld and weaknefs : And I appeal to ycHirfelvef, ray bre* 
thren, if, when you fee in the world a perfon relax from 
his firft fervour, gradually mingle hinifelf in the pleafures 
and focieties be had lately fo fcrupuloufly and feverely 
denied himfelf ; infenfibly abate his love of retirement, his 
modefty, circumfpefiton, prayers, and exa£litude to ful- 
fil his religious duties, you fay not to yourfeives, that he 
is not far from returning to what he formerly was ? Are 
not thefe relaxations regarded by you as a prelude to his 
ruin ; and that virtue is nearly extinfi, when once you fee 
it weakened ? Do you even require fo much to roufe your 
cenfures, and malicious prefixes againft piety ? Unjuft that 
you are, you condemn a cold and unfaithful virtue, while 
you condemn us for requiring of you a virtue faithful and 
fervent ! You pretend, that in order to continue, you muft 
begin with moderation, while you prophecy that a total 
departure from virtue is not far diflant, when once it begins 
Co be followed with coolnefs and negligence. 

From a relaxation alone, therefore, we are to dread a 
jeturn to our'former courfes, and a departure from virtue : 
It is not by giving ourfelves up without referve to God, 

' that 
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ihit we become difgufied with piety, and are forfaken hf 
him : The way to come glorioufly off in battle, is not by 
fpariog» bat overcaming the enemy : There h no dreads 
therefore, of doing too much, left we flioald be unable to 
fupport.it i on the contrary, to merit the grace neceilary 
to our fupport, we ought, from the firft, to leave nothing 
undone. What iUu&on, my brethren ! We dread zeal, as 
dangerous to perfeverance : and it is zeal alone which can 
obtain it : We fix ourfelves in a lukewarm and commodious 
life, as t^ only one which can fubfift ; and it is the only 
one which proves falfe : We Ihun fidelity, as the rock of 
piety s and piety without fidelity is never far from (hip- 
wreck. 

It is thus that hikewammefs removes from the infidel 
ibul the grace of prote&ion ; of which the abfence depriv- 
ing our faith of all its ftrength, and the yoke of Jefus 
Chrift of all its confolations, leaves us in a date of fuch 
imbecility, that to be loft, innocence requires only to be at- 
tacked. But if the lofs of righteoufnefs is ineviuble, on 
the part of grace which is withdrawn, it is ftill more fo* 
on account of the paffions which are fortified within us. 

Part IL What renders vigilance fo neceffary to Chrif* 
tian piety, is, that all thepaflions which oppofe themfelvcs 
in us to the law of God, only die, as I may fay, with us. 
We undoubtedly are able to weaken them, by the afliftance 
of grace, and a fervent and lively faith ; but the roou aU 
ways continue in the heart; we always carry within us the 
principles of the fame errors our tears have eflaced. Guilt 
may be extinguiihed in our hearts; but fin, as the Apoftle 
fays, that is to fay, the corrupted inclinations which have 
formed our guilt, inhabits and lives there ftill : And that 
&ind of corruption which removed us fo far from God, is 

. flit 
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fiill left US in our penitence, to ferve asa continual exercife 
to virtue; to render us, by the continual occaCons o£ com- 
bat it raifes up for us, more worthy of an eternal crown ; 
to humble our pride ; to keep us in remembrance that the 
duration of our prefent life is a time of war and danger ; 
and, by a defliny inevitable to our nature, that there is on- 
ly one ftep between relaxation and guilt. 

It is true, that the grace of Jefus Chrift is given us to 
reprefs thefe corrupted inclinations which furvive our con- 
verGon ; but in a itate of lukewarmncfs, as I have already 
faid, grace offering us. only common fuccours, and the 
grace of proteSion, of which we arc become unworthy, 
being either more rare, or entirely fufpended, it is evident 
that the paffions mud acquire new ftrength. But I fay, 
that not only the paffions are ftregthened, in a lukewarm 
and infidel life, becaufe the. grace of prote£lion which 
checked them is more rare, but likewife by the ftate itfclf 
of relaxation and coldnefs ; for that life being only a con- 
tinued indulgence of all the paffions; a (impic eaiinefs in 
granting, to a certain degree, every thing which flatters 
the appetites ; a watchfulnefs, even of felf-love, to re- 
move whatever might reprefs, or reftrain them ; and a per* 
pctual ufage of all things capable of inflaming them : it is 
evident, that by thefe means they mufl daily acquire new 
force. 

In a word, my brethren, we are not to imagine, that in 
pufhing our indulgence for our paffions, only to certain 
lengths permitted, we {ippeafe them as I may fay, that we 
allow fufficient to fatisfy them, and not enough to fiain our 
foul, or carry trouble and remorfe through our confcience ; 
or fancy that we can ever attain a certain degree of equili- 
bration betwixt virtue and fm, where, on the one fide, our 

paffions 
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paflions are fatisfied by the indulgence allowed them ; and 
on the other, our confcienCe is tranquil, by tlie abfence 
of guilt, which we fliun. For fooh is the plan adopted 
by the lukewarm foul : Favourable to his indolence, be- 
caufe he equally banifbes every thing, either in virtue or 
in fin, which can difiurb him: To the paffiona, he refufes 
whatever might trouble his confcience; and to virtue, 
whatever might be difagreeble to, or mortify his felf-love : 
But this ftate of equilibrium is a perfe£b chimera. The 
paffions know no limits or bounds in guilt ; how, thereforei 
could they poflibly be reilrained to thofe of the lukewarm 
foul ? Even the utmoft excefs cannot reftr^in or fix them ; 
how then cpuld fimple indulgences do it ? The more you 
grant, the more you deprive yoiirfelf of the power to re- 
fufe them any thing. The true fecrct of appeafing, is not 
by favouring them to a certain degree; it is by oppofing 
them in every thing ; every indulgence. or>ly renders them 
more fierce and unmanageable; it is a little water thrown 
upon a great fire, which, far from.extinguiOiing, increases 
its fury : Every thing which flatters the paflions, fenders 
them more keen, and diminiOies the probability of being 
able to. conquer them. 

Now, fuch is tht flate of a lukewarm and unfaithful foul. 
It allows itfclf every animofity which extends not to avow- 
ed revenge; it juftifies every pleafure, in wliich guilt is 
not palpable ; it delivers icfelf up without refer ve to every 
worldly defire and gratification, by which no individual, 
it fuppofes, is injured; every omifTion, which feems to 
turn on the arbitrary duties, or but flightly intv.'re(ls the ef- 
fential ones, it makes no fcrupic of; every aftion of felF- 
love, whijch leads notdiredly to guilt, it regardsas nothing ; 
all that nicety, with regard to rank and perfonal lame, 
which is compatible with that moderation even the world 

require, 
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requires, it regards as a merit. Now, whit happens in con<» 
fequence of this ? Liften and you (hall know ; and I beg 
you will attend to the following lefleClions. 

In the firft place : All the inolinationa Mritbin us, which 
oppofe themfelves to order and duty, being continually 
ftrengtheiied, order and duty at laft find in us infurmounta* 
ble difficulties ; in £0 much, that to accompKfli them on 
any eflential occafion, or when required by the law of 
God, is like remounting againft the ftream of a rapid flood, 
where the current drags us down, in fpite of every cflfbrt 
to the contrary ; or like a furious and unmanageable horfe, 
which it is neceflary to ftop (hort on the brink of a preci* 
pice. Thus your infenfibility and pride, are noariflied to 
fuch a degif e of ftrength, that you abandon your heart to 
all their impreffions : Thus your care and anxiety, have fo 
fortified in your heart, the dcfire of worldly praife, that on 
any important occafion, where it would be neceflsgry to 
facrifice the vanity of its fufirages. to duty, and expofe 
yourfelf, for tlie good of your foul, to its cenfure and dci. 
rifion ,you will always prefer the interefts of vanity to thofe 
of truth, and the opinions of men will be much more pow- 
erful than the fear of God. Thus thofe anxieties with re- 
gard to fortune and advancement, have rendered ambition 
fo completely fovereign of your heart, that in any delicate 
conjun£)ure, where the defirudton of a rival would be ne- 
neffar)' towards your own elevation, you will never hefu 
tate, but will facrifice your confcience to yonr fortune ; 
and be unjuft towards your brother, leaft you fail towards 
• yourfelf. Thus, in a word, to avoid a long detail, thofe 
fufpicious attachments, loofe con verfations, ridiculous com- 
pliances, and dcfires of pleafing, too much attended to, 
have filled you with difpofitions fo nearly allied to guilt 
and debauchery, that you are ao longer capable of refift- 

ance 
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abce «gi$nft an^ of <iMnr auacki ; the corruption prepared, 
by tbe whole train ^f your paft aSions, will be lighted up 
in an inftant : Yoer weaknefs will overcome your reflect 
tion : Your heart will go agftinft glory, duty, and yourfelf. 
We cannol ioiig coatinue faithfei, when we find in our- 
frlvet fo many difpofitions to be otherwife. 

Thus you will yottrfelf be farprifed at yovr own weak- 
ners : You will aflc at yourfelf. What are become of aU 
thofe *dffpofitions of modefty and virtue, which formerly 
infpired you with fiich horror at fin ? You no longer will 
ianow yourfelf: But this ftate of guilt will gradually ap* 
pear lefs fngkfiil to you : Tbe heait ibon juftifies to icfelf, 
whatever pfleafes it : Whatever is agreeable to us, does not 
long alarm us ; iind to the mifery of a depaiture from vir- 
tue, y^u will add the mifery of ignorance and fecurity. ' 

Such is tfie inevitable lot of a lukewarm and unfaithful 
life: PaflioDS which we beivetoo much indulged ; '* Young 
lions,'* fays a prophet, which have been nourifhed with* 
'* out precaution, at kngth grow tip, and devour tbe care- 
** lefs hand, w4)ich has even a£fted to firengtheji and rea- 
*< der them formidable :'* The paftons arrived to a cer- 
tain point, gain a complete afccndancy : In vain yon then 
try to regam yourfelf: The time is paft ; you l)ave foftered 
ihe profane ftre in your heart ; it muft at laft break out ; 
you have nourifhed the venom within you ; it muft now 
fpread and gain upon you ; and the time is paft for any ap» 
plication to medicine; you (hould have taken it in time; 
at the commencement the difeafe was not irremediable ; 
you have allowed it to ftrengthen ; you have irritated it by 
every thing which could inflame, and render it incurable ; 
it muft now be conqueror, and you the viftim of your own 
tndifcretion and induSgeace. 

Vol. L T Do 
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Do you not likewife fay, my brethren, that you have 
the bell intentions in the world ; that you wi(h you could 
a£l much better than you do ; and though you have the fin- 
cereftdefiresforfalvation, yetathoufand conjunflures hap- 
pen in life, where we forget all oTir good intentions, and 
mufl be faints to refill their impreflions ? This is exaQly 
what we tell you ; that in fpite of all your pretended good 
intentions, if you do not fly, flruggle, watch, pray, and 
continually take the command over yourfelf, a thoufand 
occafions will occur, where you will no longer be mailer 
of your own weaknefs : This is what we tell you, Jthat 
nothing but a mortified and watchful life can place us be- 
yond the reach of temptation and danger : That it is ridi- 
culous to fuppofe we fliall continue faithful, in thofe mo- 
ments when violently attacked, when we bear a heart weak- 
ened, wavering, and already on the verge of falling ; that 
none but the houfe built upon a rock can refiil the winds 
and the tempefts ; and, in a word, that we muft be holy, 
and firmly eflabliibed in virtue, to live free from guilt. 

And when I fay that we mufl be holy : Alas ! my bre- 
thren,- the mod faithful and fervent Chriftians, with every 
inclination mortified as far as the frailty of our nature will 
permit ; imaginations purified by prayer, and minds nou- 
riOied in virtue, and meditation on the law of God, fre- 
quently find themfelves in fuch terrible fituations, that 
their hearts fink within them ; their imaginations become 
troubled and deranged ; they fee themfelves in thofe melan- 
choly agitations, where they float for a long time betwixt 
viQory and death ; and, like a vefl!el firuggling agafnll the 
waves, in the midft of an enraged ocean, they can only 
look-for fafety from the Almighty Commander of winds 
and tempefis. And you, with a heart already half-feduced, 
with inclinations at lead bordering upon guilt, would wifh 
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your weaknefs to be proof againft all attacks, and the moft 
powerful temptations to find you always tranquil and inac- 
ceflibfe ? You would wiQi, with your lukewarm, fenfual* 
and worldly monds, that on fhefe occafions your foul fliould 
be gifted with that ftrength and faith which even the moft 
tender and watchful piety ibmetimes cannot give? You 
would wifli paiBons flattered, nourifhed, and firengthened, 
to remain, tra£bble, quiet, and cold, in the prefence of 
objects moft capable of lighting them up ? Thofe which 
after years of aufterities, and a life devoted to prayer and 
watching, awake fometimes in a moment, far even from 
danger, and, by melancholy examples, make the moft up- 
right feel, that we never fliould be ofl* our guard, and that 
the higheft point of virtue is fometimes the inftant which 
precedes a departure from, and total lofs of it. Such is 
our lot, my brethren, to be quick-lighted only towards the 
dangers which regard pur fortune, or our life, and not 
even to know thofe which threaten our falvation. But let 
us undeceive ourfelves : To fliun guilt, fomething more is 
required than the lukewarmnefs and indolence of virtue ; 
and vigilance is the only mean left us by our Saviour to pre- 
ferve our innocence. Firft reflcSion. 

A fecond reflexion to be made on this truth is, That the 
pafiions, daily ftrengthening in a lukewarm and infidel life, 
not only duty finds in us unfurmountable repugnancies, but 
guilt likewife, as I may fay, poliflies itfelf ; and at laft we 
feel no more repugnance to it, than to the fimpleft fault 
Indeed, by thefe daily infidelities infeparable from luke- 
warmnefs, the heart, as if by infenfible fteps, at laft arrives 
at thofe dangerous limits, which, by a fingle line, feparate 
life from death, guilt from innocence, and makes the final 
ftep, almoft without perceiving it ; only a little way re- 
maining for htm to go»and having no occafion for any new. 

exertion 
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exertion to accompliSi it, he does not believe he ha& ex« 
ceeded his former bounds. He had replenifbed hiinfeU 
with dirpofitions, fo nearly bordering on gnik, that he hat 
brought forth iniquity' without pain, repugnance, vifible 
movement, or even perceiving it hirofelf : Similar to ady« 
ingperfon, whom the languors of a long and painful mala-i • 
dy have fo extenuated, and fo nearly approached to his end; 
that the departing figh refemhlesthofe which have preceded 
it ; cofls him no greater effort than the others, and even 
leaves the fpe^^ators uncertain, whether bis laik moment is 
come, or if he ftill breathes : And this is what renders thtf 
fiate of a lukewarm and infidel foul flill more dangerous, 
that they are commonly dead to grace, without knowing it 
themfelves : They become enemies to God, while they 
ilill live with him as with a friend : They are ftill in the 
commerce of holy things, when they have loft the grace, 
which entitles us to approach them. 

Thus, let thofe fouls whom this difcourfe regards, no lon- 
ger deceive themfelves, becaufe they believe to have hitherto 
avoided a grofs departure from virtue : Their ftate before 
Cod, is undoubtedly only more dangerous : Perhaps the 
moft formidable danger of lukewarmnefs, is, that already 
dead in the fight of God, they live in their opinion, with- 
cm any vifible or marked guilt ; that they compofe them* 
felves tranquilly in death, depending on an appearance ol 
life which comforts them ; that to the danger of their fitu- 
ation, they add a falfe peace, which confirms them in this 
path of illufion and darknefs ; it is in a word, that the Lord, 
by terrible and fecret judgments, ftrikes them with blind- 
Hefs, and punifhes the corruption of their heart, by permit- 
ting them to be ignorant of it. A grofs fall from virtue, 
if I may venture to fay fo, would to them be a mark of the 
goodnefs and mercy of God : They would then at leafl 
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Open their cyc&: Naked and manifeft guilt would then car* 
17 trouble and uneafinefs through th^jr conrcience : The 
diieafe ai lail difcovered, would perhaps induce them tQ 
have recourfe to the remedy ; in place of which, thi$ life» 
apparently regular, compofet and calms them ; renders ufe- 
lefs the example of fervent Cbriftians ; perfuades them 
that this great fervour is unneceflary ; that it is much more 
the etk& of temperament than of grace ; that it is an pmo- 
tion of zeal, rather than a duty ; and makes them liften to, 
as vain exaggerations, all that we fay, with reg^d to a luke- 
warm and infidel life. Second refiedion. 

In a word, the laft refle£lion to be made on this great 
fruth, is, that fuch is the nature of our heart, always to 
remain miich below what it at firft propofed. A thoufand 
times we have formed pious refolutions ; we have proje£l. 
ed to carry to a certain point, ihe detail of our duties and 
condu£l ; but the execution has always much diminiOied 
frdm the ardour of our proje£ls ; and has relied at a degree 
much below the one to which we wilhed to raife ourfelves : 
Thus, the lukewarm Chriftian, propofing to himfelf no 
higher point of virtue, than tofhun guilt ; looking precife* 
ly to precept, that is to fay, to that rigorous and precife 
point of the law, immediately below which is prevarica. 
tion and death : He infallibly refts below, and never reaches 
that efTential point, which he had propofed to himfelf : It is, 
therefore, an inconteftible maxim, that we muft undertake 
much, to execute little ; and look very high, to attain at 
leaft the middle. Now, this maxim, fo fure with regard 
even to the mod juft, is much more fo with re(pe£l to the 
lukewarm and infidel foul : For coldnefs, more ilrongly 
binding all his ties, and augmenting the weight of his cor- 
ruption and mifery, it is principally him, who ought to 
lake this grand flight, in order to attain at leaft the lowefl^ 
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degree ; and in his counfels vfiih himfelf, propofe perfec- 
tion, if he wiflies tg reft, even at the obfervance of pre- 
cept : Above all, it is to him that we may truly fay, that 
by fettling in his mind, only to ihun guilt, loaded as he is 
with the weight of his coldnefs and infidelities, he will al- 
ways alight m a place very diftant from the one he expe6l- 
ed to reach ; and the line of guilt being immediately below 
this commodious and fenfual^ virtue, the very fame efforts 
he made, as he thought to fhun it, will only ferve to con- 
du6l him to it. Thefe are reafons, drawn entirely from 
the weaknefs the ftrengthened paflions leave to the luke- 
warm and infidel foul ; and which inevitably lead it to ruin. 

The only reafon, however, you allege to us, for perfe- 
vering in this dangerous ilate, is, that you are weak, and 
totally unable to fupport amore retired, limited, mortified, 
and perfe£l manner of life : But furdy, it is becaufe you 
arc weak, that is to fay, full of difgufl for virtue, of love 
for the world, and of fubjeftion to your appetites, that a 
retired and mortified life becomes indifpenfable : It is be- 
caufe you are weak, that with more caution, you ought 
to (hun every danger ; take a greater command over your- 
fel{ ; pray, watch, refufe yourfelf every improper gratifi- 
cation, and attain even to holy exceffes of Zealand fervour, 
in order to accomplifh a barrier againfl your weaknefs. 
You are weak ? And becaufe you are weak, you think you 
arc entitled toexpofe yourfeli more than another ; to dread 
danger lefs ; with more tranquillity and indifference, to 
neglcft the necefTary remedies ; to allow more to your ap- 
petites ; to preferve a Wronger attachment to the world, and 
every thing which can corrupt the heart ? What illufion ! 
You fhake your weaknefs then the title of your fecurity ? 
In the neceffities you have to watch and {pray, you find 
then the privilege of difpenfing with them ! And fince, 
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when is it, that the fick are authorifed to allow themfelve$ 
greater excefles, and make ufe of lefs precautipn, than 
thore who enjoy a perfe£l health ? Privation has always 
been the way of the weak and infirm; and to allege your 
weaknefs as a right of difpenfation from a more fervent 
and Chriflian life, is like enumerating your complaints, in 
order to perfuade us that you have no occafion for medi- 
cine. Second reafon, drawn from the paffions, which are 
ftrengthened in a Hate of lukewarmnefs^ and which proves, 
that this ftate always ends in a departure from virtue, and 
the lofs of righteoufnefs. 

To all thefe reafons, I fliould add a third, drawn from 
the external fuccours of religion, neceflary to the fupport 
of piety ; and which become ufelefs to the lukewarm and 
infidel foul. 

The Holy Sacrament not only becomes o{ no utility, 
but even dangerous to him ; either by the coldnefs with 
which he approaches it, or by the vain confidence with 
which it infpires him ; it is no longer a refource for him ; 
it has lofl its e(Fe3, like medicines too frequently made ofe 
of; it amufes his languor, but cannot cure him : It is like 
the food of the ftrong and healthy, which fo far from re« 
eflablifliing, completes the ruin of the weak ftomach : It 
is the breath of the Holy Spirit, which, unable to re-illu- 
minate the ilill fmoaking fpark, entirely extinguiflies it ; 
that is to fay, that the grace of the Holy Sacrament, re- 
ceived in a lukewarm and infidel heart, no longer operat- 
ing there an increafe of life and ftrength, never fails, foon- 
er or later, to operate the death and condemnation attached 
to the abufe of thefe divine remedies. 

Prayer 



I^e ifiRMON V. 

Prayer^ that channel of grace, that Aourifhmeiit to a 
faithful heart ; that fweetener of piety ; that refuge «gamft 
all Mtaeks of the enemy ; that cry of an affeQed foul, 
which renders the Lord fo attentive to fait necelliities : 
Prayer, without which the Almighty no longer makes him- 
felf felt wkhin us ; without which we no longer know our 
father ; w« no longer render thanks to our benefaftor, nor 
vppeafe our judge ; we expofe no longer our wounds to 
our phyfician : We Iiv« without God in the world : Pray- 
er, in a word, fo neoeflary to the motl eftablifhed virtue, 
to the lukewarm foul, is no longer but the wearifome oc- 
cupation of a diftrafled mind ; of a heart dry, and ihared 
betwixt a thoufand Ibrcign affeflions. He no longer ex- 
periences that love, thofe confolations, which are the fruit 
of a fervent and faithful life ; He no longer, as if with a 
new light, fees the holy truths, which confirm the foul in 
its contempt for the world, and love for the things of hca- 
.vch ; and which, after its departure hence, make it regard 
with new difguft every thing which foolifli man admires : 
He leaves it, no longer filled with that lively faith which 
reckons as nothing, all the obilacles and difgufts of virtue, 
and with a holy zeal, devours all its forrows : He no long* 
er feels after it, more love for his duty, and horror at the 
world ; more determination to fly from its dangers ; more 
light to know its nothingneis and mifery, and flrength to 
hate and ftruggle with himfelf ; more terror for the judg- 
ments of God, and compun£lion for his own i^-eakneffes : 
He leaves it, only more fatigued than before, with virtue ; 
more filled with the phantoms of the world, which in the. 
moment when at the feet of the Almighty, have, it ap- 
pears, agitated more brifkly his imagination, blaflcd and 
ftained by all thofc images ; more happy, by being quit ol 
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a bufdenfpmQ duty, where he has experienced^ nothing fo 
agreeable, as. the.pleafaire of finding it over; more eager, 
hy amufements and infidelities, to fupply this moment oi 
wearinefs and pain ; in a word, more difiant from God, 
whom he has irritated by the infidelity and irreverence oi 
his prjiyer. Such, my brethren, is the fruit which h^ 
reaps from it. In a word, all the external duties of reli- 
gion, which fupport and roufe piety, are no longer to the 
lukewarm Chriftian, but dead and inanimate cullomsi 
where his heart is not ; where there is more of habit, than 
of love orfpirit of piety ; and where Che only difpofition , 
he brings is the wearinefs and languor, of always doing 
the famQ thing. 

Thus, my brethren, the grace of this foul, being eon* 
tinually attacked and weakened, either by the pniSices of 
the world, which it allows itfelf, or by thofe of piety, 
which it abufes ; either by fenfual objefls which nouri(h 
its eorruption, or by thofe of religion, which increafe its 
difgufls ; either by the pleafures which enervate it, or by 
the duties which fatigue it ; all uniting to make it bend 
towards ruin, and nothing (upporting it : Alas ! what fate 
can it promife itfelf ! Can the lamp without oil, long coo- 
tinue to give light ? The tree which no longer draws nou- 
riibment from the earth, can it fail to wither, and be de- 
voted to the fire ? Now, fqch is the fituation of the luke- 
warm Chriftian ; entirely delivered up tohimfelf, nothing 
lupports him ; furrounded by wearinefs and difguils, no- 
thing reanimates him ; full of weaknefs and ot languor, 
nothing protefls him'; every confolation of the juft foul, 
is to him an increafe of languor*; every thing which gives 
fupport to a faithful Chriftian, difgufts and overpowers 
him ; whatever renders the yoke more eafy to others, makes 
his more burdenfome ; and the fuccours of piety are no 
longer but his fatigues, or his crimes. Now, in this ftate. 
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O my God ! almoft abandoned by thy grace, tired of thy 
yoke, difgufled with himfelf, as well as with virtue, weak- 
ened by difeafes and their remedies, ftaggering at every flep, 
a breath overturns him ; he himfelf leans towards his fall, 
without any additional or foreign impreflion ; and to fee 
him fall, there is no neceffity for his being attacked. 

Thefe are the reafons, which prove the certainty of the 
lofs of righteoufnefs in a lukewarm and infidel life. , But 
are fo many proofs neceffary, my dear hearer, when your own 
misfortunes have fo fadly inflru£led you ? Remember from 
whe/ice you are fallen, as the Holy Spirit of God formerly 
faid to a lukewarm and infidel foul : Remount to the fource 
of the diforders under which you ftill bend : You will find 
it in the negligence and infidelity of "which we fpeak. A 
birth of paflion too feebly rejeSed, an occafion of danger 
too much frequented, pra£lices of piety too frequently 
omitted or defpifed, convenience too fenfually fought 
after, defires of pleafing too much liftened to, dangerous 
writings too little avoided ; the fource is almoft imper- 
ceptible : The torrent of iniquity proceeding from it, has 
completely inundated tFie capacity of your foul : It was 
only a fpark which has lighted up this great conflagration ; 
-it was a morfcl of leaven, which, in the end, has ferment- 
ed, and corrupted the whole mafs. You never believed it 
pdflibld, that you could be, what at prefent you arc : 
Whatever was faid to you on this fubjeft, you heard as 
exaggerations of zeal and fpiriiuality : You would then 
have come forward of your own accord, in order to clear 
yourfelf of certain fteps, for which you now feci not the 
fmalleft remorfe : Remember from whence you arc fallen : 
Confider the depth of the abyfs into which you are plung- 
ed : It is relaxation and flight infidelities,' which by degrees 
have conduftcd you to it. Once more, remember it ; and 
fee, if that can be denominated a iure or durable flate, 
which has brought you to the precipice. Such 
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Such is the ufual artifice of' Satan : He never at firfl pro- 
pqfeil ; guilt ; that wo^ld frighten aw^y his prey, and re- 
moye it beyond the reach of his furprifes: Top well he 
knows the road for entering the heart ; he knows that he 
muft gradually confirm the timid confcienc^ a*gainA the hof« . 
ror of guilty and propofe nothing at firfl: but boned purpo* 
k$y and certain limits in pleafure : It is not boldly like thtf 
Uon« he at. iirft attacks ; it is warily like the ferpent : He 
dQes..;not lead you ilraight to the gulf; he conducts you 
there by winding paths. No, my brethren, crimes are ne-r 
ver the SrftefTays o£ the heart. David wais imprudent and 
flothful, before he became an adulterer: Solomon had al- 
lowed himfelf to be feducjsd and enervated by the delights 
and magnificence of royahy, before he publicly appeared 
in the midd of lewd women : Judas had given . up his. 
heart to money, before he put a price upon his mailer : 
Peter was prefumptuous before he renounced the truth. 
Vice has its progrefs, as well ^s virtue : As the day, fays 
the Prophet, inftrufts the day, thus the night gives melan* 
choly lefTons to the night; and there is not far betwixt a^ 
flate, which fufpends all the, grace of prote3ion, fortifier 
all the paflions, renders ufelefs all thefuccours oi piety, 
and a date where it is entirely extinfl. 

What then, my dear hearer, can confirm or comfort you, 
in this life of negligence and infidelity ? Is it that exemp- 
tion from guilt you have hitherto preferved ? But I have 
(hewn you, that it is either guilt itielf, or that it will i\ot 
fail, foon to lead you to it : Is it the love of eafe ? But 
in that, you enjoy neither the plcafures of the world, nor 
the confolations of virtue : Is it the afTurance that the Al- 
mighty requires no more of you ? But bow can the luker 
warm and unfaithful foul fatisfy or pleafe him, when from 
his mouth he rejefts him ? Is it the irregularity in which the 
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generality of men live, and who earry it to an exeers 
which you avoid ? But their fate is perhaps kfs to be 
mourned, and lefs defperate than your own ; They at leaft 
know their malady, while you regard your own as a ftate 
of perfe£l heahh/ Is it the dread of being unable to fup*^ 
port a more mortified, watchful, and Chriftian life ? But 
fince you have hitherto been able to fupport fome rcmaint 
of virtue and innocence, whhout the comforts and confola- 
tions of grace, and in fpite of the wearineffes^aind difgufts 
which your lukewarmnefs has fpread through all your du-^ 
tks, what will h be when the Spirit of God, fliall foften 
your yoke, and when a more fervent and faithful life, ihall 
have reftored to you all the grace and confolations, of which 
your lukewarmnefs has deprived you? Piety is never fad, 
or infupportable, but when it is cold and unfaitbfuL 

Rife then, fays a prophet, wicked and (Idthful fou I : 
Break the fatal charm, which lulls, and chains the to thine 
indolence. The Lord whom thou bclieveft to ferve, be- 
caufe thou do (I not openly affront him, is not the God of 
the wicked, but of the faithful ; he is not the rewarder of 
idlenefs and floth, but of tears, watchings, and combats : 
He eftablifheth not in his abodes, and in his everlaftingcity, 
the ufelefs, but the vigilant and laborious fervant : And his 
kingdom, fays the Apoftle, is not of flefli and blood, that is 
to fay, of an unworthy effeminacy, and a life devoted to 
the appetites, but the ftrength and virtue of God ; namely, 
a continued vigilance ; a generous facrifice of all our incli- 
nations ; a conflant contempt of all things which pafs 
away; and a tender and ardent dcfire for'thofe invifible 
bleffings which fade not, nor even pafs away : Which may 
God, in his infinite mercy, grant to all affembled here. 
Amen. 
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John ii. 2^. 

Bui y^fis did not commii himfdf unio them ; buauje ke 
Anew all men. 



JL HSSE were the fame Pharifees, who a little before had 
been decrying to the people, the a6tioii9 of Jefus Chrift, 
and endealrotirtng to poifon the purity and fan3ity of his 
words, who now make a (hew of belieTing in him, and 
clafling themfelves amongft his difciples. And fuch is the 
charaQer of the evil-fpeaker ; under the mark of efieem, 
and the flattering expreflioni of trieddAip, to conceal the 
gall and bittemefs of flander. 

Now, although this be perhaps the only vic^, which tKi^ 
circumftance can palliate, it is the one we arc mo ft inge- 
nious in concealing from ourfelves, and to which piety and 
the world at prefent flioW the grcateft indulgence;' Notj 
that the charaSer of a ^fluiderer ts not equally odious to 
men, as, according to the expreflion of the Holy Spirit^ k 
is abominable in the fight of God ; but in that number, 
they comprife only particular defamerS of a blacker and 
more avowed malignity, who deal their blows indifcrimi- 
nately, and without art ; and who, with fufficienit malrco 
to cenfure, are deftitute ot the wit necefTary to pleafe ; 

Now, 
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Now, the defamers of that defcription are more rare ; and 
had we only them to addrefs ourfelves to, it would be fuf- 
ficent at prefent to point out, how much unworthy of rea- 
fon and religion this vice is, to infpire'with a juft detefta- 
tionof it, thofe who feel themfelves guilty. 

But there is another defcription' of Oanderers, who con- 
demn the vice, yet allow themfelves the praflice ot it; 
who, without regard, defame their brethren, yet applaud 
themfelves for circumfpeClion and moderation ; who carry 
the fling to the heart ; but, becaufe it is more brilliant and 
piercing, perceive not the wound it has made. Now, de- 
famers of this charafter arc every where to be found ; the 
world is filled with them ; even the holy afylums are not 
free; this vice is the bond of union to the aflcmblies of fin- 
ncrs ; it oftep finds its way even into the fociety of the juft ; 
and we may fafely fay, that all have erred from- the firait 
road ; and there is not one, who has preferved his tpngue 
pUre, and his lips. undefiled. 

It is proper, then, my brethren, to expofe at prefent the 
illufion of the pretexts, made ufeof every day in the world, 
in juftification of this vice ; and to attack it in the circum- 
ftances, wherq you believe it xdoft innotent ; foi" were I to 
defcribe it to you, in general, with all its meannefs, cru- 
elty, and irreparability, you would no longer apply it to 
youffelves; and far from infpiring.you .with horror at it, I 
ihould be acceiTary towards your perfuafion, that you are 
free from its guilt. 

Now, what are the pretexts, which, in your eyes, foftcn, 
or juftify the vice of evil-fpeaking? In the firft place. It 
is the lightnefs of the faults youcenfure: We perfuade 
ourfelves, that as it is not a matter of culpability, there 

can not 
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cannot likewife be much harm in cenfuring it. fidly, It is 
the public notoriety, by which thofe to whom we fpeak» 
being already informed of what is reprehenfible in our bro- 
ther, no lofs of reputation can be the confequence of our 
difcourfes. Laftly, Zeal for truth, and the glory of God, 
which does not permit us to be filent on thofe difordert 
which difhonour him. Now, to thefe three pretexts, let us 
oppofe three incontrovertible truths. To the pretext of 
the lightnefs of the faults ; that the more the faults which 
you cenfure are light, ihe more is the flander unjuft : Firft 
Truth. To the pretext of the public notoriety ; that the 
more the faults of our brethren are known, the more cruel 
is the flander which cenfures them : Second Truth. To 
the pretext of zeal ; that the fame charity, which, in piety, 
makes us hate Tinners, makes us likewife cover up the muU 
titude of their faults : Laft Truth. 
# 
Part I. The tongue, fays the Apoftle James, is a de- 
vouring fire, a world of iniquity, an unruly evil, full of 
deadly poifon. And behold, what I would have applied to 
the tongue of the evil-fpeaker, had I undertaken to give 
youa jiifl and natural idea of all the enormity of this vice : 
I would have faid, that the tongue of the flanderer is a de- 
vouring fire, which tarnifhes whatever it touches ; which 
exercifes its fury on the good grain, equally as on the chaff; 
on the profane, as on thefacred ; which, wherever itpafles, 
Inaves only defolation and ruin ; .digs even into the bowels 
of the earth, and fixes itfelf on things the moft hidden ; 
turns into vile afhes, what, only a moment before, had ap- 
peared to us fo precious and brilliant ; a£)s with more vio- 
lence and danger than ever, in the time when it was appa- 
rently fmothered up, and almoft extinft ; which blackens, 
what it cannot confume ; and fomctinxfs fparklcs and de- 
lights, before it deftroys. I would have told you, that eviU 

fpeaking 
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fpeaking is an afTemblage of iniquity ; a fecret pride, whicK 
difcovers to us the mote in our brother's eye, but hides the 
beam which is our own ; a mean envy, which hurt at the 
talents or profperity of others, makes them the TubjeQ of 
iu cenfures, and fludies to dim the fplendour of whatever 
outfiiines itfelf; a difguifed hatred, which (heds in its 
fpeeches, the hidden venom of the heart ; an unworthy du# 
plicity, which praifes to the face, and tears in pieces be* 
behind the back ; a fliameful levity, which has no com* 
mand over itfelf, or words, and often facrifices both for- 
tune and comfort, to the imprudence of an amuflng con- 
verfation; a deliberate barbarity, which goes to pierce 
your abfcnt brother; a fcandal, where you become a fub- 
je6l of (hame and fin to thofe who liilen to you ; an injuf- 
tice, where you ravifh from your brother, what is dearefl 
to him. I would .have, faid that flander is a refilefs evil ; 
which difturbs fociety ; fpreads diflention through cities 
and countries ; difunites the firi£left friendOiips ; is the 
fpurce of hatred and revenge; fills, wherever it enters, 
with diflurbances and coniufion ; and, eveiry where, is an 
enemy to peace, comfort, and Chriftian good breeding. 
Laftly, I would have added, that it is an evil full of dead- 
ly poifon ; whatever flows from it is infeded, and poifons 
whatever it approaches ; that even its praifes are impoifen- 
ed ; its applaufcs, malicious ; its filence, criminal ; its 
geftures, motions and looks, have all their venom, and 
fpread it each in their way. 

Behold, what in this difcourfe, it would have been my 
duty, more at large, to-have expofed to your view, had I 
not propofed only to paint to you, the vilenefs of the vice, 
which I am now going to combat; but as I have already 
faid, thcfe are only general inveflives, which none apply 
to thcmfelvcs. The more odious the vice is reprefenled, 

the 
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die lefs do you perceive yourfelves concerned in it ; and 
though you acknowledge the principle, you make no 
ufe of it, in the regulation of your manners ; becaufe, in 
ihefe general paintings, we always find features which re« 
femble us not. I wifli, therefore, to confine myfelf at 
prefent, to the fingle obje6l of making you feel all the in- 
juftice of that defcription of flander, which you think the 
moft innocent ; and lead you Oiould not feel your- 
felves conneded with what I ihall fay, I (hall attack it, on- 
ly in the pretexts which you continually employ in its juf- 
tification. 

'Now the firft pretext^ which authorifes in the world al- 
moft all the defamations, and is the caufe that our conver* 
fations are now continual cenfures upon our brethren, is 
the pretended infignificancy ot the vices we expofe to view. 
We would wifh not to tarniflh a man of charaQer, or ruin 
his fortune, by diOionouring him in the world ; to fiain the 
principles of a woman's condu£l, by entering into the eflen- 
tial points of it ; that would be too infamous and mean : 
But upon a thoufand faults, which lead our judgment to be- 
lieve them capable^ of all the reft ; to infpire the minds of 
thofe who liften to us with a thoufand fufpicions, which 
point out what we dare not fay; to make fatirical remarks, 
which difcover a myftery, where no pcrfon before had per- 
ceived the leaft intention- of concealment ; by poifonous 
interpretations, to give an air of ridicule to manners which 
had hitherto efcaped obfervation ; to let every thing, on 
certain points, be clearly underftood, while protefting, that 
they are incapable themfelves of cunning or deceit, is what 
the world makes little fcruple of; and though the mo- 
tives, the circumftances, and the effefb of thcfe difcour- 
fes, be highly criminal, yet gaiety and livelinefs excufc 
Vol. I. W their 
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their malignity, to thore who liften to us, and even conceal 
from ourfelves their atrocity. 

1 fay, in the firft place, the motives. I know thkt it is 
above all by the innocency of the intention, thiat they pre- 
tend to juftily themfelves; that you continually fay, that 
your defign Is not to tamifh the reputation of your bro- 
ther, but innocently to divert yoiirfelves with faults which 
do not difhonour him in the eyes of the world* You, my 
dear hearer, to divert yourfelf with his faults ! But what 
is that cruel pleafure, which carries forrow and bitterriefs 
to the' heart of your brother ? Where is the innocency of 
'an amufement, whofe fource fprings from vices, which 
ought to infpirb you with compaflion and grief ? If Jefus 
'Chrift forbid us in the gofpel, to invigorate the languors of 
converfation by idle words, fhall it be mbre perniitted to 
*you, to enliven it by derifions and cenfures ? If the law 
curfe him, who uncovers the nakednefs of his relations, 
'fliall you, who add raillery and infult to the difcovery, be 
more protefted from that malediftion? If whoever call' his 
'brother fool, be worthy, according to Jefus Cbrift, of 
eternal fire ; (hall he who renders him the contempt and 
iaughing-ftock of a profane aflembly, efcape'the fame pun- 
iQiment? You, to amufe yourfelf with his faults? But 
"does charity delight in evil ? Is that rejoicing in the Lord, 
'as commanded by the Apoftle ? If you love your brother 
' as yourfelf, can you deh'ght in what affliSs him ? Ah ? 
The church formerly held in horror the exhibitions of gla- 
diators, and denied that believers, brought up in the tender- 
nefs and benignity of Jefus Chrift, could innocently feaft 
their eyes with the blood and death of thefe unfortunate 
(laves, or form an harmlefs recreation of (o inhuman a plea- 
fure. But you renew more deteftable (hows, to enliven your 
hnguor : You bring upon the Ibge, not infamous wretches 
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devoted to death, but member9 pf Jefus Chrift, your bre- 
tbren ; and there you entertain the fpe£lato]^s, with wounds, 
^}iich yovi infiifi on per(pns rendered (acred by baptifm. 

Is it then neceflary that your brother Ihpuld fliiFer, to 
amufe you ? Cai^ you find no delight in your copverfa-, 
tiqns, unlefs bis blood, as I may fay, is furniflied towards 
your iniquitous pleafures ? Edify e^fcb oth^r, fays 3t. Paul, 
by words, of peace and charity ; felat<^ the wonders of 
God towards the juft, the hiftory of bis mercies to iinners ; 
reca) the virtue of thofe, who with the fi^n^ of faith have 
preceded us ; make an agreeable relaxation to yourfelves, 
in reciting the pious eyampl^^ of your bretl^r^n with whom 
you live ; with a religioMS joy, fpeiak of the vi£loriQS pf 
faith; of the agrandifement pf the kingdom of Jefus 
Cbrift ; of this eftabliflimcnt of jtrutb, and the extinflioQ 
jof error ; of the favours which Jefus Chrift beftows oi> his 
/church, hy raifing up in it faithful paflor^, enlightened 
piembers, and religious princes ; animate yourfelves to vir- 
tue, by contemplating the little folidjty of the worl(j, t)ic 
emptinefs of pleafures, and the unhappinefs of fjnners, 
who yield themfelves up to tfaeir unruly pailions. 'Are thefe 
grand objefls not worthy the deUght of Chridians ? It ^a$ 
thus, however, that the firft believers rejoiced in the Lord, 
and from the fweets of their converfations, formed one of 
the iBoft holy confolations to their temporal calamities* 
It is the heart my brethren, which decides upon pur plea- 
(ures : A corrupted heart feels ^o delight, but in what re- 
cals to b^n the image of his vices : Innocent delights, an? 
only fuitable to virtue* 

In eSeQ, you excufe the malignity of your cenfures, by 
the innocency of your intentions. But fathom the fecret 
of your heart : Whence comes it, that your farcafms are 

always 
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alwaysjpointed to fuch an individual, and that you never 
amufe yourfclf with more wit, or more agreeably, than in 
recalling his faults ? May it not proceed from a fecret jea- 
loufy ? Do not his talents, fortune, credit, flation, or cha- 
nter, hurt you more than his faults ? Would you find him 
fo fit a lubjef); for cenfure, had he fewer of thofe qualities 
which exalt him above you ? Would you experience fuch 
picafure in expofing his foibles, did not the world find 
qualities in him both valuable and praife-worthy ? Would 
Saul have fo often repeated with fuch pleafure, that David 
was only the fon of Jefle, had he not confidered him as a 
rival more deferving than himfelf of the empire ? Whence 
comes it, that the faults of all others find you more indul- 
gent ? That elfewhere you excufe every thing, but here 
every circumfiance comes empoifened from your mouth ? 
Go to the fource, and examine, if it is not fome fecret 
root of bitternefs in your heart ? And can you pretend to 
juftify, by the innocency of the intention, difcourfes which 
flow from fo conHpted a principle ? You maintain that it is 
neither from hatred nor jealoufy againfi your brother : I 
wi(h to believe it ; but in your farcafms may there not be 
motives, perhaps fiill more fhameful and mean ? Is it not 
your wifh, to render yourfelf agreeable, by turning your 
brother into an obje£l of contempt and ridicule ? Do you 
not facrifice his' chara3er to your fortune ? Courts are al- 
ways fo filled with thefe adulatory, and fordidly interefted 
fitires, on each other ! The great are to be pitied, whenever 
they yield themfelvcs up to unwarrantable averfions. Vi- 
ces are foon found out, even in that virtue itfelf which dif- 
pleafes tliem. 

But after all, you do not feel yourfelvcs guilty, you 
fay, of all thefe vile motives; and that it is merely through 
indifcretion, and levity of fpeechi if it fometimes happen 

that 
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that you defame your brethren^ But is it by that you can 
fuppofe yourfelves more innocent ? Levity and indifcre« 
tion ; that vice» fo unworthy of the gravity of a Chriftian^ 
fo diftant from the ferioufnefs and folidity of faith, and fo 
often condemned in the.gofpel, can it juftify another vice ? 
What matters it to the brother whom you ftab, whether it 
be done through indifcretion or malice ? Does an arrow, 
unwittingly drawn, make a lefs dangerous, or {lighter 
wound, than if fent on purpofe ? Is the deadly blow, which 
you give to your brother, more flight, becaufe it was Ian« 
ced through imprudence and levity ? And what fignifiet 
the innocency of the intention, when the a3ion is a crime ? 
But befides. Is there no criminality in indifcretion, with 
regard to the reputation of your brethren ? In any cafe what- 
ever, can more circumfpe6lion and prudence be required ? 
Are not all the duties of Chriftianiiy comprifed in that of 
charity ? Does not all religion, as I may, confift in that : 
And to be incapable of attention and care, in a point fo 
highly eflential, is it not confidering as it were, ail the reft 
as a fport ? Ah ! it is here he ought to put a guard of cir* 
cumfpefiion on his tongue, weigh every word, put them to* 
gether, in his heart, fays the fago EccleGafticus, and let them 
ripen in his mouth. Do any of thefe inconGderate fpeeches 
ever efcapeyou, againft yourfelf ? Do you ever fail in at- 
tention to what interefis your honour or glory ? What ini 
defatigable cares ! What exertions and induftry, to make 
them profper ! To what lengths we fee you go, to increafe 
your intereft or improve your fortune ! If it ever happen, 
that you take blame to yourfelt, it is always under circum- 
fiances which tend to your praife : You cenfure in your- 
felf, only faults which do you honour ; and in confefling 
your vices, you wifli only to recapitulate your virtues : 
Self-love conne£ls every thing with yourfelf. Love your 
brother as you love yourfelf, and every thing will recal to 

you 
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you him ; you will be incapable of iodifcretiMi, where his in- 
tereft is conceraedt and will no longer need our indruc- 
tions» in refpeA to what yo^ owe to his chara£ler and glory. 

But if thefe flanders which you call trivial, be criminal 
in their motives, they are fiot lefs fo in their circumftsyi- 
ces. 

In the firft place* I fliould make you obferve, that the 
.world, familiarized with guilt, and accuftomed to fee the 
moil heinous vices, now become the vices of the multi« 
lude, is no longer fhocked at. them ; denominates light, de- 
bmations which turn upon the moft criminal and Oiameful 
we^knefles : Sufpicions of infidelity, in the facred bond 
of marriage, are no longer a marked difcredit, or an efleur 
Cial fiain ; they. are fources of deriiion and pleafantry : To 
accufe a courtier of infincerity and double-dealing, is no 
attack upon his honour, it is only calling a ridicule on the 
proteftations of fincerity, with which be amu(es iis : To 
fpread the fufpicion of hypocrify, in the fincereft piety^ 
is not an infult to God through his faints, it is a language 
of derifion, which cuilom has rendered common : In a 
word, excepting thofe crimes punifli^ble by the public au- 
thority, and which are attended with the lofs of credit and 
property, all others feem trivial and become the ordinary 
fubje6l of converfatien, and of the public cenfure. 

But let us not purfue this reBeflion farther. I wifli to 
allow that your brother's faults are light : The more they 
are light, the more are you unjuil in heightening them : 
The more he merits indulgence on your part, the more are 
we to prefuroe in you, a malignity of obfervation, from 
which nothing can efcape ; a natural hardnefs of heart, 
which can excufe nothing. Were the faults of your bro- 
ther 
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tiier important, you woold fpfare hini» you fay ; you would 
f nd him entitled to your indulgence : Politenefs and it^- 
gion would make your filence a duty : What ! becaufe his 
, weaknefles ift« only triviail, you find him lefs worthy df 
your regard ? The very circumftance which ought to make 
him refpedablet attthorifes you in making him the butt df 
your farcafms ? Are you not, fays the Apoilie, become a 
judge of iniquitous thoughts ? And your eye, is it theti 
wicked, only becaufe your brother is good ? Befides, the 
faults which you cenfureare light ; but would they appear 
To to you, were you to be reproached with them ? Wheh 
certain difcourfes, held in your abfence, have reached 
your ears, and which, in fa£l, attacked eflentially, neithct 
your honour nor probity, but only acquainted the public 
with fome of your weaknefles, what have been your fenfii« 
tions ? My God I Then it was, that you magnified every 
thing ; that every circumftance appeared impk>rtant to you'; 
that, not fatisfied with exaggerating the malice of tile 
'words, you riked up thefecret of the intention, and hop- 
ed to find motives ftill more odious than the difcourfes. In 
vain are you told, that thefe are not reproaches, which ef- 
fentiaily intereft you, and at the worfi cannot difgrace you 
You think yourfelves infulted ; you mention them witli 
bitter complaints ; you blaze out, and are no longer maf-* 
ters of your refentment ; and whilft all the world Uames 
the exccfs of your fenfibility, you alone obftinately perfift 
in the belief of its being a ferious afiair, and that your ho- 
nour is interefted in it. Make ufe then, of this rule \vl 
the faults which you publiQi of your brother : Apply the 
offence 10 yourfelves ; every thing is light, which is againft 
him ; but with regard to what touches you, the fmalldft 
circumftance appears important to your pride, and worthy 
of all your refemment. 

Laflly. 
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; Lafily, The vices which you cenfurc are light; but do 
you add nothing of your own to them ? Do you bithful- 
ly exHibi^tbem as they are ? In their relation^ do you ne- 
ver mingle the malignity of your own conje6lures ? Do 
you. not place them in a point of view, difierent from their 
natural ftate ? Do you not embellifli your tale ? And in or- 
4er to make the hero of your ridicule agreeable, do you 
not fafhion him to the wifli of the company, and not fuch 
as in reality he is ? Do you never accompany your fpeeches 
with certain gefiures, which allow all to beunderfiood; 
.with certain exprei&ons, which open the minds of your 
bearers to a thoufand fufpicions, equally rafh, as .difiion- 
• curable ? Even with a certain filence, which permits more 
to be imagined, than any thing you could have poiTibly 
.faid ? For, how difficult it is to confine ourfelves to the 
bounds of truth, when we are no longer within thofe of 
charity ! The more what we cenfure is light, the more is 
calumny to be dreaded : we muft embellifli to attra£l atten- 
tion ; and we become calumniators, where we did not fup- 
pofe ourfelves even cenfurers. 

Behold the circumfiances which regard you ; but if, on 
their account, the flanders which you think light, be high- 
ly criminal, will they be lefs fo with refpe£l to the indi- 
viduals whom they attack ? 

In the Jirjl place, it is a perfon, perhaps of a fex, to 
whom, efpecially on certain points, the flightefl ftains are 
important : to whom it is a difhonour to be publicly fpok- 
en of ; to whom raillery becomes an infult, and every fuf- 
picion an accufation ; in a word, a perfon, whom not to 
praife becomes an outrage, and a difgrace to their flation : 
Thus St. Paul would have every woman to be adorned 

with 
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Vvithbalhfulnefs and modcfty ; that is to fay, he would wi(h 
thofe virtues to be as confpicuous in them, as the orna* 
ments with wliiqh they are covered ; and the higheil eulo- 
gy which the Holy Spirit makes on Judith, after fpeaking 
of her beauty, youth, and great weahh, is, tha! in all If- 
rael, not a perfon was to be found who had afperfed her 
conduft ; and that her reputation correfponded with her 
virtue. 

2dly, Your cenfures are perhaps pointed towards your 
fuperiors ; or againft thofe whom providence has eflablifli- 
cd above you, and to whom the law of God commands 
you to render that refpeft and fubmiffion to which they are 
entitled. For the pride which hates inferiority, always re- 
compenfes itfelf, by finding out weakneffes and foibles, in 
thofe to whom it is under the necefTity of yielding obedi- 
ence ; ihe more they are exalted, the more th^y are expof- 
cd to our cenfures : Malignity is even more quick fighted 
in regard to their errors ; nothing, in their a£lions, ijs par- 
doned ; the vciy perfons moft loaded with their kindneifes, 
or moft honoured by their familiarity, are frequently thofe, 
who moft openly publifli their imperfeftions and vices ; and 
befides violating the facred duty of refpeft, they likewife 
render themfelves guilty of the mean and fliameful crime 
of ingratitude. 

3(//y, It is a perfon, perhaps confecrated to God, and 
cftablilhcd in the church, whom you cenfure ; who, engag- 
ed by the iianftity of his vocation, to more exemplary, 
pure, and irreproachable manners, finds himfelf ftained 
and di (honoured by cenfures, which would not afleft the 
reputation of perfons of the world. Thus the Lord, in the 
fcripturcs, cuffeth thofe wiio (hall even meddle with his 
anointed. Neverthefefs, the traits of flander are never 

Vol. I. X more 
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more animated, more brilliant, or more applauded in tlie 
worldt than when dire£led againft the minilters of his holy 
altar ; the world, fo indulgent to itfelf, feems to have pre- 
ferved its feverity only on their account ; and for them, it 
has eyes more cenforious, and a topgue more empoifoned» 
than for the reft of men. It is true, O my God, that our 
converfation amongft the people is not always holy, and free 
from reproach; that we frequently adopt the manners^ 
luxury, indolence, idlenefs, and pleafures of the world, 
againf( which we ought to ftruggle ; that we hold out to 
Relievers, more examples of pride and negligence, than of 
virtue ; that we are more jealous of pre-eminence, than of 
the duties of our calling ; and that it is difficult for tho 
world to honour a charaQer, which we ourfelves difgrace, 
3ut as I have often faid, my bretbrep, our infidelities 
gught rather to be the rubje£l of your tears, than of your 
pleaf^ntry and cenfures : God generally puniflies the dift 
orders of the people, by the corruption of the priefts ; and 
the mod dreadful fcourge with which he ftrikes kingdoms 
and empires, is that of not railing up in them venerable 
paftors, and zealous minifters, who may flem the torrent of 
diflipation ; it is that of permitting faith and religion to be- 
come weakened, even amongft thofe who are its defenders 
and depofitaries ; that the light, which was meant to iqftruQ 
you, fhould be changed into darknefs ; that, the co-opera^ 
tors in your falvation, (hould affift, by their example, to- 
wards your deftru£lion ; that even from the fanSuary, from 
whence ought to proceed only the good favour of Jefus 
Chrift, there fhould ifTuea fmell of death and fcandal ; and 
in a word, that abominations (hould find their way even 
into the holy place. But what alteration does the relaxa- 
tion of our manners, make in the fanftity of the vocation 
which confecrates us ? Are the facred vafes, which ferve on 
the altar, though coropofed of a mean metal, lefs worthy of 
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your f^fped ? And even gfaiitirig the minifter may intrk 
four contempt, woiild you be lefs facriligious, in not ref* 
peGdng his ininiftr^ ? 

What fliall I fay ? Ybur detraSionS and cenfures, are 
jperhaps direAed againft perfons, in^ho make a public pro* 
feffion of piety, and whofe virtue ybur hearers formerly 
refp^fied. You then perfuade them, that they had been too 
tredulous ; you authorifethem to believe, that few worthy 
>and intrinfically gc)od charaflers, are to be found on the 
^rth ; that all thofe held out as fnch, when narrowly exam* 
ined, are like the reft of men : Youxonfirm the prejudi- 
ce^ of the wotld againft virtue, and give freOi credit to 
ihofe difcoiirfes, fo ufual, and fo injurious to religion, 
with regard to the piety of the fetv^nts of Jefus Chrift. 
Now, do all thefe appear fo very light to you ? Ah, my 
brethen ! The juft on this earth are like the holy ark, in 
the midft of which the Lord dwells, and any contempt 
or infuh to which, he moft rigoroufly avenges : They 
hiay ftagger in their road, like the ark of Ifrael, whild 
condu£ling in triumph to Jerufalem ; for the purefi and 
moft ftiining virtue, has its fpots and eclipfes ; and even 
the moft folid, cannot always equally fupport itfelf ; but 
ihe Lord is incenfed, when rsrfh and impure hands, like 
thofe of Uzzah, Oiall venture to put them right ; and 
fcarcely have they touched them, when they are fmote by 
his wrath : He takes to hinrfelf the flighteft infults with 
which they diihonour his fervants, and he cannot endure 
that virtue, which has found admirers, even amongft ty- 
rants, and the rpoft barbarous nations, fbould frequently 
among believers, find only cenfures and derilions. Thus 
the little children of Ifrael, were devoured on the fpot, 
for having mocked the fmall number of hairs of the man 
of God ; nevertbelefs thefe were only the puerile indifcre- 
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tions, fo pardonable at their age. Fire from heaven, fell 
upon the officer oF the impioas Ahaziah, and in a moment 
confumed hrm, for having in derifion called Elijah the 
Man oi God ; neverthelefs it was a courtier, from whom 
little regard might he expefled, for the aufterity and fim- 
pHcity of a prophet, or for the virtue of a man,, ruftic ia 
lii# appearance, and hateful to his mailer. Michal was 
firuckwith barrennefs, for having too harflily cenfured the 
holy exceffes of joy and piety of David before the aJtar ; 
neverthelefs, it proceeded merely from female delicacy. 
But to meddle with thofe who ferve the Lord, is, according 
to the Scripture, to meddle with the apple of your eye : 
He inviflbly curfes thofe rafli cenforers on piety : and 
thou^ he may not flrike them as formerly, with inftant 
death, yet he marks on their forehead, from this life for- 
ward, the (lamp of reprobation, and denies to theralelves, 
that precious gift of fan£lity and grace, which they bad 
defpifed in others ; neverthelefs, it is the upright who are 
now become tbe general butt of the malignity of public 
difcourfes ; and we may fafely fay, that virtue givea birth 
to more cenfures in the world, than vice. 

I do not add, that if thefe flanders, which you term light, 
be highly criminal in their motives and circum (lances, they 
are ftill more fo in their confequences : I fay their confe- 
quences, my brethren, which are always irreparable. You 
may expiate the crime of voluptuoufnefs, by mortification 
and penitence ; the crime of hatred, by love for your ene- 
my; the crime of ambition, by a renunciation of the hon- 
ours and grandeurs of the age ; the crimepf injaflice, by 
a reftoration of what you had unjuAly raviOicd from your 
brother ; even the crime of impiety and freethinking, by 
a religious and public refpeft For the worfhip of your fathers ; 
but what remedy, what virtue, can repair the crime of de- 
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traSion ? You revealed to only one pcrfon the :vic^ . of 
your brother: It may be fo; but that unlucky confident 
will fpon, io his turn, have cpmmunicated .it to othcrSt 
who, on their part, no longer regarding as a fecret, what 
they have juft heard, will relate it to |he firft comers.;, in 
the relation of it, every one will add new circumftances ; 
each, in bis way, will empoifon it with fome new .trait ; 
in proportion as they publifh, they will increafe, they will 
magnity it : Similar to a fpark of fire, fays St. James* 
which wafted by an impetuous wind, to difierent places* 
fets in flames, tbe forefis aqd countries it reaches : Such is 
the defiiny of detraQion* 

I 

What you had mentioned in fecret, was nothing at £rft, 
and feemed ftifled and buried under its own a(bes ; but thtir 
fire, lies hid for a while, only in ordec to burft forth with 
redoubled fury ; that nothing foon acquires reality by paf- 
fing thrbugh a diverfity of mouths ; every one will add' to 
it, whatever his paflion, intereft, difpofition of mind, andr 
his own malignity, may bold out to him as probable ; The 
fource is^ hardly perceptible ; but, afliiled in its courfe» 
by a thoufand foreign Ilreams, the united torrent will over-* 
whelm the court, city, and country ; and that, which at 
its birth, was only a private and imprudent pleafantry,. buir 
a fimple idea, but a malicious conje£lure, will become a 
fericuis affair, a public and formal diOionour, the fubjefl oC 
every conyerfatioi|i|||ind an eternal {lain upon the chara6lei> 
of your brother. Repair, now, if you can, the injuflice 
and fcandal ; reftore to your brother the good name, of 
which you have deprived him. Will you pretend to 6p- 
pofe the public inveteracy, and fingly hoM forth his praife ? 
But they will regard you as a new comer, who is ignorsftit 
of what has taken place in the world ; and your praifes come 
far too late, will ferve only to draw upon him frejb fatires. 

Now 
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Now» what a multitude of crim^s^ proceeding from only 
one ! The fins of a whole people become youPs : Vou de» 
fame through the mouths of all your fellow-citizens: You 
ire likewife anfwerable for the guilt of all who liften to 
you. Wba& penitence can expiate evils, to which it caii 
no longer afibrd relief ? And will your tears be able to blot 
ont, what fhall never be effaced from the memory of man ? 
Afain, were the fcandal to end with you, your death, by 
terminating it, might be its expiation before God. But 
it is a fcandal which will furvive you ; the (hameful hifto- 
ries of courts never die with their heroes. Lafcivioui 
Ktrriters have tranfmitted to us, the anecdotes, and irregu* 
larities of the courts which have preceded us ; and licen- 
tious authors will be found amongft us, to acquaint the ages 
to come, with the public rumours, the fcandalous circum^ 
fiances, and the vices of our own* 

O my God! Thefe are of that defcription of fins, of 
which we know not either the enormity or extent : but we 
know» that to become a ftumbling block to our brethren, 
it to overturn for them the work of thy Son's miflion, and 
to defiroy the fruit of his labours, of his death, and of all 
bis miniftry. Such is the illufion of the pretext, which 
you draw from the lightnefs ol your flanders ; the motives 
are never innocent; the circumflances always criminal; 
the confequences, irreparable. Let us examine, if the pre- 
text of the public notoriety be bettet&founded. This is 
what yet remains for me to inveftigate. 

Part II. Whence comes it, that^the majority of pre- 
cepts are violated by thofe very perfons who profefs them- 
fetves their obfervers ; and that we find more difficulty in 
bringing the world to acknowledge than to correA its tranf- 
greflions 7 The reafon is, that o\ir ideas of duty are never 
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taken from the groandwork of religion ; that we never ea^ 
ter into the fpirit« to decide upon the letter ; and that few 
people afcend to the principle, to cleat up the do!id>Ut 
which corruption formf on the detail of the confequeaces^ 

NoWt to apply this maxim to my fubje£l : What ane the 
rules in thegofpei, which confiitute flandera crime to the 
difciphss of Jefus Chrift ? In the firft place, it is the pre-^ 
cept ot Chriftian humility, which, as it ought to eftablifli. 
in us, a profound contempt of ourfelves, and to open our 
eyes on the endlefs multitude of our own wants, ihould» 
at the fame time, (hut our eyes on thofe of our brethreri« 
In the fecond place, it is^ the duty of charity ; that charity, 
fo recommended ip the gofpel ; the grand precept of the* 
law ; which covers the faults it cannot corre£l ; excufef 
thofe it cannot cover ; delights not in evil ; and, with dif* 
faculty, believes, becaufe it never wifhes it to happen. 
X-aftly, It is the inviolable rule of juflice, which, never 
permitting us to do to others, what we would not have 
done to ourfelves, condemns whatever goes beyond thefe 
equitable bounds. Now the fcandalous difcourfes, which 
turn upon thofe faults you term public, eflentially wound 
thefe three rules : Judge, then, of their innocency. 

ift, They wound the precept of Chriftian humility. In- 
deed, my dear hearer, were you feelingly touched with 
your own wants, fays a holy father ; were your own fin 
inceflantly before your eyes, like the penitent David, you 
would find neither fufficient leifure nor attention, to re- 
mark the faults of your brethren. The more they were 
public, the more would you in fecret thank the Lord, for 
averting from you that fcandal ; the more wduld you feel 
your gratitude awakened, when you coniidered, that though 
fallen perhaps iptp th^ fame errors, he b^th not permitted 

them 
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ihemtd be j^otlaimed from the boufetops, like thereof your 
brotber ; tbat he bath left in obfcurity your deeds of dark- 
nefs ; tbat he batb covefred them, as I may fay, with bis 
wings; and tbat, in the eyes of men, he hath preferved for 
you, an honour, and an innocence, which you have fo 
often forfeited hefore him : You would tremble, while fay- 
ing to yourfelf, that perhaps be hath fpared your confufion 
in this world, only to render it more bitter and more dura- 
ble in the next. 

r Such is the difpofition of Chriftian humility towards 
the public difgraces of our brethren : We Ihould often 
fpeak of them to ourfelves, but almoft never to others. 
Thus, when the Scribes and Pharifees, prefented to our 
Saviour, the woman caught in adultery, and eagerly 
preflTed him to give his judgment ; though the guilt of the 
finnec^was public, Jefus Cbrift kept a profound filence ; 
and to their infidious and prefling entreaties, to explain 
himfelf, he fimply anfwered : " He that is without fin 
*• amongft you, let him firft caft a ftone at her;" as if he 
thereby meant to make then[j underfland, that finners, like 
them, were little entitled to condemn, with fo high a hand, 
the crime of that woman ; and that to acquire the right of 
calling a fingle ftone at her, it was neceflary the individual 
ihould himfelf be free from reproach. And behold, my 
brethren, what I wifli to fay to you at prefent : The evil 
conduft of fuch a perfon is become notorious : Very well ! 
Whoever of you is without fin, let him caft the firft ftone : 
If, before God, you have nothing, perhaps more criminal, 
with which to reproach yourfelf, fpeak with freedom ; con- 
demn, in the fevercft manner, his fault, and open upon 
him the whole flood of your derifions and cenfures ; it is 
permitted to you. Ah ! you, who fo hardily fpeak of it, 
you are more fortunate ; but are you more innocejt than 
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ke? You are. thought topoflefs more virtue, and more re* 
gard for your duty; but God, who knoweth you, will he 
judge like meai? Were the darknefs, which conceals your 
(hame, to be diiSpated ; "would not every ftone you throw, 
recoil upon yourfelves ? Were an unexpe6ied circumftance 
to betray yourfecret, would not the audacity and malicious 
joy with ^bich you cenfure, add additional ridicule to your 
confufion and difgrace ? Ah! It is only to artifices and ar-» 
rangemems, which the juflice of God may difconcert and 
lay open in an inflant, that you are indebted for this fantom 
of reputation, on which you pride yourfelves fo much : 
You perhaps border on the moment, which (hall reveal 
yourfliamc; and far from blufhing in fecret and in filencet 
when faults, like your own, are made known, you fpeak 
of, and relate them with pleafure ; and you furnifh the 
public With traits, which, one day, it will employ againft 
yourfclf : It is the threat and predi£lion of our Saviour. 
All they that take the fword, (hall perilh with the fword : 
You pierce your brother with the fword of the tongue; 
with the fame weapon, ihall you be pierced in your turn ; 
and though you were even exempted from the vices you 
£o boldly cenfurcin others, the juft God will dehver you 
up to it. 

Difgrace is the common punifliment of pride. Peter, 
on the evening of the Lord's Supper, never ceafed to ex- 
aggerate the guilt of the difciplc, by whom his mafter was 
to be betrayed : He was the moft anxious of them all to 
know his name, and the moft fonvard to exprefs his detefta* 
tion of his perfidy ; and immediately after, he fails him- 
iclf into the infidelity which he had fo lately blamed with 
fuch pride and confidence. Nothing draws down upon 
us the wrath and curfc of God, fo much as the malicious 
pleafure with which we magnify the faults of our brethren ; 
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and his mercy is incenfed, that thefe affllfiing examples, 
which he permits, for the fole purpofe oF recalling us to 
our own weaknefles, and awakening our vrgilance, fhould 
flatter our pride, and excite only our derifions and cen« 
fures. 

You depart, then, from the rules of Chriftian humih'ty^ 
Vhen you permit yourfelves to cenfure the faults, however 
public, of your brother ; but you likewife eflentially wound 
thofe of charity : For charity never faileth, fays the Apof« 
tie. Now, if the vices of your brother be known to thofe 
who liften to you, to what purpofe, then, do you repeat them 
afrefli ? What indeed can be your intention ? To blame his 
condu£l? But, is his (hame not already fuflficient? Would 
you wifh to overwhelm an unfortunate wretch, and give 
the laft ftab to a man, already pierced with a thoufand mor- 
tal blows ? His guilt has already been exaggerated by fo 
inany d^rk and malicious hearts, who have fpread in colours 
fuffic^ent to blacken it for ever : Is he not fufficiently pun- 
iflied ? He is now worthy of your pity, rather than of 
your cenfures. What then could be your intention ? To 
condole with him for his misfortune ? But to open afrefh 
his wounds, is a ftrange way of condoling with an unfortu- 
nate brother. Is true compaflion thus cruel ? What is it 
then ? To juftify your prophecies, and former fufpicions, on 
his condu6l ? To tell us, that you had always believed, that 
fooner or later it would come to that ? But you come then, 
to triumph over his misfortune ? To applaud yourfelf for 
his difgrace ? To claim an honour to yourfelf for the malig- 
nity of your judgment? Alas ! What glory can it be to a 
Chriftian, to have fufpefted his brother ; to have believed him 
guilty, before he was known as fuch ; tohaveralhly forefeen 
his difgraces yet to come ; we, who ought not to fee them, 
even when they have taken place? Ah! Yoo can prophecy 
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lb jufttyt on the deftiny of others : Be a prophet in your 
own country, and anticipate the misfortunes which threaten 
you : ^hy do you not prophecy thus for yourfelf, that 
uiilefs you fly from fuch an opportunity, and fuch a dan* 
ger, you will perifli in it ? That unlefs you diflblve fuch ^ 
connexion, the public, which already murmurs, will at 
laft break out, and then you fliali find it too late to repaic 
the fcandal ? That unlefs you quit thefe excefies, iDt(^ 
which the pallions of youth, and a bad education, have, 
thrown you, your affairs and fortune will be ruined beyond 
refource ? It is on thefe points that you ought to exercifc 
your art of conjefiure. What madnefs, while furrounded 
one's-fell with precipices, to be occupied, in contemplate 
ing from afar thofe that threaten our brethren ! 

Belides, the more your brother's difgraces are public,. 
the more affe£led ought you to be with the fcandal, which 
they ^eceflsirily pccafion to the Church ; with the advan- 
tage which the wicked and the free-thinkers will draw from 
them, to blafpheine the name of the Lord, to harden them- 
felves in impiety^ and to perfuade themfelves, thai thefe 
are Vfeaknefles common to all men, and that they are moft 
virtuous, who beft know how to conceal them : The more 
ought you to be afBiSed, at the occaCon which thefe pub- 
lic examples of irregularity give to weak fouls, to fall into 
the fame diforders : the more does charity oblige you to 
grieve over them ; the more ought you to wifli, that the re^ 
ipeipbrance of thefe faults Ihould perifh : that the day, and 
the places of their revealment, ihould be efiaced from the 
memory of men : and laftly, the more ought you, by your 
filence, to endeavour to fupprefs them* But the whole 
world fpeakt of them, you fay ;' your filence wilt not pre- 
vent the public converfations ; confequently, you may 
make remarks in your turn. The inference is barbarous : 

Bccaufe 
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Becaufe you are unable to repair the difgracc, are you per- 
snittcd to augment it ? Becaufe you cannot fave your bro^ 
thcr from (hame, fliall you affift to overwhclni htm with 
tonfufion and rnfamy ? Becaufe^ almoft every one calb a 
^one at him, (hall it be lefs cruel in you, to throw one in 
jrour turn, and to unite with thofe who bruife, and beat him 
in pieces ? Setting religion afide, how beautiful it is, to 
&clare for the unfortunate ? How njUch real dignity and 
^reatnefs of fod, in fheltering under our proteflibn, thofe" 
Abandoned by the world ! And even admitting the rules of 
charity were not to make it a duty to us, the feeh'ngs alone,r 
of glory and humanity, fhould in this cafe be fufficient* 

3^/y , You not only violate the holy rales of charity ; but 
you are alfo a breaker of thofe of juftice. For, the faults 
of your brother are public ; let it be To ; but place your- 
felf in the fame fituation, would you exa£l from him lefs 
deference or Ief94iumanity, were your difgrace to be no 
longer a myftery ? Would you agree, that the public (ex- 
ample gave to your brother a right againfl you, which you 
arrogate to yourfelf againft him ? Would you accept, on 
his part, in juftificaiion of his malignity, an excufe, which 
vould render him ftill more odious, mean, and cruel? 
Befides, how do you know whether the sluthor'of all thefe 
reports be not an impoftor ? So many falfe repbrts are cir- 
culated in the world ; and the malice of men renders them 
fo credulous on the faults of others ! How do you know, 
but thefe calumnies have been circulated by an enemy, si 
rival, or fome envious perfon, in order to ruin him, who 
has thwarted his paflions or his fortune ? Are fuch inftan- 
ces rare ? Whether it be not fome heediefs perfon who has 
given occafion to all thofe difcourfes, by an indifcreet ex- 
preffion, uttered without thought, and laid hold of through 
malice ? Arc fuch miftakct impoffible ? Whether it be not . 
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t mer^ conjeClure, originally circulated m fucli* d'nd 
afterwards given as atnith?- Are fuch alfcemtions nn^ 
tomrtion, in public rumours ? What could havie a greatei^ 
appearance of feafibility, to the children ol- the^capfivity; 
than the alledged mifconduft of Sufanna. The judges^ 
of the people of God, venerable through their age and^ 
dignity, depofed againft her ; the people exclain^ed argainft' 
her as ap adulterefs ; they lopked upon her as the dif- 
grace of Ifrael ; neverthelefs, it was her modefly -alone 
which drew upon her thefe infults; and had not a Daniel 
been found in her time, who had the courage to doubt a 
general report, the blood of that innocent woman itiuft 
hav6 fiained the whole people. And, without departing 
from ourgofpel ; were not the facrilegious reports, iVbtch 
held out JefuS as an impoftor and Saniaritan, become the. 
public difcdurfes of all Judea ? The Prrefts and Pharifees, 
people, to whom the dignity of their Qation, and the regu- 
larity of their manners, attrafied the refpeS^aod confi- 
dence of the people, flrengthened them by their authority : 
Neverthelefs, would you excufe fuch amongft the Jews, 
as on reports fo common, fpoke of the Saviour of the 
world, as- a feducer who impofed on the credulity of the 
people? You expofe yourfelf, then, to the guilt of hav- 
ing calumniated your brother ; however circulated tlie ru- 
mours againft him may be, his crime, of which you have 
not been a witnefs, is always dubious to you : and you do-' 
him an injuftice, when you propagate as true, what you-' 
have only heard from public reports, often falfe, andal-' 
ways rafli. . I . ' 

But I go further : when your brother's difgrace, flibuld; 
even be certain, and the malignity of reports fhould have, 
added nothing to its criminality ; how can you know,' that- 
the very Oiameof feeing it fo public may not have recalled 
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him to himfclf ; and that a fincere repentance, and tears of 
compunction, may not have already effaced, and expiate4 
it before God ? Years are not always required for grace to 
triumph over a rebellious heart : there are vi3ories which 
it leiayes not to time ; and a public difgrace often turns oul 
the moment of mercy, which decides upon theconverfion 
of the finner. Now, if your brother is in [a ftate of re« 
pentance, are you not unjuft and cruel to revive fault| 
which his penitence has effa;:cd, and which the Lord hath 
ceafed to remember ? Do you recolle£l the finful womaa 
in the gofpel ? Her irregularities were notorious, feeing 
ihe had been known through the whole city as a proftitute : 
neverthelefs, when the Ph?irifee reproached her with her 
fins, he^ tears and love had effaced them, at the feet of our 
Saviour ; the goodnefs of God had remitted her errors, 
yet the malignity of men, was unable to obliterate them. 

Laftlyf Your brother's difgrace was public ; that is to 
fay, it >yas confufedly known, that his condu3 was not 
(ree from reproach, and you come to particularife the 
circumftances, to proclaim his deeds, to explain (he mo- 
tives, and to lay open the whole myilery ; to confirm what 
they but iroperfe£lly knew ; to tell them of what they knew 
not at all ; and to applaud yourfelf, for appearing better in- 
firufied in your brother's misfortune, than thofe who liilen 
to you : Some degree of charafter, though wavering, yet 
remained to him ; he llill preferved, at leaft, fome remains 
of honour, a fpark of life, and you completely extinguifli 
it. I do not add that thefe public reports perhaps originate 
cd from people of no charafter ; perfons of neither re- 
I putation nor confequence to convince ; hitherto none durft 
yield credit to rumours fo poorly fupported ; but, you, 
who by your rank, birth, and dignities, have acquired an 
influence over the minds, remove every ihadow of doubt 
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or oncertainty : Your name atone, will now ferve as a proof 
tgainft the innocency of your brother; and in future it 
will be cited in jultification of the general reports. Now, 
can any thing be harder, or more iinjuft, both on account 
of the injury you do to him and of the fervice you fnil to 
perform ? Your filence on his fault might alone perhaps 
have ftopt the public defamation ; and you would have been 
cited to clear his innocence, as you now are to blacken it : 
And what more refpeClable ufe could you have made of 
•your rank and influence ? The more you are exalted in 
the world, the more ought you to be religious, and cir- 
cumfpefl on the reputation of your brethren ; the more 
ought a noble decency to render you referved on their er- 
rors : The difcourfes of the vulgar are fooif forgot ; they 
expire in coming into the world ; but the words of the 
great never fall in vain ; and the public is always a faithful 
echo, either to the praifes they bellow, or to the cenfuret 
they allow themfelves to utter. My God! thou teacheft 
us, by concealing thyfelf the fins of men, to conceal them 
on our part ; to reveal our faults, thou waiteft with a mer- 
ciful patience, the day when the fecrets of our hearts Ihall 
be manifelled : And we by a raOi malignity, anticipate the 
time of thy vengeance ; we who are fo interefted, that the 
fecrecics of our hearts, and the myftery of the confciences» 
fhould not as yet be laid open to thee. 

Thus, you particularly, my brethren, whom rank and 
birth exalt above others, be not fatisfied with putting a 
check'^upon your tongue; according to the advice of the 
Holy Spirit, prcfent a melancholy and fevere countenance, 
a filence of difapprobation and indignation, to every defa- 
matory difcourfe ; for the crime is exaftly equal, between 
the malignity of the fpeaker, and the fatisFa£lion of thofe 
who lillen to them. Let us furround our ears with thorns, 

tliat 
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that they may not. be accefhble to poifonous infinuations ; 
that is to fay, let us not only fhut them againil thefe words 
of blood and gall, but let us return them on their author in 
a manner equally bitter and mortifying. Were flander to 
^nd fewe^ approvers, the- kingdom of Jcfus Chrift would 
foon be pyrged of that fcandal : Slander is pleafing; and 
a vice which pleafes foon becomes a defirable talent : We 
animate flander by our applaufes ; and as there is no perfon 
but wilhes to be applauded, there are few likewiic who do 
not lludy 'it, and endeavour to make a merit of flander- 
ing with (kilL 

But what IS furprifing is, that piety itfelf frequently 
ferves as a pretext to that vice, which faps the very founda- 
lions of piety, and which fincere piety detefts. This ought 
to be the laft part of this difcourfe ; but I fliall fay only a 
fingle word upon it. Yes, my brethren, flander frequently 
finds in piety itfelf, wherewithal to colour itfelf ; It decks 
itfelf out in the appearance of zeal : Hatred to vice feems 
to authorife the ccnfure of finners : Thofe who make a 
profeflion of virtue, often believe that they are honouring 
God, and rendering glory to him, when they diflionour, 
and exclaim againft thofe who offend him ; as though the 
privilege of piety, whofe foul is charity, were to difpenfe 
us even from charity. It is not that I wifli here to juflify 
the difcourfes of the world, and to furnilh it with new 
traits againft the zeal of the upright ; but, at the fame 
time, I ought not to diflemble, that the liberty which they 
aflumc, of cenfuring the condu6l of tlieir brethren, is one 
of the moil common abufes of piety. 

Now, my dear hearer, you whom this difcourfe regards, 
liften to, and never forget the rules which the gofpcl pre- 
fcribes to true zeal. 

\Jiiy, 
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tftfy^' Remember, that the zeal which makes as lament 
over the fcandais that diflionour the charch^ is contented 
with lamenting them before God; -with praying him not to 
forget his former mercies ; to caft his propitious regards 
upon the people ; to eftablifh his reign in all hearts ; and 
to recal (inners from their erroneous ways. Behold, the 
holy manner of lamenting over the^ difgraces of your bre- 
thren ; mention them frequently to the Lord, but forget 
them in the'prefence of mien« 

- 2dly'^ Remember, that piety gives you no right of em- 
pire or, authority over your brethren : That if you be not 
€?ftabli(hed over then, and refponfible for their condu£t, 
whether they fall, or remain ftedfaft, is the concern of the 
Lordy and not youi's; confequently, that your continual 
and public Isimenutions, over their irregularities, proceed 
irom a principle of pride, malignity, levity, and intoleran- 
cy ; that the church has its paftors to fuperintend the flock ; 
that the ark has its minifters to fiiflain it, without needing 
the interference of any foreign or imprudent fuccours; 
and laflly, that by thefe means, far from eorreding your 
brethren, you dilhonour piety ; you juftify the difcourfes 
of the wicked againft the juft ; and you authorife them ia 
faying, as formerly in the Book of Wifdom, Why profef- 
feth the righteous, to have a right to fill the flreets, and 
the public places, with their clamours and upbraidings 
againft our conduQ ; and holdeth it out as a point of vir. 
tue, to defame us in the minds of our brethren ? 

3^/y, Remember, that the zeal regulated by wifdom, 
feeks the falvation, and not the defamation of the brother 
it wilhes to edify ; that it loves not to injure ; that in otc^er 
to render itfelf ufeful, it ftudies to render itfelf amiable ; 
that it is more aflSrfled with the misfortune and lofs of its 
. Vol. I. Z brothet^ 



fcrotfaer, thin irritated i^inft, (>r{cftndtlifed hyl&ititori ; 
that, far from going to publifli them to others, it would 
wifh to be enabled to conceal them from itfelf ; and thai 
the zeal which cenfiires them, far from leflening the evil, 
finrvcs only to augment the fcandal* 

- j^tUyt Remember, that the cenforiont zeal which yoil 
difplay, is ufelefs to your brother, feeing he witneflGM it 
not ; that far from being of fervice, it is even hurtful to his 
converfion, to which you raife up obflacles, by irritating 
htm againft your cenfores, Ihould he happen to be inform- 
ed of them ; that it is injurious to his reputation, which 
you wound ; and laflly, to thofe that liften to you, whoref* 
pefling your pretended virtue, never entertain a doubt that 
Ihey caQ err, while following your fteps ; and no longer 
f lace flander among the number of vices. Zeal is humble 
and has eyes for nothing but its own wants ; it is fimplCy 
and much moredifpofed to be credulous with regard to good 
than evil; it is merciful, and is always indulgent to the 
liults of others, in the fame proportion as it is fevere to its 
own weaknefles ; it is gentle and timorous, and prefers to 
have biled in fufliciently blaming vice^ to raChly expofing 
itfelf to go too far in cenfuringthe fmner. 

Thus, my brethren, you who returned from the errors 
of tlie world, now ferve the Lord, allow me to conclude, 
with addreffing to you the fame words, formerly fpoken by 
a holy father, to the fervants of Jefus Chrifl, who through 
an indifcreet zeal, made no fcrupleot tearing in pieces the 
cbara3ers of their brethren. 

" A tongue which has confeffed Jefus Chrift ; which hat 
** renounced the errors and fplendours of the world ; which 
•* every day blefiea the God of peace, at the foot of the altar ; 

•• and 
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''and it often confecnted* by participation of the holy myfi 
''teries, ihould no fonger be intolerant, dangerous, and full 
** of gall and bitternefs againft its brethren. It is difgracing 
** religion, after having ofieced up pure prayers and thankf- 
** givings to the Lo<d» in. the affembly of beiieyers, to go 
** and fpit out the venemous traits of the ferpent, againft 
** thofe whom the . unity of faith, charity, the faf rament, 
** and even their very errors, (houid render more endeared 
** and more le^pefiaUc to you/* 

By the wifdom and oo^ration of our difcourfes, let us 
deprive the enemies of virtue, of every occafion to blaf- 
pbemc agaiqfi it ; let im correft our bmbven, by the fanc- 
tity of our example, lalher than by the keenefs of our cen- 
fures ; let us recal them, by living better than they, and 
QQt by i]p<akiog againft them ;. let us render virtue refpefia- 
ble by its fweetnefs, ratbei than by its fe verity ; let m 
draw finners towarda us by compaflionating, rather than 
ccofuring their faults; in order that our virtue may be 
confpicuous to them, only through our charity and indul- 
gence, and that our tender care to cover and excufe their 
fnilts, may induce them to accufe and condemn tbemfelvea 
with mofe feverky, when they perceive the difference of 
<mr condiifi : By thefe means, we (hall regain our brethren ; 
we (hall honour piety ; we (hall overthrow impiety and 
freethtnking; we (hall deprive the world of all occafion 
for thofe difcourfes, fo common, and fo injurious to real 
virtue : And, after having ufed mercy towards our bre- 
thren, we ihall with more confidence go to prefent ourfelvea 
before the Father of mercies, and the God of all cooibla- 
tion, to a(k miercy for ourfielves. 

SERMON 
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Yii a little while am I with you^ and then I go unto Him 
that fent me^ 

Axi improper nfe of time, is the fource of all tRe.difor- 
ders which reign amongft men* Some pafs their Whole 
liie in idlenefa and floth, equally nfelefs to the world, their 
country and themfelves : Others, in the tumult of bufi- 
nefs and worldly affairs. Some appear to exift, only for 
the purpofe of indulging an unworthy indolence, and ef- 
caping, by a diverfity of pieafures, from the wearinefs 
"which every where purfues them, in proportion as they fly 
from it : Others in a continual fearch, amidft the cares of 
the world, for occupations which may deliver them from 
themfelves. It appears, that time is a common enemy, 
agatnfi which all men have agreed to confpire : Their whole 
life IS one continued and deplorable anxiety, to rid them- 
felves of it. The happieft are thofe, who heft fucceed» 
in not feeling the weight of its duration ; and the princi^^ 
pal fatisfa£lion they reap, either from frivolous pieafures, 
or ferious occupations, is the abridgment of days and 
moments, and deliverance from them, almoft without a 
preception of their being paiTed. 

Time, 
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' Time, that precious depofit .confided to us by the Ix)rd^ 
is therefore become a burden whicn fatigues and opprefliet 
j» : We dread, as the greateft of evils, its deprivation for 
ever ; and we almoft equally dread thejobligauon, to fup* 
port its wearinefs and duration. It is a treafure which we 
*wbuld| wifli to retain for ever ; yet which we cannot tattit 

to remain in our pofleflion. 

, • . ... I 

... ,^ 

• : This time, however, of which we make lo little cfiima- 
tion, is the only mean of our eternal falvation. We loft 
it without regret, which is a crime ; we employ it only for 
worldly purpofes, which is a madoefs. Let us employ 
the time which God allows us, becaufe it is (hort : Lei 
us employ it only in labouring for our falvation, be- 
caufe it is only grven us, that we may be faved : That is to 
fay, let us be fenGble of the value of time, and let us lofe 
it not ; let us know the ufe oi it, and employ it only for 
the purpoCe it was given : By- thefe means, we (hall avoid 
both the dangers of a flothful, and the inconveniences 
of an hurried life. X^is is the fubjefi of the pre&nt Dif. 
courfe. 

' Part I. Three circutnilaiices, in general,. decide upon 
the value of things amongi men : The great advantage 
which may accrue to us from them : The (hort fpace we 
have to enjoy them : And, laflly, every hope deftroyed of 
ever regaining them, if once loft. Now, ' behold, my 
brethren, the principal motives which ought to render time 
precious and edimable, to. every wife man: In the firft 
place, it is the price of eternity : In the fecohd place, it 
is (hort ; and we cannot make too much hafte to reap the 
benefit of it : And lafily, it .is irreparable ; for, once loll, 
it can never be regained. . It is the price of eternity : ¥e«« 
my brethren, man, condemned to death by the (in of his 

birtb 



fiirtbv ought to receive life, only to lofe it, even from the 
moBEietit he hai received it. The blood alone of Jefus 
Chrift has effaced this fentence of death and pnnifinnent, 
pfononnced aqpunft all mankind* in the perfon of the firft 
finner: We live, though the ofipring of a father con- 
demned to death* and inheritors ourfeives of his punifli- 
ment* becaufe the Redeemer died for us : The death ok 
Jefus Chrift is* therefore* the fource* and the only claim 
of right we have to life; our days* our moments* are the 
firft bleflings* which have Sowed to us from his croTs ; and 
the time which we fo vainly lofe* is the price however* 
oi his blood* the fruit of his death* and the merit of his 
itcrifice. 

Not only aa children of Adam* we deferve no loi^;er 
to live ; but even all the crimes we have added to thbfe of 
oilr birth* are become new Sentences of death agatnft us; 
So many times as we have violated the law of the Author 
of Life* fo nuny times* from that moment* ought we 'to 
kaveloftit. 

Every finner is, therefore* a child of death and anger ; 
sttid every time the mercy of God has fufpended* after each 
of our crimes* the fentence of condemnation and death* it 
is a new life* as it were* his goodnefs has granted* in or- 
der to allow us time to repair the criminal ufe we had 
hitherto made of our Wn. 

I even fpeak of the difeafes* accidents* and numberlefs 
dangers* which fo often have menaced our life ; which fo 
often we have feen to terminate that of our friends and near- 
eft connefUons; and from which* his goodnefi has always 
delivered us. The life which we enjoy* is like a perpetual 
miracle* therefore, of his divine mercy ; The time which 
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if Idft to us, IB the confequence of an infinitjr of lender 
mercies andgraccy which compofes the thread and the tnin« 
as it were, of your life : Every moment we breathe, it 
like a new gift we receive irom God ; and to wafte that 
thne, and thefe mon^enti, in a deplorable inutHity, it to 
infuk that Infinite Ooodnefst which has granted them to 
Ui; todiffipateanineflimablegrace, which is not our disc; 
and to deliver up to chance the price of our eternity. 
Behold, my brethren, tbe firft guik attached to the lofs of 
time : It is a precious treafuro Mt to us, though we no 
longer have any right to it ; which is given to us, for tho 
purpose alone of purchafing the kingdom of heaven ; and 
which we dilRpate, as a thing the moft vile and cootempti* 
Ue, and of which we know not any uTe to imke. 

In the world, we would regard that man as a fooU who, 
heir to a. great fortune, flurald allow it to be wafted, through 
want of care and attention ; and fhould make no ufe of ic^ 
either to ratCe himfell to places and dignities, which might 
draw him from obfeurity, or in order to confirm to him* 
ielf, a folid ellabliihment, which might place him in futuft 
beyond the reach of any reverfe. 

But, my brethren, time is that precious treafure, which 
we have inherited from our birth, and which the Almighty 
leaves to us through pure compaffion : It is in our pofleflion^ 
and it depends upon ourfelves to make a proper ufe of it. 
It is not in order to exalt ourfelves to frivolous dignities 
here below, or to worldly grandeurs : Alas ! whatever paf* 
fes away, is too vile to be the price of time, which is itfelt 
the price of eternity : It is in order to be placed in the 
heavens above, at the fide of Jefus Chrift : It is in order 
to feparate us from the crowd of the children of Adam, 
mbove all Cxftrs and Kings of the «arth, in that immortal 
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fociety of the happy, who (hall all be kings, and whofe 
reign iball have no bounds, but thofe of eternity. 

What madnefsy then, to make lio ufe of a treafure fo in- 
eflimable; In frivolous amufements, to wafte that time, 
which may be the pi$ce of eternal falvation ; and to allow 
the hopes of our immorulity, to be diflipated in fmoke ! 
Yes, my brethren, there is not a day, an hour, a motnent^ 
but which, properly empfoyed, may merit us heaven. A 
fingle day loft> ought, therefore, to leave to us rcmbrfes; 
a thoufand times more lively and poignant, than the failure 
of the greateft worldly jprofpe&s ; yet, neverthelefs, this 
time is a burden to us : Our whole lite is only one continu- 
ed fcience to lofe it ; and in fpite of all our anxieties to wafte 
it, there always, however, remains more than we know 
bow to employ ; and yet,' the thing upon the earth we have 
.the fmalleft value for, is our time : Our a£ls of kindnefs, 
jnie referve for our friends : Our bounties, for our depend- 
ents: Our riches, forour children and relations: Ourpraifcs, 
for thofe who appear worthy of them : Our time we give 
to all the world : We expofe it, as I may fay, a prey to 
all mankind : They even do us a pleafure in delivering us 
from it : It is a weight, as it were, which we fupport in the 
^idft of the world, while inceffantly in fearch of fome one 
who may eafe us of its burden. In this manner, time, 
that gift of God, that moft precious blefling of his clem- 
ency, and which ought to be the price of our eternity, 
occafions all our embarraflments, all our wearinefles, and 
becomes the moft oppreflivc burden of our life. 

But a fecond reafon, which makes us feel, flill more fenfi- 
bly, our abfurdity in fctting To little value upon the time 
the Almighty leaves to us, is, that not only it is the price 
of our eternity, but likewife, it is fhort, and we cannot 
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fiaiteh tod mach to employ it to advantage. For, my 
brethren, had we even a long feries of ages to exill upon 
the earth, that fpace would, in truth, be dill too (hort to 
be employed jn meriting everlafting happinefs ; yet its du« 
ration would at lead enable us to retrieve tbofe accidental 
lodes* The days and moments lod, would at lead form 
Only a point, fcarcely perceptible, in that long feries of 
Ages we diould have to pafs here below. But, alas ! Our 
whole life is itfelf but an imperceptible point: Thelongeft 
endures fo little : Our days and our years are fliut up in 
fuch narrow limits, that we fee not wteit we can have dill 
to lofe, in a fpace fo fliort and rapid. We are only, as I 
may (ky, a moment upon the earth ; like thofe fiery ex-* 
halations, which, in the obfcurity of night, are feen wan« 
dering in the air, we only appear, to vanifli in a moment, 
tod be replunged, for ever, into our original and everlad-^ 
ingdarknefs : The exhibition we make to the world is but 
a flaOi, which is extinguiflied almod in the fame moment 
it exids : We fey it ourfelves every day. Alas! Uowcan 
we take days and hours of red, from a lite, which is itfelf 
but a moment ? And befides. if you retrench from that 
moment, all you are under the neceflity of allowing to the 
ihdifpenfable neceflities of the body, to the duties of your 
dation, to unexpefied events, and the inevitable complai-^ 
fances due to fociety, what remains for yourfelf, for God, 
and for eternity ? And are we not worthy of pity ; we, 
who know not how to employ the little which remains to 
us, and who fly to the aflidance of a tboufand artifices to 
abridge its duration ? 

To the little time, my brethren, we have \o live upon 
the earth, add the number of pad crimes, which we have to 
expiate in this fliort interval. HoW many iniquities ve 
eolle6led upon oiir heads/ finccourfirA years*: Alas! Ten 
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live*, like durs^ would Tcarcely fuffice to expbtf^ 
them: The time would flii! be too fliort; and it '^ 
neceffaTy to call upon thegoodnefs ot Cod, to pr 
duration of our penatice. Great God l What p^ 
remain to me for pieafures and indolence* in a llJ^ 
and fo criminal as mine ? What place, then, cai 
fportfi and amufemcnts find in an interx^al fo 
which altogether would not fufEce to CKpiate 
of my crimes? 



Ah I my Wretbren, do we even think upon it 
nal condemned to death, and to whom a fingic *iw 
allowed to endeavour towards obtaining his p;ir 
he find hours and moments flill to trifle away ' 
complain of the length of the time, which fb- 
and goodncfs of his judge had awarded him f' 
be embarraficd how to ufe it ? Would he (c^tv 
lous amufements to alTift him to pafs ihofc pj 
ments, which were left hitn to merit his pai 
liverance ? Would he not endeavour fo proii: i 
v«l fo decifivc with regard to hif deJliny ? Wi 
replace, by the anxiety, vivacity, and continki 
exertions, what might be wanting from tlic h • 
time allowed to him ? Fools that wc are! t> i 
pronounced ; our guilt irodcrs our condintiiN: 
We arc Icfi ii Gngle day to lltiin the r^nl^ ^nd 
ligotir of iJtir eternal decree : Aii ■ 
ds)% we todoleiuly f^b in occupjuiii^ 
puerile* 
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fiill find fo many fp^re moments in the day ? My Godj 
How many holy charaQers have in folitude complained, 
that their days'paflqd too rapidly away; have borrowed 
from the night, what the brevity of the day had taken from 
their labours and ?eal ; have lamented, even in the caln^ 
and leifure of their folitude, that fufficient time remained 
not for them to publifli thy praifes, and eternal mercies : 
And we, charged with a multiplicity of cares ; we, in the 
midA of the folicitudes and engagements of the age, which 
abforb almoft all our days and moments; we, refjMhfible 
to our relations, to our children, to our friends, to our iur 
feriors, to our fuperiors, to our ftations, to our countryt 
for fuch an infinity of duties ; we flill find a void in our 
life ; and the little which remains to us, we think too long 
to be employed in fcrving and bleffing thy holy'name ? 

But we are happy, you £iy, when we know how to 
amufe ourfelves, and innocently to pafs away the time. 
But bow do you know that your courfe is not already run ; 
and that you do not perhaps touch the fatal moment which 
commences your eternity ? Does your time belong to you, 
to be difpofed of as you pleafe ? Time itfelf pafles away fo 
foon ; and are fo many amufements neceflary to allift it in 
pai&ng ftill more rapidly ? 

But, is time given to you for nothing ferious, great, and 
eternal ; nothing worthy of the elevation and deftiny of 
man ? And the Chriftian and inheritor of heaven, is he 
:«pon the earth, only to amufe himfelf ? 

But are there not, you fay, many innocent recreations 
in life ? I grant there are many : But recreations fuppoC^ 
pains and cares, which have preceded them ; while your 
whole life ifi one continued recreation. Recreations are 
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permitted lothofe who, after fuTfilliog their duties, are'un^ 
der the neceflity of according fome moments of relaxation 
to the weaknefs of human nature : But you, if you have 
occafion for rekiation, it is from the continuance of your 
pleaTureSf and even what you- call your recreations : It it 
from the lage of inordinate gaming, of which the dura* 
tion and earneft attention necefiary, befides the lofs of time, 
render you incapable, on quitting it* of applicaiiob to any 
other dutj^ of your ftation. What recreation can you find 
in a lawfibb and boundiefs paflion, which occupies almoft 
your whole life ; ruins your health ; deranges your fortunr, 
and renders you the continual fportof a mirerablc chance? 
And it is not with fuch chara3ers that we find neither or<^ 
der, rule, or difcipline ? All ferious duties forgotten ; dif. 
orderly fervants ; children miferably educated ; aflEurs de« 
dining ; and public fcorn and contempt attached to their 
names, and their unfortunate pofterity ? The paflion of 
gaming is almoft never unaccompanied'^ and to thofc of 
one lex efpecially , is always the fource, or the occaGon of 
all the others : Thefe are the recreations you believe inno* 
cent, and neceflary to fill up the empty moments of the day. 

Ah ! my brethren, how many of the reprobate, in the 
midft of their anguiOi and punifhmcnts, entreat from the 
mercy of God, only one of thofe moments, which we 
know not how to employ; and could their requeft be 
granted, wliat ufe would they not make of that precioiM 
moment ? How many tears of CG«npun£lion and penitence ! 
How many prayers and fupplications, to foften the Father 
of Mercies, and to induce his paternal feelings to reflore 
to them his affe£lion ! This only moment is neverthelefs re. 
Jufed : Time, they are told, exifb no more for them ; and 
you find yourfelves embarralTed with the little you are 
kit ? God will judge you, my brethren ; and on the bed 

of 
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of- death, and in that terrible hour which fliall furprffe 
you, in vain fhall you demand a little more time : In vain 
iball you promife to God, a more Chriftian ufe of what 
yoa will endeavour to obtain : His juftice, without pity, 
will cut the thread of your days : And that time, which 
now opprefles and embarralfes ^ou, ihall then be denied^ 

But in what our blindnefs here is ftill more confpicuous, 
is, that not only the time which we lofe with (a. much in- 
difference and infenfibility« is (hort and preciouat' but Hke< 
wife irreparable ; for once loft, it is for ever gone, with- 
out refource. 

I fay irreparable : For, in the firft place, riches, hon* 
ours, reputation, and favour, though once loft, may again 
be retrieved. We may even replace each of thefe lofles, 
by other acquirements, which will repay us with ufury : 
But the moments loft in inutility, are fo many moans of 
falvation, which we never again can poflefs, but which are 
for ever cut off from the number, which God, in his com- 
paflion, had allotted to us. Indeed, in a fpace fo ihort as 
we have to live, there cannot be a doubt, but that the Al- 
mighty had his particular defigns, with regard to each of 
our days and moments ; that he hath marked the ufe we 
ought to have made of them ; the connexion they were to 
have with our eternal falvation ; and that to each of them 
he hath attached afliflances of grace, in order to confum- 
mate the work of our fan£lification. Now, thefe days and 
moments being loft, the grace attached to them muft be 
equally fo : The moments of God are finiflied, and re- 
turn no more : The courfe of his mercies is regulated : 
We believed they were only ufelefs moments we had loft ; 
and with them we have loft ineflimable fuccours of grace ; 

which 
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which we find dedu£led from thofe the goodn^fi of God 
had deftined for us. 

In the fecond place. Irreparable, becaufe every da)% 
every moment, ought to advance us a fiep nearer hea- 
ven : Now, the days and moments loft leaving us in ar« 
rear, and the duration of our courfe being alfo determined, 
the end arrives when we are yet at adiftance; when there 
is no loQipr time to fupplf the remainder of the career; 
or, at lean, to regain the loft moments, and reach the goal, 
we muft double our fpeed : In one day, fill up the courfe 
of many years ; make the mofi heroic exertions ; and baf- 
ten in a degree, even beyond our ftrength : Proceed to ex- 
cefles of holinefs, which are miracles of grace, and ot 
which the generality of men are in6apable ; and confummate, 
in fmall interval, what ought to be the labour of a whole 
life. 

In the Ufi place. Irreparable, with refpeEl to the wotks 
of penance and reparation, of which, in a certain period 
of life, we are capable, but are no longer fo, when we 
wait the infirmities of a more advanced age. For, after all, 
it is in vain to fay then, that God expe£ls not impoffibili- 
ties ; that there is a penance for every age ; and that reli- 
gion does not wiOi us to hafien our days, under the pretext 
of expiating our crimes : It. is you who have placed your- 
felves in this ftate of impoflibility : Your fins diminifli not: 
your obligations : Guilt muft be punifhed, in order to be 
effaced. The Almighty had allowed you both time and 
flrength, to fatisfy this immutable and eternal law : This 
time you have wafted in accumulating new debts : This 
ftrength you have exhaufted, either by new excefles, or at 
leaft, without making any ufe of it, to further the de«. 
iigns of God refpeQing you : The Almighty muft there- 

fonK 
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fore do, what you have 'never done yourfelves, and punifh 
after your death, the crimes you have never been inclin* 
cd to expiate during your life. 

Thiols to fay, in order to concentrate all thefe refle£lion8, 
that with every moment of our life, it is as with our death : 
We die only once : and from thence we conclude, that 
we mull die in a proper date, becauie thjere is no lon- 
ger a poflibility of returning, to repair, by a fcac^d death 
the evil oi the iirft : In like manner, we only once exift, 
Aich and fuch moments : We cannot return upon our fteps, 
and, by commencing a new road, repair the errors and 
faults olt our firft path : In like manner, every moment of 
our life which we facrifice, becomes a point fixed for ouf 
eternity ; that moment loft, (hall change no more : It (hall 
^ernally be the fame ; it will be recalled to us, fnch as we 
liad pafTed it, and will he marked with that ineffaceable 
ftamp. How miferable, then is our blindnefs, my brethren ; 
we^ whofe life is only one continued attention to lofe the 
time which returns no more, and with fo rapid a courfe, 
flies to precipitate itfelf into the abyfs of eternity ! 

Great God ! Thou who art the fovereign difpeiifer of times 
and moments : Thou in whofe hands are our days and our 
years, with what eyes niuft thou behold us lofing and difli- 
pating the moments of which thou alone knoweft the dura- 
tion ; of which, in irrevocable charaQers, thou haft mark- 
ed the courfe and meafure ; moments, which thou draweft 
from the treafure of thine eternal mercies, to allow us time 
for penitence : Moments, which ever)' day, thy juftice pref- 
fes thee to abridge, as a punifhment for their abufe ; mo- 
ments, which, every day before our eyes, thou refufeft to 
fo many finners, lefs culpable than we, whom a terrible 
death Turprifes, and drags into the gulf of thine eternal 
^" vengeance ; 
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veng^nce : Moments,' in a word, which we (hall riot per-, 
haps long enjoy; and of which thou- toon intendell to ter- 
minate the melanbholy career! Great God, Behold the 
greateft, and the heft part of my life, already paft, and 
wholly loft : In all my diiys, there has not hitherto been a 
lingle ferious one : A fingle day for thee, for my falvation* 
and for eternity : My whole life is but a vapour, which 
leaves nothing real or folid in the hand of him who recals 
it. Shall ]|^. to the end, drag on my days in this melancholy 
inutility ;' in this wearinefs which purfues me, in the midJB: 
of my pleafures, and the efforts which unavailingly I fnake 
to avoid it ? Shall the laft hbui: furprife me, loaded with 
the void of my whole years ? Arid in all my courfe, (hall 
there be nothing ferious or important,' but the laft moment^ 
which will terminate«it feir ever, and decide my everlafiing 
deftiny ? Great Gx>d ! what a life, for a foul deftined to 
ferve Thee, called to the immortal fociety'of thy Son, and 
thy faints, enriched with thy gifts, and in confequence oF 
them, capable of works worthy of eternity ! \Vhat a life» 
is that life, which, in reality, is riothirig, hks nothing in 
view, and fills up a time: Which is d^cifive of its etenud 
deftiny, in doing .nothing, and reckoning as well pafled* 
thofe days and hours which imperceptibly flip away ! 

But if inutility be oppofite to the price of time, irregu-* 
larity and multiplicity of occupations are hot lefs fo, to the 
proper order of time, and to the Chriftian ufe we ought to 
make of it. You have juft feen the dangers of a flothful, 
and I will now lay down before you the inconveniencies of 
a hurried life. 

Part II. To every thing we have hitherto faid, my bre- 
thren, the majority of thofe who liften to me, have no 
doubt fecretly oppofed, that their life is any thing biit flotb- 
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iul and ufelers ; that karccly can tbey fitfiLcrt. fior die ia^ 
4ies, good offices, and cndidEi esgagemenisrof 4beir BaiiMU ; 
ihat they live ia-an eternal vioiflitude ol occupaliQiit and 
bii£ne£i, vhicfa al^bs their nrhole Ufe ; aM t^al tfacjr 
think themfelves b^ffy^wbtn thtjr can acc0XQpiifi4.iw»f 
^Dsent for themfelves* anfl ttjoy at kifurc» the fiti»atiai 
(khich their ibrtuBr jdeniia to them. 

Now this, my bretbrcn, ia a niBW way of ab^fiag limet 
Aill more dangerous than even imitiliiy and indolence. Ifi 
<fre& the Chriftian ufe of tiiar, is not m/nrely ihc fiUiog 
up of: all its tnomems ; it is that qI filling them up in order, 
knd ajccording to the will of the Loni, .who gives them to 
ps : The life of £utbt ia a Ii£e of regubrky and wifdom t 
jFancy, paffion, pride, and cupidKty, are &Ue principiea 
of eondud, fincc they therafelvet are only a derangeneht 
cf the mind and heart ; and dipt oEder-and ceaiioo ought to 
he our only guides* 

Nevertfaelefs the life of the majority of men, is a life 
'always occupied, and always iffelefs ; always laborious, and 
.always void: Their paffions give birth to all their motions : 
Thefe are the great fprings >vhich agitate men ; m^ them 
run here and there like madmen ; and leave them not a fm- 
-gie moment's tranquillity ; and in filling up all their mo- 
ments, they feek not to fulfil their duties, but to deliver 
themfeives up to their reftleifiiefs, and to fatisl'y their ini- 
quitous defiret. 

Biit in what doth this order confift, which ought to re- 
gulate the meafure of our occupations, and to fanflify the 
«fe of our time ? It confifts, in tlie firft place, in limiting 
ourfelves to the occupations attached to our fiatioos : In 
"Hot ieeking placea and fuuatiMiwbicb m^y mukipiy chem s 

•and 
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mdi ih 7»t reckoning smoBg onr duties, the cafes anck 
tflihamcAnenli, f#hirii amctdty, or oar pafltons, alone ge^ 
neiate within i»i Secondly; Hour^ver agitatecl may he 
#ar HiuaLtimi, aknidft aft our occupations, to regard as the 
moft effoadalv and Ak ukA privileged, cfaofe ve owe to 
curfd^tatioiu 

i firjr; in the fiift pittrr/ notto reckon anioii^ the occu- 
yitioqii. wfaicfa baiQify the wfe of out time, tbofe which 
ygftleftitfi, or the paffions aione ^eiiieratie. 

RefiikfiBerft : ISos, imy bretbiekr, w« all wrfli to avoid 
OBrfelves : Tv thegeneiaHtf of xbch^ siothrng fs more me* 
hncboly and difagreeabley Dhan tv find themielTes alone^ 
and obhgad so feview their ;own HeaArts; As Tain paOkmB 
t?at^r » away^asinnniy driiniinit attachments ftcm .us i 
and;«f ihany thoafinsds iHidt defires occupy every moment 
eS oar head ; tv^shtcoHmg intoonrrfelves^ we find only an 
amfwer of death, n^ifi^ghtfu4 void, crnel lemodes, dark 
thoughts, -and nalelaiichoty Dcflofiions. We fearch, there^ 
forcf in thi vsiriciy of ooGupationv,' atnd oominind ditteac* 
eims, m oUifibif pfouriefv«es: We dread ieirure arths 
figipiofi weaamdrr; an<£weexf«9£ltofindinUie confnfion 
anA lni4tiptieity of 4pxtem«i cares, that hajypy intoxicaudirt, 
wfa«db«iiiablss;iM ragoowwithoat'perecvvingit, andinafaci^ 
us no longer to feel the weight of ourfeives* 

fiiA ahis-f weJeocivli'OiidMwr} Wi^mtitfrs is de^ct 
IvufidhiH in irMgisbfify, affcd M a life of -eoiifu#oh„ vnhtth 
every thiiig is out of its {rfaoe> It is in liviii^ by ha^ix)^ 
ffait we ari a burden to' durfelvos : ahat ve toMiniiMy 
fiearcb aflrar new ecci^ions, and ^t d>i%(ift foon obitge^ 
OS to refient that wceve^ foitght fof* them ; tbae we incef^ 
jbntly chaAgtftMMT fitnation, iaUifdifeir toiByfrMk ott^felves^; 

and 
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and that wherever we go, we carry ourfel ves : In a word, that 
our whole life is but a diverfified art, to fliun weariaefs, 
and a miferable talent to fin4 it* Wherever order is not, 
wearinefs muft neceilkrily be found : and far from a life of 
irregularity and confufion being a. remedy, on the contrary, 
it is the mod fruitful fource, and univerfal caufe of it. 

The jVift fouls who live in regularity ; they who yield no- 
thing to caprice and temper ; whofe every occupatioa«isex- 
z&\y where it ought to be ; whofe moments are fiUad up, ac 
' cording to their defiination, and to the will of the Lord who 
direfis them, find in order, a pcrleEt remedy againft, and 
prote£lion from wearinefs. That wife uniformity in the prac-> 
lice of duties, which appear fo gloomy in the eyes of the 
world, is the fource of their joy, and of that happy equality 
of temper, which nothing can derange : Never embarrafTed 
with the prefent time, which flated duties occupy : Never in 
pain with regard to the future, for which new ; duties are ar^ 
ranged : Never deliverc^d up to themfelves, by the change of 
occupations, which fucceed each other : Their days appear 
as moments, becaufe every moment is in its place : Time 
hangs not upon them, becaufe it always has its diflinfiion 
and ufe : and in the arrangement of .an iitnitorm an occupied 
Jife, they find that peace, and that joy, which the reft of men 
in vain fearch for in the confufion of a continual agitation. 

Reftleflhefs, by multiplying our occupations, leaves us, 
therefore, a prey to' wearinefs and difguA ; nor yet does it 
fanflify the ufe of our time : For. if the moments, not re- 
gulated by the order of God, are moments . loft, however 
occupied they may otherwife be ;. if the life of man ought 
to be a life of wifdom and regularity, where every occupa- 
tion has its allotted place ; what can be more oppofite to 
fuch a life than this inconfiftency, thefe eternal flu£luations 

in 
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in which reftlelTnefs makes us pafe our time ? But the paf* 
fions which keep us in perpetuair motion^ do not fonn for 
us more legitimate employments* 

' Yes, my brethren, I know that it is only ina certain age of 
life, that we appear occupied with frivolity and pleafures ; 
moreferious cares, and morerfolid avocations fucc^ed to 
the indolence, and to the vain an^ufemehts of our younger 
ycvj^i and after wafting our youth in floth and in pleafures, 
we appropriate our matntity, to our .country, to fortune, 
and to ourfelves ; but (till with refpeQ to heaven we con« 
tinue the fame. I confefs that we owe our fervices to our 
country, to our Sovereign, and to the national cares ; that 
amongft the number of duties prefcribed to us by Migion, 
it. placeii tint of zeal for:our Sovereign* and for the inter 
reft and glory of our country ; and that religion.alone can 
form liaithful fubjefis, and citizens evjer ready to facrifice 
their all for the general good. But religion wifhes not that 
pride and ambition: fbould rafhly plunge us in public af* 
lairs ; and that we (hould anxioufly-endeavpur by aH pofli<» 
bie means, by intrigue and, folicitatiotis,: to attain prlaces; 
where, owing. evety thing to 'Others, not a:mora^t: is left 
ior ourfdves : Religion'wiflies us to- dread jtheft.^umultu* 
ous fitnations ; to give ourfelves up to. them with regtet.and 
trembling, when the order of God, and' the authority of 
.our mailers, callus to them ; and where the choice left to 
us, always to prefer the fafety and.Ieifure of a private flation^ 
to the dangers and eclat ot dignities and places. > Alas ! 
We have a fliort time to exift upon the eairth^ and tbefalvai. 
tion, or eternal condemnation which awaits us, is fo near« 
that ever)- other care ought to be melancholy and burden^ 
fome to us ; and every thing which diverts our attention 
from that grand obje£l, for which we are allo^^^ only a 
fmall portion ef days, ought jto appear as the heavicft mis- 
fortune. 
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In the multiplicity of our occupations, we are fureto facri- 
fice thofe which'we ought to bellow on eternity. Yes, zny 
brethren, in place of' retrenching from ' our amufements ; 
from the ceremonies which idlenefs alone has eftabliih- 
ed ; 'from the duties which ambition - multiplies ; from 
the cares and ! attentions which we beftow on a vain 
drefs, which cuflom and effeminacy have rendered endlefs : 
In place of retrenching from thefe, at lead fome little time 
every day, fcarcely do they leave us fome accidental re- 
mains, which by chance have efcaped from the world and 
pleafure: Some rapid moments, the world wiihcs not; 
with which we are perhaps embarraffed ; and which we 
know. not how to dilpofe of otherwife. So long as the 
world chufes to engage us ; fo long as it continues to offer 
pleafureSfdutiei, trifles, and complaifances, we yielfl our- 
felves up to it with delight. When all is over, and we no 
longer know how to fill up our vacant hoqrs, we then con- 
fecrate to fome languid pra£lices of religion, thofe outcaft 
moments, which wearinefs, or a deficiency of pleafures, 
leaves us : Properly fpeakipg, they are moments of recre- 
ation, which we beftow upon ourfelves rather than upon 
God : An interval, we place between the world and us, in 
order to return to it with more relifh ; and breathe a little 
from the fatigue, the difgufi, and the fatiety, which are the 
neceflary confequences of a life devoted to the world and 
pleafures, which, prolonged beyond a certain jneafure, are 
immediately followed by wearinefs and laflitude. 

Such is the ufe, which even perfons, who deck them- 
felves out with a reputation for virtue, make of their time. 
Their whole life is one continue dand criminal preference, 
given to the world, fortune, ceremony, and pleafures, 
above the bufinefs of their falvation : All is filled up by 
what they give to their maflers, friends, places, and appe- 
tites. 
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tites, and nothing remains for God and for eternity. It 
would appear, that time is given to us, in the firft place, 
for the world* ambition, and earthly c^res ; and fliould any 
portion of it happen afterwards to remain, that wc are en- 
titled to praife, when we bellow it on our falvation. 

Great God ! For what purpofe doll tliou leave us on the 
earth, but to. render ourfelves worthy of thine eternal pof- 
feflion ? Every thing we do for the world, (hall perifli with 
it ; whatfoever we do for thee, (hall be immortal. All our 
cares and attentions. her4, iare in general for mailers, un- 
grateful, unjufi, difficult. to pleafe, weak, and incapable 
of rendering us happy : The duties we render to thee, arc 
given to a Lord and Mailer, faithful, jull, compaffionate, 
almighty, and who .alone can recompenfe thofe who ferve 
him : The cares of the carUi however brilliant, are foreign 
IQ us ; they are unworthy of us i it is not for them we are 
created ; we ought only to devote ourfelves to them as they 
pafs, in order to fatisfy the tranfltory tics they exa£l from 
us, and which cobne6l us with mankind : The cares of 
eternity alone are worthy of the nobility of our hopes, 
and fill all the grandeur and dignity of our deftiny. With- 
out the cares of falvation, thofe of this earth are profane 
and fuHied ; they are no longer but vain, fruitlefs, and al- 
moft always criminal agitations : The cares of falvation 
s^Ione confeerate and fan£lify them; give to them reality, 
elevation, the price and the merit which they wanted. All 
other cares wound, trouble, harden, and render us mifera*. 
ble ; but the duties we render to thee, leavers a real and 
heartfelt joy : They ftrengthen, cakn, and copfole us ; and. 
even foften the anguifh and bittemefs qf the; others. In a 
word, we qwe ourfelves to thee, O my God 1 before maf- 
ters, inferiors, friends, or conne£lions^ Thou alone halt 
the firll right over our hearts and reafon, which are the 

Vol. I. C c gifts 
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gifts' of thy liberal hand; it is for ther, therefore, that in 
the iirft place we ought to make ufe of them ; and we are 
Chrifiians, before we are princes, fubje£b» public charac** 
terSy or any thing elfe on the eanh* 

' You will perhaps tell us, my brethren, that in fulfilling 
the painful and endlefs duties atuched to your fiation, you 
believe that you ferve God, aecomplifli your meafure of 
righteoufnefs, and labour toward your falvation. I%rant 
it : But we muft fulfil thefe duties,* according to the views 
of the Lord, from motives of faitbyand in the true fpirit 
of religion and piety. God reckons only what we do for 
him : Of all our pains, fatiguesy iubmiffionsand facrifices^ 
he accepts only thofe which are offered to his glory; and 
not to our own ; and our days^ are only full in his fight, 
when they are full for eternity. All a£lions, which have 
nothing for thcfir objeft but the world-; a faiiier limited m 
this earth ; a perifliable fortune; fome praifes they may at-^ 
tra£l to us from men ; or fome degree of grandeur and^e- 
putation, to which they may raife us here below, are nothing 
in his prefence ; or, at leaft, are only puerile amufeinients^ 
unworthy of the majefty of his regards* 

Thus, ray brethren, how different are the judgments of 
God from thofe of the world ! In the world we call beau- 
tiful that fplendid life, in which great anions are numbered, 
vi3orics gained, difficult negociations concluded, under- 
takings fuccefsfully conduced, illuftrious employments 
fupported with reputation, eminent dignities acquired by 
important ferviees, and exercifed with glory ; a life which 
pafles into hiftory, fills the public monuments, and of 
which the remembrance (hall be prefcrved to the lateft pof- 
terity : Such, according to the world, is a beautiful Ufe. 
But if| in all this, they have fought more their own, than 

the 
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VU gloiyof God ; zf dky have had nothing iliore in view 
than to trcQ. to themfei vm a perifliable edifice of grandeur 
xin tbe earth, in ir^ {hall. they have birniflied a fplendid 
jcareer to. the eyes of men ; in the fight of God, it is a life 
Joft : In vain (hall hifiory record us ; we (hall be effaced 
iromthe book of life^ and from the etcnial hillories; in 
vain ihali our aflkms be the admiration of ages to come ; 
they fhall not be -written on the immortal columns of •the 
Heavttly Temple. In vain (hall we have a3ed a dignifi^ 
ed part upon the fiage of all earthly ages ; in the eterpal 
ages we (hall be as thofe who never were : In vain (ball our 
titles and dignities be prelerved upon the marble and brafs ; 
as thjB fingers of men have written them, they fhail perifli 
Avith than ; and what the finger of God ihall have written, 
will alone endure as long as himfelf. In vain (hall our life 
-be propoled as a model to the ambition of our defcendants ; 
iu reality exifting only in the paflions of men» from the 
moment they fhall ceafe to have pafTions, and the obje£h 
which inflame them fhall be annihilated, this life (hall be 
nothing, and ihall be replunged into -non-entity, with the 
world which admired it* 

For candidly, my brethren, can you really wi(h, that in 
that awhil and terrible day, when righteonfnefs itfelf (ball be 
judged, the Almighty (hould give you credit for all the 
pains, cares, and difgufb you have experienced and de- 
voured, in order to raife yoarfelves in the world ? That he 
(hoald regard, • as well employed, the time you have 
facrificed to the world, fortune, glory, and the elevation 
of your name and race, as if you were upon the earth only 
for yourfelve& ? That he (hould place among the number of 
your works of falvation, thofe which have only had for prin- 
ciple ambition, pride, envy, and felf-intereft ; and that he 
(hould reckon yoar vices amongft your virtues* 

• And 
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And what will you be able to fay to hiin, on [the bed of 
death, when he Ihall enter into judgment with you» and 
demand an account of the time, which he had- only granted 
you, to be employed in glorifying and ferving him? Will 
you fay to him : Lord, I have gained. many viSories; I 
have ufefuUy andglorioufly ferved my prince and country; 
I have eftablilhed to myfelf a greaf name amongft men ? 
alas ! you have never been able to gain a vi£lory over your- 
felf : You have ufefully ferved the kings of the earth, and 
you have negleSed, with contempt, the fervice of the King 
of kings. You hav^ eftabliflied to yourfelf a great name 
amongft men ; and your name is unknown amongft the cho- 
fen of God : Time loft for eternity. Will you fay to him : 
I have conduced the raoft difficult negociations, I have 
concluded the moft important treaties ; I have managed the 
interefts and fortunes of princes ; I have been in the fe- 
crets, and in the councils of Kings 7 Alas ! you have con- 
cluded treaties and alliances with men, and you have a 
thoufand times violated the holy covenant you have entered 
into with God: Yoii have managed the interefts oi prin- 
ces, and you have never known how to manage the inte- 
refts of your falvation : You have entered into the fecrets of 
kings, and you have ever been ignorant of the fecrets of 
the kingdom of heaven : Time loft for eternity. Will you 
fay to him : My whole life has been only an inceflant toil, 
and a painful and continued occupation ? alas ! you have 
always toiled, and you have never been able to do any thing 
to fave your foul : Time loft for eternity. " Will you fay 
to him : I have eftabliflied my children in the world : I 
ha^e exalted my relations ; I have been ufeful to my friends ; 
I have augmented the patrimony of my anceftors ? alas I 
you have bequeathed great eftablifliments to your children, 
and you have not left them the fear of the Lord, by bring- 
ing them upt and eftabliftiing them in faith and in piety : 
• Yon 
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You have augbented the patrimony of yduraiicellors, and 
you have diffipated the giEu of grace, and the patrimony of 
Jefu$ Cbrift : Time loft £pr eternity. Will you fay to him : 
I have made, the mod profound iftudies ; T have enriched 
the puUic with ufeful and curious works ; I haVe perfe3ed 
the.fciences by new difqoveries; I improved my great ta- 
lents, and rendered them! i)feful to mankind? a)as ! The 
great talent confided to you, was that of faith and grace, 
otjirhich you have made no ufe : You have rendered your* 
felf learned in the fciences o^ men, and you haVe always 
been ignorant in the fcience of the Holy : Time loft for 
eternity. In a word, will you tell him : I have paJTed my 
life in fulfilling the duties, and good oflBces of my ftation : I 
have gained friends ; I have rendered myfelf ufeful and 
agreeable to my mafiers ? alas ! You have had friends to boaft 
of on the earth, and you have acquired none to your felf 
in heaven : You have made every exertion to pleafe men, 
and you have done nothing to pleafe the Almighty : Time 
loft for eternity. 

A 
No, my brethren, what a frightful void, the greateft part 

ot men, who had governed ftates and empires, who appeared 
to regulate the whole univerfe, and had filled in it the moft 
diftinguifhed places ; who were the fubjefis of every conver- 
fation,andof thedefires and hopes of men; whoengrofledal- 
moft alone, the whole attentions of the earth ; what a fright- 
ful void, will they, on the bed of death, find their whole 
life to be ? Whilft the days of the pious and rilired foul, 
regarded by them as obfcure and indolent, fhall appear 
full, complete, occupied, marked each by fomp viftory 
of faith, and worthy of being celebrated by the eternal fongs. 

Meditate, my brethren, on thefe holy truths : Time is 
fliort ; it is irreparable : It is the price of your eternal feli- 
city : 



cky : It is girtn to you, oofy in order to render yoa yforiby 
of that felicity: CalcolEite» therefore, what portion of k 
jrou ibould heftow on the worlds, pleafures, fortune, and 
OB your fahration. My brethren, iays the Apoftie, time 
it fhort : Let us therefore ufe the world, as not abufing it ; 
Jet ns poflefs our riches, places, dignities and titles, as 
shottgh we poiTefled them not ; let us enjoy the favour of 
our fuperiors, and the efteem of men, as though we en- 
joyed them not ; they are only fhadows, which vanifli, «nd 
leave us for ever^ and let us only reckon upon as real in 
our whole life, the moments which we have employed for 
heaven. 
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Matt. xxv. 46. 

And ibe/e:JbaU go awBy inio evirlt^ing fmrnflimeni: but 
• the righuous int0 iife ciernal. 

15ehoLi^ to what at lad {hall be brought the deCres; hopeti, 
connfeis, and enterprifes of men : Behold, upon what a( 
bft (hall Tplit, the vain refle£tion6 of fages and freethink^ 
ers ;. the doubts and eternal uncertainties oi unbelievers ; 
the vaft proje6ls of conquerors ; the monuments^ of humaa 
glory ; the cares of ambition ; tb^difiin£lion of talents ; 
the difquiebides' of fortune ; the profperity of empires, 
and all the infignificant revolutions of the earth. Such 
(hail be the awful conclufion, which will unravel ther myf-^ 
teries of Providence, .on the diverfe lots of the children oE 
Adam, and jufiify its condufl in the government of the 
univerfe. This life is, therefore, but a rapid inftaat, and 
tbe commencement of an eternal futurity. Torments,* 
without end, or the delights of an immcMtal felicity, (hall' 
be our l6t^ a» well as that of all men. 

Neverthelers, the view of this grand objeCl, which for- 
merly had been able to (brtle the ferocity of tyrants ; to (hake 
the fortitude of philo{bphers ; to difturb the'.eftemtnacy 
and voluptuoufnefs.of Czfars; to foften the-mofi barbar* 

oiis 
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ous nations ; to form fo many martyrs ; to people the deferCs, 
and to bring the whole univerfe fubmiflive to the yoke of 
the crofs : This image, fo terrifying, is now almoft deftined 
to alarm the timidity of, meiiely .the common people : Thefe 
grand objc3s are become like vulgar paintings, which we 
dare no longer expofe to the faHe delicacy of thegreat, and 
connoifleurs of the world ; and the only fruit we gene- 
rally reap from this fort of .difcourfes, is to make it be in- 
quired, perhaps, after quitting them, whether every thing 
Ihall take place, as we have faid. 

'For, my brethren, we live in times in which the. fiiith of 
many has been wrecked;, in which a wretched philofophy, 
like a mortal venom, fpreads in fccret, and undertakes to 
ju&ify abominations and vices, agaihft the belief .ofifuttire 
punifhment and rewardjs. This evil has paOed from. the 
palaces of the great, even to the .people, and every where 
th^ pi^y of the juft is infulted by the difcourfes of iprteli- 
gionr^nd i;he maxims of freethinking. 

,•• ■ • . . ^ 

And ceruinly, I am not furprifed that diflblute men 
fhould doubt of a future flate, and endeavour to' combat, 
or to weaken a truth, fo capable of difiurbing their crimi- 
nal, fen fUali ties. It is horrible to look forward to everlaft- 
ing mifery. The world has no pleafure, which can endure 
a thought fo (hocking; confequently, it has always en- 
deavoured to efface it from the heart and mind ot man. It 
well knows, that the belief of a future flate, is a trouble- 
fome check on the human paflions, and that it will never 
fuccecd in making tranquil and refolute libertines, without 
having firft made unbelievers. 

Let us deprive, then, the corruption of the human heart 
of fo wretched and weak a fupport : Let us prove to diflb- 
lute 
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lute fouls, that they fliall furvive their debaucheries ; that 
all dies oot with the body ; that this life (hall firiifh their 
crimes, but not their mifery ; and more completely to 
confound impiety, let us attack it in the vain pretcxu on 
.which it depends. 

* \flh^ ^^^ knowi, fay the impious, that all dies not 
with us ? Is that other life, of which we are told, quite 
certain ? Who has ever returned, to inform us of it ? 

2^, Is it worthy. of the majefiy of God, fay they again, 
to demean himfelf, by any attention to what paflcs among 
men ? What matters it to hini, tliat worths of the earth, 
like us, murder, deceive, and tear each other, live in luxury 
or intemperance ? Is it not prefumptuous in man, to fup« 
pofe, that an Almighty God is occupied with him ? 

Laflly^ What likelihood, add they, that God, having 
roade^man fuchjas he is, will punifh as crimes, inherent 
inclinations to pleafure, which nature has given us. Be- 
hold the philofophy of the voluptuary : The uncertainty 
of a future ftate: The majefiy of God, which a vile crea- 
ture cannot offend ; and the weaknefs of man, which, be* 
ing born with him, he would be unjuft, of it, to confiitute 
a crime. 

Let us then prove, in the firft place, againft the uncer-' 
tainty of the impious, that the truth of a future Rate is juf^ 
tified by the pureft lights of reafon : Secondly, againft the 
unworthy idea, grounded upon the great nefs of God, that 
this truth is juflified by his wifdoni and glory: Laflly; 
againft the pretext, drawn from the weaknefs of man, that 
it isjuftified, even by thetcflimony of his own confcience. 
The certainty of a future Hate : The neccllity of a future 

Vol.1. Dd ftate: 
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ftate : The inward scknowkdgmeAt of a future ftate : 
Behold the fubjeS^ and arrangement of my difcoiirfe# 

O Ood \ Attend not to the inruks, which the bMphe« 
mies of impiety offer to thy glory ; regard only, and fee, 
of what reafon is capable, when thy light is withdrawn. 
In the wickednefs of the human mind, behold, all the fe* 
verity of thy juftice, when it abandons it, that the more I 
expofe the fooHfti blafphemies of the impiovi foul, the 
more may he become in thy fight, an obje£l %rorthy of 
thypity^ and of the treafnres of thine infinite mercy^ 

Part I. It forely is melantfaoly to have to juftify before 
believers, th^ moft confolatory truth of Edth : to come, to 
prove to fwrn, to whom Jefus Chrift has been declared, 
that their being is not a wild affemblagr, and the wretched 
offspring of chance : that a wife and an Almighty artificer, 
has pfefided at our formation and birth ; that a fpark of 
immortality animates our clay ; that a portion of us fliall 
furvive ourfelves ; and that, on quitting this earthly man» 
Son, our fool fliall return to the bofom of God, from 
whence it came, and go to inhabit the eternal region of 
the living, where to each one (ball be rendered according 
to bis works. 

It was with this truth that Paul began to announce faith, 
before the Athenian judges. We are the immortal race of 
God, faid he to that affembly of fages, and he has appoint^ 
ed a day to judge the univerfe. By that, the Apoillei 
fpread the firft principles of the dofirine of falvation, 
through infidel and corrupted nations. But we, who 
cofne after the revolution of ages, when the plenitude of 
nations has entered into the Churchy when the whole unt« 
verfe has prolified lo believe^ When all the myileries hdvt 

beea 
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k0tn^\$9Hd Up, iJ) th^ p¥]f>hccie$ accompUflied, Jffvt 
Gbrift fterifiedt tji^ fiicb of faeavea l«id op^ ; we wbo 9p« 
pear 10 ihefe Jptter timei« when ihe dny of the Lord if 1^ 
fluicb nfi^Mf ihm nA^m owr btkcfi {relieved ; AJas 1 wbat 
cifbr «ur vmiftiy 10 4>e« uniefs 10 difpofe believcri foir 
$k9t gani hofe* and to teftnuS ibem to hold tbeoiftlvei in 
nsadisefs to appear befboe Jefus Chrift> who will quickly 
come I Eur from having fiiU to comhdi thefe fliockiog an4 
foolilh maxims, which the firft preaching of the gofpel had 
effaced from the univerff « 

Tht pitAended ii«cftitaMit|r of a Aiture ftate, is» tbeoj ific 
grand foundation of the fecuritjr '(tf unbeliever^. W4 
know nothing, fay itey, of that other world, of whick 
you tell u$ To fBU^ch. None of $bfi dead have ever retwror 
ed to inCorm us ; perhaps, thoir if nothing beyopd the grave : 
ijst us enjoy, therefore, the pfiefen^, aod leave to chance ft 
futurity, vHbich either exifts not, or is ipeantio be conceal* 
cd from oujr juiowledge. 

Now, I fay, that ehis uncertainty k fufpiciraf 19 'th^ 
principle which produces it, bxAUk in the proofs 9n which 
it depends* and frightful in JU lOpofef ueiMCies. Eefufc 9^ 
iMt here your atttentioa. 

Sufpictous 10 ihtfrincipk which produces it. For, hoy 
has ihc uncertainty of a future ftate been formed in the 
ffnind of the unbdiev«er 7 li jequires only to trace the ori- 
gin of an opinion, to know whether the i^tereAt of truth, 
or the paflions, have eftablilhed it on earth* 

Atkaibivtht theji|ipioiipaDa9l>oiPrtbcpiiiicipIe^ 
tural jrdigjkNBj ^ comsMNa ^ aU m^ : lie found written in 
bii hiOffU a lawp which feitede violence, nyufticr, uca- 

chery». 
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chery, and every a3ion to another, which he would not 
bave done to himfelf : Education fortified thel*e fentimenta 
of nature : He was taught to know a God ; to love and to 
fear him : Virtue was (hewn to him in the rules ; it was 
tendered amiable to him in the examples ; and though, 
within himfelf, he felt inclinations, in oppoGtion to'dtity; 
yet, when he yielded to their feduQions, his heart fccrirtiy 
cfppufed the caufe of virtue againfthis own weaknefs. 

Thus did the impious man, at firft, live on the earth : 
With the reft of mankind, he adored a Supreme Being ; 
refpefied his laws ; dreaded his chaftifements ; and expeCl- 
cdhis promifes. Whence comes it, then, that he no longer 
acknowledges a God ; thit crimes appear to him as human 
policies: hell, a vulgar prejudice; a future ftate, a chime- 
ra ; and the foul, a fpark, which is extinguifhed with the 
body ? By what ex^tion has he attained to the knowledge 
of things fo new^ and fo furprifing ? By what means has 
he fucceeded, to rid himfelf of thefe ancient prejudices, io 
rooted among men, fo confident with the feelings of his 
heart, and the lights of reafon ? Has he fearched into, and 
maturely examined them ? Has he adopted every folid pre- 
'<aution, which an affair the mod important of life, requires ? 
Has he withdrawn himfelf from the commerce of men, 
in folitude, to allow leifure for refleflion and ftudy P Has 
he purified his heart, left the paffions may have milled 
him ? What anxious attentions, and folicitude, to invefti- 
gate the truth, are required, to reje6l the firft feelings which 
the foul has imbibed ! 

Liften, my brethren, and adore the juftice of God, on 
thefe corrupted hearts, whom he delivers up to the vanity 
of their own judgment. In proportion as his manners be- 
came diffolute^ the rules have appeared fufpicious ; in 

proportion 
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proportion as he became debafed, he has . endeavoured to 
perfuade himfelf, that man is like the beaft* He is become 
impious, only by (hutting up every avenue which might 
lead him to the truth ; by no longer regarding religion as 
an important concern ; by fearching into it» only for the 
purpofe of diflionouring it, by biafphemies and facrilegiout 
witticifms ; he is become impious, only by feekingto fteel 
himfelf againftthe cries of his own confcience, and deliver- 
ing himfelt up to the moft infamous gratifications. It is 
by that path, that he has attained to the wonderful and Tub- 
lime fcience of unbelief : It is to thefe grand efforts, that 
he owes the difcovery- of a truth, of which the reft of 
men before him, had either been ignorant, or deteiled. 

Behold the fource of unbelief ; the corruption of the 
heart. Yes, my brethren, find me, if you can, men wife 
temperate, pure, regular, and lovers of truth, who believe 
not a God, who look forward to no future ftate, who look 
upon adulteries, abominations, and incelb, as the inclina- 
tions and innocent pafiimes of nature. If the world has 
feen impious charaflers, who bore the femblance of wif. 
dom and temperance, it was either that they better conceal- 
ed their irregularities, in order to give more credit to thieir 
impiety, or the fatiety of pleafures,; which had brought 
them to that feigned temperance : Debauchery had been 
the original fource of their irreligion ; their hearts were 
corrupted, before their faith was wrecked ; they had an 
intereft to believe that all dies with the body, before they 
fucceeded in perfuading themfelves of it ; and a long indul- 
gence of. luxury, had fqljy difgufted them with guilt, but 
had not rendered virtue more amiable to them. 

What confolation for us, who believe, that we mud firft 
renounce probity, modelly, manners, and all the feelings 

of 
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•( b«nanitj% kebm we cm cenoooce faitb* anA io (>« Mr 
longer ChriBiaii, suift firtt ceafe to be man I 

Beboid then, the uocertaiiHy cf ihe impioust dreaity 
MpiciocMl in its principle ; but fecoftdjjr, it k £eoUlb ift 
the proo6 on wbicfa ic depencb. 

For furely» verjr decifive and ooovincisg prooft muft b(9 
reqiiired to make ut efpoufcihe caufe oi unbelief, wd t0 
reader ns tranquil, on what we are tokt of an eternal ftatd 
to come. It is not natural, that man would hazard an Uir 
tcreft fo ferious as that of eternity, on light and frivoJous 
proofs, flifl iefs fo, that he would Abcreon abandon the gf ^ 
neral opinion, the belief of his fathers, the religion of all 
ages, 4he JagreenKst of all nations* and the prejudices of 
his education, had he not, as it were, been forced to it; 
by the evidtace of the truths Utflefii abfolutely convia«> 
ced that all dies with the body, sK)tbii)tg can bear a compar 
rifon with the madneft and foUy of the unbdiever. Now« 
is be completely convinced ? What are the grand reafons 
which have determined him to adopt this Vile caufe ? We 
luaaom not, iays he, what happens in that other world ol 
which you tell us; the good die equally ^ the wicked i 
ananas the beaft ; and xio one returns, to fay which was in 
aiie:trror« Prefs him a tittle iud&er, and you wiQ be Ihocjb- 
cd 4o tfiae the Vreakneb of unbelief; vague difcourfes, 
tec3uKyed fufpicions, everlaftiog uncectaiiuies^ and chi* 
»erical -fiippofitions, on which nobody in their fenfes, 
would wifli to rifk the ha^pinefs, or difquiet of a fingle day, 
amd upon which dbe, however^ hazards an eteintfy. 

Behold the infurmountable proofs which the freethinker 
cppofes to the belief of the univenfe ; behold that evidence, 
^which, in his imn<}, preyails over all that i^ tboSL clear, 

and 
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and indft eftabliflied on the caith. We know nothing of 
whaC pafles in that other world of which you tell ui* 
O man ! open here thine eyei. A Angle doubt is fufficient 
to render thee impioua^ and all the proofs of religion are 
too weak to make the^ a believer. Thy mind hefitales tQ 
Wlieve in a future fiate, and, in the mean time^ thou Kveil 
as though there were none. The only foundation thou 
hafi, for thine opinion, is thine uncertainty, and thou rc« 
proacheft to us^ that faith is a vulgar credulity ! 

But I aiky on which fide here is credulity 7 Is it on thai 
«f the freethinker, or the believer ? The latter believes in 
a future ftate^ on the authority of the divine writings, that 
is to fay, the book, without contradi3ion, which moft 
deferves belief ; on the depofitionot hoIymen,thatistofay, 
Jufi, pure, and miraculous chara3ers, who have (bed their 
blood to render glory to the truth, and to that dofirine, of 
which the converGon of the univerfe has rendered a tefti« 
mony, that to the end of ages, fhall rife op againil the im* 
pious ; on the accompliOmient of the prophecies, that is 
(o fay, the only chara£ler of truth, which the impoilor cao« 
not imitate ; on the tradition of all ages, that is to fay, ott 
fads, which, fince the creation of the world, have appear* 
ed cerutn, to all the greateft cfaaraBers, the moft acknow-* 
ledged juft men^ the wifeft and moft civilized nations, tbo 
univerfe could ever boaft of ; in a word, on proofs at leaS 
probable. The freethinker denies a futurity on a fimpla 
doubt, a mere fufpicion. Who knows it fays he; who 
has returned from it ? He has no argument, cither {crfid or 
decifive, to overturn the truth of % future fiate. For let 
him avow it, and then will we fubmit. He only^miftrufta 
that there be any thing after this life, and upon that he be« 
lieves that all di^s with him. 

Now 



•2&4 SERMON VIII. 

Now I demand, which here i$ the credulous ? Is it he, 
who, in fupport of his belief, has whatever is probable 
among men, and mod calculated to make impreflion on 
reafon ; or him who is refolved to deny a future ftate, on 
the weaknefs of a fimple doubt ? Neverthelefs, the free- 
thinker imagines that he exerts his reafon more than the 
believer ; he looks down upon us, as weak and credulous 
men ; and he confiders himfeli as a fuperior genius, exalt- 
ed above all ;yulgar prejudices, and whom reafon alone, 
and not the public opinion, determines. O God! How 
terrible art thou, when thou delivereft up a fmner to his 
own infatuation ; and how well thou knoweft to draw glory- 
to thyfelf, even from the efforts which thine enemies make 
to oppofe it. . 

But I go fiill further. When, even in the doubt, formed 
by the unbeliever, of a future ftate, the arguments (hould 
be equal, and the trifling uncertainties, which render him in^^ 
credulous, fhould balance the folid and evident truths which 
promife immortality to us ; I fay, that even in an equality 
of proofs, he at Icaft ought to wifh, that the opinion of 
faith, with regara to the nature of our foul, were true ; an 
opinion. which is fo honourable to man ; which tells him, 
that his origin is celeftial, and his hopes eternal ; he ought 
to wifh, that the dofirineof impiety were falfe ; a do£lrine 
fo melancholy, fo humiliating to man ; which confounds 
him with the bead ; which makes him live only for the 
body ; give him neither purpofe, defiination, nor hope ; 
and limits his lot to a fmall number of rapid, reillefs, and 
forrowful days, which he paffes on the earth : All things 
equal, a reafon born with any degree of elevation, would 
prefer being deceived by what is honourable to itfelf, rather 
than adopt a fide fo difgraceful to its being. What a foul; 
then, muft the unbeliever have received from nature, to 
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prefer, in To great an inequality of proofs, the belief, that 
he is created only for this earth, and favourable to regard 
himfelf as a vile aflemblage of dirt, and the companion oE 
the ox and bull ! What do I fay ? What a monfter in the 
univerfe muftbe the unbeliever, who niiftrufis the general 
belief, only becaufe it is too glorious for his nature ; and 
believes, that the vanity of men has alone introduced it on 
(he earth, and has perfuaded them that they are immortal. 

But no, my brethren ! Thefe men of flcfh and blood, 
with reafon, rejeft the honour which religion does to their 
nature, and perfuade therofelves, that their foul is merely 
of earth, and that all dies with the body. Senfual, diflb- 
lute, and effeminate men, who have no other check than a 
brutal inllinQ ; no other rule, than the vehemence of their ' 
deiires ; no other occupation, than to awaken, by new ar- 
tifices, the cupidity already fatiated ; men of that chara6lcr 
can have little difficulty to believe, that no principle of fpi. 
ritual life exiils within them ; that the body is their only be« 
ing ; and, as they imitate the manners of beafls, they are 
pardonable in attributing to tliemfelves the fame nature. 
But let them not judge of ail men by themfelves ; there are 
fiill on the earth, chafte, pure, and temperate fouls ; let 
them not afcribe to nature, thefhameful tendencies of their 
own mind; let them not degrade humanity in general, be- 
caufe they have unworthily dcbafed themfelves ; let them 
feek out among men, fuch as themfelves ; and finding that 
they are almoft fingle in the univerfe, they (hall then fee 
that they are rather nionfters, than the ordinary produflions 
of nature. 

Befides, not only is the freethinker foolifli, becaufe^ 
that even in a^ equality of proofs, his heart and glory 
flkouM decide trim in favour of faith, but likewife hii own 

Vol* I. £ e intcrcft : 




5226 SERMON VIII. 

iiitereft : For, as I have already faid. What does he rifk by 
believing ? What difagreeable confequence will follow his 
'^miftake? He will live with honour, probity, and inno- 
*^'cence ; he will be mild af&ble, jufi, fincere, religious, a 
generous friend, a faithful hufband, and an equitable maf- 
ter ; he will moderate his paffions, which would otherwife 
have occafioned all the misfortunes of his life ; he will abftain 
from pleafuresand excefles, which would have prepared for 
him a painiul and premature old age, or a deranged fortune ; 
he will enjoy the charaSer of a virtuous man, and the 
efteem of mankind : — Behold what he rifks. When all 
(hould even finifli with this life, that furely is ftill the way 
to pafs it with happinefs and tranquillity ; fuch is the only 
inconveniency I can find. If no eternal recompenfe fliall 
follow, what will he have loft by expefling it ? He has loft 
fome fenfual and momentary gratifications which would foon 
have either fatigued him by the difguft which always follows 
their enjoyment, or tyrannifed over him, by the new defires 
they light up : He has loft the wretched fatista£lion ot be- 
ing, for the inftant he appeared on the earth, cruel, un- 
natural, voluptuous, without faith, morals, or conftancy, 
perhaps defpifed anddifgraced in the midft of his own peo- 
ple. I can fee no other misfortune ; he finks back to his 
original n(9n-exiftencc, and his error has no other confe- 
quence. 

But if there is a future ftate ; (hould he deceive himfelf 
in reje£ling faiih, what does he not rifle ? The lofs of 
eternal riches ; the poffeflion of thy glory, O my God ! 
which would for ever have rendered him happy. But even 
that is only the commencement of his mifery ; he goes to 
experience punifliment without end or meafure, an eternity 
ot horror and wrath. Now, compare thefe two deftinies : 
What party here will the freethinker adopt ? Will he rifle 

the 
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the Ihort duration of his days, or a whole eternity ? Will 
be hold by the prefent, which muft finifh to-morrow, and 
in which he even cannot be happy ? Will he tremble at a 
futurity, which has no other limits than eternity, and can 
never finifli but with God himfelf ! Where is the prudent 
man, who, in an uncertainty even equal, durll here baU 
ance ? And what name fhall we give to the unbeliever, 
who, with nothing in his favour but frivolous doubts, while 
on the fide of truth, beholding the authority, example, 
prefcription, proof, and voice of all ages, the entire world, 
fingly adopts the wretched caufe of unbelief; dies tranquil, 
as though he were no longer to have exiftence ; leaves his 
eternal deftiny in the hands oi chance, and carelefsly pre- 
pares to encounter fo awful a fcene. O God I Is this a 
man conduced by cool reafon ; or, is it a madman, who 
looks forward to no refource but defpair ? The uncertainty 
of the freethinker is therefore foolifh, in the proofs on 
which he depends. 

But laflly, it is ftill more dreadful in its confequences. 
And here, my brethren, allow me to lay afide the deep 
reafonings of erudition and do£lrine ; I wifli to fpeak only 
to the confcience of the unbeliever, and to confine my-^ 
felf to the proofs which his own feelings acknowledge. 

Now, if all (hall finilh with us, if man have nothing to 
expefl after this life, and that here is our country, our ori- 
gin, and the only happinefs we can promife ourfelves, why 
are we not happy ? If only created for the pleafures of the 
fenfes, why are they unable to fatisfy us ; and why do they 
always leave a fund of wearinefs and forrow in the heart ? 
If man have nothing fuperior to the beaft, why, like it, do 
not his days flow on without care, uneafinefs, difguil, or 
forrow, in fenfual and carnal enjoyments ? If man have na 

othec 
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Other felicity to expefi, than merely a temporal faappiaefs, 
vhy is he unable to find it on the earth ? Whence comes it, 
that riches lerve only to render him uneafy ; that honours fa«> 
t^e him ; that pleafures exhauft him ; that the fciencet, far 
from fatisfying, confound and irrtute his curioflty ; that 
seputation conftrains and embarrailes him ; that all thefe* 
Vnitedy cannot fill the immenfity of his hearty and ftilt 
leave him fomethiog to wi(h for ? All other beings, con- 
tented with their lot; appear happy in their way, in the fitu- 
^on the Author of Nature has placed them ; the flars, 
tranquil in the firmament, quit not^their ftation to illuml* 
sate another world ; the eartb» regular in its movements, 
flioots not upwards to 9ccupy their place ; the animals crawl 
in the fields, without envying the lot of man, who inhab- 
its cities and fumptuous palaces ; the birds carol in the air, 
without troubling themfelves, whether there be happier 
creatures in the earth than themfelvea; all are happy as I 
may fay ; every thing in nature is in its place.: Man alone 
is uneafy and difcontented ; man alone is a prey to his de- 
lires, allows himfelf to be torn by fears, finds his punifh- 
ment in his hopes, and becomes gloomy and unhappy in 
the midft even of his pleafures : Man alone can meet with 
nothing here to fix his heart. 

Whence comes this, O man ? Muft it not be, that here 
thou art not in thy place ; that thou art made for heaven ; 
that thy heart is greater than the world ; tbat the earth is not 
thy country; and that whatever is not God, is nothing to 
thee ? Anfwer, if thou can, or rather queflion thy heart» 
and thou wilt believe. 

%dly^ If all die with the body, who has been able to per- 
fuadc all men, ol every age, and of every country, that their 
ibul was immortal ? From whence has this firange idea of 

immortality 
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jminorulky defcended to the human race ? How couM an 
opinion, fo diftant from th^ nature of man, were be bora 
only for the iunfiions of the fenfes, have pervaded the 
earth : For if man, like the beaft, be created only for the 
prefent, nothing ought to be more ineomprehenGble to him, 
than even the idea of immortality. Could machines of 
clay, whofe only objefl fliould be a fenfuai happinefs, have 
ever been able to form, or to find in themfelves, an opi- 
nion fo exalted, an idea fo iublime ? Neverthelefs, this opi- 
nion, fo extraordinary, is become that of all men ; this 
opinion, fo oppofite even to the fenfes, fince man, like 
the beaft, dies wholly, in our fight, is eftablilhed on the 
earth; this opinion, which ought not to have even found 
an inventor in the univerfe, has been received with an 
univerfal docility of belief, amongft all nations ; the moft 
iavage, as the moft cultivated; the moftpdifbed, as the moft 
brutal ; the moft incredulous, as the moft fubmiflive to 
fiaith*^ 

For, go back to the beginning of aget, examine all na- 
tions, read the hiftory of kingdoms and empires, liften to 
tfaofe who return from the moft diftant ifles ; the immortali- 
ty of the foul has always been, and flill is, the belief of 
every people on the face of the earth. The knowledge of 
one God may have been obliterated ; his glory, power, 
and immenfity, may have been effaced, as I may fay, from 
the hearts and minds of men ; obftinate and favage nations 
may ftill live without worfhip, religion, or God, in this 
world ; but they all looK forward to a future fbte ; nothing 
has ever been able to eradicate the opinion of the immortality 
of the foul ; they all figure to themfelves a region, which our 
fouls (hall inhabit after death ; and in forgetting God, they 
have never difcarded the idea of that provifion for them- 
felves. 

Now, 
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bhckeft villainies, pailimes of nature, and naket ivbtch 
the policy of kgiflators has invented. 

Behold, to what the Tu^lime pfailorophy of the free- 
thinker amounts; behold, that force of argument, that 
reafon, and that wifdom, tvhich they are continually vaunts 
ing to us. Agree to their maicims, and the entire uni- 
verfe finks back to a frightful chaos; all is over- 
turned on the earth ; all ideas of virtue and vice are reverf- 
ed, and the moft inviolable laws of fociety vdnifli ; the in- 
ftitution of morals perifhes ; the government of dates and 
empires is without direSion ; all harmony in the body^ 
politic, falls. The human fpecies is only an aflemblage of 
fools, barbarians, voluptuaries, madmen, and villains, who 
own no law but force ; no other check than their paffions, 
and the terror of authority ; no other bond than impiety 
and independence; and no other God than themfelve^. 
Behold the world of the freethinker ; and if this hideous 
plan of a republic pleafes you, confiitute, if you can, a 
fociety of thefe monftcrs. The only thing which remains 
for us to fay, is, that you are fuUy qualified to occupy a 
place in it. 

How worthy then, of mai>, to look forward to an eter- 
nal deftiny ; to regulate his manners by the law ; and to 
live, as having one day to render account of his adions be- 
fore Him, who (hall weigh us all in the balance ! 

The uncertainly of the believer is then furpicious in its 
principle, fooliCh in its proofs, and horrible in its confe- 
quenccs. But after having fliewn you, that nothing can be 
more repugnant to found reafon, than the doubt which he 
entertains of a future ftatc, tet us completely confound his 
pretexts, and prove, that nothing is more oppofite to the 
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idea o£ a wire God, and to t&e opinion of his own con* 
icience. 

Part IL It is no dbnbtaftonifliing, that die freethinketf 
Atould feekf even in the greatnefs of God« a ihelter to his 
crimes; and that, finding nothing within bimfelf lojuftify 
the horrors of his fouI» he can exped to find, in the awfut 
Majeftyof the Supreme Being, an indulgence, which he 
cannot find even in the corruption of his own heart. 

Indeed, fays the unbeliever, Is it worthy the greatnefs ot 
God, to pay attention to what pafles among men; to calcu- 
late their virtues or vices ; to ftudy even their thoughts^ 
and their trifling and endlefs defires ? Men, worms of 
the earth, who fink into nothing before the Majefl^y of his 
k)oks, are they worthy his attentive inrpefiion ? And is 
it not degrading a God, whom we are taught to believe fo 
great, to give to him an employment, by which even maa 
would be diihonoured ? 

But, beforel make you lenfibleof the whole abfurdityo( 
this blafphemy, I beg you will obferve, that it is the free** 
thinker himfelf who thus degrades the Majefty of God* 
and brings him to a level with man. For, has the Al* 
mighty occafion narrowly to obferve men, in order to 
know every thought and deed ? Are cares and attentions ne- 
ceiiary for Him, to fee what pafles on the earth ? Is it not 
in Him,- that we are, that we live, that we a£l ? And ctn 
we fliun his looks, or can he even avert them from our 
crimes? What folly, then, in the freethinker, to fuppofe, 
that it requires care and obfcrvation from the Divifrity, if 
he wifhes to remark what pafles on the earth ! His only em- 
ployment is to know and enjoy himfelf. 

Vol. I. Ff This 
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This reflefiion admitted : I anfwer, in the firft place. If 
it become the greatnefs of God to leave good and evil with- 
out puniihment or reward, it is then equally indifferent, 
whether we be jufi, Gncere, friendly and charitable, or 
cruel, deceitful, perfidious and unnatural : God confe- 
qnently does not love virtue, modefly, re&itude, religion, 
more than debauchery, perjury, impiety, and villainy; 
fince the juft and the impious, the pure and the impure, 
(hall experience the fame lot, and an eternal aniuhilation 
equally awaits them all in the grave. 

. What do I lay ? .God even feems to declare in favour of 
the impious here againft the juft. He exalts him like the 
cedar of Lebanon ; loads him with riches and honours ; 
gratifies his defires, and aflifts his projefis ; for the impious 
are in general the profperous on the earth. On the contra- 
ry. He feems to negle£l the upright man ; He humbles, 
affli£l8, and delivers him up to the falfity and power of his 
enemies; for difgrace and afBi6lion are the common por- 
tion of the good below. What a monfter of a Supreme 
Being, if all mufi finifh with man, and if neither miferies 
nor rewards, except thofe in this life, are to be expefied ! Is 
He, then, the proteQor of adulteries, profanations and 
the moft fliocking crimes, the perfecutor oi innocence, 
modcfty, piety, and all the pureft virtues ? Are his favours 
the price oi guilt, and his punifliments the recompenfe of 
virtue ? What a God ot darknefs, imbecility, coniufion, 
and iniquity, does the freethinker form to himfelf I 

What, my brethren ! It would become His greatnefs to 
leave the world he has created, in a general coniufion; to 
fee the wicked almoft always prevail over the upright ; the 
innocent cruflied by the ufurper ; the iather, the viflim ot 
an ambitious and unnatural fon ? From the height oi his 
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greatnefs, God wouMamufe himfdt with thefe horrible 
tranfafiions, without any intereft in their commiffion ? Be- 
caufe He i^ great, be fhould be either weak, unjuft, or 
cruel ? Becuife men are infignificant* they fhould have the 
privilege of being diflblute without guilt, or virtuous with* 
out merit ? 

O God ! If fuch be the charafier oi thy Supreme Be«i 
ing : If it be Thee whom we adore, under fuch (hocking 
ideas, I know Thee no more, then, as my heavenly Father,, 
my prote&or, the confoler of my fufferings, the fupport of 
my weaknefs, and the rewarder of my fidelity ? Thou art 
then only an indolent and capricious tyrant, who facrificeft 
-all men to thy vain pride, and haft drawn them from nou 
thing, only to ferve as the fport of thy leifure or caprice I 

For, laftly, If there be no future ftate, what defign wor- 
thy of his wifdom, could God have propofed, in creating 
man? What, in forming them, He had no other view, 
than in forming the beaft? Man, that being fo noble, whp 
is capable oi luch fublime thoughts, fuch vaft deCres, and 
fuch grand fentimenU ; fufceptible of love, truth, andjuf* 
tice'; Man» of 2i\ creatures, alone worthy of agreatdefti- 
natioR, that of knowing and loving the Authoi: of his be-^ 
ihg ;. that Qian (bould be made only for the earth, to pafs 
a fmall portion of days, like the beaft, in trifling employ, 
ments, or fenfual gratifications ; he (hould fulfil his purpofe, 
by ^ing fo rifible and fb pitiable a part ; and afterwards, 
fliould Gnk back to opn-entity, without any other ufe hav- 
ing boen made of that vaft miod, and elevated heart, 
which the Author of his being had given him ? O God ! 
where would here be thy wifdom, to have made fo grand a 
work, for the duration only of a moment ; to have exhibit 
ted men upoa the earth, only as the playful eflays of thy 

power;, 
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power ; or td amvfe thy letfure, hy a TakMty of fiiews ! 
The Deity of the freethinker, is not grand, -therefore, but 
becaofe he u more unjull, capricious, and deTpioaUe 
tfcan niea f Purtue thefe reflefiions, and (kipport, .if you 
•can, all tiie extravagance of their foBy. 

Mow, worthy, then, of God, my brethren, to watch 
•over the univerfe ; to condufiman, whom he has created, by 

,^e laws of juftice, truth, charity, and innocence; to make 
virtue and reafon the bond of union, and the foiindadoh 

' 4if human fociety ! How worthy of God, to love in his 
creatures, thofe virtues which render himfelf amiabic ; to 
"bate the vices,, which disfigure in diem his image ; not to 
confound for ever, the juft with the impious ; to render 
happy, with himfelf, thofe fouls, who have lived only for 

^ him ; and to deliver up to their own mifery, thofe who be* 
Keved they had found a bappinefs independent of him ! 

Behold the God of the Chriftiai»;tehold, that wife, juft, 
and Holy Deity, whom we adore ; and the advaiiiage we 
Iiave over the freethinker is, that ours is the God of an in- 
nocent and pure heart ; the God, whom M creatures mani- 
feft to us ; whom all ages have invoked; whom thie fages, 
-even of Paganifm, have acknowledged ; and of whom, 
nature has deeply engraven the idea onthe very foundation 
-at our being i 

But, fince GcmI is fo juft, ou^t ht to puniffi as cf imes, 
inclinations for pleafure, bom with us ; -nay, which he 
alone has given us ? Laft Mafpheroy of impiety, and laft 
part oi this Difcouffe : I ihall abridge it, and conclude. 

But, in the firft place, Be vAiom you may, who hold 
this abfurd language, if you pretend to juflify.allyour ac* 

tions. 
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•Dions, by the incUnationi wfaidk ioi\xe you to ihen> ; if« 
whatever we wilh, becoaae legkiniate; if our d^nct 
40Dght to he the xndy leguiation of 4»ur Jttties ; An that 
principle, yxm have <mif to rejprd with an enviouB eyt, 
the fortime of your brother, to acqisre a right to !de^il 
him of it ; his wife, with a corrupted heart, to be authorif- 
cd to violate the Tanfidcy of the nuptiidhed, in.oppofition 
to themoft facred rights off fociety and nature. You hai^ 
-only to fufpefi, or diflike an opponent, toheoooieenutlal 
to deftroy hkn ; to bear, iwith impatience, the authority tif 
a father, or thefeverity of a matter ; to imbrue y^iir hanAi 
•in itheir blood : In a word, you have only to bear within 
you the iropreflions of every vice, to be permitted ifae 
gratification of i}l ; ami as ^eacfa finds -the fatal feeds in 
-fatmfiAf, none would be exempted firom thiahornUe privi- 
lege. It is neceflary, therefore, that man conda£b himfelf 
by other Iwvs than his incttnations, and imother rule than 

his defires. 

• 

- £ven %he Pagan i^s ackoiowledgcd the neceffity of a 
philofopby, that is to fay, of a light fuperior to the fenfet, 
•which (regulated their pvafiice, and make leafona check 
to the human paflions. 

Nature alone led <hem to this truth ; and ian^t them, 
that bKnd infiin£l ought not to he the fole guide of the ac- 
tions of men : This inftinA, tberefove, either is not the 
original infiituticm of natuw, or it muft be a oorvuplion 
of it ; fifice all the laws, ever firamed on the ^arth, ibarne 
avowedly been made to reftrain it ; that all thofe, who, in 
every age^ have borne the diara£ler:of wife, and vitftuous, 
have rejefied its impreffions ; diat, anonfft all nations, 
ihofe infamous indrviduals, who yidded themfehres up, 
without refer¥C or fliame, to brutal ienfuality, hove been 
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-always conGdered as monfters, and the difgrace of hum»- 
aity ; and the maxim once eftabliihed, that our inclinations 
and dcfires cannot be confidered as crimes, fociety can no 
longer exift ; men muft feparate to be in farety^ muft btiry 
sbemfelves in the forefts, and live foliury like the beafts. 

Befides, let us render juftice to men, or rather to the 
Author, who has formed us. If we find within us inclina- 
tions to vice and voluptuoufnefs, do we not alfo find fentt- 
mcnts of virtue* modefty, and innocence. If the law of 
the members drag us towards the pleafures of the fenfes, do 
we not alfo bear, written in our hearts, another law, which 
Tecals us to cbaftity and temperance ? Now, betwixt thefe 
two tendencies, why does the freethinker decide, that the 
inclination which impels us towards the fenfes is moft con- 
formable to the nature of man ? Is it, from being the moft 
violent ? But its violence alone is a proof of its diforder ; 
and whatever comes from nature ought to be more mode- 
rate. Is it, from being the ftrongeft ? But there are juft 
and believing fouls, in whom it is always fubje£l to reafon. 
Is it, from being more agreeable ? But a fure proof, that 
this pleafure is not made to render man happy, is, that dif- 
guft immediately follows it ; and likewife, that, to the good, 
virtue has a thoufand times more charms than vice. Laftly, 
is it, from being more worthy of man ? You dare not fay 
fo, fince it is through it that he confounds himfcif with the 
beaft. Why then do you decide in favour oi the fenfes, 
againft reafon"; and infift, that it is more confontiable to 
man, to live like the beafi, than to be a reafonable beipg ? 

Laftly, were all men corrupted ; and, like the animals 
not gifted with reafon, did they blindly yield themfelves up 
to dieir brutal inftin£l, and to the empire of the fenfes 
and paffions ; you then, peihaps, might have reafon to 
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lay, that thefe are inclinations infeparabie from nature, 
and» in example, find a fort of excufe for your exceifef* 
But look around you : Do you no longer find any upright 
chara&ers on the earth ? There is no queftign here ot thofe 
vain difcourfes you fo frequently hold againit piety, and 
of which you feel yourfelves the injuftice : Speak candidly, 
and render glory to the truth. Are there no longer chafle» 
faithful, and righteous fouls, who live in the fear of the 
Lord, and in the obfervance of his holy law ? 

Whence comes it, then, that you have not the fame em- 
pire over your paffions enjoyed by thefe juft men? Have 
they not inherited from Nature the fame inclinations ? . Do 
the obje£ls of the paffions not awaken, in their hearts, the 
fame fenfations as in yours ? Do they not bear within them 
the fources of the fame troubles ? What have the juft, fu- 
perior to you, but that command over themfelves, and fideli* 
ty, of which you are deftitute ? 

O man I Thou imputeft to God a weaknefs, which is the 
work of thine own diforders ! Thou accufeft the Author 
of Nature oi the irregularities of thy will ; it is not enough 
to offend him, thou wifheft to make him refponfible for tby 
deeds ; and pretendefi, that the fruit of thy crimes be- 
comes the title of thine innocence ! With what chimeras is 
a corrupted heart not capable of feeding its delufion, in or- 
der to juftify to itfclf the (hame and infamy of its vices 1 

God is then juft, my brethren, when he punilheth tho 
tranfgrcffions of his law. And let not the freethinker .here 
fay to himfelf, that the recompenfe of the juft fhall then be 
refurrefiion to eternal life ; and the punifhment ot the fin- 
ner, the everlafting annihilation of his foul ; for behold the 
iaft refource of impiety. 

But 
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•But, what punifiinieiit wovrM k be to the fi«cibiiikerto 
exifl no more p He vriOies that annihilation ; he looks for* 
ward to it, as kk fweeteft hope : Atoidft his pleafares, he 
Kvea tranquil, only in that expeSation. What! Thejuft 
God would punifii a finner, by according him a deftiny to 
the fummit of his wiihes. . Ah ! It is not thu« that God 
punifheth. For, what would -the freethinker find fo fhock^ 
log ia-a return to non-entity ? Would it be, in the depriva- 
tion of his God ? But be loves him not ; he knows hiia 
not ; he defires no communication with him : for his only 
God is himfelf. Would it be to exift no more? But 
what could be more defirable to a monfter, who knows, 
ttiat, beyond the term of his crimes, he cannot live but in 
fufievtnce, and in the expiation of the horrors of aa in fa* 
mous life ? Would it be, by having for ever loft the worldly 
pleafures he enjoyed, and the different obje£ls ot his paf* 
lions? But.whenhe exifts no more, the love of tbefe muft 
equally be extinguiihed. A more defirabljs fate cannot 
therefore be pointed out to the freethinker. It indeed 
would be the happy conclufion of all bis excefles, horrors, 
iCtidblafphemies. 

No, my brethren ! The hopes of the freethinker, but 
not his crimes, (hall perifh : his tormenu (ball be as eter- 
nal as his debaucheries would have been, had he been maf- 
ter of his own deftiny. He would willingly have eternized 
bimfelt on the earth, in the pradice of every fenfual vice. 
Death has bounded his crimes, but has not limited his crimi- 
nal defires. The juft and upright Judge, who fathoms the 
heart, will therefore proportion the punifliment to the 
guih. 

What are we to conclude from this Difcourfe ? That the 
freethinker is to be pitied, for grounding the only confola- 

tion 
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elmoft all mfn are furprifed by death ; all fee it approacih^ 
while they believe it yet at a diftance ; .all fay to themfelves, • 
like the foolifli man in the^gofpel. 'V'Why fliouM I be 
** afraid ; I have nany years yet to come ?" In this manner 
have you feen depart, your relatioQd,. friends, and almoft 
all thbfe whofe death you have witnefled ; every inQance 
ftirprifed you; you expeOed it not fo foon ; and you en- 
deavoured to account for it by human reafons ; fuch as the 
imprudence of the patient, or the want of proper advice 
and medicines ; but the only and true reafon*is, that the 
hour of the Lord always takes : us oy furprife. 

The earth is like a vaft field of battle, where we are eve-- 
ry day engaged with the enemy ; you have happily efcaped 
to-day ; but you have witnefled the fall of many, who 
like you, expeSed to furvive; to-morrow you again muft 
enter the lifts ; and v^bb has told you that fortune^ fo c^ 
pricious With regard to others, to you alone will eofUxoue 
favourable? And finceyou at lafi muftperiOi there, arei 
you prudent in building a fixed and permanent hab;ution,- 
on the very fpot, perhaps, intended for your totQb ? Place 
yourfelves in any poflible fituation, there is not a moment: 
but may be your laft, and has a£lually been fo to fome 
of your brethren ; no brilliant a£lion, but may terminate 
in the eternal ihades of the grave ; and Herod is ilruck in- 
the midfi o( the fervile and fooliOi applaufes of his people :- 
No day fet apart for the folemn difplay of worldly magnifi- 
cence, but may conclude with your funeral pomp ; and- 
Jezebel was precipitated the very day (he had chofen to 
fhow herfelf in her greateft pride and oftentation, from the 
windows of her palace : No feftival, but may be the fealt 
of death ; and Belfhazar expired in the midft of a fumptu- 
ous banquet. No repofe, but may condu£l you to an 
everlafiing fleep : and Holofernes, in the heart of his army, 
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and conqueror of fo many kingdoms and proTinces, fell 
under the«ftr(dce ot a fimple Jewifll woman : No direafe, 
but may be the fatdl term ot your courfe ; and every day 
you fee the Oigbteft con»plainu decieve the opinions of the 
moft (kilful, and tike expedations of the patient, and aU 
moft in an inftant take tbe turn ot death : In a word, fi- 
gure yourfehres in any poflible ftage or ftation of lite, and 
with difficulty can you number thofe who have been fur- 
prifed in a fimilar fituation ; and whai right have you to 
expefi, that you alone fhall be exempted from a lot com- 
mon to all ? You allow, you coniefs this : but thefe^ con- 
feflion^ are merely words of courfe, and are never follow- 
ed by a fingle precaution, to fecure you from the dimger. 

adly, Did this uncertainty tufn only on the hour, the 
place, or the manner of your death, it would appear M$ 
(faockihg : for, after all, fays a Holy Father^ what matters 
it to a Chriftian, whether he fhall expire in the midft of his 
connexions, or in the country of ftrangers ; in tbe oed- of 
forrow, or the abyfs of the waves ; 'provided be dies in 
piety and righteoufnefs ? But what renders this terrible, is, 
the uncertainty, whether you fhall die in*the Lord, or in 
fin ; that you fhall know not what will be yoiur lot in that 
other region, where conditions cliange no more; into 
whofe hands, at its departure from the body, your foul 
trembling, a ftranger and alone, ihall fall : whether it fiiall 
be furrounded with light, and carried to the foot of the 
throne on the wings of blefTed and happy fpirits, or enve- 
loped in darknefs, and caft headlong into the gulf : You 
hang betwixt thefe two eternities: You know not to 
which you fhall be attached : Death alone will difClofe the 
(ecret ; and in this uncertainty, you remain tranquil, and 
indolently wait its approach, as though it were a matter of 
no importance to you, nor to determine your eternal hap- 
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piners or mxfery ? Ah 1 my brethren, were il eveA true» 
ibat all ends with ua* the unpious man would ftill be foolifli 
in Jilting, ** Let iis think not on death ; let us eat and 
** drink, for to-morrow we die :" The more he found life 
agreeable* the more reafon would he have to be afraid of 
deatht which to him would however be only a ceflation ot 
exigence. But we* to whom faith opens profpefls of 
{Miniflmienty or eternal reirardsy beyond the grave; we 
who muft reach the gates oi death» flill uncertain of this 
dreadful alternative, is there not a folly. What do I fay P 
a madneb (not to befure in profeffingthefentiments of the 
impious* *' Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die)/' 
in living as though we thought like him ! Is it pofltble we 
can remain a fiogle inflant unoccupied with that decifive 
moment, and without allaying, by the precautions of faith, 
that trouble and dread into which this uncertainty muft 
caft a foul, who has not yet renounced his eternal hopes ? 

9My^ In all other uncertainties, the number of thofe 
who Uiare the lame danger, may infpire us with confidence ; 
or refources, with which we flatter ourfelves, may leave us 
more tranquil ; or, even at the worft, the difappointment 
becomes a leflbn, which teaches us, to our coft, to be more 
guarded in future : But, in the dreadful uncertainty in 
queflion, the number of thofe who run the fame rifk can 
diminifli nothing from our danger ; all the refources with 
which we may flatter ourfelves on the bed of death, are, in 
general, merely illufive ; and religion itfelf, which fumifhes 
them, dare ground but fmall hopes on them : Irf a word, 
the miftake is irremediable $ we die only once, and our 
pad folly can no more ferve as a leflon to guard us from 
hiture error. Our misfortune, indeed, opens our eyes ; 
but thefe new lights, which diflipate our blindnefs, become 
ufelefs, by the immutability of our ilate^ and are rather a 
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cruel knowledge of our mifery, which prepares to tear us 
vith eternal remorfe, and to occafion the moft grievous 
portion of our punifhment, than wife refieClions which 
may lead us to repentance. 

Upon what, then, canyou juftify this profound and in* 
comprehenfible neglefi of your laft day, in which you live ? 
On youth, which may feem to promtfe you many years 
yet to come ? 

Youth ! But the fon of the widow of Nairn was young : 
Does death refpe£l ages or rank ? Youth ! But that is ex- 
afily what makes me tremble ior you ; licentious manners, 
pleafures to excefs, extravagant paflions, ambitious de- 
fires, the dangers of war, third for renown* and the tiU 
lies of revenge : Is it not during the purfuit, or gratifica- 
tion of fome one of thefe paflions, that the majority oi 
men finifli their career ? Adonias, but for his debaucheries, 
might have lived to a good old age ; Abfalom, but for his 
ambition ; the king of Sachem's fon, but for his love oi 
Dinah ; Jonathan, had glory not dug a grave for him in 
the mountains of Gilboa. Youth ! alas ! it is the feafon 
of dangers, and the rock upon which life generally fplits. 

Once more, then, Upon what do you found your hopes ? 
On the ftrength of your conftitution ? But what is the bell 
cftabliflied health ? A fpark which a breath (hall extinguiOi : 
A fingle day's ficknefs is fufficient to lay low the moft ro- 
buft. 1 examine not after this, whether you do not even 
flatter yourfelves on this point : If a body, exhaufted by 
the inegularitics of youth, do not announce to your own 
minds the fentence of death ; if habitual infirmities do not 
Tay open before you the gates of the grave ; if difagreea- 
ble indications do not menace you with fome fuddcn acci- 
dent. 
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dent. I wifli you to lengthen out your days even beyond 
your hopes. Alas ! my brethren, can any period appear 
long which muft at laft come to an end ? Look back, and 
fee where now are your youthful years ? What trace ot folid 
joy do they leave in your remembrance ? Not more than a 
viGon of the night; you dream that you have lived, and 
behold all that is left to you of it : All that interval, elap- 
fed from your birth to the prefent day, itf like a rapid flafli, 
whofe paflage the eye, far from dwelling on, can with dif- 
ficulty fee:* Had you begun to live, even with the world 
itfelf, thepaft would now appear to you neither longer nor 
more real ; all the ages, elapfed down to the prefent day, 
you would look upon as fugitive infiants i all the nations 
which have appeared and dilappeared on the earth ; all the 
revolutions of empires and kingdoms ; all thofe grand^ents 
which embellifliour hiflories, to you would be only the dif- 
ferent fcenes of a (how, which you had feen concluded in 
a day. Recolle6l the viflories, the captured cities, the 
glorious treaties, the magnificence, the fplendid events of 
the firfi years of this reign ; mod of you have not only wit- 
nefled, but have (hared in their danger and glory ; our an- 
nals will convey them down to our lateft pofterity ; but to 
you, they are already but a dream ; but a momentary fiafli 
which is extinguifhed, and which every day effaces more and 
more from your remembrance. What, then, isthisfmall 
portion you have ftill to accomplifli ? Can you believe that 
the days to come have more reality than thofe already paft ? 
Years appear long, while yet at a diflance ; arrived, they 
vanifh, they flip from us in an inflant ; and fcarccly (hall 
we have looked around us, when, as if by enchantment, 
we fhall find ourfelves at the fatal term« which ftill appear- 
ed fo diftant, that we rafhly concluded it would never ar- 
rive. View the world, fuch as you have feen it in your 
youthful days, and fuch as you now fee it : New perfona* 
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ges have inpunted the fii^e ; the grand parts are filled by 
new aAors ; they are new events, new tntriguest m^w paT* 
fionSf new heroes in virtue as well as in vice, which engage 
the praifes, derifions, and cenfures of the public ; a new 
world, without your having perceived it, hasinfenfibly rifen 
on the wrecks of the firft; every thing pafies with and like 
you ; a velocity which nothing can fiop, drags all into the 
gulf oi eternity : YeAerday our anceitors cleared the way 
for us ; and to-morrow, we (hall do the fame for thole who 
are to follow. Ages fucceed each other ; the appeatance of 
the world inceflantly changes ; the dead and the living con* 
linually replace and fucceed each other : Nothing flandsftill ; 
all changes, all wafles away, all has an end : God alone re- 
maineth always the fame : The torrent of ages* which 
fweepaaway all men, flows before his eyes ; and, with in«- 
^ignation, he fees weak mortals carried down by that rapid 
courfe, infuU him while pailing ; wi(h« of.tbat iranfitory 
infiant, to conftitute all their happinefs ; and at their de* 
parture from it, fall into the hands of his vengeance and 
* wrath. Where, fays the Apoftle, amongft us, are now 
the wife ? And a man, were he even capable of governing 
the world, can he merit that name from the moment that he 
forgets what he is, and what he muft be ? 

Neverthelefs, my brethren, what impreflion on us does 
the inftability of every thing worldly make ? The death of 
ourrelations, friends, competitors, and matters ? We never 
think that we are immediately to follow them ; we think 
only of decking ourfelves out in their fpoils ; we think not 
on the little time they had enjoyed them, but only on the 
pleafiire they mud have had in their poffeflion : We haften 
to profit ourfelves from the wreck of each other : We are 
likethofe fooliflifoldiers, who, in the heat of battle, when 
their companions are every moment falling around them, 
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c^eily load themfelTet wHh their clothes ; and {carcelyr 
are they put on« when a mortal blow at once deprives them 
of their abfurd decorations and life. In this manner the 
fon. decks^ himfelf with the fpoils of the father; clofes bis 
eyes; fucreeds ta hisrank« fortune, and dignities; cob-- 
dufisthe pomp of his funeral, and leaves it, more occupi- 
ed with, more aiFeOed by the new titles with which he i< 
now invefted, thaninftru3ed by the fatft advices of a dying 
parent ; than affliQed fen- bis lofs, or even undeceived with 
regard to the things of the earth, by a fight which placet 
befbfe his eyes their infignificancy, and-annoancea to him 
the fame defiiny foon. The death of our companions is 
not a rooieufefal teSbn to ns ^ Such a perfon feaves vacant 
an office^ which wehaflen to obtain ; another promolM us 
a ftep in the fervice ; claims expire with this one, which 
might have greatly embanralTed us ; that one now leaves ns 
the indifputed favourite of our fovereign; another brings 
us a (lep nearer to a certain dignity, and opens the road to a 
rank which his death alone could render attainable ; and on 
thefe occafions, our fpirits are invigorated ; ' we adopt new 
meafures, and form new projeQs : and, far from our eyes 
being opened, by the esramples of thofe whom we fee dif- 
appear, there iffue, even from their alhes, fatal fparks, which 
inflame all our defires and attachments to the world ; and 
death that gloomy pifture of our mifery, reanimates more 
paflions among men, then even all the illufions of life. 
What then can detach us from this wretched world, fince 
death itfelf feems only to knit more ftrozigiy the bonds, and 
firengthen us in the error which bind us to it ? 

Here, my brethren, I require notlxng from you but rea- 
fon. What are the natural confequences which good lenie 
aWne ought to draw from the uncertainty of death ? 
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1^, The hour of death is uncertain: Every year, eve* • 
ry day, every moment, may be the laft oi our life ; it 
is abfurd, then, by attaching ourfelves to what mull pafs 
away in an inftant, to facrifice the only riches which are 
eternal ; every thing you do for the earth ought therefore to 
appear as loft, fince you have no intereft there ; you can. 
depend on nothing there, and can carry nothing from it; 
but what you (ball have done for heaven: The kingdoms of 
the earth, and ail their glory, ought not then for a moment 
to balance the ihterefts of your eternal welfare, fince the 
greateft fortune cannot a0ure you of a day more than the moft 
humble ; and fince the only confequence which can accrue 
from it, is a more deep and bitter forrow on the bed of 
deatlTt when you (hall :be obliged for ever to part from 
them ; every care, every movement, every, defire, ought . 
therefore to centre in eflablifbing for yourfelvei a perma- 
nent and unchangeable fortune, an eternal happinefs, which 
fadeth not away. 

zdiy. The hour of your death is unceruin : You ought 
then to expeft it every day ; never to permit yourfelves an 
a£Uon, in which you would wiQi not to be furprifed; to 
confider all your proceedings, as thofe of a dying man, 
who every moment expefls his ioul to be recalled ; to a£l 
ill every thing, as though you were that inftant to render 
account of your condu£l ; and, fince you cannot anfwer 
for the time which is to come, in fuch a manner to regu- 
late the prefent, that you may have no occafion for the iu* 
ture to repair its errors. 

Laftly, The hour of your death is uncertain : delay not 
then, your repentance; .time preiTes, haften then your 
converfion to the L>ord : You cannot aflure yourfelves of 
a day, and you defer it to a diftant and uncertain period to 

come. 
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tome. Were you unfortunately to fwallow a mortal pox* 
fon» would you put off to another day, the trial of the only 
antidote which might fave your lite? Would the agent of 
death* which you carried in your bowels, allow of delays, 
and negleA ? Such is your fiate. If you be wife, have 
inftant recourfe to your precautions : You carry death in 
your foul, fince in it you carry fin ; haften to apply the 
remedy, fince every moment is precious to him, who can* 
not depend on one ; the poifonous beverage which infe£ls 
your foul, cannot long be trifled with ; the goodnefs ot God 
flill holds out to you a cure ; haften, once more I fay, to 
fecure it, while it is not yet too late. Should entreaties he 
neceflary to determine your compliance ; ought not the 
profpe£l of relief to be fufficient ? Is it neceil'ary to ex- 
hort an unfortunate wretch, juft (inking in the waves, to 
exert his endeavours to fave himfelf? Ought you, in this 
matter, to have occafion for our miniftry ? Your lafl hour 
approaches; you foon (hall haveto appear before the tribu- 
nal of God. You may ufefully employ the moment, 
which yet remains to you : Almoft all thofe, whofe depar- 
ture from this world you are daily witnefling, allow it to 
flip from them» and die without having reaped any advan- 
tage from it : You imitate their negleft ; the fame fur- 
prife awaits you, and like them you will be cut off before 
the work ot reformation has commenced. They had hcen 
warned of it, and in the fame manner we warn you ; their 
mifery touches you not ; and the unfortunate lot which 
awaits you, will not more fcnfibly aflfeft thofe to whom wc 
(hall one day announce it ; it is a fucce(rion of blinduefs, 
which pa(res from father to fon, and is perpetuated on the 
earth : We all wifli to live better, and we all die before we 
have begun to reform. 

Vol. !• li Such, 
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Such, my brethren* are the prudent and nataral reflec* 
lions which the unc^ertainty of our laft hour, (hould lead 
us to make. But if, on account of its uncertainty, yon 
are imprudent, in paying no more attention to it, than as X 
it were never to arrive, the fearful portion attending its 
certainty ftill leTs excufes your folly, in flriving to remove 
that melancholy image from your mind, under the pretence 
of its only tending to empoifon every comfort, and to 
deftroy the tranquillity of life. This, is what I have ftill 
to lay before you. 

Part II. — Man loves not to dwell upon his nothingners, 
and meannefs : whatever recals to him his origin, puts him 
in mind alfo of his end, wounds his pride, interelh felf- 
love, attacks Che foundation of all his paflions, and gives 
birth to gloomy and difagreeable thoughts. To die ; to 
difappear from the earth ; to enter the dark abyfs of eter- 
nity ; to become a carcafs, the food of worms, the horror 
of men, the hideous inmate of a tomb ; that fight alone, 
revolts every fenfe, diftraCls reafon, blackens imagination, 
and empoifons every comtort in life ; we flare not fix our 
looks on fo hideous an image ; we rejefl that thought, as 
the moft gloomy and bitter of all : We dread, we fly from 
every thing, which may force its remembrance on our mind, 
as though it would hafien the approach of the fatal hour. 
Under a pretence of tendernefs, we love not to hear men- 
tion of our departed friends ; care is taken to remove our 
attention, from the places in which they have dwelt, and 
from every thing which, along with their idea, at the fame 
time awakens that of death, which has deprived us ot them. 
We dread all melancholy recitals ; in that refpcS, we carry 
our terrors even to the moft childifh fuperftiiion ; in every 
trifle our fancy fees fatal prognoftications of death ; in the 
wanderings of a dream, in the nightly founds of a bird, in 
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ibe cafual number of a company, and in many other cir- 
cumftances ftill more ridiculous ; every where we imagine 
k before us; and* for that very rearon» we endeavour to 
expel it from our thoughu. 

N0W9 my brethren, thefe exceflive terrors, were par- 
donabk in Pagans, to whom death was^the greateft misfor- 
tune, feeing they had no expe6hition beyond the grave ; 
and that, living without hope, they died without confola- 
tion. But that death fliould be fo terrible to Chrifiians» is, 
a matter of aftonifliment ; and that the dread of that image 
ifaould even ferve as a pretext to remove its idea from their 
minds, is ftill more U}. 

For, in the $rft place, I grant, that you have reafon to 
dread that laft hour ; but, as it is certain, I cannot con- 
ceive why the terrors of it ihould prevent your mind from 
dwelling upon, and endeavouring to anticipate its evils : 
on the contrary, it feems to me, that in proportion as the 
danger is great to which you are expofed, you ought more 
conftantly to keep it in view, and to ufe every precaution, 
that it may not take you unawares. What ! The more the 
danger alarms you, the more it Ihould render you indolent 
and carelefs ! The exceflive and improper terrors of your 
imagination fliould cure you, even of that prudent dread, 
which operates your falvation ; and becaufe you dread too 
much, you fliould abandon every thought of it! But, where 
is the man, whom a too lively fenfe of danger renders calm 
and intrepid ? Were it neceflary to march through a nar- 
row and fteep defile, furrounded on all fides by precipices^ 
would you order your eyes to be bound, that you might 
not fee your danger, and left the depth of the guli below 
fliould turn your head ? Ah t my dearliearer, you fee the 
grave open before you, and that fpe£lacle alarms you ; but,^ 
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in place of taking all the precautions, offered to you by 
religion, to prevent you falling headlong into the gulf»^ 
you cover your eyes, that you may not fee it : You fly to 
diflipation, to chafe its idea from your mind ; and like thole- 
unfortunate vi6lims of Paganifm, you run to the ftake, 
your eyes covered, crowned with flowers, and furrounded 
by dancing and fongs of joy, that you may not have leifure 
to refle3 on the faul term, to which this pomp condu6ls, 
and leaft you fliould fee the altar, that is to fay, the bed of 
death, where you are immediately to be facrificed. 

Befldes, by repelh'ng that thought, could you likewife 
repel death, your terrors would then at leaft have an ex- 
cufe. But think, or think not on it, death always advan- 
ces ; every eSbrt you make, to exclude its remembrance, 
brings you nearer to it, and, at the appointed hour, it will 
come. What then do you gain by turning your mind 
from that thought ? Do you ieflen the danger ? On the 
contrary, you augment it, and render a furprifalinevitable. 
By averting your eyes, do you fohen the horror of that 
fpe6lacle ? Alas f You only multiply its terrors. Were 
you to familiarize yourfelves more with the thoughts of 
death, your mind, weak and timid, would infenfibly accuf- 
torn itfelf to it : You would gradually acquire courage to 
view it without anguifii, or at leaft, with refignation, on 
the bed of death ; it would no longer be an unufual and 
ftrange fight. A long anticipated danger aflonifhes not : 
Death is only formidable the firft time that the imagination 
dwells upon it ; and it is only when not expefied, and no 
provifion made againft it, that it is to be dreaded. 

But, when that thought ftiould even difquiel, and fill 
you with impreflions of dread and forrow, where would 
be the diiappointment ? Are you, upon the earth, to livq 
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only, in an indolent eafe, and folely engrofTed by agreeable 
and fmiling objeAs ? We fliould lofc our reafon, fay you, 
were we to devote our attention to this difmal fpefiacle, 
without the relaxation of pleafures. We fhould lofe our 
reafon I But fo many faithful fouls, who in all their aQions 
mingle that thought ; who make the remembrance ot that 
laft hour the check to curb their paflions, and the moft 
powerful inducement to fidelity ; fo mauy illuftrious peni- 
tents, who have buried themfelves alive in their tombs, 
that they might never lofe fight ot that obje£l ; the holy, 
who every day fuffered death, like the Apoftle, that they 
might live for ever, have they, in confequence of it, loit 
their reafon ? You fhould lofe your reafon ! That is to fay, 
you would regard the world as an exilement ; pleafures as 
an intoxication ; fin as the greatefl of evils ; places, ho- 
nours, favour, and fortune, as dreams ; and falvation as 
the grand and only objeQ worthy of attention : Is that to 
lofe our reafon ? Blcffed folly ! And would that you, from 
this moment, were amongfl the number of thefe foolifh fa* 
ges. You would lofe your reafon ! Yes, that falfe, woridly, 
proud, carnal, and miftaken reafon* which feduces you ; 
that corrupted reafon, which obfcurcs faith, authorifes the 
paffions, makes us prefer the prefent moment to eternity ; 
takes the fhadow for the fubflance, and leads allmenaflray : 
Yes, that deplorable reafon, that vain philofophy, which 
looks upon as a weaknefs the dread of a futuro fiate, and 
bccaufe it dreads it too much, feems, in appearance, or 
endeavours to force itfelf, not to believe it at all. But 
that prudent, enlightened, moderate, and Chriflian reafon, 
that wifdom of the fcrpent, fo recommended in the gofpel, 
it is in that remembrance that you would find it : That wif- 
dom, fays the Holy Spirit, preferable to all the treafures 
and honours of the earth ; that wifdom fo honourable to 
man, and which exalts faim fo much above himfelf ; that 
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wifdom wbich has formed To many Chri&iao heroes, it it^ 
the image always prefent ot your tail hour, wb^ph will em- 
bellifli your foul with it. But that thought, you add, 
fbould we take it into our^iead to enter deeply into, and 
to dwell continually upon it, would be fit to make uft 
rtnounce all, and to form the moft violent and overftrain- 
ed refolutions ; that is to Tay, would detach you from the 
world, your vices, paffions, the infeuny of your excelTes, 
and make you lead a chafte, regular and Chriftian life, alone 
worthy ok reafon : There are what the world calls violent 
and overftrained refolutions. But likewife, under pretence 
ot (hunning pretended excefles, would fyou refufe to 
adopt the moft neceflar)' refolutions ? Make a beginning at 
any rate ; the firft tranfports foon begin to abate ; and it is 
much more eafy to noodente the excefles of piety, than to 
animate its coldnefs and indolence. Dread nothing from 
the exceflive fervour and tranfports of your zeal ; you can. 
never, in that refpefi, go too far. An indolent and fen- 
fual heart, fuch as your'S) nurfed in pleafures and effemi- 
nacy, and void of all tafte for whatever pertains to the fer- 
vice of God, does not promife any very great indifcre- 
tions in the fteps of a Chriftian life. You know not your- 
felves; you have never experienced what obftacles all 
your inclinations will caft in the way of your fimpleft ex- 
ertions in piety. Take meafures only againft coldnefs and 
difcourage'ment, which are the only rock you have to 
dread. What blindnefs ! In the fear of doing too much 
for God, we do nothing at all : the dread ot beftowing too 
much attention on our falvation, prevents us from labour, 
ing towards it ; and we lofe ourfelves for ever, left we 
Ihould too furely attain falvation : We dread chimerical 
excefles of piety, and we are not afraid of a departure 
from, and an a3ual contempt of piety itfelf. Does the 
fear of doing too much for fortune and rank, check your 
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exertions, or cool ifae ardour of your ambition ? Is it not 
that very hope which fupports and animates them ? No- 
thing is too much for the world, but all is excefs tor God : 
We fear, and we reproach ourfelves, left we never do 
enough for an earthly cftabliibment ; and we check our* 
felves, in the dread of doing too much for an eternal for- 
tune. 

But I go further, and fay, that it is a criminal ingrati- 
•tude tof^rds God, to reje£l the thought of death, merely 
becaufe it difquiets and alarms you 4 tor that impreflion of 
dread and terror, is a fpecial grace with which you are fa- 
voured by God. Alas ! How many impious chara£^rs 
exift who defpife it, who claim a miferable merit, in be- 
holding with firmnefs its approach, and who regard it as 
the annihilation ot their being ! How many fages and phi- 
lofophers in Chrifiiaiiity, who, without renouncing faith, 
limit all their Feflefiions, all the fuperiority of their talents, 
to the tranquil view of iu arrival ; and who, during life, 
exert the powers of their reafon, only in. preparing for that 
laft moment, a 4X>nftancy and ferenity of mind, equally 
abfurd as the moll vulgar terrors; a purpofe the moft im- 
prudent to which reafon can be applied. It is, therefore, 
a fpecial grace bellowed on you by God, when he permits 
that thought to have fuoh an energy and afcendency in your 
foul ; in all probability, it is the way by which he withes 
to recal you to himfelf : Should you ever quit your erro- 
neous and iniquitous courfes, it will be through its inilu- 
ence : Your falvation feems to depend on that remedy. 

Tremble, my dear hearer, left your heart ihould fortify 
itfelf againft thefe falutary terrors ; left God ihould with- 
draw from you this mean of falvatipn, and harden you 
againft all the terrors of religion. A favour, not only def- 
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pifed, but even regarded as a punifhment, is Toon FoIIomt^ 
ed with the indignation, or at ieaft the indifference of the 
beneiaflor. Should that unfortunately be ever the cafe, 
then will the image of death leave you all your .tranquilli- 
ty : You will fly to an entertainment, the moment you 
have quitted the folemnity of a funeral ; with the fame 
eyes will you behold a hideous carcafs, or the criminal ob- 
je£l of your paflion ; then will you be even pleafed with 
yourfelf for having foared above all thefe vulgar fears, and 
even applaud yourfelf, for a change fo terrible towards your 
falvation. Profit then, towards the regulation of your man- 
ners by that fenfibility, while it is yet left to you by God: 
Let your raind dwell on ali the obje£ls proper to recal that 
image, while yet it has influence to difturb the falfe peace of 
your paflions : Vifit the tomb of your anceftors, in the pre- 
fence of their aflies*, to meditate on the vanity of all earthly 
things ; go and aflc. What now, in thefe dark habitations 
of death, remains to them of ail their pleafures, dignities, 
and fplendour ? open yourfeli thefe gloomy dwellings, re- 
fle£ling on what they had formerly been, in the eyes of 
men, fee what they now are; fpe£lres, whofe prefence 
you with difficulty can fupport ; loathfome mafles of worms 
and putrefaflion : Such are they in the eye& of men ; but 
what are they in the fight of God ? Defcend, in idea, into 
thefe dwellings of horror and infe£lion, and chufe before 
band your own place ; figure yourfelf in that lail hour, 
extended on the bed of anguifli, ilruggling with death, 
your limbs benumbed, and already fcizcd with a mortal 
coldnefs; your tongue already bound in the elfins of 
death ; your eyes fixed, covered with a cloud of confufion, 
and be tore which all things begin to difappear ; your rela- 
tions and friends around you, offering up ineffe£lual wilhes 
for your recovery, and augmenting your fears and regrets, 
by the tendernefs ot their fighs» and the abundance of 
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aruan : RdSeft upon that fight, fo inftrufiive, fo in- 
ccrefting ; you then, in the dirmtl ftruggles of that laft 
combat, proving that you are flill in life, only by the con« 
VulfioM which anAoaace your death ; the whole world an* 
iiihilated to you ; defpoiled for ever of ail your digoitiet 
and titlei; accompanied folely by your works* and ready 
to appear fn the prefence of God. This is not a predifiion; 
ft if the hiftory of all thofe who die every dHy to your 
knowledge, and it is the anticipation of your own. Think 
upon that terrible moment ; the day, perhaps, is not brre- 
inovedy yet however diftant it may be, you will at laft 
reach it, and the interval wilt feem to you only an infiant ; 
and the only confolation you th^n can have, fluill be, to 
have made the ftudy of, and preparation for death, the.em- 
ployment of your Ule. 

Ldftlyt As my find argument: trace to their fource 
chefeexceflive terrors, which render the image and thoughts 
of death fo terrible, and you will undoubtedly find them 
originating from the diforders of a criminal confcience : 
It is not death which you dread, it is the juftice of God 
which awaits you beyond it, to punifli the infidelities and 
crimes of your life : It is, that covered as you are with 
the moft fliameful wounds, which disfigure in you his im- 
age, you are not in a ftate to prefent yourfelves before him ; 
and that to die in your prefent fituation, muft be to periih 
for ever. Purify then your confcience, put an end to, 
and expiate your criminal pafliont ; recal God to your 
heart ; no longer ofler to his fight any thing worthy of his 
anger or punifliment ; place yourfelves in a ftate to hope 
fomething after death, from his infinite mercy ; then Ihall 
you fee that laft moment approach with lefs dread and trem- 
bling ; and the facrifice which you (hall already have made 
to God, of the wori4 and your paflions, will not only ren- 
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der eafy* but even fweet and confoling, the facrifice yoa 
vill then make to him oi your Hie. 

For fay» What has death fo fearful to a faithful foul 7 
From what does it feparate him? From a world which flull 
. perifh, and which is the country of the repi?obate ; from 
his riches, which torment him, of which the ufe is fur« 
rounded with dangers* and which he is forbid to ufe in 
the gratification ot the fenfes; irom his relations and 
friends, whom he precedes only a moment, and who (hall 
foon follow him ; from his body, which hitherto had 
been either a rock to his innocence, or a perpetual obfta- 
cle to his holy defires ; from his offices and dignities, 
which, in multiplying his duties, augmented his dangers ; 
laftly, from life, which to him was only an exilement, and 
an anxious defire to be delivered from it. What does death 
beftow on him, to compenfate for what it takes away ? It 
befiows unfading riches, of which none can ever deprive ; 
eternal joys, which he (hall enjpy without fear or remorie ; 
the peaceable and certain po(re(fion of God himfelf, from 
which he can never be degraded ; deliverance from all his 
paflions, which had ever been a conftant fource of difquiet 
and diftrefs ; an unalterable peace, which he could never find 
q^ the earth ; and laftly, the fociety of thejuft and happy, in 
place of that of finners, from whom it feparates him. What 
then, O my God ! has the world fo delightful, to attach a 
faithful foul ? To him it is a vale of tears, where dangers 
are in^pite, combats daily, victories rare, and defeats 
certain; where every gratification muft be denied to 
the fenfes ; where all tempts, and all is forbidden to 
us ; where we muft fly from and dread what moil plea- 
fes us; in a word, where if you fufier not, if you weep 
not, il you refift not to the iitmoft extremity, if you com- 
bat not without ceafing, if you hate not yourfelf, you are 
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•loft. What then do you find fo amiable, fo alluring, fo 
capable of attaching a Cbriftian foul ? and to die, is it not 
a gain, and a triumfib ior him ? 

Befidest death is the only objefi he looks forward to ; it 
is the only confolation which fupports' the fidelity oi the 
juft. Do they bend under affli£lions ? They know that 
their end is near ; that the fliort and fleeting tribulations of 
this life fliall foon be followed by a load of eternal glory ; 
and in that thought they find an inexhauftible fource of pa- 
tience, fortitude and joy. Do they feel the law of the 
members warring againft the bwof the fpirit, and exciting 
commotions^ which bring innocence to the very brink of 
the precipice ? They i^re not ignorant, that after the dif- 
folution of the earthly frame, it fliall be reftored to them 
pure and celeftial ; and that ddivered from thefe bonds of 
jnifery, they fliall then refemble the heavenly Ipirits ; and 
that remembrance fooths and ftrengthens them. Do they * 
groan under the weight of the yoke of Jefus Chrift ; and 
their faith, more weak, is it on the point of relaxing and 
finking under the rigid duties oi the gofpel ? Ah ! the 
day of the Lord is nigh ; they almoft touch the blefled re- 
compenfe ; and the end of their courfe, which they already 
fee, animates, and gives them frefli vigor. Hear in what 
manner the Apoftle confoled the firft Cbriftians : My bre- 
thren, faid he to them, time is fliort, the day approaches, 
the Lord is at the gate, and he will not delay ; rejoice then ; 
I again fay to you, rejoice. Such was the only confolation 
of men, perfccuted, infulted, profcribed» trampled upon, 
regarded as the fcum of the earth, the difgrace of the Jews, 
and the feoff of the Gentiles. They knew that death would 
foon dry up their tears ; that for them, there would then be 
neither mourning, forrow, nor fufierance ; that all would be 
changed ; and that thought foftened every pain : Ah i who- 
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Ibever had told tbefe generoat jaiUficn of fahh, that the 
Xxntl wouM never make them know death, but wonkd kamt 
them to dwell forever on the earth, would have fhaken their 
faith, tempted their conflancy, and, by robbing them of 
that hope, would have deprived them of every confblaibn. 

~ You, my brethren^ are no doubt liule furprifcd at thia ; 
becaufe death muft appear a refuge, to men afflifled and 
unhappy as they were. You are miftaken ; It was neither 
their perfecutions nor fufierings which occafioned their 
diftreft andforrow; thefe were their joy, confolation, and 
pride : We glory, faid they, in tribulations : it was the 
ftate of reparation in which, they Sill lived from Jefua 
Cbrift; that alone was the fourceof their tears, and what 
tendered death fo defirable. 

While we are in the body, faid the Apoflle, we are fe. 
paratcd from the Lord ; and that feparatioo was a ftate of 
anguilh and forrow to thefe futbfnl Chriftians : Piety cook 
fifts in wifliing for a re-union with Jefus Chrift our head ; 
in fighing for the happy moment which (ball incorporate ui, 
with the chofen of God, in that myftical body, which, 
from the beginning of the world, is forming, of every 
tongue, every tribe, and every nation ^ which is the com- 
pletion of the defigns of God, and which will glorify him, 
with Jefus Chrift, to all eternity. Here, we are like 
branches torn from their flem ; like ftrangers, wandering 
in a foreign land ; like fettered captives in a prifon, wait- 
ing their deliverance ; like children, banifhed for a time 
from their paternal inheritance and manfion ; in a word, 
like members feparated from their body. Since Jefiia 
Chrift, our Head, afcended to Heaven, the earth is no 
longer the place of our eQablilhment ; we look forward, 
in bleflied ezpe£bition, to the coming of the Lord ; that 
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itAtt conltkutcs all oor piety and confoiation s And a Cfarffh 
fian^ liot to iMg for thtt ^^W momem, bm to dread, and 
•vai look upon it at a mirfbrttuie, is to fly in the lace ef 
Jf^rus CbriJt i to renounce a)l communication with bim; 
to reje£l llie promifet of faith, and the glorious title of % 
citizen of Heaven ; it is to centre our happinefs on tht 
things of the eai*th, to donbt a future ftate^ to regard relK 
gion at a dream, and to believe tfajt all dies with ut. - 

No, my brethren, death has nothing to a juft foul, but 
what is pleafing and deCrable: Arrived at ^t happy mo- 
ment, he, without regret, fees a world periflt, which he 
had never loved, and which to him had never appeared 
ocherwife than a confufion of vanities : His eyes clofe widi 
pleafure on all thofe vain fliows which the earth ofieri, 
which he had always regarded as the fplendor of a moment, 
and whofe dangerous illufions he had never ceafed to dread': 
He feels, without uneafinefs, what do I fay ? with fatisfac- 
tion, that mortal body, which had been the fubje£l of all 
his temptations, and the faul fource of all his weaknefles, 
become clothed with immortality : He regrets nothing on 
the earth, where he leaves nothing ; and from whence his 
heart flies along with his foul : He even complains not, 
that he is carried off in the middle of his career, and that 
his days are concluded in the flower of his age : On the 
contrary, he thanks his deliverer, for having abridged his 
fuiferings with his years, for having exa3ed only a portion 
of his debt, as the price of his eternity, and for having fpee- 
dily confummated his facrifice, left a longer refidence in a 
corrupted world fiiould have perverted his heart. His trials, 
his mortifications, which had coft fo much to the weak- 
nefs of the fiefh, are then his fweeteft refleflions : He fees 
that all now vanifhes, except wliat he has done for God ; 
(hat all now abandon liim,- his riches, relations, friends 

and 



>? 



AJO SERMON IX. 

and dignities ; his works alone remaining ; and he is tranf- 
ported with joy, to think that he had never placed his 
Iruft in the favour of princes, in the children of men, in 
the vain hopes of fortune, in things which muft foon pe- 
rilh, but in the Lord alone, who remaineth eternally, and 
in whofe bofom he goes to experience that peace and tran- 
j^uillity which moruls cannot bcAow. Thus tranquil on 
the paft, defpifing the piefent, tranfported to tou<5h at laft 
that futurity, the fole obje£l of his defircs, already feeing 
the bofom of Abraham open to receive him, and the Son 
ot Man feated at the right hand of his Father, holding out 
lor him the crown of immortality, he ileeps in the Lord, 
he is wafted by blefled fpirits to the habitation of the holy, 
and returns to the place from whence he originally came. 

May you, my brethren, in this manner, fee your courfe 
terminated. 
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ON THE DEATH OF A SINNER, AND THAT OF 
A RIGHTEOUS CHARACTER. 



Rev. xiv. 13. 
BUJftd art the dead which die in the Lord. 

X HERE is fomething peculiarly ftriking and incomprehen- 
fible in the human paifions. 

All men wi(h to live ; they look upon death as the moft 
dreadful of all evils ; all their paflions attach them to life ; 
yet neverthelefs thofe very paffions inceflantly urge them 
towards that deaths for which they feel fuch horror ; nay» 
it (houldeven feem, that their only purpofe in life is to ac- 
celerate the moment of death. . 

All men flatter themfelves, that they (hall die the death 
of the righteous : They wifli it ; they expe£l it. Know* 
ing the impoflibility of remaining lor ever uppn this earth, 
they trufi, that before the arrival oi their laft moment, the 
paflions which at prefent pollute, and hold them in captivi. 
ty, fliall be completely overcome. Tliey figure to them- 
felves, as horrible, the lot of a finner, who expires in his 
iniquity, and under the wrath of God, yet neverthelefs 
they tranquilly prepare for themfelves the fame defliny. 

This 
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This dreadful period of human life, which is death in (in, 
ftrikes and appals them ; yet, like fools, they blindly and 
merril}' purfue the road which leads to it. In vain do we 
announce to them, that tii funeral men die as they have 
lived : They wiffe to live the life- of a (inner, yet never- 
thelefs to die the death of the righteous. 

My intentioOt at prcTenr, is not to undeceive you with 
regard to an illufion fo common, and fo ridiculous, (let us 
referve this'&bjeft for amclisr oecatfioa)^ -but, fince the 
death of the righteous appears fo earneftly to be wiftied for, 
and that of the (inner fo 'dreadful to you, I mean, by a 
reprefentation of them both, to excite your defires tor the 
one, and to awaken your juft terrors for the other. As 
you mud finally quit this world in one of thefe two fitua- 
tions, it is proper to familiarize yourfelvei with a view of 
them both, that by placing before your eyes the melancho- 
ly fpe£hicle of the one, and the foothing confolations of 
the other, you may be enabled to judge which of the lots 
awaits you; and, confequently, to adopt the neceflTary 
means to fecure the decifion in your favour. 

In the pidure of the expiring Tinner, you will fee in 
what the world, with all its glory and pleafures, termi« 
nates ; from the recital of the laft moments of the righte- 
ous man, you will learn to what virtue condu3s, in fpite 
of all its momentary checks and troubles. In the one you 
will fee the world from the eyes of a (inner in the moment 
of death : And how vain, frivolous, and difTcrent from 
what it feems at prefent will it then appear to you I In the 
Other, yoii will fee virtue from the eyes of the expiring 
righteous man : How grand and eftimabie will your heart 
then acknowledge it to be ! 
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la the one, you wUl conprehend all the mifery of m 
feult which has lived focgetful of its God. la the odier* 
the happincfs of him who hat lived oaly to pleafe and to 
ferve hin. la a word* the ptftnre of the death of the 
fianer will make you wifli to live the life of the righteoiu ; 
and the image of the death of the juft wtU lafpire you with a 
holy horror at the life of the finoer* 

Part I. — In vain do we repel the image of death ; .every 
day brings it nearer « Youth glides away ; ye^rs hurry oa | 
and, like vrater, fays the Scripture, fpilt upon the ground^ 
which cannot be gathered up again, we rapidly courfe to- 
wards the abyfs of eternity, wiiere for ever fwallowed up, 
we can never vetoxm upon our flqis, to appear once more 
upon the earth. 

I know that the brevity and uncertainty of life are con«- 
tinual fubjefis of converlation to us. The deaths of our 
relations, our fiiends, our companions, frequently fudden^ 
and always unexpefied, fumifli us with a thoufand reflec* 
tions on the fraiity of every thing terreflriaL 

* We are inceflantly repeating, diat the world is nothing; 
that life is but a dream ; and that it is a (hiking foUy our 
interefting ourfelves fo deeply tor wiiat rouft pafsfo quick- 
ly away. But thefe are merely words ; they are not the 
fentiments qf the heart ; they are dircourfes offered at the 
fhrine of cuftom; and that very cuftom occafions cheic 
being immediately, and for ever forgot* 

Now, my brethren, form to yourfelvcs a deftiny on this 
earth, agreeable to your own wiQies^ I^engthen out in your 
own minds, your days to a term beyond your moft fanguine 
hopes. . I even wifliyou to indulge in theenjo>*meotof fo 
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pleafing an illufion : But at laft, you muft follow the track 
.which your forefathen have trod : You will at iaft fee th^^i 
'day arrive* to which no other ihall fucceed ; and that day 
will be the day of your eternity : Happy, if you die in the 
Lord : Miferable it you depart in (in. One of thefe lots awaits 
)rou : In the final decifion upon all men, there will be only 
two fides, the right and the left ; two divifions, the goats 
and the flieep. Allow me then to recal you to the bed of 
death, and to expofe to your view the double fpefiacle of 
this laS hour, fo terrible to the finner, and fo confolatory 
to the righteous man. 

. I iay terrible to the finner» who, lulled by vain hopes of 
a converfion, at laft reaches this fatal moment ; full of de* 
(ires, empty of good works ; having ever lived a ftranger 
to the Lord, and unable now to make any offering to him, 
but of his crimes, and the anguilh of feeing a period put 
^ to thofe days, which be vainly believed would endure for 
ever. Now nothing can be more dreadhil than the fitua- 
tion of this unfortunate wretch, in the laft moments of 
his life ? Whichever way his mind is employed, whether 
in recalling the paft, or confidering what is afling around 
him ; in a word, whether he penetrates into that awful fu- 
turity, upon the brink of which he hangs, or limits his re- 
flexions to the prefent moment ; thefe obje£b, the only 
ones which can occupy his thoughts, or prefent themfelves 
to his fancy, only open to him the blackeft profpe£b, which 
overwhelm him with defpair. 

For what can the paft offer to a finner, who extended up- 
on the bed of death, begins now to yield up dependence 
upon life, and reads^ in the countenances of thofe around 
him, the dreadful intelligence, that all is over with him ? 
What now does he fee in that long courfe of days, which 
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lie has ran through upon the earth ? Alas ! he fees onl/*- 
vain care& and anxieties ; pleafures which paffed away be- 
lore they could be enjc^ed. and iniquities which muft en- 
dure for ever. 

Vain cares. — ^His whole life, which now appears to have 
occupied but a moment, preients itfelf tahim, and in it he 
views nothing but one continued conftraint, and an ufelefa 
agitation. He recals to his mind all he has fuSered for a 
world, which now flies from him ; for a fortune, which 
now vaniihes ; for a vain reputation^ which accompanies- 
him not into the prefence of God; for friends, whom he 
lofes ; (or mafters, who will foon forget him ; for a name, 
which will be written only on the aflies of his tomb. What 
regret muft agitate' the mind of this unfortunate wretch, 
when he fees that his whole life ha& been one continued 
toiU yet that nothii^ to the pyrpofe has been accompliOied 
for himfelf ! What regret, to have fo often done violence 
to his inclinations, without gaining the advance of a.fingle 
jlep towards heaven ! To have always believed himfelf too 
feeble for the fervice of God, and yet to have had the 
ftreogthand the coafUncy to fall a martyr to vanity, and to 

« world which is. on the eve of perifliing'l 
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Alas-I it is then that thefinner*,. overwhelmed,, terrified, at 
his own blindnefs and miftake,. no longer finding but ao 
empty fpace in a life which the world had alone engirofled; 
perceiving, tliat,. after a long.fuccelEon: of years upon the 
earth, he has not yet begun to live ; leaving hiftory, pcr« 
haps^ full of his a£lions, the public, monuments loaded 
with the tran£a6tions of his life, the world filled with his 
name, and nothing, alas ! which deferves to be written in the 
book of eternity, or which may follow him into the pre* 
fence of God i Then it is» though too late, that be begins to 
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Bold a bogmge tbhiijafelf, which we hsre frecjtRnt oppor* 
tunities of hearing: **I have lived, then, only for vanity ? 
** Why have I not ferve<i my God, as I have ferved my maf^ 
" ters ? Alas ! Were fo many anxieties,, and fo much troo* 
*• ble, necelTary toaccomplifh my own deilru&ion ? Why, 
«■ at leaft did I not receive my coiifolation in this world ? 
<* I fhouM have enjoyed the prtfent^ that fleeting moment 
^' whith paffes away from me ; and I OiouU not then have 
•* loft all. But my life has bee» always filled with anzie- 
« ties, {bbjeCkions,. fatigties> and felraints ; and all thefe in 
" ord^r ta prepare for me everhfting mifery. What mad. 
** nefs to have fuffered mort towards my own min, than 
^ wasreqmrrd to have accomplifhed my lalvation;. and ta 
«* have regarded the upright^ as a melancholy and an unfup- 
•* portable one; feeing they liave done nothing fo difficult 
^ for God, that I have not performed an hundred-fold for 
^ the world, which is nothifng, and from which I have 
^ confeqocntly nothingto expeft.'^ 

• Yes^ my brethren it is in that lafi moment that your 
iirhole Kfe will prefent itfelf to your view ; but in very 
different colours from fhofe in which it appears to you to- 
day. At prefent you count upon fervices performed for 
the fiate ; places which you have filled ; anions in which 
ftu have diftinguifhed yourfelves ; wounds, which ftili 
tear teftimony to your valodr; the number of your cam- 
j^igns; the fplendour of your orders; all- thefe appear 
^bjefis of importance and reality to you. The public 
applaufes which accompany them; the rewards with which 
they are followed; the fame which publiffaes them; the 
diftinftions attached to them ; all thefe only recalyour pafi 
days to you,, as days full, occupied, marked each by fome 
memorable aftion, and by events worthy of being forever 
fre&rved to po&erity. You even dtflifiguifh yourfelves, 

in 
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in your own minds, fromthofe indolent charaBett of your 
own rank, who have led an obfcure, idle, and ufelcfs life, 
and diflionoured their names, by that flothful effeminacy, 
which has kept them always grovetling in the dull. But 
on the bed of death, in that hft moment, when the world 
flies off, and eternity approaches, your eyes will be open* 
ed ; the fcene will be changed ; the illufion, which at pre* 
fent magnifies thefe obje£ls, will be difiipated. You will 
fee things as they really are ; and that which formerly ap- 
peared fo grand, fo illuftrious, as it was done only for the 
fake of the world, of glory, of fortune, will no longer 
•ppear of the iieaft importance to you. 

You will no longer find any thing real in your life, but 
what you flail have done for God ; nothing praifeworthy, 
but works of faith and of piety ; nothing great, but what will 
merit eternity ; and a fingle drop of cold water in the name 
of Jefus Chrift, a fingle tear flied in his prefence, and the 
flighteft mortification fufiered for his fake, will all appear 
more precious, more eftimable to you, than all the won- 
dera which the world admires, and which (hall periQi with iu 

Not that the dying finner finds only cares and anxieties 
thrown away in his paft life, he finds the remembrance 
iikewife of his pleafures ; but this very remembrance de« 
prefles and overwhelms him : Pleafures, which have ex- 
ifted only for a moment : He now perceives that he has 
facrificed his foul, and his eternal welfare, to a fugitive 
moment of paflion and voluptuoufnefs. Alas ! life had 
appeared too long to him, to be entirely confecrated to 
God : He was afraid to adopt too early the fide of virtue^ 
teft he fhould be unable to fupport its duration, its weari* 
nefs, and its confequences. He looked forward to the 

years 
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years be bad ftill to run, as to an impiehfe fpace, tbrongTi 
ivbich he muft travel .under the weight of the Crols, and 
feparated from the world, in the prafkice of Chrifiian 
works : This idea alone bad always fufpended his good in- 
tentions ; and in order to return to God, be waited the 
iaft flage of life, as the one in which perfeverance. is moft 
certain. What a furprife in this Iaft hour, to find, that' 
what had to him appeared fo long, has in xtmlity been but 
an inftant ; that his infancy and old age fo nearly touch each 
other, that they only form, as I may fay, one day ; and that,* 
from his mother's breaft, be has made but one flep towards 
the grave. Nor is this the bittereft pang which he experU 
ences in the remembrance of hir pleafures : they have 
vaniflied like a dream ; bat he, who formerly claimed an 
honour to himfelt from their gratification^ is now covered 
with confufion and fliame at their recolte&ion : So many 
(hameful exceifes; fuch weaknefs and debauchery : He, 
who piqued himfelf upon reafon, elevation of mind, and 
haughtinefs towards man ; O my God ! he then finds him- 
felf the weakefi, the moft defpicable oi fmners 1 Appa- 
rently, perhaps, a life of prudence, yet funk in all the in-- 
hmy of the fenfes, and the puerility of the paiBons ! A 
life of glory in the eyes of men ; but in the fight of God, 
the moft ihameful, the moft deferving of contempt and 
difgrace ! A life, which fuccels, perhaps, had continually 
accompanied ; yet, neverthelefs, in private, the moft ab- 
furd, the moft trifling, the moft deflitute of refleflion and 
wifdom I 

Pleafures, in a word, which have been the fource of all 
his chagrins ; which have empoifoned every enJQyment of 
life ; which have changed his happicft days into days of 
madhefs and lamentation* ' 

Pleafures*. 
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PleafureSy for which he has ever paid dear ; and of which 
be has never experienced but the anxieties and the bitter- 
nefs : fuch are the foundations oi this frivolous happinefs. 
His paflions alone have rendered life miferable to him ; and 
the only moments of tranquillity he has enjoyed, in the 
whole courfe of his life, are thofe in whidi his heart has 
•been flieltered from their influence. The days of my 
pleafures are fled, fays then the finner to himfelF, but in a 
'difpofition of mind very different from that of Job : 
*• Thofe days which have occafioned all the forrows of my 
^' life ; by which my reft has been broken, and the calm 
** ftillnefs of the night changed into the blackeft thoughts 
*« and uneafineffes. Yet neverthelefs, Great God ! Thou 
*• wilt ftill punifh the forrows and diftreffes of my unfortu- 
** nate life I All the bitternefs of my paffions is marked 
" againfl me in the book of thy wrath ; and thou preparefl 
** for me, in addition to gratifications which have always 
^* been the fource ot all my miferies', a mifery without end, 
*• and boundlefs." 

" Behold what the expiring finner experiences in the re- 
xnembrance of the pafl : Crimes, which fhall endure for 
«ver ; the weakneffes of childhood ; the difTipations ot 
youth ; the paflions and the diforders of a more advanced 
period ; what do I know, perhaps even the fhameful ex- 
cefTes of a licentious old age. Ah ! my brethren, whilft 
in health, we perceive only the furface of our confcience: 
We recal only a vague and confufed remembrance of our 
life : We fee only the pafTions which adually enchain us ; 
a complete life, fpent in the habits of iniquity, appears to 
us only a tingle crime. But on the bed of death, the 
darknefs fpread over the confcience of the finner isdiffipa- 
ted. The more he fearches into his heart, the more does 
he difcover new fUins ; the deeper he enters into that 

abyfs. 
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abyfs, the more do new monfters of horror prerent tb^m* 
felves to his fight. He is loft in the chaos, and knpws not 
liow to proceed. To enlighten it, an entire new life 
would be neceflary : Alas ! and time flies ; fcarcely do a 
few moments now remain to him, and he muft precipitate 
a confeffion, for which the greateft leifure wouJd hardly 
fuffice, and which can precede but an infiant the awful 
judgment of the juftice of God. Alas ! we often com- 
plain, during Hie, of a treacherous memory ; that we for- 
get every thing ; that the minifter of God is under the ne- 
teflity of remedying our inattention, and of afliiling us to 
know and to judge of ourfelves. But in that laft moment, 
the expiring finner ihall require no affifiance to recal the 
remembrance of his crimes : The juftice of God, which 
had delivered him up, during health to all the profundity 
of his darknefs, will then enlighten him in his wrath. 

Every thing around his bed of death awakens the re- 
membrance of fome new crime ; fervantSi whom he has 
fcandalized by his example ; children, whom he has ne- 
gle6led ; a wife, whom he has rendered^miferable by un- 
lawful attachment ; minifters of the church, whom he has 
defpifed ; riches, which he has abufed ; the luxury which 
furrounds him, for which the poor and his creditors have 
fuffered ; the pride and magnificence of his edifices, which 
have been reared up upon the inheritance of the widow 
and the orphan, or perhaps by the public calamity : every 
thing, in a word, the heavens and the earth, fays Job, 
fliall reveal his iniquity, and rife up againft him ; (hall recal 
to him the frightful hiftory of his pafllons, and of his 
crimes. 

Thus, the recollcQion of the paft forms one of the moft 
dreadful fituations of the expiring finner ; becaufe in it he 

finds 
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^fidi iMtliihg1>iit hliDui!s bft ; pleafiires, which have been 
(^iBpatte^. the laoaeot almoft of ibeir exiftence ; sm<i 
crimes which Qudl eodurc for ever. 

. But thftkeoti arouikjlbiin are hot leb gloomy lo this un<» 
foitanate foul : |Iii furprifes* hia (epacations, bis changes* 

• His furpriCBB.^*^ebad always flattered himfelf, thattfatf 
)iour of the Lord would not furprife hinri. Whatever had 
beca£iid to him on the fubjed from the pulpit, Jiad not 
prevented him froas afluring himfelf, that his confcience 
fiioald be properly arranged beiore the arrival of this dread* 
ed mom^t ; he haa reached it, however, ftill loaded with 
all hia crimesi without, preparation, without the perform* 
ance o£ a fmgte exertion towards appeafing the wrath oi 
the Abnighty ; he has reached it, while he leaft thought 
of it, and he is now to be judged. 

His furprifes. — God ftrikes him in the zenith of his pa{- 
lions ; in the time, when the thoughts of death were moft 
difiant from his rairtd ; when he had attained to places he had 
long ardently ftrug^d for ; and when, like the fooliflt 
man in the gofpd, he had exhorted his foul to repofe itfelf, 
and to enjoy in peace the fruit ot its labours. It is in thi^ 
moment that the juftice ol God furprifes him; and he feef 
life, with every imaginary hope of happinefs, blalled lor 
ever. 

His furprifetf.^^He is on the brink of the gulf, and thd 
Almighty willeth that no one Ihall dare to inform him of 
his fituation. His relations flatter him ; his triends leave 
him undeceived : They already lament him, in fecret, as 
dead, yet they continue to fpeak of his recovery ;• they 
deceive him, in order ^at lie may deceive himfelf. The 

Vol. I. Mm Scriptures 



t8t SERMON X. 

Scriptures miift be fulfilled : The finner muft be takes hf 
roq)rife in this laft moment : Thou haft faid it, O my 
God ! and thy words are the words of truth: 

• His furprifes.— -Abandoned by all the fuGcouri oi art* 
delivered up alone to anguifli and difeafe, he ftiU cannot 
perfuade himfelf that death is near : He flatters himrelf— - 
he ftill hopes : The juftice of God» it wo.uld feem» leaves 
bim a renmant of reafen, for the fole purpofe of feducing 
hunlclf. From hit terrors, his aftonifliment, his inquie4> 
tndes, we fee clearly that he ftill comprehends not the ne« 
ceflity of death. He torments, be agiutes himfelf, as if 
by thefe means be could efcape death ; but his agitations, 
are only occafioned by regret for the lofs of life, and are 
not the efiiefis of grief, for having wickedly fpem it. The 
blinded finner muft be lo to the end; andliis deathmuft be 
fimilar to his life. 

. In a word, his furprifes.—- He fees now that the world 
has all along deceived him ; that it has continually led him 
from illufion to illufion, and from hope to hope; that 
things have never taken place exa£Uy as he had promiied 
himfelf; and that he has always been the dupe of his er« 
rors. He cannot comprehend how his blindnefs could 
poffibly be fo confiant ; that for fuch a feries of years he 
could obftinately continue to make .fuch facrifices for a 
world, for maften, whofe only payment has been vain 
promifes ; and that his entire life has been one continued 
indifference on the part ot the world to him, and an intox- 
ication on his to the world. But what overpowers him is, 
the impoflibility of remedying the miflake ; that he can 
die only once ; and that after having badly run his race, 
he can no more recal the paft, or, by retracing his fteps, 
undertake a new trial. Thou art juft, O my God! and 
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Ihott willeft that the finner (hould in advance pronounce 
igainft himfelF, in order that be may afterwards be judged 
from bit own mouth. 

The furprifet of the dying finner are, therefore, over- 
whelming; but the reparation! which take place in that 
moment are not left b for him. The more he was attached 
to the world, to life, to all its works, the more does he 
fnfler when a fepamtion becomes inevitable : Every tie, 
which now muft be broken afunder, becomes a wound 
which rankles in his heart : Every feparaiion becomes a 
new death to bis mind. 

Separation from the richei which, with fbcb confiant and 
hborious attention, he had accumulated, by means, per- 
haps, repugnant to falvation ; in the poiTeffion ot which 
he obflinately perfifted, in fpite o£ all the reproaches of 
bis confcience, and which he had cruelly refufed to the 
neceffities oi his brethren. They now, however, cfcapa 
from him : The mafs of earth is diffipated before his eyes ; 
his love, his regret for their lofs, and the guilt ot having 
acquired them, are the only remaining proois that they 
were once ia his poflcflion.. 

Separation fiNnn the magnificence which funrounds him :. 
from his proud edifices, in whofe fbtely walls he once 
fondly believed he had ere£led an afylum againft death : 
From the vanity and luxury of his furniturey of all which 
no portion (hail sow remain to him, but the mournful 
cloth^ which is to encircle him in the tomb : From that air 
of opulence, in the midft of which he had always lived. 
All efcape from him; all abandon him ; and he begins to 
look upon himfelf as a firanger in the midft of his palaces; 
where indeed be ought always to have confidered himfelf 
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'te fuch ; as in tmkhoWn, Who Ao Itmgtt pbfRittc% arty 

fthikig tfa^re ; as an unfortunate wretch, wbtrnith^ are on 

the point of ftripping before his eyes,, iind whomtiicy ooljr 

allow to gratify his fight with the fpoils for a little while, 

in order to augment bis regret, and his puniflimeiitv . 

Separation from his honours indoffic^Si which he leiYes; 
frrinps to a riVal ; to which he bad at laft attained,; by 
wading through To many dangers, fo luany anxxctieii ib 
'many meanncfies, and which he had enjoyed: with fa much 
infolence and pride. He is already oik the bed of death; 
jlript of all the marks of his dignities, and of all bis titles, 
preferving that of fmner alone, which he in vain, and 
how too late, bellows upon himfelf. Alas! in diis laft 
noment, he would gladly embrace the. moft fervile condi- 
tion ; he would accept^ as a favour, the moft obfcure and 
the moft grovelling ftation, could but his days be prolong*, 
ted oft thefe conditions : He envies the lot of hit flaves^ 
whom he leaves behind him : He rapidly adviUices towards 
death, and turns back his eyes whh regret, to take a Kn- 
gering Ibok of lif)5. 

Separation from his body, for wbofe gratification he 
had always lived, and with which, by favouring all its 
paffions, he had contfafted fuch lively and intimate ties, 
lie feels that the houfe of mud Is crumbling into dufi ; he 
fetls Ihe approaches of death in each of his fenfes ; be no 
longer holds to life, but by a careafe which moulders away ; 
by the cruel agonies which his difeafes make him feel ; by 
the excefs of his love for it, and which becomes more live- 
ly in prt^rtion as he advanced towards :the moment of 
reparation. From* his relations^ from his friends, whom 
he fe^s farrounding his bed, and whofe tears and lamenra* 
lions wring his heart, and make faim'cnielly feel theaoguilh 
of looting them for ever. Separation 
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Sqiaration frofn the world, where he had enjoyed fo ma^ 
ry diftinguiihed officer; where he had eiUbliflied, aggraii'. 
dired, and arranged himfelf, at if it hkl been intended fat 
the place of his eternal refidence; from the world, in 
tvhofe fsniles he only lived ; on whofe ftage he had ever 
been one of the princtjpal kEkoti ; in wh6f<^ trsinla^iOntf 
he had always takcA fuch an afiive part, and Where he had 
figured with fo much fplendour^ and fo many talents, to 
render himfelf conrpicuous in it. His body now quits it i 
but his heart and all his a(ie£kions are centered- in it ftill : 
The world dies to him, but he himfelf, in expiririgi diea 
not to the world. 

Then it is that the Almighty is great, in the tyts of the 
expiring finner. It is in that terrible moment, that the 
whole world crumbling, dilappearing from his fight, he 
fees only Cod, who remaineth, who fiileth all, who alone 
Changeth not, and pafleth not iiway. Formerly he ufed to 
Complain, with an impious and ironical air, that it is very 
difficult to feel any fervent emotions for a God whom we 
fee not, and net to love beings whom we perceive, and 
whointereft all our fenfes. Ah! in this laft moment, he 
fliall fee only God : The hitherto Invifible will now b6 
vifible to him ; his fenfes, already extinguiflied, willrejeA 
all fenfual obje£U ; all fliall vdniih around him ; and God 
will take the. place of thofe delufions, which had mifled ' 
Md deceived him through life. 

Thus every thing changes to this unfortunate wretch; 
and thefe changes, with his reparations and furprifes, oc« 
<rafion the laft bitternefs of the fpeCbcle of death. 

' Change in his credit and in his authority. — From the mo- 
ment that nothing iarther is to be expefled from his life, 

the 
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ihe world ceafes to' reckon upon him : His pretended 
friends withdraw ; his dependents already (eek» elfewberev 
(Mher prote£lors« and other maftcrs : Even his flaves are em- 
ployed in fecuring to themfelves, after his death, an eftab- 
lifliment which may fuit them ; fcarcely does a fufficient 
number remain around him to catch his laft fighs. All 
ibandon him ; all withdraw themfetves : He no longer fees 
ajcound him that eager crowd of worihippers ; it is a fuc- 
cefTor, perhaps, upon whom they already lavifli the fame 
attentions ; whilft he, fays Job, alone in the bed ol his an« 
guiOi, is no longer furrounded but by the horrors of death ; 
already enters into that frightful folitude which the grave 
prepares for him, and makes bitter re£Ie£lions on the in* 
con&ancy ot the world, and the little dependence to be 
placed on men. 

Change in the public efteero, with which he had been fo 
flattered, fo intoxicated. — ^Alas I that world, by which he 
had been fo celebrated, has already forgotten him. The 
change which his death (hall neceflarily qcca&on in the 
fcene, may perhaps engage, for a few days, the public at- 
tention ; but this (hort interval over, and he fball be plung- 
ed in oblivion ; fcarcely will it be remembered that he 
has exifled : Every tongue will now be employed in cele« 
brating the abilities of a fucceflbr, and exalting Uis cha- 
rafier, upon the wrecks ot his memory and reputation. He 
already perceives this negle£l ; that he has only to die, and 
the blank will fpcedily be filled up ; that no veftige of him 
fhall even remain in the world ; and that the upright alone, 
who had feen him furrounded with all his pomp, Mill fay 
to themfelves. Where is he now ? Where now are thofc 
flatteries which his greatnefs attra£led ? Behold to what the 
world condufls, and what is to be the portion of thofe who 
fcrve it ! 

Change 
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Change in his body. — That flefh, which he had flattered^ 
jdolifed fo much ; that vain beauty, which had attrafied To 
many glaqces, and corrupted fo many hearts, is already bur 
afpeflacleof horror, whofe fight is hardly fupportabie; it 
is no longer but a carcafe, which is approached with dread. 
That unfortunate creature, who had lighted up fo many un- 
juft paffions. Alas! his friends, his relations, even hii 
flaves avoid him, conceal themfelves, dare not approach 
him, but with precaution, and no longer beftow upon him 
but the common offices of decency, and even thefe with 
relu£hince« He himfelf flirinks with horror, and fliudders 
at himfelf. I, fays he to himfelf, who formerly attra£led 
every look : " I call my fervants, and they give me no an* 
*' fwer : My breath is corrupt ; my days are extinfi ; the 
" grave is ready for me." — Job xix. 17. 

Laftly, change in every thing which furrounds him. — 
His eyes feek fome refling place, fomc obje£l of comfort, 
and no where do they find but the dreary reprefentations of 
death. Yet even fiili, the remembrance ot the pad, and 
the view of the prefent, would be little to the expiring 
finner ; could he confine himfelf to thefe, he would not be 
fo completely miferable ; but the thoughts of a futurity 
convulfe him with horror and defpair. That futurity, that 
incomprehenfible region of darknefs, which he now ap« 
proaches, confcience his only companion : That futurity, 
that unknown land from which no traveller has ever re* 
turned; where he knows not whom we (hall find, nor 
what awaits him : That futurity, that lathomlefs abyfs, in 
ivhich his mind is loft and bewildered, and into which he 
muft now plunge, ignorant of his deftiny : That futurity, 
that tomb, that refidenceof horror, where he muft now oc* 
cupy his place amongft the alhes and the carcafes of his 
ancefton: That futurity, tha incomprehenfible eternity, 
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even the afpefibt* wbichhe cannot fuppoft:: That futurity^ 
in a word, that dreadful judgment to which, before the 
wrath of God, he muft iiqw appear, and render an account 
of a life, of which every moment almoft has been occupied 
by crimes. Alas ! while he only looked forward to this 
terrible futurity, at a diftance,- be made an infamous boaft 
•f not dreading it : He cohtiriu^Uy demanded, with a tone 
of blafphemy and derifiona Wh<> is returned from it? He 
ridiculed the vulgar apprehenfions, and piqued himfelf. up* 
on his undaunted courage. But from the moment that 
the hand of God is upon him ; from the moment that 
death approaches near, that the gates of ^ernity open 
to receive him, and that he touches upon that' terri« 
ble futurity, againft which he feemed To fortified ; ah I ho 
then becomes either weak, trembling, diflblved in tears, 
raifing up fuppliant hands to heaven, or gloomy, Tilent, 
agitated, revolving within himfelf the moft dreadful 
thoughts, and no longer expe&ing more confolation or 
mercy, from his weak tears and lamentations, than from hit 
frenzies and defpair. 

Yes, my brethren, this unfortunate wretch, who had al- 
ways lulled himfelf in his exceffes ; always flattered htm« 
felf that one good moment alone was neceflary, one fenti-» 
ment of compunClion before death, to appeafe the anger 
of God, defpairs then of his clemency. In vain is he told 
of his eternal mercies ; he feels to what a degree he is un-i 
worthy of them : In vain the minifter of the church en- 
deavours to footh his terrors, by opening to him the bo- 
lom of his divine mercy ; thefe promifes touch him little,* 
becaufe he knows well that the charity of the churchy 
which never defpairs of falvation for its children, cannot; 
however, alter the awful judgments of thejufticeof God. 
In vain is he promifed forgiveneb of his crimes ; a lecrefc 

and 
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4Uici«liMrible voice nfouhds. from the bottom of -his heift« 
•dd'tells biin» that there* is nofalvation -for the impioufl* 
•ad that 1^ cam have no ^qpendence upon pfomifes which 
a«e given to his mirerief^'nuher than to the truth* In vain ' 
IS he exhorted to apply to xhofe laft remedies ivhichthe 
chi|n;b oflers to the dying : he i^rds tbdn al defpa^ite re- 
liefs, which are hata^edwhtn hope is over ; and which are 
bcAowed more for the confolation of the living, than from, 
any profpeEl of utility to thofe who are departing. Ser- 
vants, of Jefus Chrift are called in to fuppbrt>him in this lail 
moment;: whil ft all he is enabled to dor is fecretly to ehvy 
thdrfdt, and todcteftihemifery of.his^own: His frieoids 
and relations are aflembled round his bed^ to receive hta 
laft fighs, and hetun^ away from them his tycii becaufe 
he finds ftill amidft them the rcmembraace of his crimes. 
Death, however, approaches : The mintfter endeavours to 
fopport; by prayer, >that fpal-k of liie which fiill remains : 
**Diepart, Chriftian Ibul,*' fayshe: He fays not to him* 
Princie, grandee of the world, depart. During his life» 
the public monuments were hardly ftifikient for the num^ 
ber and pride of his titles : In this laft moment, they give 
him that title iilone which he had received in baptifm; the 
only one to which he had paid no attention, and the only 
one which can remain to him for ever. Depart, Chriftian 
Ibul.'/ Alas ! he had lived as if the body hadiormed bison* 
ly being and treafure : He bad even tried to jj^rfuade him- 
felf, that his foul was nothing : That man is only a compos 
fition of flefli and blood, and that every thing periihes with 
US : He is now informed, that it is his body, which is 
nothing but a morfel of clay, now on the point of crum- 
bling into pieces ; and that his only immortal being, is 
that foul, that image of the Divinity, that intelligencep 
alone capable oi knowing and loving iu Creator, which 
now prepares to quit its earthly manfion, and appear be- 
Vou I. N Qv ' iorc 
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fore his twfiil tribunal. Dq>art, ChriflianToul* You had 
Jooked upon the earth as your country; an4 it.wa^only a 
*place of pilgrimage, from which you muft deput: The 
.Church thought to have announced glad tidings to you. the 
:expiration of your, exilement, in announcing the diffdu* 
tion of your earthly frame : Abs I and it only bringi you 
melancholy and frightful news, and opens the coinmen«- 
mcnt of your xftiferies and anguilh. . 

. Depart then, Chriftian fouL Sou), marked ¥dth.the 
fcal of falvation, which- you haveeftced. Redeemed by 
the blood of Jefus Chrifl , whom you have trampled under 
■foot : Purified by the grace of regeneration, which you 
-have a thoufand times Sained ; enlightened by the lights of 
ihe faith, which you have always reje&ed ; loaded with all 
the tender mercies of Heaven, which you have always un- 
worthily profaned. Depart, Chriftian ibul. Go, 9od car- 
ry before Jefus Cbrift thatauguft title, which fliguld have 
been the illuftrious mark of your falvation, but which now 
becomes the greateft of your crimes. 

Then, the expiring finner, no longer finding in the re- 
membrance ot the pafi, but regrets which overwhelm him : 
In all which takes place around him, but images which 
affliCl him : In the thoughts of futurity, but horrors which 
appal him : No longer knowing to whom to have recoiirfe ; 
neither to created beings, who now leave him ; nor to the 
world, which vaniQies ; nor to men, who cannot fave him 
from death ; nor to the Juft God, whom he looks upon as a 
declared enemy, and from whom he has no indulgence to 
expeCl ; a thoufand horrors occupy his thoughts ; he tor- 
ments, he agitates himfelf, in order to fly from death which 
grafps him, or at leaft to fly from himfelf: From his expir- 
ingqres, iflue.fomething, I know not what of, dark and 

gloomy. 



THE DEATH OF A SIKNEI, &C. Sgt 

gloomy, wBicfa ciiprrfles die fmy of his foul ; in Iris an- 
guifli; he litters wordi interhipted by fobs, vrhkh are un- 
intetligible, ^and to which they know not whether repen« 
tance or defpair gives .birth. He is feized with convulfions, 
which they are ignorant whether to aTcribe to the afiuat 
diflblution of his body, or to the foul which feels the ap« 
proach of iu Judge : . Qe deeply |fighs ; and they know? 
not whether the reme m brance of his paft crimes, or the 
defpair at quitting lifie» forces from him fucb groans ot an* 
guifli. At laft, in the midft of thefe melancholy exer* 
tions, his eyes fix, his features change, hb countenance 
becomes disfigured, his livid lips convulfively feparate ; 
his whole frame quivers ; and, by this laft eSbrt, his un- 
fortunate foul tears itfelf reluQantly from that body of clay, 
falls into the hands of its God, and finds itfelf alone at the 
foot of the awful tribunal. 

My brethren, in this manner do thofe exptre who forget 
their Creator during life. Thus fliall you yourfclves die, 
if your crimes accompany you to that laft moment. 

Every thing will change in your eyes, and you fliall not- 
change yourfelves : You fliall die, and you Oiall die in fin^ 
as you have lived ; and your death will be fimilar to your 
life. Prevent thismilery, O my brethren. Live the life 
of the righteous; and your death, fimilar, to theirs, will 
be accompanied with joy» peace, and confolation. . This. 
is what I mean to explain in- the fecond part of. this Dif* 
courfe.. 

Part II. — I know, that even to the moft upright fouls, . 
there is always fomething terrible in death. The judgments^ 
of God» whofe profound fecr^cy they dread ; the darknef- 
(es of their own confcience,. in which they continually 

figure 



figure to themfelTCs hidden ftaiti8» knowa t6 tKe Akmgbty 
•lone ; tbe IiTeliheTsof their taith* and of their lore, which 
in their own fight magnifies their fmalleftiafults; in a word* 
the diffolution itfeK of their earthly frame, and the natunl 
horror we feel for the grave ; All thefe occafion death to*be 
attended by a natural fenfation of dread aAcE repugnknce*, 
in fo much, that as St. Paul fays^ the ihofi npright them* 
lelvet, twha an^oufly long to be' clothed with that immon. 
tality pcomifed to ' then, would yet willingly attain it, 
without being divefied of- the mprtdity which encompaflea 
them« 

It is not lefs tmey however, that in them, grice rifes fu« 
perior tothat horror at death, which fpringt ftOm Nature t 
and in that moment, whether they recal the paft, confidet 
the prefent, or look forward to the future, they find, in 
the remembrance of the paft, the end of their troubles ; in 
the confideration- of the prefent, a lioveky, which moves 
them with a holy joy ; in their views towards the futfiie, 
the ceruinty of an eternity, which fills them with rapture ; 
in fo mu(jbi that the fame fituations, which are the occafton 
of defpairio the dying finner, become then an abundant 
fource of confolation to the faithfutfoiil. 

I fay, whether they recal the paft * And here, my brc- 
thren, figure to yourfelves a righteous charafier on the 
bed of death, who has long, by the praftice of Chriftian 
works, prepared himfelf for this laft moment ; has amaflcd 
a treafure of righteoufnefs, that he may not appear empty- 
handed in the prefence of his Judge ; and has lived in failh, 
that he may die in peace, and in all tlie confolations of 
hope : Figure to yourfelves this foul, reaching at laft that 
final hour, of which he had never loft fight, and with which 
be had always conneQed all the troubles, all the wants, all 

ilie 
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the fclMcnials^ all the events of hit mortal life. I hy 
that nothing is more footbiog to htm, than the remembrance 
of the paft ; of bit fufiRsringt, of hit mortifications, of all 
the trtalt which he hat undergone.' 

. Yet, my bxethren, it appears frightful to you at prefent 
to fttffc r for God. The fmallelt exertions upon yourfclves 
required' by religion, feem to overpower you ; you coa- 
£der. ail unhappy thofe who bear the yoke of Jefut Chrift, 
and. who, topleafe him, renounce the worlds and all iu 
charms. But on the bed of death, the mbft foothing re« 
fle£Uon to a faithful foul, it the remembrance of what he 
hat fuflered for hit God. He then comprehends all the 
merit of penitence, and how abfurd men are,' to difpute 
ncitb God, -a motoent of conftraint, which will be entitled 
to the recompenfe of a felicity without end, and without 
meafure. For then, hit confolation it, that he hat facrifi- 
ced only the gratifications of a moment, of which there 
would only remain to him now, the contufion and the 
Ihame ; that whatever he might have fu£feredfor the world, 
would in thit moment be loft to him ; on the contraiy. 
that the fmalleft fufiering for God, a tear, a mortification, 
a vain pleafure facrificed, an improper defire repre^fled, 
will never be forgotten, but fhall laft as long as God him« 
felf. What confolet him it, that of all the human luxu- 
ries and enjoyments, alas ! on the bed of death there re- 
main no more to the finner who hat alwayt indulged in 
them, than to the righteout man who hat always abft^ined 
from them : that they are equally paft to them both ; but 
that the one fhall bear eternally the guilt of having deliver, 
ed himfelf. up to them, and the other the glory of having 
known how to vanquilh them. 

Thit 
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Thisis what the pail bfien to i faithful foul, on the bed 
of death. Sufierings, affli£Uoii8, which have endured but 
a little while, and which are now to be eternally rewaided : 
The time of dangers and-temptationi pall ; the attacks made 
by the world upon his faith at laft terminated ; th^ trials in 
which his innocence had run fo many ri{ks, at laft dilap* 
peared; the occafions in which his. virtue had fo nearly 
been (hipwrecked, at laft for ever removed ; the continual 
combau which he had to fuftain againft his paffions, at laft 
ended ; and every obftaclc which flefh and blood had al* 
ways placed in the way of his piety, for ever annihilated^ 
How fweet it is, when fafely arrived in port, to recal the 
remembrance of paft dangen and tempefis ! When vifiori* 
ous in the race, how. pleafing to retrace, in imagination, 
our exertions, and to review thofe parts of the.courie moft 
diftinguiflied by the toils, the obflacles, and the difficukiea 
which have rendered them celebrated. 

The ri^iteous man then appears to me like Another Mo- 
fes, expiring on the holy mountain, where the Lord had 
marked out to him his grave : ** Get thee up into the moun- 
*' tain Abarim, and die," &c. Deut. xxxii. 49 ; who be- 
fore he expired, looking down from that facred place, and 
cafting his eyes over that extent of country, the nations 
and kingdoms he had trav6rfed, and now leaves behind him, 
reviews, in imagination, the numberlefs dangers he had ef- 
caped ; his battles with fo many conquered nations ; the 
fatigues of the defart ; the fnares of Midian ; the mur. 
murs and calumnies of his brethren ; the rocks fplit in pie. 
ccs ; the dangers of Egypt avoided ; the waters of the Red 
Sea got overi hunger, thirft, and wearinefs flruggled 
againft ; and touching at laft the happy term of fo many 
labours, and viewing from afar that country promifed to 

hift 
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Ins bthen, he lings a fong of thankfgiving and praire to 
'tSiKi; ^estranrpoited- with joy» both at the remembrance 
^f fo many danger! avoided, and at the pfofpefi of that 

place of reft, which the Lohi Aewi him from afar; and 
-looks upon the holy mountain, where he il to expire, j&is 
'4he reward of his toils, and the happy term of his courfe. 

' Not that the remembnuioe of the paft, in recalKhg to the 
idying righteous foul the trials and dangers of his paft Hie, 
does not alfo remindhim of his iofidelities and wanderings ; 
but thefe are errors expiated by the fighs of repentance ; 
wanderings which have fortunately been followed by a re- 
newal of fervour and fiddity ; wanderings which recal to 
him the mercies of God to his foul, who hath made his 
crimes the means of his repentance, his paffions of his 
converfion, and his errors of his falvation. The grief for 
his faults, in this laft moment, becomes only a forrow of 
confolation and tendernefs ; and tears which this remem- 
brance draws from him ftill, are no longer but the tears of 
joy and gratitude. 

The former mercies of God to his foul fill'himwith con- 
fidence, and infpire him With a juft hope of more; the 
paft condufi of God, with regard to him, comforts his 
heart, and feems to anfwer for what he Oiall experience in 
future. He no longer, as in the days of his penitence and 
mourning, figures- to himfelf the Almighty under the idea' 
of a terrible and fevere judge, whom he had infulted, and 
wh<Mn it was neceflary to appeafe ; but as the Father of mer- 
cies, and a God of all - confolation, who prepares to re^ 
ceive him into his bofom, and there (helter him from all 
' his affli&ions. 

" Awake, 
I 



*• Awake, nghteooi foul," fays then tp biipvi fccrec 
his L9Fd:and.i«i8! Gods «« Tfapoa/ who baft ^nMafcqi tbc 
** dregs .of cbc^tCiipjoF traah^gt thpu;flialt no nioiie xtrink 
•«-}{ agains ithe ^fliyi <ol 4y: tribubuion are jpaft, ; .Shake 
*Mbyrelf >ffam: the duftt igrirer.aod'fit down;* loofe thyi- 
Vfelf fioniithrbaiidi.pf thy teck. O captive daughter of 
" Zion : Put on thy ftrength, put on thy beautiful gar« 
** mentft c ' £nter :into the evcrlafting joy of thy Lord, where 
Vthou Ihak obtfungladneb: $pd petce, and fovtow. asid 
•« mourning ftffU. flee away." Ifaiahli. t^. &c,, . -. 

Firftconfolation of' the uprighli fonl Ja thebed of death; 
the remembrance of the paft.-rBut all which ^ket j.pkce 
around biihi'the wqrld wbich^ies from .him; all. created 
beiifgs which difa^pcar ; ail that phantom ct vanity, whicb 
vamifhet ; this change, this noveky^ is the fimicce ftill of a 
thoufand confolations to hinu f • r. , 

We have jullTeen, that the defpair of the dying iinneiv 
in viewing what pafles around him, is occafiooed by hit 
furprifes, his reparations, his changes ; thefe are precifely 
the fources of co'nfolatibn to the faithful foul in this laft 
moment. Nothing furprifes him : He is feparated from 
nothing : In bis eyes nothing is changed. 

Nothing furprifes him. — ^The hour of the Lord furprifes 
him not ; he expeded, he longed for it. The thought oi 
this laft moment accompanied all his a6lions, entered into 
all his projefis, regulated all his defires, and animated his 
whole conduQ through life. Every hour, every moment^ 
feemed to him the one which the upright judge had ap« 
pointed for thaa dreadful reckoning, where xighteoufnefa 

itfcif 
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itfelF fludl be judged. Thus had he lived, inceflantly pre* 
paring his. foul for that Jaft hour. Thus, he expires, tran- 
quil, GOnfoled, without furpiife or dread, in the peace of 
his Lord ; death never 'approaching nearer, tp him than be 
had alwfiys beheld it ; and experienjcing no diflcrence be- 
twixt the day of his ' death; and the ordinary ones of his 
life. 

Befides, what occafions the furprile :and the def pair of 
the finner on the bed of death, is to fee. that the world, in 
which he bad ever placed all his confidence, is nothing, is 
but a dream, which yanithes and is annihilated.. . . 

But the jaithful foul, in his laft moment; ah ! he fees 
the world in the fame light he had always viewed it : as a 
Ihadow which flitteth away ^ as. a vapour which deceives at 
a diQance, but, when approached, has neither reality nor 
fubftanc^. He feels then the holy joy of having eftimated 
the world according to its merit ; of having judged with 
propriety ; of never being attached to what muft one day 
flip from him in a mcfpient ;,.aQd of having placed bis con« 
/idencc in God alone; wboremainethforevjer, efibmally to 
reward thofe who truft in him-. 

How fweet then to a faithiul foul, to fay to himfelf, I 
have made the. happieft .^iK^ice ; how. fortunate for ine^ 
that I attached myreif only to God, fince he alone will en* 
dure tp me for ever I My choice ii^as regarded as a folly ; 
the world laughed it to fcorn, and found me whimfical and 
Angular in not conforming myfelf to its ways : but now 
this laft moment verifies all. It is d^th that decides on 
which fide are the wife or the foolilh, and which of the 
two has judged aright, the worldly or the faithful. 

Vol, I. O o Thus 
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ThiM docs die' i^ght Toui; oo tU bed of dMft« ?m«r 
the world and all its gloty. Wlien the miniAmof thr 
. church come taooinvrfe witii him o( God, Mid die netb* 
ikpuA of allbnnaa Ihingi, thefe holy truths, :ib new to 
the flaaer in that laft mom e p t t arvfabjefis lamitiartohiai, 
obje6U of which he had never loft light : Thefe confoHiorjr 
truths are then his fweeteft occupation ; he meditates- ap«- 
on, he enjoys them* he draws them irom the bottom of 
Us heart; where they had always been cherifliedt to-pkce 
them fttU in his riew, aad he con temp latf i them with joy. 
The minifter oi JefiasChrill fpeaks no new or foreign latt^ 
guiqfe to him t k is the langnage of his heait ; they are 
die fentiments of his whole life. Nothing fooths him fo 
iniich then, as to hear that God (poken of. whom he had 
«lways lored ;' th^fe etemat riclies» which he had alwayt 
lEOveMdf' dntrliap|»trte(s ot^feiMher Kfe, for which he had 
always figbed; and die nothingoefs of that worfd, which 
lie had always defjiifed^ Allodier fnhjeasof cottverfatton 
iweome infiped to him ; he can It&Ai Only to ttm-m^Tti^ 
of the God of his fathers, and he regrets the moments a$ 
feft, which muft licoeflarily btf de^dted to the regulation of 
mn earthly raanfioa, and the fnceelBoft oi hik tanceftors* 
Great G^ ! What knowledge ! What peace t What deii^ 
cious tranfports \ What holy emotions of love, of joy, of 
confidence, of thinkfgivfngi thcta fiH the fonl of this 
righteous charafier f His faith is renewed ; his love is in« 
vigorated ; his fervour is excited ; his compunAion is a» 
wakened. The nearer the diflidution of the earthly man 
approaches, the more is the new man completed and per«> 
fcEbtd I The more bis manfion of clay crumbles, the more 
is his foul purified and exalted : In proportion as the body 
falls into rnin, the fpirit is difengaged and renewed ; like 
a pure and brilliant flame, which afcends and (hines forth 
with additional fplendour, in proportion as it dilcngages 

iifclf 
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itfdfiroiii.tbe renfainaof matter which held k doWii, and 
af ihe fubfiancc to wki<;b i( .wa^. attached m confamcd and 
diffipated* 

Alaa I AJl dircouiief upon God fatigue the finaer on the 
bed of dcadi: They irritate bis evils; bis bead fuffisn by 
dieoiv and bis reft is difturbed : It becomes necefliiry to 
manage bis wcakaeCt. by venturing oniy a few words at 
proper periods ; to do it with precaution, left their length 
Jbottld incommode him; to chufe the moq|entaior fpeak- 
ing to him of the God who is ready to judge faim» and 
whom he has never known* Holy artiBcet of charity ar< 
required, nay deception if even noceflaiy foiiietiines« to 
make bim befiow a ihpu^ upon his blv^tioo, £ven the 
miniftera o£ the. chorch but rarely approach him. becaufil 
they well know that their, prefence is only an inirirfion* 
They are excluded, at diragreeable and melancholy pro* 
phets ; his friends around him carefully turn the convcrfa^ 
tion from {alvation. as conveying the news of death, and at 9 
difmal fubjefi; whidi weariea bim; they end^vour toenli* 
ven his fpirits, by relating the afiairs and vanitieft of the 
age, which had engrofled him during life. Grea( God f 
and thou pcrmitieft that this unfortunate wretch (ball bear, 
even to death, his diflike to truth; that worldly images 
Ihall ilill occupy him in this laft moment; and that thry 
fliall dread to fpeak to him of bis God, whom he bas al- 
ways dreaded to ferve, and to know I 

But let us not loTe fight of the faithful foul : MCot only 
he fees nothing on the bed of death which furprifes him,, 
but he is likewife feparated froaa nothing which be lamenu 
or regrets. For what can death feparate him from, tp 
occafion either regret or tears ? From the world ? Alas f 
from a world, in which he bad always livfd ^ a» exile.;. 

in- 
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in which he had found only flnmeful excefles. whieB 
grieved his faith; rocks -at which his innocence trem* 
bled; attentions/ which were troublefome to him; fub^ 
je&ions. which in fpitc of himfelft ftill divided him be- 
twixt heaven add the earth: We feel little regret for the 
lofs of what we have never loved. From his riches and 
wealth ? Ahs ! his treafure was in heaven t His riches ha^ 
been the riches ot die poor : He lofes them not ; he only 
goes to regain them for ever, in thebofom of God. From 
his titles and his dignities ? Ahs i it is a jroke froA which 
he is delivered : The only title dear to him, was the one 
be had received in baptifm, which he now bears to the 
prefence of Godt tnd which conftitutes his claim to the 
eternal promifes. From his relations and friends ? Alas ! 
be knows that he only precedes them by a moment ; that 
death cannot feparate thofe whom charity had joined 
upon the earth ; and that, foon united together in the 
bofom of God, they ihall i^n form the fame church, 
and the fame people, and (hall enjoy the delights of an im- 
mortal fociety. From his children ? He leaves to them the 
Lord as a father; his example and inftru6lions as an in- 
heriunce ; his good wxfhes and bis blefGng as a final con- 
folation : And, like David, he expires in entreating for his 
fon Solomon, not temporal profperities, but a perfeCl heart, 
love o^ the law, and the tear of the God of his fathers. 
From his body ? Alas ! from that body which he had al- 
ways chailifed, crucified ; which he confidered as his ene- 
my ; which kept him iUll dependent upon the fenfes and 
the fiefh ; which overwhelmed him under the weight ot fo 
many humiliating wants ; from that houfe of clay, which 
confined him prifoner ; which prolonged the days of his 
banifiiment and his flavery, and retarded his union with 
Jefus Chrift : Ah ! like St. Paul, he eameftly wifhes its 
diflblution : It is an irkforae clothing, from which he is 
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delivered ; it is a wall of feparation from his God, which 
is- deflroycd ; and which now leaves him free, and qualifi- 
ed to make his flight to%irards the eternal mountains. Thus 
death feparates him from nothing, becaule faith had already 
feparated him irom all. 

' 1 do not add, that the changes which uke place on the 
bed of death, fo full of defpair to the finneri change no- 
thing ill the faithful fouK His reafon, it is true, decays ; but 
for a long time pafi, he had fubjeAed it to the yoke of 
faith, and extinguifhed its vain lights before the light of 
God, and the profundity of his myfteries. His expiring 
eyes become darkened, and are clofed upon all vifible ob- 
je£ls ; but long ago they had been fixed on the invifible alone. 
His tongue is immoveable ; but he had long before planted 
the guard of circumfpefiion on it, and meditated in 
filence the mercies of the God of his fathers. AH his 
fenfes are blunted, and lofe their natural ufe ; but for a 
long time paft, he had himfelf interdified their influence. 
He had eyes, land faw not ; ears, and heard not ; tafle, and 
reliflied only the things of heaven. Nothing is changed, 
therefore, to this foul, on the bed of death. His body falls 
in pieces ; all created beings vanifli from his e)'es ; light 
retires ; all nature returns to nothing; and, in the midft 
of all ihefe changes, he alone changeth not ; he alone is aU 
ways the fame. 

How grand, my brethren, does faith render the righteous 
on the bed of death ! How worthy of God, of angels, 
and ot men, is the fight of the upright foul in that lad 
moment ! It is then that the faithful heart appears maflerof 
the world, and ot all the created ; it is then, that participatinjg 
already in the greatnefs and the immutability of the God 
to whom he is on the eve of being united, he is elevated 

above 
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ibove all ; in the world, without aof cQUnejEUbn .wink U t* 
in a moital body, w^uhout being cfaaioed IQ i(; in tb? Qii4ft 
of Jbis rplaiions. a^d friendly ¥fitb<Hit feeing or Iwi^wiqg: 
them:; in the.qiidft of the etnba^ttflmpnu and cba^goi, 
which his death opens to his fight, w.ithout th^.(J9aIlcft Wr. 
terruption to his tranquillity : He is already fixed in the 
bofom of God*, in the midft of the deftru&ion of all things. 
Once moret my brethren, bow grand it is to baye lived: 
in the obfervance of the law of the Lord, and lo.die ii^ 
^.fear! With what dignity does nol faith then difplay, 
itfclf in the righteous foul ? It is the nomept of his glory 
and triumph; it is the centre at which the whole luflre o^ 
bis life and of his virtues unite. 

How beautiful to fee the righteous nan, then moving 
with a tranquil and majeftic peace towardt eternity ! And 
with reafon did the falfc Prophet cry out, when he faw th^ 
triumphal march of the Ifraelites entering into the land oi 
Promife, ** Let me die the death of the righteous, and lei 
** my end be like his." Numbers xxiii. lo. 

And behold, my brethren, what completely fills with 
joy and confolation the faithful foul on the bed of death : 
It is the thought of futurity. The fkiner, during health, 
looks forward to a future fiate with a tranquil eye ; but in 
this laft moment, beholding its approach, his tranquillity 
is changed into fhudderings and terror. The upright man, 
on the contrary, during the days of his mortal lile, durft 
never regard, with a fixed eye, the. depth and the extent 
of God's judgments : He wrought out his falvalion with 
fear and trembling ; he fliuddercd at the very thought ot 
that dreadful futurity, where even the juft, if judged 
without mercy, (hall hardly be faved : But, on the bed of 
death,, ah ! The Cod of Peace who difplays himfclf to him, 

calms 
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ealifis his agitations ; his fean imniediateiy ceare, and are 
changed into a fweet hope. He already pierces, with ex- 
piring eyes, through that cloud of mortality which ftilt 
ibrroandf hinif and fees- the^ throne of glory, and the Son 
ef Man at his Father^ right hand, ready to receive him ';' 
that* innaortal ^oanfry, for which he had longed lb m'uch,^ 
and iipbh- which Kis mind had always dwelt ; that Holy 
ZioA, which the God of his fathers filleth with his glory 
and his pfffence; wherfe he overfloweth the ele£l with i 
torrent ot delights, and maketh th^m for ever to enjoy the 
incomprehefifible riches which he hath prepared for thofe 
irho love him; that city of the people of God, the refi- 
dence of the faints, the habitation of the juft, and of the 
Prophets; where he (hall again find his brethren, with 
whom charity had united him' on the earth, dnd with whom 
ktt vrill biefs eternally .the terider nicrciesof the Lord, ah3 
join with them in hal^injahs to his praife. 

- Abl when alfo thcj miniflers of the ehufch come to an- 
noiiiircc'to this foul, that thehour is come, and that eter- 
iiicy 'ijp^yroachrs ; when they come to tell hini, in the name 
of thfe Church, which fends them : " l>pact, Chriftian 
■' foul : Quit at- laft that earth, where yoii have lb long 
*■ beext a -Arariger and a captive : The tinie of trial and 
*' tribulation is over : Behold, at laff, the upriglit Judge,' 
*< who comes to flrike off the chains of your mortality : 
" Return to the bofom of God, from whence j^ou came : 
*' Quit now a world, which was unworthy oi you : The 
** Almighty hath at lafl been touched with your tears : He 
** at laft openeth to you the gate of eternity, the gate of 
''the upright: Depart faithful foul; Go, and unite thy- 
*« fclf to the Heavenly Church, which expe£ls thee : On- 
•« iy remember your brethren, whom you leave upon the 
**eanh, fiill expofed to temptations and to ftorms: Be 

•• touched 
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** toQched with the melancholy ftaie of the Church, here 
•* below, which has given you birth in Jefus Chrift, and 
** which envies your departure: Entreat the end of her 
" captivity, and her re-union with her fpoufe. From whom 
•* flie is ftill feparated. Thofe who fleep in the Lordp pe- 
•* rilh not for ever : We only quit you on the earth, in or? 
'* der to regain you in a little time with Jefat- ChriA; in 
** the kingdom of the Holy: The .body, which .you are 
^' on the point of leaving a prey to worms and to putrefac- 
*^tion, fhall foon follow you. immortal and glorious. Not 
" a hair ot your head fliall perifli. There (hall remain in 
*' your alhes, a feed of immortality, even to the day of 
*' revelation, when your parched bones (halt be vivified* 
** and again appear more reTplendcnt . than light : What 
** happinefs for you, tabe at laft quit of all the miferies 
■* which flill afflift us, to be no- longer expofed, like your 
«■ brethren, to lofe that God^ wjttpipi you go to. enjoy ; to 
** (hut your eyes, at laft, on all the (candals which grieve 
'^ us ; on that vanity, which feduces us ; on tifofe exam- 
** pies, which lead us aftray ; on thofe attachments, which 
** engrofs us ; and on thofe troubles, which confume us I 
" What happinefs, to quit at laft a place, whene every 
«* thing tires, and every thing fullies us ; where, we are a 
** burden to ourfelves, and where we only exifli, in. order 
** to be unhappy ; and to go to a reCdence of peace, of 
** joy, of quiet, where our only occupation will- be to en« 
•• joy the God whom we love/' 

What blefTed tidings, then, of joy and immortality, to 
this righteous foul! What blefTed arrangement! With 
what peace, what confidence, what thankfgivings, does 
he not accept ! He raifes, like old Simeon, his dying eyes 
to heaven ; and viewing the Lord, who cometh inwardly, 
fays to him, " Break, O my God, when thou pleafeft, 

" thcfc 
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*« there remains oi mortality; thefe feeble ties/ which 
** ftill keep me here : I wait, in peace and in hope the ef* 
«* fe£b of thine eternal promiret." That purified by the 
expiation of an holy and Chriftian life, fortified by the 
lad remedies of the Cbutch^ "waflied in the blood of the 
Lamb, fupported by the hope of the promifes, and ripe 
for eternity, he (huu. his eyes with an holy joy on all Tub- 
lunary creatures : Hh t^hquilly goes to fleep in the Lord, 
and returns to the bofom of that God from whence he 
came. 

My brethren, any obftrvations here would be ufeleHu 
Such is the*dul o£ thofe who have lived in the fear of the 
Lord : Their death is precious before God,' like- their life. 
Such is the deplorable end of thofe, who have neglefied 
him to that laft hour : The death of a finner is abominablp 
tn'.the «yes of the Lord^ equally as thbir-life'. If you live 
in fin, you will die in all theihorrors, and in all thfs ufelefsi 
E^greu of the finner, and .your death Ihall .be to eternal: 
death. If you live in righteoufnefs, you will die in peace;> 
and ia the confidence of tbejuft, and.your death will be 
only a paflage to a blefled immortality. 

Now, to God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghoft, be all honour and gbry, now, henceforth, 
and for cVtnqore. Amen. 
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ON CHARITY^ . 



John vL ta 
Jmd Jefus topk ike loaves^ mmd, wkgn he hmd' giuem 
ihants^ he difiribuUd iJf ike difci^s^ and ike difciflu 
to ikem tktU werefei dqwn^ 

It it not without defign that onr Savioot ftffiftciatei the 
difciples, in the pfodigy of mnkipl^ng the lomrest and 
that he makei uie of their nitniftry in diftributing'the miia* 
culous food among a people prefled with hunger and want*. 
He might, again, no doubt, have made manna to rain upon^ 
the defert, and Tavedtohis difciples the trouble of fo pain- 
ful a diftribution. 

But, mi^( he not, alfo, after ratfing up Lazarus from 
the dead, difpenfed with their afliftance in unloofiog him ? 
Could his Almighty voice, which had juft broken afunder 
the chains of death, have found- any refiftance iirom the ' 
feeble bands which the hand of roan had formed ? It is be- 
caufe he wiflied to point out to them beforehand the facred 
exercife of their miniftry ; the part they were afterwards to 
have in the fpiritual refurre£Uon of finners ; and that what- 
ever they fliould unloofe upoi^the earth Ihould beunloofed 
in heaven. 

Again* 



- Agaiii, when ihefe was j^neffion of piyi^g Iributic to 
Gdar, Ik ni^ have abided the fnne of Peter, by pro* 
dndi^ a piece o£ mkmf out of the bowds ot a£ih : He 
triiQv eren from AoiieB, was able to raUe tt^tdukken of 
Abraham^ might furely with fpitadtx ede fowe otavinted 
them into a precious metal, and thereby fumiflied the 
amouaf df the tribute, due to Cefur i But, in the dia- 
itifisr of Held of: the Church, he meant to te&ch his mi^ 
niiltirs t6 reffkeft thofe in authority ; and, by rcnderii^ 
bbiiour aiid trilnifet to the powers eftabliflied by Gdd* to fet 
an example of fubmifflon to other belifeycrs. 

Thus, m making nfe, upon this occafiott^ o( xht infdt^ 
veniibn of the apoftles to diftribute the loavei to die mul-c 
titnde^ his defign is^ to accu&bn bll bii difciplei.lo ooaa^ 
paffion and liberality towards the unforttinMe : Vk t^ft»r 
UiAes you the minifters of his providence, «nd Aiultiplies 
the riches of the earth in y^ur hands, for the foie purpofe 
of being diflxibnted from thence amonjg that mdltitude of 
unfortunate fellow-creatures which furrouods you. Hci 
do doubt, might nourilh them himfelf, as he formerly nou- 
riflied Paul and El^ah in the defeft ; whbbul ycSUr tacer- 
ferencehe might comfoit thofe crcAuiies whicK bear bit. 
imagf ; he, whofe invifiUe hand pn^ares food even tor the. 
young ravens Wbith invoke him in their want i but he 
wiflies to aflbciate you in the merit of his liberality ; he 
wiflies you to be placed betwixt himfelt and the poor, like. 
refirefliing clouds, always ready to fliower upon them thofe 
fni&ifying ftreams .which you have only received for their 
advantkge. 

Such is the order of his providence ; it was neceffary 
that means of falyation ihonld be provided for all men : 
riches would conrt^ (he heart, it charity were not to 

expiate 
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^ipiate theif abofe ; indigence would Ettigue and. wea« 
Tf'. out' virtue, if the fnccdurs of coinjpaflidn iKOEe kiot 
t& foften its bitternefs ; the poor laciliute t* ibe «ich 
the pardon of their pleafurci ; the rich animate the poor noli 
to lofe the merit of their fufferings. 



Apply yourTdf, then, be whom you may, to all the 
fequence of this gofpel. If jrou groaii under the yoke of 
poverty, the tendemefs and (he'cateof Jefiit Cbrift to- 
wards all the wants of a wandering and nnpiovided people 
will confole you : If bom to opulencct the example of- 
the difciples will now infiru£l you. You will there fee, 
tftlyi The pretexts which they oppofe to the duty of cha-^ 
rity confuted : aitfy. You will leani what ought to be its 
fules. That is to &iy» that irt the 6rft part of this difcourfe 
we fhall efiablifli this duty againft all the vain excufes oi 
avarice ; in the fecond we fliall inftrufi yon in the manner 
of fulfilling it againft even the defefis of charity ; it is the 
mofl* natural inftrufiion with which the hiflory of the gof- 
pel prefents us. 

Part I. — It is fcarcely a matter of controverfy now in 
the world, whether the law ot God make a precept to us 
of charity : Tlie gofpel is fo pointed on this duty ; the 
fpirit and the ground-work of religion lead us fo naturally 
toit ; the idea alone which we have of Providence, in the 
difpenfation of temporal things, leaves fo liule room on 
that point to opinion or doubt, that, though many be ig- 
norant of the extent of this obligation, yet there are al- 
mod none who do not admit of the foundation and prin- 
ciple. 

Who, indeed, is ignorant tl|at the Lord, whofe provi. 
dence hath regulated all thinfgs with an order fo admirable 

and 
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and beautifal, and prepared food even for the bcafta of the 
field; would-never have left men, created after bis ows imaget 
a prey to hunger and indigence, whilft he would liberaUf 
fhower upon a fmall number of happy individuals the blef- 
Cngs of heaven and the fat of the earth, if he had not in- 
tended that the abundance of the one fhould fupply the 
neceffities of the other ? 

Who is ignorant that originally every thing belonged in 
common to all men ; that fimple nature knew neither pro-' 
perty nor portions ; and that, at firft, fhe left each of us 
in pefleflion of the univerfe ? But that in order to put 
bounds to avarice, and to avoid trouble and diflenfions, 
the common confent of the people efiablifhed that the wif- 
eft, the moft humane, and the moft upright, (hould lilg^ 
wife be the moft opulent ; that befides the portion of wealth 
deftined to them by nature, they Ihould aifo be charged 
with that ot the weakeft, to be its depofitaries, and to de« 
fend it againft ufurpation and violence : confequently, 
that they were eftablifhed by nature itfelf as the guardians 
of the unfortunate, and that whatever furplus they had waa 
only the patrimony ot their brethren confided to their cate 
and their equity ? 

Who, laftly, is ignorant that the ties of religioa have 
ftili more firmly cemented the firft bonds of union which 
nature had formed among men ; that the grace of Jefus 
Chrift, which brought forth the firft believers, made of 
them not only one heart and one foul, but alfo one family, 
where the idea of individual property was exploded ; and 
that the gofpel, making it a law to us to love our brethren. 
as ourfelves, no longer permits us to be ignorant of their 
wants, or to be infenfible to their forrows ? 



But 
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Bat it is with the duty of charity as with all the othor 
duties of the law ; in general, the cAIigation is not* even 
in idcip denied s font, doe^ tbe'csrqumftafice of iu fulfil* 
ihent t^e place ? A pretext is never wanting, either to 
difpenTe with it entirely, or at kaft to be quit for a nioietfr 
of the duty. Now« it would af^ear that the fpirit of God 
bath meant to point out to us all thefe pretexts, in the ukj 
fwers which the difciples made to Jefus Chrift in order to 
excufe theitafelvte from affifting the famiihed Dmltimde 
which had follow^ him to the defert. 

In the firft places they remind him, that they had fcarcely 
wherewithal to fupply tbrir own wants ; and tha^ only five 
loaves of barley, and two fifhes remained : behold the firft 
pfctext, made ufe of by covetoufnefii, in oppofition to th« 
daty of compaflion. Scarcely havt they fufficient for 
Ibemfelves ; they have a name. and a rtdk.to fuppoft in ibt 
world ; children to eflablifh ; creditdrs to fatisfy ; publio 
charges to fupport ; a thobfand expences ol piire htat^ 
▼olence, to which attention moft be paid; now, what ift: 
any income, not entirely unlimited, to fuch endlefs de- 
mands ? in this manner, the world continually fpeaks ; Und 
a world the moft brilliant, and the moft fumptuous. 

- Now, I well know, that the limits 6f what is calted a 
fui&ciency, are not the fame for all ftations ; tfait .they ex^ 
tend in proportion to rank and birth ; thbt one ftlor, fays the 
apoftle, muft differ in luftre. frotn another; that,, even 
from the apofiolic ages, men wttt feen in the AiTemblies of 
believers, clothed in robes of diftinfiion, with rings of 
gold, while others, of a more obfcure ftation» were forced 
to content themfelves with the apparel ntceflary to cover 
their nakednefs ; that, confe<}uently, religion doth not con* 
found ftations ; and that, if it forbid thofe who d%irell in 

the 
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dwrp^hosffoi Idngs to bktfflfeininatemtheit manners, and 
• Mecndj.lmmomm their drefi, it doth not at the Tame 
tSsm ftelciSHk ta'thean the jpo^rty, and the fimplicity cff 
(hofe who dav«II in cottagetp or of thofe Who form the 
birer TtttLt of the people 9 I know it; 

Bnti' my brethren, it ia an. inconteftible ferath, thati 
whatever fiirplus you may hav«, belongs not to you ; that 
it- ia the portion of the poor, and, that you ate. entitled to 
conlider as your own only' that proportion of your revenue! 
which ia neceiliry to Aspport that ftation ih which Provi« 
deacehath placed you. I'aflc, then, is it the gofpel, or 
covetoufoeia, which mnft regulate that Aifficiency ? Would 
yod dare to pretend, ' that all thofe vanities, ot which cuf* 
lom has now made a: faw; we to be held in the fight ok 
God; as expences infepiprable from your condition ? That 
everything which flatters, and* is agreeable to you, which 
nooriflies your pride, gi^atifies yburcaprices, and corrupt! 
your heaafl,^ is for that reafoh neceflar^ to you ? That all 
which ybo bcrifice to the fortune of a child, in order to 
mife him above his ancisftors ; all which you rifli in gaming 9 
that luxuay, which either fuits not your birth, or is aar 
ahufe of it : would yov dare to pretend, that aD* thefe have 
inconteftible chimaon your revenues, which are to be pre** 
ipred to thofe of charity ? Laftly, Would you dare tor 
pretend^ that, becaufeyour father, perhaps obfcure, and- 
of ' the loweft rank, nay have left to you all his wealth, ' and' 
perhQ>s hb crimes, you are entitled to forget your family, 
and' the hdufe of yoiir father^ in order to mingle with the 
hagheft ranks, and to fupport thefame-edal, becaufe, ' you- 
arc enabled to fupport the fame expence ? 

! if (his be the cafe, my brethren; it you confidcf as' a 

furplus only, that i^bich majF ofcape from yoof pleaf ure^ 
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'Mnn jov €xtiivjgancicSv ind fibiii yoor ciprioBBy^^csfiEi 
ksve only to be volapliiaiis« capricious^ diOdute and 
prodigal, in order to be wliolljr difpenred from the dotf 
of charity. The more pafliom 700 (hall have to fadaff, 
the more will your obligation to charity diminiih ; and 
your cxcefles. which the Lord hath commanded yon 
to expiate by afis of coinpafliony will themfelves becone 
a privilege to difpenre yourfdves From them. There muft 
oeceflarily, therefore* be fome mie here to obferve, and 
fome limita to appoint ourfelves, different from thoTe of 
avarice: and behold it, my brethren, the rule of bith. 
Whatever tendi to nourilh only the life of the fenfes, to 
lauer the palEoni, to countenance the vain pomp and 
abufes of the world, is fuperfluous to a Chriftian ; thefe 
are what you ought to retrench, and to fet apart ; thefe are 
the funds and the heritage of the poor ; you are only their 
depofitariei, and you cannot encroach upon them, without 
ulqipation and injiiftice. The gofpel reduces to very little 
the Efficiency of a Chriftian, however exalted in the worid ; 
fdigion, retrenches much from the expences ; and did we 
live all according to the rules of faith, our wants, which 
would no longer be multiplied by our paflions, would ftill 
be fewer : the greateft part of our wealth, would be found 
entirely ufelefs ; and as in the firft age of faith, indigence 
would no longer grieve the church, nor be feen among 
believers. Our expences continually increale, becaufe 
our paffions are every day multiplied ; the opulence of 
our fathers is no longer to us but an uncomforuble pov. 
erty; and our great riches can no longer fuflice, be« 
caofe nothing can fatisfy thofe who refufe themfelves 
nothing. 

And in order to give this tnith all the extent which the 
iubjeA in queftion demands, I alk you, 2dty^ Do the ele- 
vation 
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vition and abundance in which you are born difpenfe you 
from finipHcity, frugality, modefty, and holy refiraint : 
By being bom great, you are not the lefs Chriftians. In 
vain, like thofe Ifraelites inthedefert, have you amafTcd 
snore manna than your brethren ; you cannot preferve for 
your ufe' more than the meafure prefcribed by the law. 
Were it not Jo« our Saviour would have forbidden pomp, 
luxur}', and worldly pleafures, but to the poor and unfor- 
tunate ; thofe to whom the mifery of their condition ren- 
ders needlefs that defence. 

Now, this grand truth admitted ; if, according to the 
rule of laith it be not peiinitted to you, to employ your 
riches in the gratification of your appetites ; it the rich be 
obliged to bear the crofs, continually to renounce them- 
felves, and to look for no confolation in this world, equal- 
Jy as the poor ; what can the defign of Providence have 
been, in pouring upon you all the riches oi the earth? 
And, what advantage could even accrue to you, from them ? 
Could it be in order to adminifter to your irregular defires ? 
But, you are no lot^ger bound to theflefli, to live according 
to the flefh. Could it be in order to fupport the pride of 
rank and birth ? But, whatever you give to vanity, you 
cut off from charity. Could it be for the purpofe of hoard- 
ing up for your pofierity ? But your treafure (hould be on- 
ly in heaven. Could it be in order that you might pafs 
your life more agreeably ? But if you weep not, if you 
fuiFer not, if you combat not, you are loft. Could it be 
in order to attach you more flrongly to the world ? But 
the Chriftian is not of this world : he is a citizen of the 
age to come. Could it be for the purpofe of aggrandif- 
ing your pofTeffions and your inheritances? But, you 
would never aggrandife but the place of your exile; and 
the gain of the whole world would be vain, if you there- 
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by loft your fotil. Could it be that yotir ubie might be 
loaded with themoft exquifite diflies ? But, you well know, 
that the gofpel forbids a life of fenfuality and voluptuouf- 
nefsy equally to the rich, as to the indigent. Review all 
the advantages, which according to the world, you can 
reap from your profperity, and you will find almoft the 
whole of them forbidden by the law of God. 

It has not, therefore, been his defign, that they fliould 
be merely for your own purpofes, when he multiplied in 
your hands the riches of the earth. It is not for yourfeli 
that you are born to grandeur ; it is not for yourfelf, as 
Mordecai formerly faid to the pious Efiher, that the Lord 
hath exalted you to this point of profperity and grandeur; 
it is for the fake of his aiQi£led people ; it is to be the pro- 
te£lor of the unfortunate. If you fulfil not the intentions 
of God, with regard to you, continued that wife Ifraelite, 
lie will employ fome other, who (hall more faithfully ferve 
him ; he will transfer to them that crown which was in« 
tended for you ; he will elfewhere provide the enlargement 
and deliverance of his afilx£led people ; for he will not per- 
mit them to perifh ; but you and your father's houfe (hall 
perifh. In the defigns of the Almighty, you therefore are 
but the mini(lers of his providence, towards thofe who ful« 
fer ; your great riches are only facred depofits, which his 
goodnefs hath entrufted to your care, for f<^curity againft 
ufurpation and violence, and in order to be more fafely 
preferved for the widow and the orphan : your abundance, 
in the order of his wifdom, is deftined only to fupply their 
necelTities ; your authority, only to prote£l them ; your 
dignities, only to avenge their interefts ; your rank only 
to confole them by your good ofEces ; whatfoever you be, 
you are it only for them ; your elevation, would no longer be 
the work of God, and he would have curfed you, in be- 

ilowing 
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flowing on you all the richei of the. earth, had he given 
them to you lot any other ufe. 

. Ah! alledge then no more to us, as an excufe for your 
hardheartedneb towards your bi^hred, wants which are 
condetnned by the law of God ; rather jiiflify his provi- 
dence- cowards all who Ijifier ; by entering into his order, 
let them bioW):that there is a God for them, as well a$ for 
you ; and make them blefs the adorable defigns of his wif- 
dom, in the difpenfation of earthly things, which hath fup* 
plied them through your abundance, with fuch refourccs 
of confolation* 

. ' But, beGdes, what can the fmall contributions required 
from you netrencb tromthofe wants, the urgency of which 
you.tell us fo much ? The Lord eyafieth not from you 
any part of your poOeffions and heritages, though they be- 
long wholly to him, and he hath aright to defpoil you of 
.them* He leaveth you tranquil pofleflbrs, of thofe lands, 
of thofe palaces, which diftinguifli you ' in your people, 
and with which the piety of your anceftors formerly en- 
jriched our temples : He doth not command ,you, like iht 
young man of the gofpel, to renounce all, to diftribute 
your whole wealth among the poor, and to follow him : 
He maketh it not a law to you, as formerly to the firft be- 
lievers, to bring all your riches to the feet of your paf- 
tors : He doth not ftrike you with anathema, as formerly 
Ananias, and Saphira, for daring to. retain only a portion ol 
that wealth which they had received frpm their anceftors ; 
you, who only owe the aggrandifement of fortunes per- 
haps to public calamities, or other fliameful means of ac- 
quirement : He confenteth, that, as the prophet fays, you 
Ihall call the land by your iiame; ^and.that ypu tranfmit to 
jrour pofterity thofe poflefBons yfhich you- have inherited 
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from your ancellors : He wifheth; that you lay apart, only 
a portion for the unfortunate, whom he leaveth in indi- 
gence : He wilhetb, that while in the luxur}* and fplendour 
ot your apparel, you bear the nourifliment oi a whole peo- 
ple of unfortunate fellow-Greatures, you have wherewith to 
cover the nakednefs of hii fervanti, who languifh in po* 
verty, and know not where to repofe their head : He wifli- 
eth, that from thofe tables of voIuptuoufneTs, where your 
great riches are fcarcely fufficient to fupply your fenfuali ty, 
and the protufions of an extravagant delicacy, you drop 
at leaft a portion, for the relief of the Lazarufes prefled 
with hunger and want : He wiflieth that, while paintings 
of the moft abfurd and the mod boundlefs price are feen to 
cover the walls of your palaces, your revenues may fuf- 
fice to honour the living images of your God : He wifli- 
eth, in a word, that, while nothing is fpared towards the 
gratification of an inordinate paflion for gaming, and eve- 
ly thing is on the veige of being for ever fvfallowed up in 
that gulph, you come not to calculate your expences, to 
meafure your ability, toalledge to us the mediocrity of your 
fortune, and the embarraflment of your aflfairs, when there 
is queflion of conloling an aiflided Chriilian. He wifh- 
cth it ; and with reafon doth he not wifli it ? What ! You 
fliall be rich for evil, and poor for good ! Your revenues 
(hall be amply fufficient to effe£l your deftru6lion, and they 
fliall not fuffice to fave your foul and to purchafe heaven ? 
And, becaufe you carry felf-love to the extreme, every bar- 
barity of heart fhould be permitted you towards your un- 
fortunate brethren ? 

But, whence comet it that, in this fingle circumftance, 

you wilh to lower the opinion that the world has of your 

riches ? Ob every other occafion you wifh to be thought 

powerful; you give yourfelves out as fuch; you even 

^. frequently 
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frequently conceal, under appearances oi the greateft 
fplendour, afiairs already ruined, merely to Tupport the 
vain reputation of wealth. This vanity, then, does not 
abandon you but when you are put in remembrance of the 
duty of compaffion; not fatisfied, then, with confeffing 
the mediocrity of your fortune, you exaggerate it, and 
fordidnefs triumphs in your heart, not only over truth, but 
even ov er vanity. Ah I the Lord formerly reproached to 
the angel of the church of Sardis, ** Becaufe thou fayeft, 
V I am rich, and increafed with goods, and have- heed of 
'* nothing ; and knoweft not that in my fight thou art 
** wretched, and miferable, and poor, and blind, and na- 
^* ked." But, at prefent he ought, with regard to you, to 
change that reproach, and tofay, '* Oh ! you complain that 
** you are poor and deftitute of every thing, and you will 
** not fee that you are rich and loaded with wealth ; and 
^* that, in times when almoft all around you fufler, you 
** alone want for nothing in my fight." 

This is the fecond pretext made ufe of in oppofition to 
the duty of charity ; the general poverty. Thus the difci- 
pies reply, in the fecond place, to our Saviour, as an ex- 
cufe for notaffifting the iamiihed multitudcf that the place 
is defert and barren, that it is now late, and that he ought to 
fend away the people that they might go into the country 
round about, and into the villages, and buy themfelves 
bread, for they had nothing to eat. A frefli pretext they 
make ufe of to difpenfe themfelves from compaffion ; the 
mifery of the times, the ilerility and irregularity of the 
feafons. 

But, tflly^ Might not our Saviour have anfwered to the 
difciples, as a holy father fays^ It is becaufe the place is 
barren and defert, and that this people knows not where 

to 
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to find food to alUy their hunger, that they (hould not be 
fent away fading, left their ftrength fail them by the' way f 
And behold, my brethren, what I might alfo reply to you ; 
the times are bad, the feafons are unfavourable : Ah ! for 
that very reafon you ought to enter with a more feeling 
concern, with a more lively and tender anxiety, into the 
wants of your fellow-creatures. « If the place be derert 
and barren even for you, what mtfi it be for fo many un- 
fortunate people ? It -you, with air your refources, feelfo 
much the mifery of the times, what muft they not fufier, 
tbofe who are deftitute of every comfort ? If the plagues 
oi Egypt obtrude even into the. palaces of the great, and of 
Pharaoh, what muft be. the defolation in the hut of the 
poor and of the labourer? If .the princes of Ifraei, at- 
flifled in Samaria, no longer find confolation in their pala- 
ces, to what dreadful extremities muft the common people 
not be reduced? Reduced, alas! perhaps like that unfor- 
tunate mother, not to nourifh herfeU with the blood of 
her child, but to make her innocence and her foul the 
melanchdy price oi her neceflity. 

But, befides, thefe evils with which we are afflided, 
and of which you fo loudly complain, are the puniftiment 
of your hardnefs towards the poor ; God avengeth upon 
your pofTeffions the iniquitous ufe to which you apply 
them ; it is the cries and the groanings of the unfortunate 
whom you abandon which draw down the vengeance of 
Heaven upon your lands and territories. It is in thefe times, 
then, of public calamity, that .you ought to hafien to ap- 
peafe the anger of God, by the abundance of your chari- 
ties ; it is then that, more than ever, you fhould intereft 
the poor in your behalf. Alas ! you bethink yourfelves, 
of addreflling your general fupplications to the Almighty, 
through thefe to obtain more favourable feafons» the cefla- 

tion 
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tion ot. public calamities, and the return ot peace and 
abundance ; but it is not tbcre alone that your views and 
your prayers ought to be carried ; you can never expe£l: 
that the Almighty will attend to your diftrefles, while you 
remain callous to thofe oi your fellow-creatures ; you have 
hcHb on the earth the maAers of the winds and of the fea- 
fons ; addrefs yourfelves to the poor and the afflified ; it is 
they who have, as I may fay, the keys of heaven ; it is 
their prayers which regulate the times and feafons ; which 
bring back to us days of peace or of mifery ; which arreft 
or attrafi the bleffings of heaven : for, abundance is giveti 
to the earth, only for their confolation ; and it is only on 
their account that the Almighty puniflieth, or is bountiful 
to you. 

But, completely to confuteyou, my brethren, you who fo 
fironglyalledgetous theevilof the times, does the pretend- 
ed rigour of thefe times retrench any thing from your plea* 
fures ? What do your paflions fuffer from the public ca- 
lamities ? If the misfortune of the times oblige you to re* 
trench from your expences, begin with thofe of which re. 
ligion condemns the ufe ; regulate your tables, your appa- 
rel, your amufements, your followen, and your edifices, 
according to the gofpel ; let your retrenchings in charity 
at leaft only follow the others ; leflen your crimes before 
you begin to diminifh from your duties. When the Al- 
mighty ftrikes with Aerility, the kingdoms of the earth, it is 
his intention to deprive the great and the powerful of all 
occafions of debauchery and excefs ; enter then into the 
order of his juftice, and his wifdom ; confider yourfelves 
as. public criminals, whom the Lord chaftifeth by public 
punifliments ; fay to him, like David, when he beheld 
the hand of the Lord weighing down his people, '* Lo, I 
have finned, and have done wickedly ; but tbefe flieep, 

what 
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what have they done T Let thine band, I pray thee, be 
againft me and againft my father's faourc." 

Behold your model ; by terminating your diforders, ter- 
minate the caufe of the public evils ; in the perfons of 
the poor, offer up to God the retrenchment of your plei- 
fures and of your profufions» as the only righteous and 
acceptable facrifice which is capable of difarming his an- 
ger ; and ieeing thefe fcourges fait upon the earth, only 
in punifliment ot the abufes which you have made of your 
abundance, bear you likewife, in leflening thefe abufes, 
their anguifli and bittemefs. But, that the public misfor- 
tunes fhould be perceivable neither in the fplendour and 
pride of your equipages, nor in the fenfuality of your re^- 
pafis, nor in the magnificence ot your palaces, nor in 
your rage for gaming and every criminal pleafure, but 
folely in your inhumanity towards the poor ; and that eve- 
ry thing abroad, the theatres, the profane alTeinblies ot 
every defcription, the public feflivals, fhould continue 
with the fame vigour and animation, while charity alone 
(hall be chilled ; that luxury fhould every day increafc, 
while compafTion alone fhall diminifh ; that the world and 
•Satan fhould lofe nothing through the mifery of the times, 
while Jefus Chrift albne fhould fuffer in his affliCled mem- 
bers ; that the rich, fheltered in their opulence, fhould fee 
only from atar the anger of Heaven, while the poor and the 
innocent fhall become the melancholy viQims : Great God ! 
thou wouldft then overwhelm only the unfortunate, in 
fending thefe fcourges upon the earth ! Thy fole intention 
then (hould be to complete the deftru3ion of thofe mifera- 
ble wretches, upon whom thy hand has already been fo hea- 
vy in bringing them forth to penury and want. The pow. 
erful of Egypt ihould alone be exempted by the extermi- 
nating angel, while thy whole wrath would fall upon the 

afRiaed 
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affli£led tfraelite, upon his poor and unprovided roof, and 
even marked with the blood oi the Lamb. Yes, my bre. 
thren, the public calamities are deftined to punifh only the 
rich and powerful ; and the rich and the powerful are 
ihofe who alone fufier not ; on the contrary, the public 
eiib, in multiplying the unfortunate, furnilh an additional 
pietext towards difpenfing themfelves from the duty of 
cpmpa^ffion. 

. Laft excufe of the difciples, founded on the great num- 
ber of tbf people, who had followed our Saviour into the 
defert : Thefe people are fo numerous, faid they, that two 
hundred penny-worth of bread is not fufficient for them, 
fiM every one may take a little. Laft pretext, which they 
oppofe to the duty of charity : The multitude of the poor, 
.ye^, my brethren, that which ought to excite and to ani- 
mate charUy«.extinguiihes it : the multitude of the unfor- 
tunate, hardens you to their wants : the more the duty in- 
creafes, the more do you think yourfelves difpenfed from 
its praflice, and you become cruel, by having too many 
pccafions of being charitable. 

:'f . ;. . 

. .But, ii^ thefirft place, whence comes, I pray you, this 
fcnultiiude of poor, of which you fo loudly complain ? I 
Juiow that the misfortune of the times may increafe their 
number : but wars, peftilences, and irregularity of feafons, 
ail of which we at prefent experience, have happened in 
all ages: the calamities we behold, are not. unexampled ; 
our forefathers have witnefled them, and even much more 
melancholy and dreadful ; civil diflentions, the father 
armed againft the child, the brother againft brother ; coun- 
tries ravaged and laid wafte by their own inhabitants ; the 
kingdom a prejr to foreign enemies ; no perfon in fafety un- 
der his own roof; we fee not thefe miferics ; but have 
Vol. L R r they 
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they Teen what we witnefs ? fo many public» and conceal- 
ed mireries ? fo many families worn out 7 fo many citizens, 
formerly diftingaiOied, now low in the duft, and confound- 
ed with the meanefi of the people ? Arts become almoft 
ufelefs ? The image of hunger and death fpread over the 
cities, and over the fields 7 What flail I fay ? So wmf 
hidden iniquities, brought every day to h'ght, the dreadful 
confequences of defpair, and horrible neceifity 7 Whence 
comes this, my brethren 7 Is it not from a luxury, unknown 
to our fathers, and which engluts every thing 7 firoih your 
expences, which know no bounds, and* which neceflarily 
drag along with them the exrinfiioh of charity 7 '-- 

Ah ? was the primitive church not perfecuted, defolated, 
and afflified 7 Do the calamities of ourage bear any comgpa- 
rifon with the horrors of thofe times' ? PrdFcriptton ot pro- 
perty, exilement, and imprifonmcnt were then daily ; the 
moft burdenfome charges of the flate, fell upon -thofe Who 
were fufpe6led of Chriftianity : in a word, fo many cala- 
mities wtre never beheld ; and nevertbelefs, there was no 
poor among them, fays St Luke, nor any that lacked. Ah I 
It is, becaufe riches of fimplicity, fprung up even from 
their poverty itfelf, according to the expreflion of the ajpof- 
tie; it is, becaufe they gave accordinfg to tlieir means, and 
even beyond them : it is, becaufe the moft difiaiht provinl 
^es, through the care of the apoftolic minifters, flowed 
Ilreams of charity, for the confolation of their afflifted 
brethren in Jerufalem, more expofed than the reft to the 
rage and hatred of the fynagogue. 

But more than all that, it is, becaufe the moft power- 
ful of the primitive believers were adorned with modefty ; 
slhd that our great riches are now fcarcely fufiicient tofup. 
port that monfirous luxury, of which cuftom has made a 
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liw to ut ; it is» Aat their feftivals were tepafts of fobnety 
and charity ; and that the holy abftinence itfelf, which we 
•celebrate, cannot xaoderate among U9, .the prof ufions, and 
Ahe excefliu of the uble, and of feafts ; it is» that having 
ao fixed city here below, they did not exhauil themfelves 
iiljlonning brilliant eftablilhnients, in order to render their 
names illuilrioui, Xq exalt their pofterity, and to ennoble 
their own obfcurity and meannefs ; they thought only of 
iecuring to themfelves a better eftabliihment in the ccleftial 
country ; and thai at prefent no one is contented with his 
ftation ; every one wiihes to mount higher than his ancef- 
lors, and that their patrimony is only employed in buying ti* 
ties and dignities* which may obliterate their name and the 
meannefs of their origin: in a word, it is becaufe the fru- 
gality of thefe firA believers conftituted the whole wealth 
of their afflided brethren, and that at prefent our profufions 
occafion all their poverty and want* It is our exceffes then, 
my brethren, and our hardnefs of heart towards them, 
which multiply the number of tlie unfortunate : excufe 
no more then, on that head, the failing of your charities ; 
that would be making your guilt itieU your excufe. Ah ! 
you complain that die poor overburden you ; but they 
would have reafon in retorting the charge one day againfl: 
you : do not then accufe them for your infeofibility ; and 
reproach them not, with that, which they undoubtedly 
fliall one day reproach to you, before the tribunal of Jefus 
Chrift. 

If each of you were, according to the advice of the apofilc} 
to appropriate a certain portion of your wealth towards the 
fubfiftence oi the poor ; it, in the computation of yourex« 
pences, and of your revenues, this article were to be always 
regarded as the moft facred, and the mod inviolable one : 
Then £bould we quickly fee the number of the afflified to 

diminifli : 
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diminifli : Wc flioald foon fee renewed in the church, that 
peace» that happinefs, and that chearful equality, which 
reigned among the firft Chriftians ; we ihould no longer 
behold with forrow, that monftrous difproportion, which 
elevating the one, places him on the pinnacle of profperity 
and opulence, while the other crawls on the ground, ttd 
groans in the gulph of poverty and affliSion : no longer 
ihould there be any unhappy, except the impious, among 
ut ; no fecret miferies, except thofe which fin operates in 
the foul ; no tears, except thofe of penitence ; no fighs; 
but for heaven ; no poor, but thofe blefled difciples of 
the gofpel, who renounce all to follow their Mailer : Our 
cities would be the abode of innocence and compaffion ; 
religion, a commerce of charity ; the earth, the image of 
heaven, where in difierent degrees of glory, each is equal* 
]y happy ; and the enemies ot faith would again, as for- 
merly, be forced to render glory to God, and to confefs 
that there is fomething of divine in religion which is ca- 
pable of uniting men together in a manner fo new. 

But, in what the error here confiAs, is, that in the prac- 
tice, nobody confiders charity as one of the mofl: eflential 
obligations of ChriAianity : confequently, they have no 
regulation on that point : if feme bounty be beftowed, it 
is always arbitrary; and however fmall it be, they are 
equally fatisfied with themfelves, as if they had even gone 
beyond their duty. 

Befides, when you pretend to excufc the fcantincfs of 
your charities, by faying that the number of the poor is end- 
lefs ; what do you believe to fay ? you fay that your obliga- 
tions, with refpeft to them, are become only more indifpen- 
fible; that your compaflion ought to increafe in proportion 
as their wants increafe ; and that you contra£l new debts^ 

whenever 
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whenever any increare of fortune takes place on the earth* 
It is then, my brethren, it is dhring thefe public calamities, 
that you ought to retrench even from expences, which at 
any other period might be permitted, and which might even 
be proper; it is then, that you ought, to confider yourfelves 
butas the principal poor, and to take as a charity whatever you 
take for yourfelves ? it is then that you are no longer, either 
grandee, man in ofiEce, diftinguiflied citizen, or woman of 
illuftrious birth; you are fimply believer, member of Jefus 
Chrifi, brother of every a£9ified Chrifiian. 

And furely, fay: while that cities and provinces are 
ftruck with every calamity ; that men created after the im. 
age of God, and redeemed with his whole blood, browfe 
like the animal, and through their neceflity go to fearch* in 
the fields a food which nature has not intended for man« 
and which to them becomes a food of death ; would you 
have the refolution to be the only one exempted from the 
general evil ? While the face of a whole kingdom is chang- 
ed, and that cries and lamentations alone are heard around 
your fuperb dwelling ; would you preferve within the 
fame appearance of happinefs, pomp, tranquillity, and op- 
ulence ? And where, then, would be humanity, reafon, 
religion ? In a pagan republic*, you would be held as a bad 
citizen ; in a fociety of fages, and worldly as a foul, vile, 
fordid, without nobility, without generofity, and without 
elevation ; and in the church of Jefus Chrift, in what light, 
think you, can you be held ? Oh ! As a monfter, unwor- 
thy of the name of Chriftian which you bear, oi that faith, 
in which you glorify yourfelf, of the facrament which 
you approach, and even at entry into our temples whera 

you 

*«• Tliii difeonrfe wu promwiiced in 17091 when Fnnct Wu almoft de* 
M foUted by wtr, pcftiknce, tnd famine." 
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]FOu coitte, feeing all chefe are the facred fymboli of that 
union, wiiich ought to euA^mong believers. • 

Nererthdefi, the band of the Lord is extended over our 
people, in the cities and in the provinces ; jon know ift^ 
and you lament it : Heaven is deaf to the crks of this af- 
flified . kingdom ; wretchednefs, poverty, defolation, and 
death, walk every where before us. Now, do any of 
Ibofe excefles of charity ^ome at prcfeut a law of pru« 
dence and juftioe, efcape.you ? Do you take upon your« 
felves any part oi the calamities of your brethren ? What 
fliall I fay ? Do you not perhaps take advantage of the 
public mifery ? Do you not perhaps turn the general po- 
verty to a barbarous profit ? Do you not perhaps icomplete 
the ftripping of the unfortunate, in affefiing to hold out to 
(hem an affifting hand ? And* are you unacquainted with 
the inhuman art, of deriving individual profit, even from 
the tears and the neceffiues of your brethren ? Bowels of 
iron, when you fliall be filled, you fliall burft afunder; 
your felicity itfelf fiiall conftitute your punifliment, and 
the Lord will fliower down upon you his war and his 
wrath. 

My brethren, how dreadful fliall be the prefencc of the 
poor before the tribunal of Jefus Chrift, to the greateft part 
of the rich in this world ! How powerful fliall be thefe 
accufers ! And how little fliall remain for you to fay, when 
they fliall reproach to you the fcantinefs of the fuccour 
which was required to foften and to relieve their wants : 
that a fingle day, cut o£F from your protufions, would have 
fttfficed to remedy the indigence of one oi their years ; 
that it was their own property which you withheld, fince 
whatever you had, beyond a fufiiciency, belonged to 
them ; that confequently, you have not only been cruel, 

but 
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but alfo unjofty in refufing it to tbem ; but tbat, after all, 
your bardheartednefs has fervcd only to exercife their pa- 
tience, and to render them more worthy of immortality, 
while you, forever deprived of-tbofe riches, which you 
were unwiilmg to lodge in fafety in the bofom of the 
poor; fliall receive for your portion only the curfe prepar- 
ed for thofe who fhall have feen Jcfus Chrift fiufiering 
liunger, tbirft, and nakednefs in his members, and (haD 
not have relieved him. Such is the illufionof the pretexts 
employed to difpenfe themfelves from the duty oi charity ; 
let us now determine the rules to be obferved, in fulfil- 
ling it ; and, after having defended this obligation againft 
all the'varn extufes of avarice, let us endeavour to fave it 
from even the defefis of charity. 

Part il. Not to found the trumpet in order to attraQ the 
public attention in the compaffionate oiEces which we ren- 
der to our brethren; tp oblerve an order even ot juftice 
in charity,' and not to prefer the wants of Grangers to thofe 
with .'whom we arc comiefled ; to appear feeling fpr the 
inisfortuhe; and to know how to footh the afflified by our 
lendernefs and a&bifity, as well as by our bounty; in a 
word, .to And>oul» by. our vigilance and attention, the fe- 
crct of- Ibeir Aattc ; behoM the rules which the prefent ex* 
ample ot'eur^ Saviour rprefcrribea to us in the pnl£lice of 
compadim. -'- 

' 'ifliyi He went up into a defert and hidden pUce; fays 
the^gofpel;- be afeended a mountain, where hclcated him- 
feif witblui'fitfciplcs. His defign, according to the holy 
interpreter^ was: torconceal from the ryes of the neigh- 
bouring villages the miracle of multiplying the loaves, and 
to have no witaefltts of his compafliion except thofe who 

were 
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were to reap the fruits of it. Firft in&ru£liont and firft 
rule; tbefecrecy ot charity. 

Yes, my brethreiit how may fruits of compaflion are 
every day blafied in the fight of God, by the fcorching 
wind of pride and vain oftentation 1 How many charities 
loft for eternity ! How many treafures, which were be- 
lieved to have been fafely lodged in the bofoai of the poor, 
and which (hall one day appear corrupted with vermin, and 
rconfumed with ruft ! 

In truth, thofe grofs and bare-faced hypocrites are rare . 
.which openly vaunt to the world the merit of their pious 
exertions ; pride is more, cunning, and it never altogether 
unmaflcs itfeli ; but, how diminutive is the number of thofe 
who, moved with- the true zeal' ot charity, like our Sa* 
'-viour, feek out folitary and private places to beftow, and, 
^at the fame, to conceal their holy gifts ! We now fee only 
that oftentatious zeal, which nothing but neceflities of eclat 
can intereft, and which pioufly wifliei to make the public 
acquainted with every gift ; they will Ibmetimes, it is true, 
adopt meafures to conceal theni, but they are not forry 
-when an indifcretion betrays them ; they will not perhaps 
court the public attention, but they are delighted whea 
the public attention furprifes them, and tbey;almoftconr 
fider as loft any liberality which remains concealed. 

Alas ! our temples and our altars, are they not every 
where marked with the gifts and with the nimes of their 
beoefafiors ; that is to fay, are they not the'public monu- 
ments of our forefathers and our own vanity ? If the in* 
vifible eye of the heavenly Father alone was meant to have 
witnefled them, to what purpofe all that vain oftentation ? 

Are 
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Are yoti afraid that the Lord forget your offerings ? If 
Jfou wilh oftly to pleafe him, why expofc your gifts to any 
other eye? Why thefe titles and thefc infcriptions which 
immortalife, on facred walls, your gifts and your pride ? 
Was it not fufficient that they were written even by the 
hand of Ood in the book of life ? Why engrave on a pe- 
filhable marble the merit of a deed, which charity would 
Have rendered itnmorul ? 

Solomon, after having completed the moft fuperb and the 
tnoft magnificent temple of whkh the earth could ever 
. boaft, engraved the awful name of the Lord alone upon it, 
Without prefuming to mingle any memorial of the grandeat 
of his race with thofe 6( the eternal majefty of the Kin^ 
of kings. We give an appellation of piety to this cuftom i 
it is thought that thefe public monuments excite the libe- 
rality of believers. But the Lord, hath he charged your 
Vairity With the care of attraCltng gifts to his altars ? And 
hath he permitted you to depart from modelly in order to 
make jronr brethren more charitable ? Alas ! the mofl pow- 
erful amotig the primitive believers carried humbly, as the 
tnoft obfcure, their patrimony to the ieet of the apoRles : 
They beheld with an holy joy their names and their wealth 
tonfounded among thofe of their brethren who had lefs than 
they to offer ; they were not then diftinguiflied in the af. 
fembly of the faithful in proportion to their gifts ; honours 
and precedency were not yet the price of gifts and offer- 
ings, and they knew better than to exchange the eternal re- 
compence which they awaited from the Lord for any frivo* 
lous glory they could receive from men: and now the 
church has not privileges enough to fatisfy the vanity of 
her henefaAors ; their places are marked out in the fan6luary ; 
their tombs appear even under the altar, where only the 

Vol. L S s afhes 
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aflics of martyn fhould repofe. Cuftom, it ia true^ an* 
thorifes this abufe ; but cuftom does not always juftify 
what it authoriles. 

Charity, my brethren, is that fweet-fmelling favour of 
Jefus Cbrift which vanifheit ^d b extinguilhed from the 
■aoment that it is expo{ed. I mean not that public afii of 
compaflion are to be refrained from : We owe the edifica- 
tion and example of them to our brethren ; it is proper that 
they fee our works ; but we ought not ourfelves to fee 
them, and our left hand fliould be ignorant of what our 
right beftows ; even thofe a&ions which duty renders the 
mofi fliining ought always to be hidden in the preparation 
of the heart ; we ought to entertain a kind of jealoufy of 
the public view on their account, and to believe their pu- 
rity in fafety only when tBey are expofed to the eyes of 
God alone. Yes, my brethren, thofe liberalities which 
have flowed moftly in fecret reach the bofom of God 
much more pure than others, which, even contrary to our 
wiihes, having been expofed to the eyes of men, become 
troubled and defiled, as I may fay, in their courfe, by the 
inevitable flatteries of felf-love, and by [the applaufes of 
the beholders ; like thofe rivers which have flowed moflly 
under ground, and which pour their ftreams into the ocean 
pure, and undefiled, while, on the contrary, thofe which 
have traverfed plains and countries, expofed to the day, 
carry there, in general, only muddy waters, and drag along 
with them the wrecks, carcafles, and flime, which they 
have amafled in their courfe. Behold, then, the firft rule 
of charity which our Saviour here lays down ; tofliun (hew 
and oftentation in all works of compaflion ; to be unwilling 
to have your name mentioned in them, either on account 
of the rank which you may there hold, or irom the glory 

of 
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of having been the firft promoter, or from the noife which 
they may make in the world, and not to lofe upon the earth 
that which charity had amaflfed only for heaven. 

The fecond circumfiance which I remark in our gofpel 
is, that no one of all the multitude who prefent themfelvei 
to Jefus Chrift is rejefied ; all are indifcriminately relieved ; 
and we do not read that, with regard to them, our Saviour 
hath ufed any diftin&ion or preference. Second rule: 
charity isuniverfal; it baniflies thofe capricious liberalities 
which feem to open the heart to certain wants, only in or- 
der to ihut it againft all others. You find perfons in the 
world who, under the pretexts ot having dated charities 
and places deftined to receive them, are callous to all other 
wants. In vain would you inform them that a family is on 
the brink of ruin, and that a very fmall afliDance would ex- 
tricate it ; that a young perfon hangs over a precipice, and 
muft neceflarily periOi, if fome friendly and aflifting hand 
be not held out ; that a meritorious and ufeful eftabliOiment 
muft fail, if not fupported by a renewal of charity ; thefe 
are not neceflities after their tafie ; and in placing elfewhere 
fome trifling bounties, they imagine to have purchafed the 
right ot viewing with a dry eye and an indifferent heart 
every other defcription of mifery. 

I know that charity hath its order and its meafure ; that 
in its pra£lice it.ought to ufe a proper diftin£lion ; that juflice 
requires a preference to certain wants ; but I would not 
have that methodical charity, it I may thus fpeak, which, 
to a point, knows where to flop ; which has its days, its 
places, its perfons, and its limiu ; which, beyond thefe, 
is cruel, and can fettle with itfelf, to be affeSted only in 
certain times and by ceruin wants. Ah ! are we thus raaf- 
lers of our hearts when we truly love our brethren ? Can 

we 
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^we at our will. in)|rk out to ourfelvcir tht (loiii^nts of 
warmth and of indifference ? Charity, that holv lovq, is it 
fo regular wlien it trqly inflames the heart ? Has it not, if 
I may fay fo, its tranfports and its exceffesj^ And do not 
bccalions fooieciiQes occur fo truly affe£ling» that did but a 
(ingle fpark ,of charity exift in your heart, it would Ihcw 
Itfelf, and in the iolbuit would open your bowels of com^ 
pafBon and .your riches to your brother ? 

I would not have that rigidly circumfpeQ charity, which 
is never done with its fcrutiny and which always miftruiU 
the truth of the necefBties laid open to it. See if in that 
multitude which our Saviour filleth, he apply himfelf to 
feparate tbofe whom idlenefs or the fole hope of corporeal 
pouriflunent had perhaps attra£led to the defert^ an^ who 
might ilill have had fufficient flrength left to go and fearch for 
food in the neighbouring villages ; no one is exfrepted from 
bis divine bounty. Is the being reduced to feign wretch* 
cdnefs not a fufiBcient mifery of itfelf ? Is it not preferable 
to aflift fi£litiou8 'wants, rather than to run the rifle of re* 
iufing to real and melancholy obje£ls of compaflion? 
When an impoftor fhould even deceive your charity, where 
is the lofs ? Is it not always Jefus Chrift who receives it 
from your hand ? And is your recompenfe attached to the 
abufe which may be made of your bounty, or to the inten- 
tion itfelf which beflows it ? 

From this rule there fprings a third, laid down in the 
hiflory of our gofpel, at the fame time with the other two ; 
it 15, that not only ought charity to be univerfaj, but like- 
wife mild, affable, and compafSonate. Jefus Chrift be- 
holding thefe people wandering and unprovided at the 
foot of the mountain, is touched with compaflion ; he is af« 
ledcd at the fight, and the wants of the multitude awaken 

his 
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bii UBdcroefs tnd pUy. Third rules the gentllpners of 
charity. 

We often accompany pity with fo much afperily towards 
the unfortunate, wbil? ftretchingout to them an helping 
hand ; we look upon them with fo four and fo fevere a 
countenance, that a fimple denial bad been lefs gallilsg to 
them than a charity fo harOily and fo unfeelingly beftowed ; 
for the pity which appears afie£led by our misfortunes, con- 
foles them almoft as much as the bounty which relieves 
them. We reproach to them their flrength, their idlenefs, 
their wandering and vagabond manners ; we accufe their 
own condu£l tor their indigence and wretchednefs ; and, 
in fuccouring, we purchafc the right ol infulting them. 
But, were the unhappy creature whom you outrage per- 
mitted to reply ; if the abjefinefs of his fituatioa had not 
put the check of (hame and tefpefl upon his tongue ; what 
do you reproach to me would he fay ? An idle life, and 
ufelefs and vagabond manners. But what are the cares 
which in your opulence engrofs you ? The cares of ambi« 
tion» the anxieties of fortune, the impulfes of the paf. 
fions, the refinements of volnptuoufnefs : I xmy be an 
unprofitable fervant, but are you not yourfelf av unfaith- 
ful one ? Ah I it the moft culpable were always to be the 
pooreft and the moft unfortunate in this world, would your 
lot be fuperior to mine ? You reproach me with a ftrength 
which I apply to no purpofe, bi|t to what ufe do yOu apply 
your own ? Becaufe I work not I ought not to have food ; 
but are you difpenfed yourfelf from that law ? Are you 
rich merely that you may pafs your life in a (haAieful ef- 
feminacy and floth ? Ah t the i.Qrd will judge betwixt you 
and me ; and before his awful tribunal it (hall be feen 
whether your voluptuoufnefs and profuifions were more al- 
lowable 
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lowabie in you tba* the innocent artifice which I employ 
toattra£l afliftance to my lufierings. 

Yes, my brethren, let us at leaft offer to the unfortu- 
nate, hearts feeling for their wants ; if the mediocrity of 
our fortune permit us not altogether to relieve our indi* 
geflft' feilow-creitures, let us, by our humanity, at leaft 
ft>ften the yoke of poverty. Alas ! we give tears to the 
chimerical adventures of a theatrical perfonage; we ho^ 
itour fifiitious misfortunes with real (enfibility ; we depart 
from a reprefentation with hearts fiiil moved for the difaf- 
ters of a fabulous hero ; and a member of Jefus Chrift, an 
inheritor of heaven, and your brother^ whom you encoun- 
ter in your way from thence, perhaps finking under dif- 
eafe and penury, and who wiflies to inform you of the ex- 
cefs of his fufierings, finds you callous! And you turn 
your eyes with difguft from that fpe6bcle, and deign not 
to liflen to him ? And yon quit him even with a rudenefs 
and bniulity, which finifhto wring his heart with forrow ? 
Inhuman foiil ! have you then left all your fenfibility on 
an infamous theatre ? Doth the fpeCbcle of Jefus Chrift 
fuffering in one of his members offer nothing worthy of 
your pity ? And that your heart may be touched, muft the 
ambition, the revenge, the voluptuoufnefs, and all the 
other horrors of the pagan ages be revived ? 

But, it is not enough tliat we offer hearts feeling for the 
difireffes, which prefent themfelves to our view ; charity 
goes farther : it does not indolently await thofe occafions, 
which chance may throw in its way ; it knows how to 
fearchthem out, and even to anticipate them itfelf. Laft 
rule; the vigilance of charity. Jefus Chrifi waits not till 
thofe poor people addrefs themfelves to him, and lay open 

their 
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their wants ; He is the firft to difcover them ; fcarcely has 
he found them out, when with Philip, he fearches the 
means of relieving them. That charity, which is not vigi- 
lant, anxious after the calamities of which it is yet igno- 
rant, ingenious in difcovering thofe which endeavour to re- 
main concealed, which require to be folicited, prefled, 
and even importuned, rcrembies not the charity ot J«fiis 
Cbrift ; we muft watch, and penetrate the obfcurity, which 
fliame oppofes to our bounties ; this is not a fimple advice ; 
it is the confequence of the precept of charity. The paf- 
tors, who, according to faith, are the Others of the peo- 
ple, are obliged to watch over their fpiritual concerns ; and 
that is one of the moft eflential funQions of their mtniftry ; 
the rich and the powerful are efiablifhed by God, the ta- 
thers and the paftors of the poor, according to the body.; 
They are bound then to watch continually over their ne* 
ceflities : it, through want of vigilance, they efcape their 
attention, they are guilty before God of allxhe confequen- 
ces, which a fmail fuccour in time would have prevented: 

It is not, that you are required to find out all the fecret 
neceifities of a city; but care and attention are exa&ed of 
you ; it is required, that you, who, through your wealth 
or birth, hold the firft rank in a department, (hall not be 
furrounded, unknown to you, with thoufands of unfortu- 
nate fellow-creatures, who pine in fecret, and whofe eyes 
are continually wounded with the pomp of your train, and 
who, befides their wretchednefs, fuffer again, as I may fay, 
in your profperity ; It is required, that you, who, amid all 
the pleafures.of the court, or of the city, fee flowing into 
your hands, the fruits of the fweat and ot the labour of fo 
many unfortunate people, who inhabit your lands and your 
fields ; it is required, that you be acquainted with thofe, 
whom the toils of induftry and of age have exhaufted, and 

who» 
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wbot in their bumble dwellings, drag on the WMthed re- 
mains of dotage and poverty ; thofe whom a langoifhing 
health, renders incapable of labour, their only refource 
againil indigence and want ; thofe whom fex and age ex^ 
pofed to fedufiion, and whofe innocence you might hav^ 
been enabled to preferve. Behold what is required, and 
vAtk with every right of juftice is exa6led from you ; be- 
hold the poor with whom the Lord bath charged you, and 
for whom you fhall anfwer to him ; the poor, whom be 
leaveth on the earth, only for your fake, and to whom his 
providence hath aiSgned no other refource, than your 
Wealth, and your bounty. 

Now, are they even known to you ? Do you charge 
their paftors, to make them known to you ? Are thefe the 
cdre& which occupy you, when you fliew yourfelf in the 
tnidft of your lands and pofleflions ? Ah f It is with cruelt]^ 
to fcrew yout. claims from the hands of thefe unfortunate 
people ; it is (o tear from their bowels the innocent price 
of their toil, without regard to their want, to the mifery 
of the times which you alledge to us, to their tears, and of- 
ten to their defpair : What (hall I fay ? It is perhaps to 
crufli down their weaknefs, to be their tyrant, and not 
their Lord and their father. O God I Curfeft thou not, 
thefe cruel generations, and thefe riches of iniquity ? Doft 
thou not (lamp uoon them the marks of misfortune and 
defolation, and which (hall foon blaft the fource of their 
families ; which wither the root of a proud poftcrity : 
which produce domeftic difcord, public difgraces, the fall 
and total extinftion of houfes ? Alas ! We are fometimes 
aftonilhed'to fee fortunes apparently the heft efiablifhed, 
go to wreck in an inftant ; thofe ancient, and formerly fo 
illuftrious names fallen into obfcurity, no longer to offer 
to our view, but the melancholy wrecks of their ancient 
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fplendour; and their eftates become the property of their 
rivals, or perhaps of their own fervants. Ah ! Could we 
inveftigate ihe fource ot their misfortunes ; if their afhes, 
and the pompous wrecks, which in the pride of their monu- 
ments remain to us of their glory, could fpeak : Do you 
fee, they would fay to us, thefe fad marks of our grandeur 1 
It is the tears of the poor whom we neglefied, whom we 
opprefled, which have gradually fapped, and at lafl: have 
totally overthrown them ; their cries have drawn down the 
thunder of heaven upon our palaces : The Lord hath 
blown upon our fuperb edifices, and upon our fortune, 
and hath diflipated them like dull : let the name of the 
poor be honourable in thy (ight, if you with that your 
names may never perifli in the memory of men : let com* 
paffion fuflain your houfes, if you wifli that your poflerity 
be not buried under their ruins : become wife at our coft ; 
and. let our misfortunes in teaching you our faults, teach 
you alfo to ihun them. 

And behold, my brethren, (that I may fay iomething 
refpe£ling it, before I conclude,) the firft advantage of 
Chriftian charity ; bleflings even in this world. The 
bread bleifed by our Saviour, multiplies in the hands of the 
Apoftles who diftribute it ; fivethoufandare fatisfied; and 
twelve bafkets can hardly conuin the remnants gathered 
.up : that is to (ay, that the gifts of charity, are riches of 
benedi£lion, which multiply in proportion as they are dif- 
tributed, and which bear along with them into our houfes, 
a fource ot happinefs and abundance. Yes, my brethren, 
charity is a gain ; it is an holy ufury ; it is a principle 
which returns, even here below, an hundred fold. You 
fometimes complain of a fatality in your affairs ; nothing 
fuccceds with you ; Men deceive you ; rivals fupplant you ; 
Mailers neglefk you ; the elements cpnfpire againft you : 
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the bcil concerted fchtoe^ auie hltUti : iir<M!iltd With f tftt 
the poor * divide with them the increaft of ydur fertnne ; 
in proportion as your profperity augtnehtiv dd fda au^«t 
roent your benefaaibnft ; flourifh for thett al trell Aft fdf 
yourfelf : God himfelf (hall then be ibtercikd in youf ftfei 
cefs ; you fhali have found out the fecM of eng«gih|f UfH 
bk your fortune, and he will prefihTe ; What do I fty P Hi 
t<rill blefs, he will multiply richei; in which He ibetf 
blended the t>ortioii of his affliaed metaibers. 

This is a truth, confirmed by the experience of all ages' ; 
charitable families are continually fcen td profper : « watbh** 
ful Providence prefides over all thiir affiiirs ; whert^ others 
are ruined^ they become rich: the^ ttt feen to flottriflt^ 
but the fecret canal is not perceived, WhitN pouri in upoh 
them their property : they are thfc fl^e^ bf Gideon, edvimd 
with the dew of Heaven, while all arontid il bifreh Imd dtp 

Such is the firft advantage of compaflion, I fay nothing 
even of the pleafurcv which we ought to feel in the delightful 
tafk of foothing thofe who fuffer, in making a fellow-creai 
ture happy, in reigning over hearts^ and in attra£ling upoA 
ourfelves, the innocent tribute of their licclamatiohs an<i 
their thanks. O ! were we to rfeap but the pleafure 6f 
bellowing, would it not be an ample recoHnpenfe to k 
worthy heart ? What has even the msjefty of the throng 
more delicious, than the power ot difpenfing favours ^ 
Would princes be much attached to their grandeur, and t6 
their power, were they condemned to a folitary enjoyment 
of them ? No, my brethren, make your richfcs as fubfer- 
vient as you will, to your pleafures, to your profufions^, 
and to your caprices ; but never will you employ them ih 
a way which (hall leave a joy fo pure, and fo worthy of the 
heart, as in that of comforting the unfortuAiite. 

What 
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Wti?t iBd|:ed paa b^ ipore giratefu] to th^ heart, tlian the 
f onfiden^e, tb^t there i§ not a moment ia the d^y, in 
which fome affli£led fouls are not raifing up their hands to 
Heaven for us, and bleOing the day which gave us birth ? 
fit^r tha^ muhkude whom Jefus Chriil bath fill/:d ; the air 
refounds ¥Ub their blcflings and thanks ; they fay to thcm* 
felves, this i; ^ prophet f they wilh to eftabjifli hiip theif 
jl^sg. Ab I Wer^ m^n ^o cbpofe their mailers, ijt would 
^cither be the mqfi iiobl^, nor the moft v^l^iant ; it would 
]be the mo(l ppxnpaffionate, th^ moft humane, the niofi ch9- 
rit^ble, t))C mqtt ic^Iing : giafiers wb;, ^ the fan^p time, 
yro»il4 be tbcir f«hcrA. 

f^ftjy, I do not 9dd tb#t Qhridi^n cbarity afQAf ip exr 
P^ting the prinies of 4bupda^cp; fui^ that it i$ ^oll tjip 
only ineafi pf fa}vation which Providence h^th piroyide^ 
lor yqU| ypu ^e born to profperity. Were charity infuf- 
ficient to redeem our pfiences, we might certainly ^hinl^ 
fiurfelye^ eptitl^ to complaioi fays a holy Father; we 
might uke it illt that .Gpd had deprived mep oi fo eafy ;i 
xpeanof falvation ; at ledft might we fay that, could we but 
pppo the gates of iieaveo, through the me^ns of riches^ 
and purchafp with oiir wholp w^^th the glory of the holy, 
•IVe then flipuld be happy. Well, my bcahren, continues 
Xhe holy Father, prpfit t>y this privilege, feeing it. js grantr 
e4 to you ; h^en before your riches n^pulder avay, tp 
deppfit theip in the bolpm pf the poor, as the price of the 
kingdom pf heaven : the mfdice oi mpn might perh^ip^ 
.have deprived yop pf thepi ; your p^iTjons piiglu havp 
perhaps fwfillpwed them up ; the turns of iortune might 
have transferred them to other band^; death, ^ laft, would 
foonpr or later have feparated you from them : ah I charity 
alone dep9Ct9 thi^m beyond the reach pf ajl thefe ^ccs- 
4ei9t| ; it rendera you their everjafling poflbflbr i it Mgaa^ 

tliem 
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them in fafety in the eternal tabernacles, and gives you the 
right of for ever enjoying them in the bofom of God him- 
felf. 

Are you not happy in being able to aflure to yourfelf 
admittance into heaven, by means fo eafy ? In being able, 
by clothing the nilked, to efface from the book of divine 
juftice the obfcenities, the lu^tury, and the irregularities of 
your younger yean ? In being able, by filling the hungry, 
to repair all the fehfualities of your life 7 Lafily, in being 
able, by Oieltering innocence in the afylums of compaflion, 
to blot out from the remembrance of God the ruin of fo 
many fouls, to whom you have been a ftumbling block ? 
Great God ! what goodnefs to man, to cenfider as merito- 
rious a virtue which cofts fo little to the heart ! To num* 
ber in our favour feelings of humanity^ of which we could 
never diveft ourfelves without being, at the fame, diveft- 
ed of onr nature ; to be willing to accept as the price of 
an eternal kingdom trail riches, which we even enjoy only 
through thy bounty ; which we could never continue to 
poflefs, and from which, after a momentary and fleeting 
enjoyment, we muft at laft be feparated ! ' Neverthelefs, 
mercy is promifed to him who (half have (hewn it ; a fin- 
ncr (till feeling to the calamities of his brethren will not 
continue long infenfible to the infpirations of heaven ; 
grace ilill reierves claims upon a heart in which charity 
has not altogether loft its influence ; a good heart cannot 
long continue an hardened one ; that principle of humani- 
ty alone, which operates in rendering the heart feeling 
for the wants of others, is a preparation, as it were, for 
penitence and falvation; and while charity ftill afts in the 
heart, an happy converfion is never to be defpaired. Love 
then the poor as your brethren ; cherifli them as your o(F- 
fpring ; refpeft thena as Jefus Chrift himfelf, in order that 

he 
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he fay to you on the great day, " Come ye blefled of my 
** Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
*' foundation of the world. For I was an hungred, and 
«« ye gave me meat ; I was ihirfty, and ye gave me drink : 
** I was a ftranger, and ye took me in ; I was naked, and 
'* ye clothed me ; I was (ick, and ye vifited me : For in- 
** afmuch as ye have done it unto one of the leaft oi thefe 
** my brethren, ye have done it unto 'me." 
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Matthew ii. 6. 
jlnd blefed is Ae, whofoeverJkaHnot be offended in me. 

Xt is ableffingt and a rare blefling, then, not to be ofiend- 
ed in Jerus Chrift. But what was there, or what coold 
there be in him, who is the wifdom itieli, and the glory 
of the Father, the fubfiantial image of all perleQion, which 
could give fubjeQ of fcandal to men ? His crofs, my dear- 
eft brethren, which was formerly the Ihame cf the jews, 
and is, and (hall be, to the end of ages, the fhame of the 
greateft part of Chriftians. But when I fay that the crofs 
of the Saviour is the (hame of moft oi Chriftians, I mean 
not only the crofs that he bore, I mean more efpecially 
that which we arc obliged, from his example, to bear ; 
without which he rejefis us as his difciples, and denies us 
any participation of that glory into which he has entered, 
through the crofs alone. 

Behold what difpleafes us, and what we find to complain 
of in our divine Saviour. We would wifli, that fince he 
was to fuffer, his fufferings had been a title, as it were, of 
exemption, which had merited to us the privilege of not 
fufiering with him. Let us difpel this error, my deareft 

brethren ; 



OK AFf tICfldltS. B4ft 

brethreh : the ohiy thi&g which dejpeildi on us, {» that df 
rcnderitig our Tutieritigs Mieriloriobs ; but (b fuSRer, ot libl 
to fuffer, is not left to our choice. Providen^d has fe 
wirdy dirpenfed the good and evil of this lifitf, thik eaeh in 
his ftation, however happy hit lot may appear, finds crof- 
res and afflidionsi which always counterbalance the pfea- 
fiillek of it. There ii no perfe£l happihefs on the eaitb^ 
for it is not here the time of conMatidiis, but the time of 
fufierance. Grandeur hath its (bbjefiions and its difquiets | 
obfcurity its humiliations ahd its feorhs ; the worlds iti 
cares and its caprices ; retirement, its fadnefs ahd Wtari^ 
nefs ; matriage, its anlit>athies ind Hi frenzies ; friiendfiiipi 
its iolTes or its ^ifidies ; piety itftlf, its lepughahc^s and 
its dirgufts : in a word, by a deftirty inevitable to the chiU 
dren of Adam, <*ach one finds his own path fltewed With 
brambles and thorns. The apparently happleft conditioh 
hath its fecret forrows. which empoifon all its felicity : the 
throne is the feat of thagrihs equally as the loweft plaee ; 
fuperb palaces eonceal the cnielleft difcohtetits, equiill]^ 
as the hut of the poor and of the humble laboured; and-, 
left our phtt of exil^ <hould become endeared lo us, w^ 
always feel, ih a thoufahd different trays, that Ibmetfaitij^ 
is yet wanting td Mt bappin^t^fs-. 

Neverthelefo, deftined to fuflfer, we canhot love \^ 
fufferanccs ; continually ftrickeh with f&ait affiiCtibn, W^ 
are unable to rinake a merit of our j/Ani ; never hajppy, 001* 
crofles become nieeeflfary, cannot at leaft becoktae ufieful t6 
us. We are ingenious in depriving ourfelves of all the 
merit of our fuflerances. One whil6 we feek, in the 
weaknefs of our own heart, the excufe of our peeviflinefs 
and of our murmurings ; another in the excels or in the 
nature of our affli£lions ; and again, in the obfiades whieh 
they fcem to us to caft in the way pf ourfalvation ; that is 

to 
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to fajTi one while we complain of being too weak to bear 
our iufferings with patience ; another, that they are too 
exceflive ; and laftly, that it is impoi&ble in that fituation to 
pay attention to falvation. 

. Such are the three pretexts continually oppofed in the 
world to the Chriftian ufe of affli£lion : the pretext of felf- 
weaknefs ; the pretext of the excefs or the nature of our 
affli£Uon$ ; the pretext of the obftacles which they feem 
to place in the way of our falvation. Thefe are the pre- 
texts we have now to overthrow, by c^poGng to them 
the rules of faith. Attend then, be whom ye may, and 
karn that the caufe of condemnation to moft men is not 
pleafures alone : Alas I they are fo rare on the earth, and 
fo narrowly followed by difguft ! it is likewife the unchrif- 
tian life they make of afflifkions. 

Part I. The language moft common to the fouls af- 
fliQed by the Lord, is that of alledging their own weak- 
nefs, in order to juftify the unchrifiian ufe they make of 
their afQi£lions. They complain that they are not endow- 
ed with a force of mind fufficient to preferve under them a 
. fubmiflive and a patient heart ; that nothing is more condu- 
cive to happinefs than the want oi feeling ; that this cha- 
racter faves us endlefs vexations and chagrins inevitable in 
life ; but that we cannot fafhion to ourfelves an heart ac- 
cording to our own wiQies; that religion doth not render 
unfeeling and ftoical thole who are born with the tender 
feelings of humanity, and that the Lord is toojuft to make 
a crime to us even of our misfortunes. 

But, to overthrow an allufion fo common and fo un- 
worthy of piety, remark, in the firft place, that when Je- 
fus Chrift hath commanded to all believers to bear with 

fubmiflion 
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rubmifSon and with lovetKe croitti ptopofeA for us by hit 
goddneft, he hath aoc added, that an order fb juft, To con- 
ibling, fo ' confomiaUe i^ hit examf>)ei| fhofild coiKern 
Only the unCeeiifig and impatient TohI^. HIci-hath not dif*. 
tinguifhed among his dirdples, tiiofe whoffi natdftp, ptidt^ 
or reSefHon had rendered firmer and fnore eonftant, from', 
thofe whom lendcrners and humanity had ^hdowcfd witlh 
more feeling, in order to make a dtity to the firft ot a pa- 
tience and infenffbility which cod: them almoft nothing, and 
to excufe the others towliom they become more difficult. 

On the contrary, hit divine pfecepts are cures ; anddie 
more we are inimical co them through the cbaraCler of our 
heart, the more are they proper for, and become neceffary 
to us. It it becaofe you are weak, and that the leaft con- 
tradi&iona ahfayt excite you fo much agatnft fufPerances* 
that the Lord mufi purify you by tribulations and (orrows ; 
for ft is not Che firong who have occafiou io be tried, it ii 
the weak. 

In efieA, wl^at if it to be weak and repining ? It is ail 
execffive felf-love ; it is to give all fo^ mature and nothing 
to faith ; it it to give way to erery impulfe ot inclination* 
and to live fokly tcr eafe and felf-en^oymeni, a« conftitu* 
ting the chief happinefe of man. Now, in (tiis fituation^ 
and with this exceffive fund of love for the world and for 
yourfelf, if the Lord were not to provide aflliflions for 
your weaknefs ; if br di^ not ftrike your body with arrha-* 
bitua) langour, whkh renders the world mfipid to you, 
if he did not fend loflfifs and venations, which force 
you, through diecency, to regularity and retirement; 
fit he did not overthrow certain proje6l$, which, leaving 
your tbrtufle more obfeure, remove you from the greatf 
dangers ; it he did not place you in certain fkuationn* 
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where irkfonle'and inevitable duties em^ploy your befi dajrs ; 
in a word, if he did not place betwixt your weaknefs and 
you a barrier which checks and fiops you, alas ! your in- 
nocence would foon be wrecked ; you would Toon make 
an improper and faul ufe of peace and profperity ; you 
who find no (ecurity even amid af&iQions and troubles. 
And, feeing that, afflified and feparated from the world, 
and from pleafures, you cannot return to God, what 
would it be did a more happy fituation leave you no other 
check to your defires than yourfelt ? The fame weaknefs and 
the fame load of felf-love, which render us fo feeling to for- 
row and affliQion, would render us fiill more fo to the dan- 
gerous impreflions of pleafures and of human profperities. 

Thus, it is no excufe for our defpondency and murmurs, 
to confefs that we are weak and little calculated to fupport 
the ftrokes with which we are a£9i£led by God. The 
weaknefs of our heart proceeds only from the weaknefs of 
our faith ; a Chriftian ioul ought to be a valiant foul, fu- 
perior, fays the apoftle, to perfecution, difgrace, infirmi- 
ties, and even death. He may be opprefled, continues 
the apoflle, but he cannot be vanquifhed ; he may be def- 
poiled of his wealth, reputation, eafe, and even life, but 
he cannot be robbed of that treafure of faith and of grace 
which be has locked up in his heart, and which amply 
confoles him for all ihefe fleeting and frivolous lofTes. He 
may be brought to fhed tears of fenfibility and of forrow, 
for religion does not extinguifh the feelings of nature ; but 
his heart immediately difavows its weaknefs, and turns its 
carnal tears into tears of penitence and of piety. What 
do I fay? A Chriflian foul even delights in tribulations; 
he confiders them as proofs of the tender watchfulnefs of 
God over him, as the precious pledge of the promifes to 
cgme, as the blcffed features of refemblance to Jelus 
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Cbrift, and which give him an aflured right to fhare after 
thia life in his immortal glory. To be weak and rebellious 
againft the order of God under fufferance, is to have loft 
faith, and to be no longer Chriftian. 

I confefs that there are hearts more tender and more feeU 
ing to forrow than others ; but that fenfibility is left to 
them only to increafe the merit of their fuflerings, and not 
to excufe their impatience and murmurings. It is not the 
feeling, it is the immoderate ufe of forrow which the gof- 
pel condemns. In proportion as we are born feeling for 
our affli£lions, fo ought we to be fo to the confolations of 
faith. The fame fenfibility which renders our heart fufcep. 
tible of chagrin, fliould open it to grace, which iooths 
and fupports it. A good heart has many more refources 
againft afflt£lions, in conlequence of grace finding eafier 
accefs to it ; immoderate grief is rather the confequence of 
paflion than of the goodnefs of the heart ; and to be una- 
ble to fubmit to God, or to tafte confolation in our trou- 
bles,' is to be not tender and feeling, but intra£lable and 
defperate. 

Moreover, all the precepts of the gofpel require ftrength^ 
and if you have not enough to (upport with fubmiffion the 
crofles with which the Lord pleafeth to affli£l you, you 
muft equally want fufficient for the obfervance of the other 
duties prefcribed to you by the dofirine of Jefus Chrift. 
It requires ftrength of mind to forgive an injury ; to fpeak 
well of thofe who traduce us ;. to conceal the faults of 
ihofe who wifh to diihpnour even pur virtues. It requires 
fortitude to be enabled to fly from, a world which is agree- 
able to us; to tear ourfelyes from pleafures towards which 
we are impelled by all our, inclinations ; to refift examples 
authorifed by the multitude, and of which cuflom has now 
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limoft eflabliflie<i a law. Strength of mimi is required to 
make a Chri Aian nfe of profj[>erit7 ; to be faumbk in exaU 
tatioR, mortified in abundance, poor of heart amrdft perifli* 
able riches, detached -from all when poffdTed of all, and 
filled with defires for heaven amidfl ail the pleafures and 
felicities of the CBitfa. It it required to be able to con- 
quer ourfelvei; to reprefs a rifing defire ; to ftfflb an 
agreeable feeling ; to recal to order an heart which is incef* 
fantly ftraying from k* Laftly, among all the precepts of 
, the gofpd, there i« iftot one which does not foppofe a firm 
and noble foul ; every where felf«.denial is required ; every 
where the kingdom of God is a field to be brought into 
cultivation, a vineyard where toil and the htat of the day 
muft be endured, a career in which continual and valiant 
combating is required ; in a word, the difciples of Jefui 
Chrift can never be weak without being overcome | and 
every thing, even to the fmalleft obligations of fiith, re- 
quires exertion, end bears the mark of the crofs, which is 
its ruling fpirit ; and if you fail but for an infbnt in forti- 
tude, your are lofl. To fay then that we are weak, is to fay 
that the entire gofpel is not made for us, and that we are 
incapable of being not only Aibmiflive and patient, but 
likewife of being chafle, humble, difinterefted, mortified, 
gentle, and charitable. 

But, however weak we may be, we ought to have this 
confidence in the goodnefs of God, that we are never 
tried, afHified or tempted beyond our ftrength; that the Lord 
always proportioneth the affliflions to our weaknefs ; that 
he dealeth out his chaftifements like his favours, by weight 
and meafure; that in ftriking, lie meaacch not to deftroy, 
but to purify and fave us ; that he himfelf aideth us to bear 
the crolfes which he impofeth ; that he chafiiieth us as a 
father, and not as a judge ; that the fame band which Arikea 
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fiiftaififf Of ; that the £Mne rod which makes the woakid 
heart the oil and (he honey to ibiten iu paitu He know* 
cth'the natttra of 'Our hearts, smd how br our weakoefs 
goes ; and as his intention sa afl^Aiog us is to fim^fy and 
not to deflroy us^ he knowctb what degree ol weight to 
give to his hand in order to diminiOi nothing from our JhCt 
rit, if too light, and, on the other fide, not to loDe it ako4 
gether, if beyond our ftrengtb* 

Ah ! What other intention could he have, in Iheddiog 
forrows through our life i Ishea cmd God, who deli|^t- 
eth only in the mifery of his creatures ? Is hem faarbaroui 
tyrant, who finds his greatnefs and his fecurity only in the 
blood and in the tears of the fobje6b who worihip faiai ? 
Is bran envious and morofe inafier, who can tafte of no 
happineCi while iharing it with his flaves ? Is it neceffitf^ 
that we Oiould rulRsr, groan, and perifli, in order to render 
him happy ? It is on our account alone, thereCofe, that he 
puniflieth and chaHifeth ui ; his teodemefs fuffsrs, as I 
may fay, for our evils ; but, as his love is. a jufi and eo* 
tightened love, he ptefereth to leave, ua to ftifier, bepaub 
he fbvefees that, in terminating our pains, he would aug* 
mem ourwretchednela. He is, faya an holy fatb^« like a 
tender pbyfician, who pities, it is true, the crks and the 
fuifaringa of his padem,- but whb, in fpite of ha cries* 
cuts, even to the quicks the corrupted part, of bis iwoiind } 
he is tie^er more gentle and ipore compaflialaie, ihanwhpa 
he appears anoft fevere ; and a$s&ions mttd indeed be «{!^ 
ful and aecefiary to as, fince a Cod to amrsHv^l and fo 
good xaa prevail upon himlieli taaSiA us» ; . 
• ' ' * • ■ • ' ' .« •• 7. • . 

It is written, that Jo(eph, esaltedlothn f^Sli^fs ^« 
Egypt, conidhaidly retain Jiis icaia, and fait bia lK>welf 
y«arn towards lus hrodvcn« ill tba vcny .tiaie AihM nffe^T 
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ed to fpeak mod harlhly to theni» aod that he feigned not 
to know them. It is in this manner that Jefus Chrift chaf- 
tifeth us. He afie&s, .if it be permitted to Ipeak in .thi» 
minnert not to acknowledge in us his coheirs and his bre- 
thren ; he ftrikes and treats us barihly as ftrangers ; but 
his love fuffers for this conftraint ; he is unable long to 
maintain this chara£ler of feverity, which, is fo foreign to 
him : his favours foon come to foften his blows :. he foon 
fliews himfelf fuch as he is ; and his love never fails to 
betray thefis appearances of. rigour and anger : judge then, 
if the blows which come from fo kind and fo friendly a 
hand can be otherwife than. proportioned to our weaknefs. 

Let us accufe then^only the corruption, and not the 
weaknefs of our heart, for our impatience and munnurs. 
Have not weak young women formerly defied all the barba- 
rity of tyranu ? Have npt children, before they had learn- 
ed to fupport even the ordinary toils of life, run with joy 
to brave all the rigours of.the;mo(l frightful death ? Have 
not old men, already fitiking under the weight of their own 
body, felt like the eagle their youth renewed amidft the tor-, 
ments of a long martyrdom P You are weak ? But it is that 
very weaknefs which is glorious to faith and to the religion 
of Jefus Chriftr; it is even on, that account that the Lord 
hath chofen you, to difplay in your infiance how much 
more powerful grace is than nature. If you were born 
with more fortitude and flrength, you would do lefs ho- 
nour to the power of grace ; to man would be attributed a 
patience* which ihould be a gift of God : thus tlie weaker 
you are, the fitter inftrument you become for the defigns 
and for the glory of God. When his hand hath been hea- 
vy, he hath chofen only the weak, that m^ might attri- 
, bute nothing to himfelf, and to overthrow by the example 
of their cbnftancy, the v^in fortitude of Xages and of phi* 
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lofophers. His dirciples were only weak lambs, when he 
dirperfed them through the univerfe, and expofed them 
amidft the wolves. They rendered glory in their weaknefs 
to the power of grace, and to the truth of his dofirine. 
They are thofe earthen veffels which the Lord taketh de- 
light in breaking, like thofe of Gideon, to make thelight 
and the power of faith fliine forth in them with greater 
magnificence ; and, if you entered into the deGgns of his 
wifdom and of his mercy, your weaknefs, which in your 
opinion juftifies your murmurs, would conftitute the fweet- 
eft confolation of yoiir fuiferings. 

Lord, would you fay to him, I aflc not that proud rea- 
fon, which leeks in the glory of fufFering with confiancy, 
the whole con rotation of its paiiis: I a(k not from thee 
that infenfibility of heart, which either feels not, or con- 
temns its misfortunes. Leave me, O Lord, that weak, 
and timid reafon, that tender and feeling heart, which feems 
fo little fitted to fuftain its tribulations and fuflferings ; on- 
ly increafe thy confolations and favours. The more I fhaH 
appear weak in the fight of men, the greater wilt thou ap- 
pear in my weaknefs ; the more (hall the children of the 
age admire the power of faith, which alone can exalt the 
weakeft and moft timid fouls to that point of confiancy and 
firmnefs, to which all philofophy ha(h never been able to 
attain. Firft pretext, taken in the weaknefs of man con- 
futed ; we have now to expofe the illufion of the fecond, 
which is founded on the excefs, or the-nature of the afflic- 
tions themfelves. 

Part IL Nothing is moreufual wtthperfons a(9i£led by 
God, than to juftify their complaints and their murmurs 
by the excefs, or the nature of their affliSions. We al- 
ways wifh our crofles' to have no refeihblance to thofe of 
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others ; And lleft iht example of their fortitude and of their 
&itb condemn us, we feek ont differences in oar grievan* 
ces, in order to juftify that of our difpofitions and of oar 
conduQ. We pcrfuade ourfelrea that we could bear with 
refignation, croflesofany other defcription ; but that thoFo 
with which we are overwbehned by the Lord, are of fuch 
a nature as to preclude confelaiion ; that the more we ex- 
amine the lot of othen, the more do we find our own mis- 
fortune fingular, and our fituatton unexampled ; and, that 
it is impoflible to preferve patience and ferenity in a (fate, 
where chance feems to have collefied folely for us a thou- 
fand affli£ling circumflances, which never before bad hap- 
pened to others. 

* But, to take from felf-love, a defence fo weak, and fo 
unworthy of faith, I would have only forthwith to anfwer 
you, that the more extraordinary our afflifiions appear, the 
lefs ought we to believe them the effeSs of chance ; the 
more evidently ought wi to fee in them, the fecret and in- 
fcrutable arrangements of a God fingulary watchful over 
our deftiny; the more fhould we prefume that, under 
events fo new, he doubtlefs concealeth new views, and 
fingular defigns of mercy upon our foul ; the more fhould 
we fay to ourfelves, that he confequently meaneth us not 
to peri(h with the multitude, which ii the party of the re- 
probate, feeing that he leadeth us by ways fo uncommon 
and fo little trodden. This fmgularity of misfortunes 
ought, in the eyes of our faith, to be a foothing diftinc- 
tion : he hath always condu6led his chofen, in matter of 
afflifiion, as well as in other things, by new and extraor- 
dinary wayis. What melancholy and furprifing adventures 
in the life of a Noah, a Lot, a Jofeph, a Mofes, and a 
Job? Trace, from age to age, thehiftory of thejuft, and 
you will always find in their various viciflitudes, (omething, 

I know 



o4f Afpligtioni. $6$ 

I kmW tim wli^ «f iHigtilar atid iticfedible, vrhich hat 
IbggtMl'tftrcn fbe ««Hef of the fubf^tquent »ge$. Thus, 
lh« Ms yoar affiiAidits i^reffible thofe c^ otbtrs^ the more 
Olould yon coiiflH^r th6m as the affliftidfit of God's cho» 
fth : they are ftainped with the mark of the fuft : they 
ent^irnfa4hftttnklUiondf fiilg«lar calamities^ which from 
the beginning of ages forms thdir hiftory. Battles loft^ 
when viQory feemed certain ; cities looked upon as im» 
pregmbie, fallen at thefole approach of the enemy; a 
ktngdotrt; once thef nfoft fkNiriOiing in Europe, flricken 
With ereryevM whicH'the Lord in his wrath can pour out 
Upon the people r iM eoairt filled with mdiirriing, aAd all 
the* i^al raee allM>tt eoctinfi; fuch, Sire« is what th«' 
Lord'iii hid merty' i<efevved tor your piety ; and fuish art 
fh4» Unpr<€J6di^iit«d misfbitunes which he prepared ioryou^ 
io purify IW profperities of a reign^ the- moft brilliant itt 
our 8intMl«. The fitlgtilarity of the unlortunate events 
witb whioh' God i^iAeth yo«, is intended for the foht 
purpofe of- rendering you equally pious as a ChriSian, as 
yoti 'Ilav« been griM as a King. It would feem, that every 
thing wa^ to be fingularin your reign ^ theprofperities, Ci| 
the' Vnisf iittttnes f «Q in^^r that, after yoar gfory before meii« 
itocbing 'fliould be iManting to your piety before Cod. k 
iS'a tftriking e)catnpto; prepaned by his goodnefs, ioroai 
age.. I ••■ ^'■'•- V:. 

And behold, my dear hearer, a ftrikirig inftance, both 
to iitftrufi and to coiifute you, when you complain of the 
excefs of your misfortunes and of your fufferings. Th« 
more God affliiSdrh/ the greslter is his love and his watch* 
falnefs over you* More common misfortunes might have 
ji{>peared to yoo as the iconfequences metety of natural czu^ 
fes : and though all events- are conduCkd by the fecrei 
fprings of his Providceotf, you might periwps have had 
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room to fuppofe* that the Lord had no particular defigos 
upon you, in providing for you only certain affli£Uons 
which happen every day to the reft of men. But» in the 
grievous and fingular fituation in which he placeth you, 
you can no longer bide from yourfelf, that his regards are 
fixed on you alone, and that you are the fpecial obje£l oC 
his mercitul defigns. 

Now, what more confoling in our fufferings ? God feeth 
me ; he numbereth my fighs ; he weigheth mine af- 
flidions ; he beholdcth my tears to flow ; he hiaketh them 
fubfervient to mine eternal fan£lification. Since his hand 
bath weighed fo heavily, and in fo Gngular way upon me, 
and fince no earthly refource Teems now to be left me, I 
confider myfelf, as having at laft. become an obje£l more 
worthy of his cares and of his regards. Ah ! If I flill 
enjoyed a ferene and happy fituation,. his looks would no 
longer be upon me ; he would negle£l me, and I fliould be 
blended before him with fo many others, who are the prof- 
perous of the earth. Beloved fufferings, which, in de- 
priving me of all human aids, reflore to me my God, and 
render him mine only refource in all my forrows ! Pre- 
cious affli£kions, which, in turning me afide from all crea* 
tures, are the caufe that I now become the continual ob- 
je£t of the remembrance and of the mercies of my Lord ! 

I knight reply to you, in the (econd place, that common 
and momentary affli£lions would have arobfed our faith but 
for an inftant. We would foon have found, in every 
thing around us, a thoufand refources to obliterate the re- 
membrance of that flight misfortunie. PIciaures, human 
confolations, the new events which the world is con- 
tinually offering to our light, would foon have beguiled 
our forrow, and reftored our relifli for the world and for 

its 
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its Tain amurementt ; "and our h»rt, always in conceit 
With all the objefis which flatter it, would foon have been 
tired of its fighs and of its forrow. • But the Lord, in 
fending affliflions in which religion alone can become our 
refource, hath meant to preclude all return towards the 
world, and to place betwixt our weaknefs and us a barrier 
which can never be (haken by either time or accidents ; he 
hath anticipated onr inconOancy, in rendering precautions 
neceflary to; us, which might not perhaps have always ap- 
peared equally ufeful. He read in the charafier oi our 
heart, that our fidelity in Jlying the dangers of and feparat* 
ing ourfeives from the world, would not extend beyond 
our forrow; that the fame moment which beheld us confoU 
ed would witnefs our change; that, in forgetting our 
chagrins, we would foon have forgetten our pious refolu- 
tions; and that ihort-lived afflifiions would have made us 
only Oiort. lived righteous. He hath therefore efiabliflicd the 
continuance of our piety upon that of our fufferingt ; be 
hath lodged fixed and eonfiant afQidions, as fureties for 
the conftancy of our faith ; and left, in leaving our foul 
in our own power, we (hould again reftore it to the world, 
he hath refolved to render it lafe, by attaching it for ever 
to the foot of the crofs. We are thoroughly fenfible our- 
felyes that a great blow was required to roufe us from our 
lethargy ; that we had been little benefited by the flight 
affli8ions with which the Lord had hitherto been pieafed 
io vifit us ; and that fcarcely had he ftricken us, when w^ 
had forgotten the hand that had inflt£led fo falutary an 
wound. Of what then, O my God, (bould I complain ? 
That excefs which I find in my troubles, is an excefs of 
thy mercies. I do not confider that the lefs thou fparefi the 
patience the more thou hafteneft his cure, and that all the 
utility and all the fecurity of our fufferings confifts in the 
rigour of thy blows. My fwectcft confolation in the af. 
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Aiding ftate in which thy providence O Lord, bath been 
pleafed to place me, fliall then be, in future, to refle£l that 
at leaft thou fpareft me not ; that thou meafureft thy rigouri 
and thy remedies upon my wants« and not upon my defires ; 
and that thou haft more regard to the fecurity of my (alva- 
tion than to the injuftice oi my complaints. 

1 might ftill reply to you : £hter into judgment with the 
Lord, you who complain of the excefs of your fuffer- 
ings ; place in a ba^nce, on the one fide your crimes, and 
on the other your afflifiions; meafure the rigour of all 
bis challifements upon the enormity of your o&nces ; 
compare that which you foffer with that which you ought 
to fufler ; fee if your affiiftions go the fame length as your 
fenfelefs pleaiures have done ; it the keennefs and. the cou- 
tinuance of your forrows correfpond with thofe of your 
proiane debaucheries ; if the ftate of reftraint in which 
you live equals the licentioufnefs and the depravity oi your 
former manners; andfliould your afflidions be found to 
over-balance your iniquities, then boldly reproach the Lord 
with his injuftice. You judge of your fuderings by your 
inclinations, but judge of them by your crimes. What ! 
tiot a fingle moment of your worldly life but what has per- 
haps made you defcrving of an eternal mifery, and you 
murmur againft the goodnefs of a God who commuteth 
thefe everlafting torments, fo often merited, into a few 
S^pid and momenury affli£lions, and even ags^inft which 
the confolations of faith hold out fo many refourccs 1 

What injuftice! what ingratitude! Ah! have a care. 
Unfaithful foul, left the Lord liften to thee in his wrath ; 
have a care, left he punifli thy paftions, by providing for 
thee, here below, whatever is favourable to them ; left 
thou be not found worthy in his fight of thefe temporal af. 

fliflions ; 
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Biftioas:; kft keirefecvcrtHc H»e of ,U9 JvM^'^^ ^f his 
vengeBiice, j»d ttiglhf tnett thee liki^ th^fe:; UnlprtaoMe 
xifiiai&:vlio are ornacnMiAd wiifaiflowcct« i vehft^rf nurM 
and £atteiifld With fo mych .caorp: only^ hocinlfe lhi:y air 
^fiioed for tba facrifice» an^dbat.the khiCrVhickiil.to, ftab» 
atidtfae. piJe which^ia to confumeitheiliK'areiftp.feadincIt 
lipon the altar. He-is terrible in his giftfe as in bit wrath; 
aodrieeihg that guilt iDuiLbe:pupi(htd athorwithflectiag 
puQtflimeats here bdow,. or with eternal jfiaini; after tins 
Hie, nothtng ought to appear moreiearfiilia (heeyesiot 
faith than to be a fioner, and yet jirQrpejpansipa the: earths 

Great God I let it be here then for me iJa^time ot (hjr 
vengeance ; and fioce my. crimes cannot go Ui»punUbed, ba& 
ten^ O Lord, to fatisfy thy jufiice. ; TlteiTOore I aas fpisr- 
ed here» the roose ibalttboto appear lo me as atcrriMa God, 
who refureth to let me go fdr fome fleeting affli£liotis» and 
whofe wrath can be appealed by nothing bfA mine fCixiftal 
snifery. Lend not thine ear u^ ibe^cries of my grief, nor 
to the lamentations of a corrupted heart, which knowf noi 
its true interefts* I difowiVt ]l«9rd« thefe iop imm^n fighs 
which the fadnef^qf tny. Mifi ftill (;paMwa% lior,eei ffiW 
me; thefe carnal tears whicb ^f^i&ifiiktf^'-eb^^M^kplh fne 
to fhed in thy prefence* LifteA nottplthe intreaties wbich 
I have hitherto made toobtaii^anendstp.iay^ifttflcFiiigs ; cpmt 
plete rather thy. vengeance iip<iii me ber^tbeiow {. i^efervf 
nothing for that dreadful .eternity, where t}iy cha(Mf<c>ne^M 
Ihallhcf without. end, and without, mcd^fuip*, (||L%;4l\ee^» 
iy to fuAain my weaknefs-; and,. * in; bedding ; for r(yW4 
through my life, fhftd ^ike>«ifc.^pqn. H.iljy.JWflt jwhipll 
confoles, an4 recompenses w4(h fv^^h iifnryj juK3&ii^ 

heart. .:;•...::.;: 

To 
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■ To aU tbele iKithi, fo conroling for an affliCled foul, I 
might flill add, that our fufiering appear exceffive onlf 
through the exceft of the corruption of our heart ; that 
the keetinefs of our afflifiions fprings iolely from that of 
■our pafiiont ;' that it it the impropriety of our attachment! 
to the ob]e£b loft» if hich renders their loft fo grievous ; 
that we are keenly a£Bided only: when we had been keenly 
atuched; and that the excefs'of our afflifiions it always 
the puniflimem of the- exceit-of.our iniquitout lovet. I 
might add, that we always magnify whatever regardt our- 
felves ; that the very idea of fingularity in our misfortunes, 
flatters our vanity, at the fame time that it authorifes our 
murmurs ; that we never wiOi to refemble others; that we 
iieel a fecret p]<^fure in perfuading ourfelvet that we are 
fingle of our kind: we- wiih all the world to be occupied 
.with otir misfortune alone, as it we were the only unlortu* 
naie of the earth. Yes, my brethren, the evils of others 
are nothing in our eyes : we fee not that all around us 
are, perhaps, more unhappy than we ; that we have a 
thonfand refources in our afllifiions, which are denied to 
others ; that we derive a thoufand confolations in our in* 
firmities, from wealth, and the number of perfons watch- 
ful over our fmalleft wants ; that, in the lofs of a perfon 
dear to us, a thoufand means of foftening its bitternefs 
ftill remain from the fituation in which Providence hath 
placed us ; that, in domeftic divifions, we find comforts 
in the tendernefs and in the confidence of our friends, 
which we had been unable to procure among our relarives ; 
bftly, that we find a thoufand human indemnifications to 
our misfortunes, and that, were we to place in a balance, 
on the one fide our confolations, and on the other our fuf- 
ierings, we fhould find, that there are Aill remaining in 

our 
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our Ibte more comforts, capable of corrupting u$, than 
crdfles calculated to lanAify us. 

- Thus, it is almoft folely the great and the prolperousoF 
the world, who complain of the excefs of their misfor* 
tunes and fuflferings. The unfortunate majority of the 
earth, who are born to, and live in penury and diflrefff, 
pafs in filence, and almoft in the negiefi of their fuffer* 
lags, their wretched days : the fmalleft gleam of comfort 
and eafe reftores ferenity and cheerfulnefs to their heart : 
the flighteft confolations obliterate their troubles : a mo- 
ment of pleafure makes Up for a whole year of fufierance : 
while thofe fortunate and fenfual fouls, amidftall their 
abundance, are feen to reckon, as an unheard-of misfor- 
tune, the difappointment of a (ingle defire; we. view 
them turning into a martyrdom for themfelves, the weari- 
nefs and even the fatiety of pleafures ; drawing innm ima*. 
ginary evils, the fource of a thoufand real vexations ; feel- 
ing tenlold more aoguifli for the failure of a fingle acqui- 
fiuon, . than pleafure in the pofleflion of all. thry enjoy ; in 
a word, confidering, as the greateft.of misfortunes, the 
leaft interruption, however trifling, to their ienfual hap-^ 
pinefs. 

Yes, my brethren, it is the great and powerful alone 
who. tomplain ; who continually imagine themfclves the 
only unhappy, who never have enough of comforters; 
who, on the flighteft teverfe, fee aiTembled around them, 
not only thofe worldly friends whom their rank and for- 
tune procure,- but iikewife all the pious and enlightened 
minifiers of the gofpel,- diftinguithcd by the public efteem, 
and whole holy ii^ftruflions would, in general, be much 
belter beftowed, on Co many other unfortunate individu- 
als, who are deftitute of. every worldly refource ind.reli- 
• gious 
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much more beneficial. Emt tiifdni^N 4riht«riH>fryMiM 
Cbrift, your affliaiont (ball be weighed with thofe of fe 
AMqr> v^!)nD|ir?iirffafftiniiip '^fislliiMik&iuilBi'i andcfWHofe 
■■irMiiiiifiilrt<fai«iaflh!<heimiwafi}liiiiM,i>/a^ aril 

mkdkMimJ^ w m mM ffeOmAik mUmn^U^nmit^ 

1 Jkei^UppBMI^tdr^MlNiAm ffttidbi «•-% 



latioiit.to-ib naoj^.'Oiliibt^tf Uit«vp9Mi» bviiMb i^tofar^ 
owfe b^iiijra«amiiaOoA^iy<K>«itMM 9m^ 
iodaiitiite) itUitdwhaUaaaifoOiaaii^MiiaaWfirfi^ 

te riobe«^4Uk«inabB piaafoMk^ €heia»lbiiab«»<)fdm^vif 
dmr fool vaaU»le<k|Mibl«^ iodiiiii fiiUpHi idih Aid 

. •IM ; enotla];ov bnhiultfc^Ij a 'lu'jOi'i;i Mil.«t(iv9:nci.. • 
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poverty ; let us view thofe arylums of public compa&ots« 
where every calamity feemt to reign : it it there that we 
flnll:lcini«d^>i|^i^fetlPWir odtelifitiamw^r tt^iftciier«t6at 
coiiched; ihftb^i heart with iH««xtr0f»o<'fe iiiafiyi«vik,< we 
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m *-' J * ' profpcrity 



ON AWUCTIONS. 36 1 

profperky, the affli£Hon, wUch ought to have fanfiified itt 
are, and expiated itt abufes, Ihall become themrelves their 
greateft crimes ! 

But how employ aflliQions in fanOdfyiag the dangen of 
their ftation, or in working out falvation, fince they feem 
to call foch invincible obftacles in their way f This is the 
Mt pretext drawn From the incompatibility which afflic* 
iions feem to have with our falvation. 

PaKT III. It is very farprifing, that the corruption of 
the human heart finds, even in fufferances, obftacies to fal- 
vation, and that Chriftians continually juftify their mur- 
murs againft the wifdom and the goodnefs of God, by ac- 
cufing him of (ending crofles iacompatifole with their eter- 
nal falvation. Nothing is more common, however, in the 
world, than this iniquitous language; and when we exhort 
the fouls afflified by God to convert thefe fleeting aiBic* 
tions into the price of heaven and eternity, they reply, 
that, in this ftate of difirefs, they are incapable of every 
thing ; that the obftacles and vexations which they are con- 
tinually incountering, far from recalling them to order 
and to duty, ferve only to irritate the mind, and to harden 
the heart ; and that tranquillity muft be reftored before 
they can turn their thoughts towards God. 

Now, I fay, that, of all the pretexts employed in jufti- 
fication of the nnchriftian ufe made of afHiAions^ this is 
the raoft abfurd and the moft culpsible. The muft culpa- 
ble, for it is blafpheming Providence to pretend, that it 
places you in (ituations incompatible with your fiklvation* 
Whatever it doth or permitteth here below, it only doth or 
permitteth in order to facilitate to men the ways of eter- 
nal life ; every event, profperous or improfperous, in the 

Vol. L JL X meafure 
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meafure of ourlot, is meant by it as a mean of iaIvatioH 
and oi fanfUfication ; all its defigns upon us tend to that 
fole purpofe ; whatever we are, even in the order of na* 
ture, our birth» our fortune, our talents, our age, our dig- 
nities, our proteElors, our fubjefls, our mailers : all this» 
in its views of mercy upon us, enters into the impenetn^ 
ble defigns of our eternal lanfiification. All this vifible 
woild itfelf, is made only for the age to come : whatever 
pafleth, hath its lecret conneELions with that eternal age, 
where things fliall pafs no more ; whatever we fee, is only 
the image and truft of the invifible ihii^« The world is 
worthy of the cares of. a wife and a merciful God, only in- 
afmuch as« by fecret and adorable relations, its diverfe re* 
volutions are to form that heavenly church, that immortal 
aifembly ot chofen, where he fliall for ever be glorified. 
To pretend, then, that he placeth us in fituations, wliich 
not only have no relation to, but are even incompatible 
with our eternal interefts, is to make a temporal Godot 
him, and to blafpheme his adorable wifdom. 

But, not only nothing is moreculpahle than this pretext, 
I fay, likewife, that nothing is more-foolifli : for, it is on- 
ly by detaching itfelf from this miferable world, that a foul 
returns to God ; and nothing, fays St. Auguftiae, fo ef- 
iefiually detaches from this miferable world, as when the 
Lord flieddeth faluury forrows over its dangerous pleafures. 
** Lord," faid an holy king of Judah, ** I had negleSed 
thee in profperity and in abundance ; the pleafures of roy. 
alty, and the fplendour of a long and glorious reign, had 
corrupted my heart ; the flatteries and the deceitful words 
of ithe kicked, 'had lulled, me into a profound and a fatal 
•fleep; but thine hand hath been upon me, in pouring out 
Upon my people all the fcourges of thy wrath, in raifing 
up againlLme mine own children and fubje£b, whom I had 

loaded 
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loaded with favours; and I awoke: thou haft humbled 
jnct and I have had recourfe Co thee ; thou haft aflli£led 
me, and I have fought thee : and I have found out that 
I ought not to have my tnift in men ; that profperity is a 
dream ; glory a miftake ; the talents which men admire, 
vices concealed under the brilliant outfides of human vir. 
tues ; the whole worM, a deception which feeds us with 
only vain phantoms, and leaves nothing folid in the heart ; 
and that thou alone art worthy to be ferved. for thou alone 
forfakeft not thofe who ferve thee/* 

Behold the moft natural efleS of afflifiions : they facili- 
tate all the duties of religion ; hatred of the world in 
rendering it more difagreeable to us; indifference to- 
wards all creatures, by giving us experience, either of their 
perfidy by infidelities, or of their frailty by unexpefied 
lofles ; privation of pleafures, by placing obftacles in their 
way; the defire of eternal riches, and confoling returns 
towards God, by leaving us almoft no confulation among 
men : laftly, all the obligations of faith become more ea- 
fy to the affliSed foul ; his good deiires find fewer ok- 
Aacles, his weaknefs fewer rocks> his faiih more aids, his 
lukewarmnefs more refources, his paflion more checks* 
and even his virtue more meritorious opportunities. 

Thus the church was never more fervent and purer than 
when (he waa afflified ; the atges ot her {uflerings and per. 
fecutions were the ages of her fplendor and of her zeah 
Tranquillity afterwards corrupted her manners ; her days 
became Icfs pure and lefs innocent as foon as they became 
more fortunate and powerful ; her glory ended almoft with 
her misfortunes ; and her peace, as the prophet faid» was 
more bitter^ through the licentioufnefs of her children, 

tha^s 
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tbain even her troubles had ever been through Ite b^riteriiy 
«f her enemies. 

Even you, who complain that the croffes with which 
the Lord affliSeth you difcourage yoii and check aiyy de- 
fire of labouring towards your falvation, you well know 
■that happier days have not been for you, moie holy and 
.more taithfiil : you well know that then, iatdxicilted with 
the world and its pleafures, you livied in a total neglefi of 
your God, and that {be comforts of your rituation were 
the fpurs of your corruption, and the inftruments of your 
iniquitous defires. 

But fuch is the perpetual illiifion of owr -felf-love. 
When fortunate, when every thing anfweFS to oUr Wiihea 
and the world fmiles upon us, then we alledge the daAger« 
of our ftate to juilify the errors of our worldly manners : 
we fay that it is very difficulty at a certain age and in a 
certain fituation, when a rank is to be Tupported, dnd ap- 
pearances to be kept up with the world, to condeitin our- 
felves to folitude, to prayer, to flight from pleafiires, and 
to all the duties of a gloomy and a Chriflian life. But« 
on the other fide, when under affliction ; when the body is 
ftruck with laflitude, and fortune foriakes us ; when pur 
friends deceive, and our mafters negleft us ; wl'cn our 
enemies overpower, and our relations become our perfccu- 
tors ; we complain that every thing eftranges us from GoA 
in this ftate of bitternefs and forrow ; that the mind is not 
fuflicicntly tranquil to devote any thoughts to falvation ; 
that the heart is too exafperated to feel any thing but its 
own misfortunes ; that amufements and pleafures new be* 
come necefTary, muft be fought to lull its grief, and to 
prevent the total lofs of reafon, in giving way to all the 

horrors 
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terrors of t profound melanchol/. It is thus» O my 
Cod I that by our eternal contradictions we juttity the 
adorable ways of thy wifdom upon the lots of men, and 
that we provide for thy jufiice, powerful reafons to over- 
:throw one day the illufion, and the ialfity of our pretexts. 

For, befides, be our fufferings what they may, the hifto- 
ty of religion holds out righteous characters to our exam« 
ple^ who, in the fame fituation as we, have held their ioul 
in patience, and turned their affli£lions into a refource ot 
falvation. Do you weep the lofs oi a perfon dear to your 
heart ? Judith in a fimilar affli£lion, found the increafc of 
her piety and faith, and changed the tears of her widow- 
hood into thofe of retirement and penitence. If a pining 
liealth render life more gloomy and bitter than even death 
itfelf. Job found, in tlie wrecks of an ulcerated body, 
motives of compunfiion, longings for eternity, and the 
hopes ot an immortal refurreClion. If your chara£tcr in 
the world be fiained by calumnies, Sufanna held out an 
unlhaken foul under the blackell afperfions ; and knowing 
that Ihe had the Lord in teftimony of her innocence, fhe 
left to him the care of avenging her upon the injuftice ot 
men. If your fortune be the vi6timof treachery, David, 
detlironed, confidered the humiliation of his new ftate as 
the juft punifliment of the abufe he had made of his pail 
profperity. If an unfortunate union become your daily 
crofs, £flher found, in the caprices and frenzies of a 
faithlefs hulband, the proof of her virtue, and the merit 
of her meeknefs and patience. In a word, place yourfelf 
in the molt difmal lituations, and you will find righteous, 
who have wrought out their falvation in the fame ; and 
without applying to former ages for examples, look around, 
(the hand of the Lord is not yet ihortened,) and you will 
fee fouls who, loaded with the fame croflVs as you, make 

a very 
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a Very different ufe of them, and find nietnf of' (dhnxlak 
in the very fame events, where you find only a » rock to 
j'our innocence, or a pretext for your murmurs. Whit do 
I fay 7 you will fre fouls whom the mercy of God httk 
recalled from their enx>rs by pouring out falutary forrowi 
upon their life ; by overturning an eifabliflied fortune ; by 
chilling an envied favour ; by fapping an health, apparemly 
unaherable; by terminating a profane comieAion tbiougha 
ghring inconftancy . You yourfelf, then, a witnefs of their 
change and of their converfion, Iiave leffened the merit of 
it, from the facilities provided by chagrin and afflifiionv ; 
you have placed little confidence in a virtue which misfor- 
tunes had rendered as if neceSary ; you liave faid that it 
required little exertion' to forfake a world which waabecome 
tired of us ; that at the firft gleam of good-joitnne plea* 
fure» would Ibon be feeato fucceed to all this grcaifli^WGC 
devotion, and that they had devoted themfclves to God 
only becaufe they had nothing better to do. Unjiift that 
you are I and at prefent, when there is queftion of return- 
ing to him in your aflliAion, you fay that it is not pof* 
fible ; that an heart prcfled and bowed down with forrovr 
is incapable of paying attention to any thing but his grief, 
and that we are more hardened than touched in this (late 
of diltrcls and misfortune ; and after having cenfnred and 
call d ilain upon the piety of affli£ted fouls, as a meafure 
too cafy and to which little merit is attached, as it required 
almbll no exertion, you excnfe yourfelf from adopting it 
in your affliflion, and from making a Chriftian ufe of it, 
becaufe you pretend that it is not poflible in it to pay at- 
tention to any thing but to your forrow. Anfwcr, or ra* 
ther tremble left you find the rock of your falvation in a 
fituation which ought to be its fureft refource. After ha- 
ving abufed profperity, tremble left you now make your 
misfortunes the fatal inftruments of your deftru£lion, and 

left 
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kft you (hut upon yourCelf all the ways of goodncHi which 
God mighi open to you in order to recal you to him. 

When, O my God 1 will the time come that my Ibul. 
exalting itfelf through faith above all creatures, fhall no 
longer worOiip but thee in them ; fliall no longer attribute 
events to them of which thou alone art the author : Oiall 
recognife in the diverfe fituations in which thou placed 
it the adorable arrangements of thy providence; and, 
even amid all ita eroffes, fliall tafte that unalterable peace 
which the world witli all its pleafures can never bellow ? 

How melancholy* in effeft, my brethren, when vifited 
and afflified of God, to feek for confolation in riiing up 
againft the band which ftrikes ws : in murmuring againft 
his juftice ; in cafiing ourfelvea off from him, as it were in 
a frenzy of rage, defpair, and revenge, and to feek confo- 
lation in our own madnefs ! What an horrible fituation it 
that of a foolifli foul, whom God afflifieth, and who for 
confolation flies in the face ot his God ; feeks to eafe hit 
troubles^ in multiplying his trefpafles : yields, himfelf up to 
debauchei^', in order to drown his forrows ; and make the 
overwhelming fadnefs of guilty an horrible refource againft 
the fadnefs of his afflictions i 

No, my brethren, religion alone can truly confole us in 
our misfortunes. Philofophy checked complaints ; but it 
did not foften the anguifli. The world lulls cares, but it 
does not cure them : and amidft all its fenfelefs pleafures, 
the fecret (ling of fadnels always remains buried in the 
heart. God alone can comfort our affli&ions ; and is an- 
other neceflary to a faithful foul ? Weak creatures ! You 
may eafily, by vain fpeeches, and by that cuftomary lan- 
guage of compaflioaaDdtendernefSy makeyourfelves tobe 
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imderftood by the can of the body ; but, there it none bat 
the God of all confolation who can fpeak to the heart : 
in the excefs of my pains, I vainly fought confolation 
among ye : I have fliarpened ny fuflenogB, while thinking 
to (often them, and thy vain confolations have been to me 
only f refli forrows. 

Great God ! It is at thy feet, that I mean henceforth to 
pour out all the bitternefs of mine heart : it is with theci 
alone, that I mean to lorget all my grievances, all my fuf *. 
ferings, all creatures. Hitherto I have given way to. cha- 
grins and to fadnefs altogether human ; a thoufand times 
have I wifhed that thy wifdom were regulated by the mad 
projeQs of my heart ; ray thoughts have wandered ; my 
mind hath formed a thoufand delufive dreams ; my heart 
hath purfued thefe vain phantoms : I have longed for aa 
higher hirth, more fortune, talents, fame, and health : I 
kave lulled myfelf in thefe ideas of an imaginary happineOiu 
Fool that am ! As if I were capable of altering at my plea- 
sure the immutable order of thy Providence I As if I had 
been wifer, or more enlightened than thee, O my God, 
upon my true interefis ! I have never entered into thine 
mernal defigns upon me ; I have never confidered the for- 
rows of my fituation as entering into the order of mine 
eternal deftination ; and, even to this day, my joys and 
my forrows have depended upon the created alone : confe- 
quently my joys have never been tranquil, and my for- 
rows have always been without refource. But henceforth* 
O my God ! thou (halt be mine only comforter : and I 
will feek in the mediution of thy holy law, and in my 
fubmiflion to thine eternal decrees, thofe folid confolations 
which I have never found in the world, and which, in 
foftening our affliCkions here below, fecure to us, at the 
fame time, their immortal reward hereafter. 

SERMON 
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. . ON PRAYER. 

f ■■ ■ ■ ifi'. I " ■ '■■ I I 

Matthew xv. 22. 

Have mercy on me^ Lord^ thou Son of David. 

OUCH is the lamentation of a foul touched with its wretch- 
ednefs« and which addrefles itfelf to the fovereign phyfi- 
cian» in whofe compaflibn alone it hopes to find relief. 
This was foimerly the prayer of a woman of Canaan, who 
witfitfd to obtain from the Son of Da^^id the recovery of 
her daughter. Perfuaded of his power, and expefting eve- • 
ry thing from his ufual goodnefs to the' unfortunate, (he 
knew no furer way of rendering him propitious, than the 
cry of her afHidion, and the fimple tale of her misfortune. 
And this is the model which the church now propofes to ' 
us, in order to animate and to inflrufl us how to pray ; 
that is to fay, in order to render more pleafing, and more 
familiar to us this mofl elTential duty of Chriftian piety* 

For, my brethren, to pray, is the condition of man ; it 
is the firft duty of man ; it is the folc refource of man ; it 
is the whole confolation of man ; and, to fpeak in the lan- 
guage of the Holy Spirit, it is the whole man. 

Vol. ^. Y y Yes, 
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Yes, if the entire world, in the midft of which we live, 
be but one continued temptation ; if all the fituations in 
which we may be, and all the objefls which environ us, 
feem united with our corruption, for thepurpofe of either 
weakening or reducing us; if riches corrupt, and poverty 
exafperate ; if profperity exalt, and affliftion deprefs ; if 
buCnefs prey updn, and eafe render effemimite ; if the fai- 
ences inflate, and ignorance lead us into error ; if mutual 
intercourfc trivially engage us too much, and folitude leave 
us too much to ourfelves ; if pleafures feduce, and pious 
works excite our pride ; if hetftth aroufif the paffions, and 
ficknefs nourifli either lukewarmnefs, or murrourings ; in 
a word, if, fince the fall of nature, every thing in, or 
around us, be a trefli danger to be dreaded ; in a fituation 
fo dqplorable, what hope of falvation, O my God ! cdUld 
there be flill remaining to man, if, from the bottom of his 
vretchednefs, he had it not in his power to make his ]«- 
mehutions, to be continually mounting towards the ^broim 
of thy mercy, in order to prevail that thou tbyfelf may 
come to his aid ; that thou may interfere to put a checlt 
upon his paffions, to clear up his errors, to fuflain his 
weaknefs, to lefTen his temptations, to abridge his hours oi 
trials, and to fave him from his backdidings ? 

. The Chriftian is therefore a man of prayer ; his origin, 
bis fituation, his nature, his wants, his place of abode; all 
inform' him that prayer is neceflary. The church herfelf, 
in which he is incorporated through the grace of regencra- 
tion, a flranger here below, is always plaintive and full of 
lamentation ; fhe recognifes her children only through their 
lighs which they direfl towards their country ; and the 
Chriftian who does not pray, cuts himfelf off from the af- 
fembly of the holy, and is worfe than an unbeliever. 

How 
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Hov comes it then, my bretbreni 4hat a dtrty not only 
To eflentiaiy but eVen fo conroling for man» is at parent 
fo much negieCled ? How comes it that it is confideped ei- 
fher as a gloomy and tirerome duty, or as appropriated foltf- 
1y for retired fouls; infomuch that our inflfiididns upoa 
prayer fcarcely intereft thofe who liften to us» ^ho feeHi 
as if perfuaded that they are more adapted to the cloifier 
than to the court ? 

Whence comes this abufe, and this univerfal neglefi in 
the world of prayer ? From two pretexts, which I now 
mean to overthrow : i/(y. They do not pray, becaufe 
they know not, fay they, how to ptiy, and confequently, 
that it is loft time ; 2i/(y, They do not pray, becaufe they 
complain that they find nothing in prayer but wanderings of 
the mind, which render it both infipid and difagreeable. 
Firft pretext, drawn from their ignorance of the manner 
in which they ought to pray. Second pretext, founded on 
the difgufts and the difficulties of prayer. You mull be 
taught, therefore, how to pray, fince you know it not. And, 
3<//y, the habit of prayer muft be rendered eafy to you, 
fince you find it fo troublefome and difficult. 

Part I. ** The commandments which I command you, 
faid formerly the Lord to his people, are neither above 
your ftrength, nor the reach of your mind : they are not 
hidden from you, nor far off, that you ihould fay, who 
fhall go up for us to Heaven and bring them to us, that we 
may hear them and do them ? Nor are they beyond the fea; 
that you fhould fay, who (hall go over the fea for us and 
bring them unto us, that we may hear them and do them ? 
But the word is very nigh unto you, in your mouth and in 
your heart, that you may do it." 

Now* 
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vNow, wbit:d)eiLor4 .Iai4 inr geneoi of all ij^jgreecpts 

iB»i?the^ law, tl^al; lare j)4|vc no occafi^n to fecjk b^j^oigi^ oif r- 

M^ for tl^; tuKNiflBdge of tbein, ;b«t tbAt tb^ nifff. be 

.^ jaH Accoq^pHChedia OHT beaut and ia our mouth» nixfja^gfjc 

^ pinkrilMy Wififid of the precept oi .prayer* vfbicb ia im 

** i( the fif^and^Cjinoft cffcmial pf all. . , ' * ., ^^ 

Neyerthelers, wbat they commonly oppofe in the world 
againft this duty ii, that, when they come to prayer, they 
telOW'not what to Jaqr .to God, and that praying is a fecret 
9t which they have never as yet been able to comprehend 
apy thing. I lay then* that tbei foiirce :of tl^is pretext 
Springs from three iniquitous difpofitions : the firft is, 
that they are miftaken in the idea which!they form of pray, 
er ; the ftcond is, that they are not (iifficiently fenfible of 
ifaeir own wretchednefs and wanu ;• an^i the third Up that 
tbey 4o not love their God. 

, tftfyf I fay that they are miftaken in tbe idea which they 
form of prayer. 'Ineffefl, prayer is not an exertion of 
the mindy an arraagement of ideas, a profound knowledge 
of the myfteries and counfels ot God ; it is a (imple emo- 
tion of the heart ; it is a lamentation of the foul, deeply af- 
jeQed at the fight of its own wretchednefs; it is a keen 
and inward feeling oi our wants and of our weaknefs, and 
an humble confidence which it lays before its Lord» in 
order to obtain relief and deliverance from them. Prayer 
fuppofes in the foul which prays, neither great lights, un- 
common knowledge, nor a mind more cultivated and exalt* 
ed.than that of the reft of men ; it {uppofes only more faith, 
more contrition, and a warmer defire of deliverance from 
its temptations and from its wretchednefs. Prayer is nei* 
ther a fecret nor a fcience which we learn from men ; nor 
is it an art, or a private method, upon which it is necef- 

fary 
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faiy to confult (kilful teachers, in order to be mailer of its 
roles and precepts. The methods and the maxims there- 
upon, pretended to be laid down to us in our days, are ei- 
ther fingular ways which are not to be followed, or the 
vain fpeculations of an idle mind, or a fanaticifm, which 
may ftop at nothing, and which, hr from edifying the 
church, hath merited her cenfures, and hath fumifhed, to 
the impious, matter of derifion. againft her, and to the 
world, frelh pretexts of contempt for, and difguil at pray- 
er. Prayer is a duty, upon which we are ail born inftru3* 
ed : the rules of this divine fcience are written folely in 
our hearts ; and the fpirit of God is the fole matter to 
teach it. 

An holy and innocent ioul, who is penetrated with the 
greatnefs of God, ftruck with the terror oi his judgments, 
touched with his infinite mercies, who only knows to hum- 
ble himfelf before him, to acknowledge, in the fimplicity of 
his heart, his goodnefs and wonders, to adore the orders 
of his providence upon him, to accept before him of the 
crofles and affli3ions impofed upon him by the wifdom of 
his counlels ; who knows no prayer more fublime, than to 
be fenGble before God of all the corruption of his heart ; 
to groan over his own hardnefs of heart and oppofition to 
all good, to entreat of him, with a fervent faith, to change 
him, to defiroy in him that man of fm, which, in fpite of 
his firmeft refolves, continually forces him to make fo ma- 
ny faife fteps in the ways of God : a foul of this defcrip- 
tion is a thoufand times more inftrufled in the knowledge 
of prayer than all the teachers themfelves, and may fay 
with the prophet, *' I have more underftanding than ail. 
** my teachers." He fpeaks to his God as a friend to a friend ; 
he is forry for having oRended him ; he upbraids hirofelt 
for not having, as yet, fuflficient force to renounce all to 

pleafe 
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pleafe bsm; be takes no pride in the fublimk]^ of bis 
tbougbts ; he leaves bis heart to fpeak, and gives way to 
al( iu tcndernefs befoise the only objeQ of his love. Even 
when his mind wanders, his heart watches and fpeaks for 
bin; his very difgu&s hccomea prayer, through the feel- 
ings which are then excited in his heart ; he is tenderly af* 
leQed, be fighs, he is difpleafed with, and a burden to 
himfelf, be feels the weight of his bonds, he exerts him* 
felf as if to break and throw them off, he athoufand times 
renews his proteftations of fidelity, he blufhes and is afliam. 
ed at always promifiog, and yet being continually faith- 
lefs : fuch is the whole fecret, and the whole fcience of 
prayer. And what is there in all this beyond the reach of 
every believing foul ? 

. Who had infini£led our poor woman of Canaan in prayer ? 
A ikranger, and daughter of Tyre and Sidon, who was un- 
acquaint^ with the wonders, of the law, and the oracles of 
the prophets ; who bad not yet heard irom the mouth of the 
Saviour, the words of eternal life ; who was fiill under the 
fhadows of ignorance 'and of death ; (he prays, however ; 
her love, her confidence, the defire of being granted, 
teach her to pray ; her heart being touched, conftitutes the 
whole merit and the whole fublimity of her prayer. 

And fureJy, if, in order to pray, it were requifite to 
rife to thofe fublime dates of prayer, to which God exalteth 
fomc holy fouls ; if it were neceflary to be wrapt in exta- 
cy, and tranfported even up to heaven, like Paul, thereto 
'hear thofe inef&ble fecrets which God expofeth not to man, 
and which it is not permitted, even to man himfelf, to re- 
veal ; or, like Mofes upon the holy mountain, to be placed 
upon a cloud of glory, and, face to face, to fee God : that 
is to fay, if it were neceflary to have attained to that de- 
gree 
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gree of intiniate union with the Lord» in which the fouU 
as if already freed from its body, fprings up even into the 
bofom of its God ; contemplates at leifure his infinite per- 
fe&ions; forgists, ai I may fay« its members which are 
ftiH upM the earth ; is no longer difturbed^ nor even di- 
vertisd by* the phantomiof the fenfes ; is fixed, and if abr 
forbed ia .the contemplation oi . the wonders, and the gran- 
deur of God ; aind, already participating in hi< eternity, 
could coum a whole age pafled in that bleifed fiato, as on- 
ly a Oioit and rapid n^ment ; if, I fay, it were neoef- 
fary. in order to pray, to be .favoured with thefe rare 
and excellent gifts of the Holy Spirit, you might tell- 
us, like thofe new. believers pi whom St. Paul makes; 
mention, that you have not yet received them, and that 
you know notr l^hat is even that fpirit which communicates 
them. • 

But prayer is not a fpeci^l gift fet apart for privileged 
fouls alonb; it is a comxdonduty impofed upon every be- 
liever; it is not folely a virtue of pertefUon, and referved' 
toi' certain {iltlrer and more holy fouls ; it is, . like charity, 
an indifpenfibl^ virtuie,. requifitc totheperfeftasto the im- 
perfc£l, within th^ capacity o( the illiterate equally as ot 
the learned; commailded to the fimple as to the'nfoft en- 
lightened ; it is the virtue ot all men ; it is the fcience of 
every believer; it is the perfe£lion of every creature. 
Whoever hSs a heart, and is capable ot loving the Author 
of hisbein^; whoever has a reafon capable of knowing 
the notbin^efs of the creature and the greatnefs of God, 
muft kno^ hbw to adore, to return him thanks, and to 
have recoutfe to him ; to appeafe him when offended ; to 
call upon him when turned away ; to thank him when fa- 
vourable ; to humble liimfelf when he ftrikes ; to lay hin 

wants 
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' Thiis, when the dffeipte« Mk'of JtfiM Glirift td^MMJhi 
Attn Ciof pmft he ddCh iioc tftffoM'lo them the teigfhcj' Ate' 
fiiUirtitjr, tlie ^fihoitfieii^'ltitn^ fotdf" 

mfonm tfaenrdnt, -in o^tetojtfljf ; jt is HefcdEtif ^tof^otf-^^ 
fid«fr God^M %^t«nd^»-tk$ilnliflilvand citetbl^^ t to' 
addrefs tbemfiflvifl ^to htfti Hi^ihn^ itf^fal tmiVHAvf^ 
and' with' -a'cJmfid^M -bldMted fSeAr 'tfttfl ll^ii ;- u^i 

fptik to hiih the •liri^ua^ of ouf welikneft attd ^oF our 
WRltchednefs-;"tO'boripbw-ix> expreffiombbt ItoA' our- 
heait ;t to niake BO'fetteilfplf ' of rifiA^ to hiM, tet YsttMri* t(» 
driw Him nearer to (ir; tolay Mr wanis bef6i*'^tnt'lliid to' 
impldii^ h»4id; to vTifli th^aHin^cfli'lileils an* #oHbip hittr 
and that his reign be eftablilhed in all hearts; that bis iriir 
^e done, as in heaven fo in earth ; that finaers return to 
tbe^piiths of r^fateoufnds; Aat ibeli^ers attab'^o the 
knowledge ot the truth; that he forgive us our lins t that 
he prererve us from temptations; that he affift our weak- 
nefs J that he deliver us from our miferies. All is fimple, 
but all is grtad in this divine prayer ; it recah man to him- 
felf, and, in order to adopl it as a model, nothing more is 
required than to feel our vrants; and to wifli deliverance 
from them. 

And behold why have I faid that the fecond iniquitous 
difpofition, from whence the pretext, founded mpon not 
knowing how to pray proceeded, is, that they do notfufii- 
dcntly feel the infinite wants of their foul. For, I-aflc 
you, my brethren, is it neceflary to teach a Tick perfon to 
entreat relief ? is a man prefled with hunger difficulted how 
to folicit food ? is -an unfortunate perfon beaten with th^ 

tempeft. 
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tonpeftt and on the point of perifhing, at a lofs how to 
implore aflifiance? Alas! doth the urgent neceflity alone 
not amply furnifli expreflions ? In the fole fenfe of our 
evila, do we not find that animated eloquence, thofe per- 
fuafive emotions, thofe prefling remonftrances which foli- 
cit their cure ? Has a fuffering heart occafion for any inaf- 
terto teach it to complain ? In it every thing fpcaks, every 
thing exprefles its affli£lion, every thing announces its fuf- 
ferings, and every thing folicits relipt ; even its (ilence is 
eloquent. 

You yourfelf, who complain that you know not what 
method to take in praying, in your temporal affliQions, 
from the infiant that a dangerous malady threatens your 
life, that an unlooked for event endangers your property 
and fortune, that an approaching death i« on the point of 
fnatching from you a perfon either dear or nccefTary ; then 
you raife your hands to heaven ; then you fend up your 
lamentations and prayers ; you addrcfs yourfelf to the God 
who ftrikes and who relieves ; you then know how to pray ; 
you have no need of going beyond your own heart for leflbns 
and rules to lay your afflifiions before hiir, nor do yoit 
confult able teachers in order to know what to fay to him ; 
you have occafion for nothing but your grief, your evils 
alone have found out the method of inilrufting you. 

Ah I my brethren, if we felt the wants of our fjul as 
we feel thofe of the body ; if our eternal falvation interell- 
ed us as much as we are for a fortune of dirt, or For a weak 
and perifhable health, we would foon be fkiliul in the di- 
vine art of prayer; we would not complain that we had 
nothing to fay in the prefence of a God of whom we 
have fo much to alk ; the mind would be little difficulted 
in finding wherewith to entertain him ; our evils alone 

Vol. I. Z z \i-ou!i 
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would fpeak ; in fpite oi ourfelves, our heart would burft 
forth in holy effufions, like that of Samuel's mother be- 
fore the ark of the Lord ; we would no longer be mafter 
of our forrows and teari ; and the rooft certain mark of 
our want of faith, and that we know ourfelves not, is thai 
of not knowing what to fay to the Lord in the fpace of a 
fliort prayer. 

And, after all, is it impoffible that, in the miferable 
condition of this human life, furrounded as we are with 
fo many dangers ; made up ourfelves of fo many weaknef- 
fes ; on the point , every moment, of being led aftray by 
the objefis of vanity, corrupted by the illufions of the 
fenfes, and dragged away by the force of example ; a con- 
tinual prey to the tyranny of our inclinations, to the do- 
minion of our flefh, to the inconfiancy of our heart, to 
the inequalities of our reafon, to the caprices of our im- 
agination, to the eternal variations of our temper ; depref- 
fed by lofs of favour, elated by profperity, enervated by 
abundance, foured by poverty, led away by cuftoms, (ha- 
ken by accidents, flattered with praife, irritated by con- 
tempt ; continually wavering between our paflions and 
our duties, between ourfelves and the law of God; is it 
pofTible, I fay, that in a fituation fo deplorable, we can be 
difliculted what to a(k of the Lord, or what to fay to him, 
when we appear in his prefence ? O my God ! why then 
is man not lef's miferable ? Or why is he not better acquaint- 
ed with his wants ? 

Ah ! if you told us my dear hearer, that you know not 
where to begin in prayer; that your wants are fo infinite, 
your miferies and your paflions fo multiplied, that, were 
you to pretend to expo(e them all to the Lord, you would 
never have done : if you faid to us, that the more you 

fearch 
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iearch into 3rour heart, the more your wounds unfold, the 
more corruption and diforders do you difcover in your, 
felfi and that, defpairing of being able to relate to the Lord 
the. endlefs detail of your weaknefles, you prefent your 
heart wholly to him, you leave your evils to fpeak for you, 
you ground your whole art ot prayer on your contufion, 
your humiliation, and you? filence ; and that in confequence 
of having too much to fay to him, you fay nothing ; if you 
fpeak in this manner, you would {peak the language of 
faith, and that of a penitent king, who, contemplating his 
repeated relapfes, and no longer daring to fpeak to hit God 
in prayer, faid, ** Lord, I am troubled, I am bowed down 
** greatly ; I go mourning all the day long : for mine ini- 
•* quities are gone over my head, as an heavy burden they 
«* are too heaVy for me. My heart panteth, my (Irength 
^'(ailethme; for I will declare mine iniquity,.! will be 
** forry for my fin. Forfake me not, O Lord : O my 
** God I be not far from me. Make haAe to help me, O. 
** Lord my falvation." Such is the filence of compunc- 
tion which forms before God the true prayer. 

But to complain that you have no longer any thing 16 
fay, when you wifh to pray : Alas I My dear hearer, wheft 
you prefent yourfelf before God, do your pad crimes hold 
out nothing for you to dread from his judgments, or to 
a(k from his mercy ? What ! your whole life has perhaps 
been only a fink ot debaucheries ; you have perverted every 
thing, grace, your talents, your reafon, your wealih, your 
dignities, all creatures; you have pafTed the bed part of 
your days in the negle£l of your God, and in all the delu- 
fions of the world and of the paflions ; you have vilified 
your heart by iniquitous attachments, defiled your body, 
difordered your imagination, weakened your lights, and 
even extinguifhed every happy difpofition which nature 

had 
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had placed in youf foul ; and the recolle&ioo of all tbitf 
furnifhes you with nothing in the prcfcncc of God ! And 
it infpires you with no idea of the method you ought to 
adopt, in having recourfe to him, in order to obtain ht» 
iorgivenefs of fuch accumulated crimes ? And you have 
nothing to fay to a God whom you have fo long offended ? 
O man ! Thy falvation, then, rouft either be without rc- 
fource, or thou muft have other means of accomplifliing 
it than thole of the divine clemency and mercy. 

But, my dear hearer, I go further. If you lead a Chrif- 
tian life ; if returned from the world and from pleafures, 
you are at lafl entered into the ways of falvation, you are 
ftill more unjuft in complaining that you find nothing to 
fay to the Lord in your prayers. What ! The fingular 
gi^ce of having opened your eyes, of undeceiving you 
with regard to the world, and withdrawing you from the 
bottom of the abyfs ; this bleifing fo rare, and denied to 
fo many finners, doth it give rife to no grateful feelings in 
your heart, when at his feet ? Can this recollcftion leave 
you cold and infenfible ? Is nothing tender awakened by 
the prefence of your benefaftor, you who pride yourfelf 
upon never having forgotten a benefit, and who pompoufly 
difplay the feeling and the excefs of your gratitude towards 
the creatures ? 

Befides, if you feel thofe endlefs tendencies, which in 
fpite of your change of life, ftill rife up within youagainft 
the law of God ; that difficulty which you ftill have in 
doing well; that unfortunate inclination which you ftill 
find within you towards evil ; thofe defires of a more per- 
feft virtue, which always turn out vain ; thofe refolutions 
to which you are always faithlefs; thofe opportunities, 
in which you find yourfelf the fame ; thofe duties, 

^ which 
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wbich always meet the fame repugnance in your heart : 
in a word, if you feel that inexhauftible fund of weak- 
nefs and of corruption, which remains with you af- 
ter your converfion, and which alarms fo much, your vir« 
tue, -you will not only have ample matter to addrefs the 
Lord in prayer, but your whole life will be one continual 
prayer* All the dangers which fliall threaten your weak- 
nefs, all the accidents which fliall fliake your faith, all the 
obje£b which fliall openafrefli the former wounds of your 
heart, all the inward emotions which fliall prove that the 
man of fin lives always within you, will lead you to look 
upwards to Him from whom alone you expefi deliverance 
from them. As theapoftle faid, every place will be to you 
a place of prayer ; every thing will dire£l your attention 
to God, becaufe every thing will fumifli you with chriftian 
refieQions upon yourfelf. 

Befides, my dear hearer, even granting that your own ne- 
ceflities fliould not be fufiicient to fill the void of your 
prayer, employ a portion of it with the evils of the church ; 
with the diflentions of the paftors; with that fpirit of 
fchifm and revolt which feems to be forming in the fan£lua- 
ry ; with the relaxation of believers ; with the depravity 
of manners ; with the fad progrefs of unbelief, and the 
diminution of faith among men. Lament over the fcan* 
dais of which you area continual witnefs ; complain to the 
Lord, with the prophet, that all has forfaken him ; that 
every one leeks his own intereft ; that even the fait of the 
earth hath become taftelefs, and that piety has become a 
traffic. £ntreat of the Lord, the confummation of his 
ele£l, and the fulfilment of his defigns upon his church; 
religious princes, faithful paJlors, humble and enlightened 
teachers, knowing and difinterelled guides ; peace to the 
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churches ; the extinQion of error, and the return of all wlio 
have gone aftray. 

What more (hall I add ? Entreat the converfion of your 
relations, friends, enemies, protefiors, and maftert ; the 
tonverfion of thofe fouls to whom you have been a ftum« 
bling-block ; of thofe whom you have formerly efiranged 
from piety through your deriGons and cenfures ; of thofe 
who perhaps owe their irreligion and f recthinking foldy to 
the impiety of your paft difcourfes ; of thofe of whom 
your examples or folicitations have formerly either per* 
verted the virtue, or feduced the weaknefs. Is it poilible 
that thefe great objeQs, ait once fo fad and fo interefting, 
cannot f urniOi attention to your mind, or fome feeling to 
your heart ? Every thing which furrounds you teaches you 
to pray ; every objeft, every accident which you fee 
around you, provides you with frefh opportunities of raif- 
ing yourfelt to God ; the world, retirement, the court, 
the righteous, the (inful, the public and domelUc occur- 
rences, the misfortunes of fome, and the profperity of 
others ; every thing, which meets your eyes, fuppiies you 
with fubje6l of lamentation, of prayer, of thankfgiving. 
Every thing inftru3s your faith ; every thing excites your 
zeai; all grieves your piety, and calls forth your gratitude ; 
and, amid fo many fubjefts of prayer, you cannot fupply 
a fingle inilant of prayer ! Surrounded with fo many op- 
portunities of raifing yourfelf to God, you have nothing 
to fay to him when you come to appear in his prefence ? 
Ah ! My brethren, how far removed muft God be from an 
heart, which finds it fuch a punifhment to convcrfe with 
him, and how little muft that mafter and friend be loved, 
to whom they never wi(h to fpeak ! 

And 
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And behold the iaft and the principal caufe ot our inca- 
pacity in prayer. They know not how to pray and to 
fpeak to their God, becaufe they do not love him. When 
the heart loves, it foon finds out how to communicate its 
feelings, and to a(fe& the obje£l of its love ; it foon knows 
what it ought to lay : Alu ! it cannot exprefs all that it 
feels. Let us efiablifh regularity once more in our hearts, 
my brethren ; let us fubftitute God in place ot the world ; 
then ihall our heart be no longer a ftranger before God. It 
is the irregularity of our affefiions, which is the fole caufe 
of our incapacity in prayer ; eternal riches can never be 
fervently a&ed, when they are not loved ; truths can ne- 
ver be well meditated upon, when they are not reliflied ; 
and little can be faid to a God who is hardly known ; fa- 
youn which are not defired, and freedom from paflions 
which are not hated, can never be very urgently folicited ; 
in a word, prayer is the language of love ; and we know 
not how to pray, becaufe we not how to love. 

But, as you will fay, doth an inclination (or prayer de- 
pend upon us ? And how is it poflible to pray, with dif- 
gufts and wanderings of the mind, which are not to be 
conquered, and which render it infupportable ? Second 
' pretext, drawn from the difgulls and the difficulties of 
prayer. 

Part II. One of the greateft excefles of fin, is un- 
doubtedly that backwardnefs, and, I may fay, that natural 
diOike which we have to prayer. Man innocent, would 
have founded his whole delight in holding converfe with 
God: all creatures would have been as an open book, 
where we would have inceifantly meditated upon his works 
and his wonders ; the imprelfions of the fenfes, under the 

command 
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command of reafon, would never have been able to turn 
him afide, in fpite of bimfelf, from the delight and the 
familiarity of his prefence; his whole life would have been 
one continued contemplation of the truth, and his whole 
happinefs in his innocence would have been founded on 
bis continual communications with the Lord, and the cer- 
tainty that he would never forlake him* 

Man muft therefore be highly corrupted, and fin mull 
have made ftrange alterations in us, to turn into a punifli- 
roent what ought to be our happinefs: ■ It is however only 
too true, that we almoft all bear in our nature this back- 
wardnefs, and this diflike to . prayer ; and upon thefe is 
founded the moil univerfal pretext, which is oppofed to 
the difcharge of this duty, fo effential to chriftian piety. 
Even perfons, to whom the habit of prayer ought to be 
rendered more pleafing and more familiar, by the pra&ice 
of virtue, continually complain of the difgufts and of the 
conftant wanderings which they experience in this holy ex- 
ercife ; infomuch that, looking upon it either as a weari- 
fome duty, or as a loll trouble, they abridge its length, and 
think themfelves happily quit of a yoke and of a flavery, 
when this moment of wearinefs and reftraint is over. 

Now, I fay, that nothing is more unrighteous than to 
cftrange ourfelves from prayer, on account of the difgufts 
and wanderings of the mind, which render it painful and 
difagreeable to us ; lor thcfe difgufts and wanderings origin- 
ate, ift, From our lukewarmnefs and our infidelities ; or, 
2dly, In our being little accuftomed to prayer ; or, 3dly, 
In the wifdom even of God, who tries us, and who wifhes 
to purify our heart, by withholding for a lime the fenlible 
confolations of prayer. 

Yes. 
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. .y«t, my brethnm, the firft, and die motl common fource 
of the dirgufts and the drynefs of our prayers, is the luke- 
warmnefa and the infidelity of our life. It is, in cffcA, 
an injuftice, to pretend that we can bring to prayer a fc- 
fene and tranquil a:iind ; a cool imagination, free from all 
the vain phantoaaa by which it is agitated ; an heart affcEU 
cd with, and difpofed tofdifli the prefence of its Godp wbilo 
our whole life, though otberwife virtuous in the eyes of roan« 
fluU he one continual diflipation ; while we fliali coniinue 
to live among objefis the nvift calculated to move the ima« 
gination, and to make thofc lively impreflSons on us which 
are never done away ; in a word^ while we fluU preferve 
a tfaoufand iniquitous attachmeott in our heart, wbicb» 
though not abfolutely criminal in our eyes, yet trouble, di- 
videv and occupy us, and which weaken in us, or even 
toully deprive us of- any relifli for God, and the things of 
heaveik 

AIu ! my brethren, if the mod retired and the moA ho« 
ly fouk ; if the moft reclofe penitents, pmificd by long 
retreat aiid by a life altogether devoted to heaven, ilill 
found in -the iole remeflnbraoce of their paft manners cliia- 
greeable images, which forcedtheir way even into their fo- 
litude, to difturb the comfort ind the traaqiiillity of their 
pra)rers ( do we expeft that in a life, regular I contefs, but 
full of agitations, of occafions by which we are led away, 
of obje&s which unfettle us, of t<:uiputions which dtf- 
quiet, of pleafures which enervate, of fears and hopes 
which agitate us, we ihall find ourfelves, in prayer, all of 
a fudden new men, purified from all thofe images wiiicli 
fully our mind, freed from all thofe attachments which 
come to divide, and perhaps to corrupt our heart, in 
tranquillity from all thofe agiutions which continually make 
fuch violent and iuch dangerous imprcfiiona upon our 
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foul ; and that, forgetting for a moment the entire worlds 
and all thofe vain obje£b which we have fo lately qaiued, and 
which we ftili bear in our remembrance and in our heart, 
we fliall, all of a fudden, find ourfelves raifed, before 
God, to the meditation of heavenly things* penetrated 
with love for eternal riches, filled with compunfiion for 
innumerable infidelities which we ftill love, and with a 
tranquillity of mind and of heart, which the protoundeft 
retirement, and the moft rigorous feclufion from the world* 
frequentlv do not beftow ? Ah ! my brethren, how nnjull 
we are, and into what terrible reproaches againft ourfelves 
(hall the continual complaints made by us againft the du- 
ties of piety one day be turned ! 

And to go farther into this truth, and to enter into a de- 
tail, which renders it more evident to you ; you complain, 
in the firft place, that your mind, incapable ot a moment's 
attention in prayer, wanders from it, and flies off in fpite of 
yourfelt. But how can it be otherwife, or how can you 
find it attentive and colle£led, if every thing you do takes 
off its attention and unfettles it ; if in the detail of conduft 
you never rccol left yourfelf; if you never accuflom your- 
fclf to that menul reflexion, to that life of faith, which, 
even amid the diffipations of the world, finds ample four- 
ces of holy refle£kions ? To have a coIleQed mind in pray- 
er, you mud bring it along with you ; it is neceffary that 
even your intercourfe with finners, when obliged to live 
among them, the fight of their paflions, of their anxieties, 
fears, hopes, joys, chagrins, and wretchednefs, fuppjy 
your faith with reflexions, and turn your views towards 
God, who alone bellows coIJeQion of mind and the tran- 
quillity of prayer. Then, even on quitting the world and 
thofe worldly converfations, where duty alone (hall have 
engaged your prefence, you will find no difficulty in go- 

ing 



ON PRAYER. 

ing'to h^colleft youifelf before Godt and in forgetting at 
his feet thofe vain agitationiL which you have fo lately wit* 
nefled. On the contrary, the defigns of faith which you 
fhall there have preferved ; the blindneft of the worldly, 
which you fliall there have inwardly deplored, will caufe 
you to find new comforts at the feet ot Jefus Chrift ; you 
will there, with confolation, recreate yourfeli from the 
wearinefs of diffipation and of worldly nothings; you 
mil lament, with increafed fatisiaClion, over the folly of 
men who fo madly purfue after a vapour, a chimerical 
happinefs, which eludes their grafp, and which it is im- 
poi&ble ever to attain, for the world in which they feek it 
cannot bellow it ; you will there more warmly thank the 
LiOrd for having with fo much goodnefs, and notwithfland- 
ing your crimes, enlightened and difcemed you from that 
multitude which mull periih ; you will there fee, as in a 
new light, the happinefs of thofe fouls who ferve him, 
and whofe eyes being opened upon vanity, no longer live 
but for the truth. • 

. ^dly^ You complain that your heart, infenfible in pray- 
cr, feels nothing fervent for its God, but, on the contrary, 
a difguft which renders it infupporuble. . But how is it 
poflible that your heart, wholly engrofled with the things 
of the earth, filled with iniquitous attachments, inclina- 
tion for the world, love of yourtelf, fchemes for exalting 
your ftation, and defires perhaps of pleafing ; how is it 
poflible, I fay, th^ your heart, compounded with fo ma* 
ny earthly aflfefiions, ihould fiill have any feeling for the 
things of heaven ? It is wholly filled with the creatures ; 
where then flu>uld God find his place in it ? We cannot 
love both God and the world. Thus, when the Ifraelites 
had pafiicd the Jordan, and had eatep of the fruits of the 
earth, '* the nuipna ceafed on the morrow after they bad 
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«■ eaten of the old cdrn of the bndt neither had llie cfiUdrm 
«* of Ifrael manna any more ;" as if to Aew that they 
could not enjoy at the fame time both the heavenly bov* 
rifhmenty and that of the earth. 

Love of the world, faid St Augufiin, like a dangerMf 
fever, ifaedfl an univerfal bittemefs through the heart, which 
renders the invifible and eternal riches infipid and difgufU 
ing to us. Thus, you never come to prayer, but with an 
infurmountable difguft : Ah ! It itf a proof that your heart 
is difeafed : that a fecret fever, and perhaps unknown to 
yourielf, caufes it to languifli, Taps and difgufts it ; that it 
is engrofled by a foreign love. Mount to the fource of 
your difgufts towards God, aixd every thing conne&ed witb 
him, and feie if they (hall not be found in the iniquitoiu 
attachments of your heart ; fee if you are not ftill a flave 
to yourfelf, to the vain cares of drefs, to frivolous friend- 
fhips, to dangerous animofities, to fecret envies, to deGrea 
of rank, to every thing around you : thefe are the fource 
of the evil : apply the remedy to it ; take fomething every 
day upon yourfelf; labour ferioufly towards purifying your 
heart ; you will then tafte the comforts and the confolau 
tions of prayer; then, the world no longer engrofling 
your affeftions, you will find your God more worthy of 
being loved : we foon ardently love the only objed of our 
love. 

And, after all, render glory here to the truth : Is it not 
true, that the days in which you have been more guarded 
upon yourfelf; the days in which you have made fome fa- 
crifices to the Lord, o! your inclinations, of your indo. 
lencc, ot your temper, of your averfions ; is it not true 
that, in thefe days, you have addrelTed your prayers to the 
Lord, with more peace, more confolation, and more de. 

light ? 
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light ? We encoantcr» with double pleafure, the eyes of 
a mafter, to whom we have lately given Tome flriking 
proof of fidelity ; on the contrary, we are in pain before 
him, when we feel that he has caufe of a thoufand juft re* 
proaches againft us ; we are then anxious and under re* 
firaint ; we endeavour to hide ourlelves from his view, 
like the firft finner ; we no longer addrefs him with that 
overflowing heart, and that confidence, which a confci- 
ence pure and void of offence infpires ; and the moments 
when we are under the neceflity of fupporting his divine 
prefence, are anxioufly counted. 

Thus, when Jefus Chrift commands us to pray, he be- 
gins with ordering us to watch. He thereby means us to 
underiland that vigilance is the only preparation to prayer ; 
that to love to pray, it is neceflary to watch ; and that 
fondnefs for and coniolations in prayer, are granted only 
to the recolle£lion and to the facrifices of vigilance. I 
know that, if you do not pray, you can never watch over 
yourfelf and live holily ; but I likcwife know, that, if 
you exert not that vigilance which caufes to live holily, 
you can never pray with comfort and with confutation. 
Prayer, it is true, obuins for us the grace of vigilance ; 
but it is yet more true, that vigilance alone can draw 
down upon us the giit and the utagc of the prayer. 

And from thence, it is eafy to conclude, that a life of 
the world, even granting it to be the moil innocent ; that 
is to fay, a life ol pleafure, continual gaming, diflipation, 
and theatrical amufements, which you call fo innocent, 
when attended with no other harm, than that of difqualify. 
ing you for prayer ; when this worldly life, which you fo 
ftrongly juftity, ihould contain nothing more criminal, 
than that of difgufting you at prayer, of drying up your 
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heart, of unfettliog your imagination, oi weakening your 
faith, and of filling your mind with anxiety and trouble ; 
when we fliould judge of the fecurity of this fiate mereiy 
from what you continually tell us, that you are incapable 
of arranging yourfelt for prayer, and that, on your part, 
it is always attended with an infupportable difguft and wea* 
rinefs ; I fay, that for thefe reafons alone, the moft inno^ 
cent worldly life is a life of fin and reprobation ; a life for 
which there is no falvation ; for falvation is promifed folc- 
ly to prayer ; falvation is not atuinable, but through the 
aid of prayer ; falvation is granted only to perfeverance 
in prayer; confequently, every liie which places an in- 
vincible obfiacle in the way of prayer can have no preten- 
fions to falvation. Now, you are fully fenfible yourfelvcs, 
my brethren, that a Hfe of diflipation, of gaming, of plea- 
fure, and of public places, puts an eflential obilacle in the 
way of prayer ; that it places in your heart, in your ima- 
gination, in your fenfes, an invincible difguft at prayer, 
an unfettlednefs incompatible with the fpirit of prayer ; 
you continually complain of this ; you even make u(e of 
it as a pretext not to pray ; and from thence be afTured 
that there is no falvation for the worldly life, even the 
tnoft innocent ; for, wherever prayer is impoflible, falva- 
tion muft Iikewife be fo. Firft reafon of the difguils and 
of the wanderings of our prayers ; the lukewarmnefs and 
the infidelity of our life. 

The fecond is, our little ufagc of prayer. We pray 
with difguft, becaiife we fcldom pray. For, tjlfy. It is 
the pra3ice alone of prayer which will gradually calm your 
mind, which will infenfibly banifli from it the images of 
the world and of vanity, which will difperfe all thofe 
clouds which produce all the difgufls and the wanderings 
of your prayers. 2^/y, You muft alk tor a long time be- 
fore 
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fore you can obtain; you muft prefs, folicit, and even 
importune ; the fweets and the confolations of prayer are 
the fruit and the reward of prayer itfeli. ^dly. There muft 
be familiarity, in order ta find pleafure in it. If you fcl* 
dom pray, the Lord will be a firange and an unknown God 
to you, as I may fay, before whom you will feel yourfclf 
embarrafled, and under a kind of reftraint ; with whom 
you will never experience thofe overflowings oi heart* 
that fweet confidence, that holy freedom, which familiari- 
ty alone beftows, and which conftitute tlie whole pleafure 
of the divine intercourfe. God requires to be known, in 
order to be loved. The world lofes by being examined ; 
the furface, and the firft glance of it, are alone fmiling. 
Search deeper, and it is no longer but emptinefs, vanity, 
anxious care, agiution, and milery. But the Lord muft 
be tailed, fays the prophet, in order to feel how good he 
is. The more you know, the more you love him ; the 
more.ypu unite yourfelf to him, the more da you feel that 
there is no true happinefs on the earth, but that of know- 
ing and of loving him. 

It-is the ufe, therefore, of prayer,- whicb alone can ren- 
der prayer pleafing. Thus we fee, that the generality of 
.perfons who complain of the difguils and of the wander- 
ings of their prayers, feldom pray ; think this important 
duty fulfilled, when they have bellowed upon the Lord a 
few hally moments of thoughtlefiTnefs and reftraint; for- 
fake it on the firft fymptoms of difguft ; make no exertion 
to reduce and to familiarife their mind to it ; and far from 
confidering prayer as being Tendered !only more neceiTary 
to them, . by their invincibk repugnance ioitv ihey regard 
that very repugnance as a legal excufe, which difpcnfes 
them altogether from it. 
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But how find time in the world, you will (ay, to make 
fo long and fo frequent an uTe of prayer ? You, ny dear 
bearer, not find time to pray ? But wherefore is time given 
lo you, but to entreat of God to forget your crimefl, to 
look upon you with eyes of compaffion, and to- place- you 
one day among the number of his ■ holy I You have not 
time to pray ? But you have nottioie^ then, to be a Chrif- 
tian ? For, a man who prays not, is a man who has no 
God, no worOiip, and no hope* Yoa have not time to 
pray ? But prayer is the beginning of all good'; and if you 
do not pny, you have not yet performed a (ingle work 
for eternal life. Ah ! my brethren,- is time ever Wanting 
to foUcitthe fevours of the earth, to importune the mafter, 
to bciiege tho(e who are in place, to beftow upon pleafars, 
tr upon idlenefs ? What ufelefs moments { What languid 
add tirefome days, through the -mere gloom w4iicbever 
adcompanics idlenefs I What time loft in vain ceremonials, 
in idle converfations, in boundlefs gaming, in f/uitlefs 
fubjefiions, in grafping at chimeras which move farther 
and farther from us ! Great God ! -And time is wained to 
a(k heaven of thee, to appeafe thy wrath, and to fuppli- 
cate thine eternal mercies I How humbly, O my God, mu/l 
falvation be eftimated, when" time is wanted to entreatof 
thy mercy to favc us ! And how much are we to be de- 
pfered, to find fo many moments for the' world, and to be 
unable to find a fingle one for eternity ! Second -caufe of 
the difgufts, and of the wanderings of our prayers ; the 1 jt« 
tie ufe of prayer^Hitfelf. 

It is true, my brethren, that this reafon is not fo gene- 
ral, but what fouls, the moft faithful to prayer, are often 
feen to experience all thofe difgufts and thofe wanderings 
of which I fpeak ; but I fay, that thefe difgufts proceed 
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horn the wirdom of Gad, who means to purify them, and 
who leads them by that path,, only in order to fulfil his 
eternal defigns of mercy upon them ; laftreafon; thatcon* 
fequently, fiar from being repulfed by what they find gloomy 
and difagreeable in prayer, they ought to perfervere in it, 
with even more fidelity, than if the Lord had (hed upon 
them the moft abundant and the moft fenfible confofaitions, 

tjliy, Becaufe you ought to confider thefe difgufts as the 
juft punifhment of your paft infidelities. Is it not reafona- 
ble, that God make you expiate the criminal voluptuouf- 
nefs ol your worldly life by the difgufts and the forrows 
of piety ? Weaknefs of temperament does not perhaps per- 
mit you, to punifh, by corporei^ fufierings, the licentiouf- 
nefs of your paft manners ; is it not juft that God fupply 
that, by the punifhioent, and the inward afflifiions of the 
mind ? Would you pretend to pafs in an inftant from the 
pleafures of the world to thofe ot grace ; from the viands 
of £gyptfl to the milk and honey of the land of promife, 
without the Lord having firft made you to undergo the 
barrennefs and the fatigues of the defert ; and, in a word, 
that he fliould not chaftife the delights. If I may venture 
to fay fo, of guilt, but by thofe of virtue. 

tdiy^ You have fo long refufed yourielf to God, in 
fpite of the moft lively infpirations of his grace, which 
recalled you to the truth and to the light ; you have fo 
long (ufiered him to knock at the gate of your heart be^ 
fore you opened it to him ; you have difputed, ftroggled 
againft, wavered, deferred fo much, before you gave your- 
Jielf to him ; is it not juft that he leave you to foiicit for 
fiime time before he give himfelf to you with all the cos- 
folations of his grace ? The delays and the urryings of the 
Lord are the juft ponifhmcnt of your own. 
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But, even admitdng thefe reafons to be leb weightf , 
how do you know if the Lord thereby mean not to render 
this exilement and this reparation in which we live from him 
more hateful to you, and to increafe the fervency of your 
longings for that immortal country where truth, feen in open 
day, will always appear lovely, becaufe we fliall fee it 
fuch as it i$ ? How do you know if he thereby mean not 
to infpire you with new compunQion for your pail crimes, 
by making you fenfible, at every moment, of the contra- 
riety and difguft which they have left in your heisrt to the 
truth and to righteoufnefs ? La&ly, How do you know, 
if the Lord mean not, by thefe difgufts, to perfefi the pu- 
rification of what may as yet be too human in your piety ? 
If he mean not to eftablifh your virtue upon that truth 
which is always the fame, and not upon inclination and 
fancy, which inceflantly change ; upon rules which are 
eternal, and not upon confolaiions which are tranfitory ; 
upon faith which never fails to facrifice the vifible for 
the invifible riches, and not upon feeling which leaves 
to the world almoft the fame empire that grace hath 
over your heart ? A piety wholly of fancy goes a fhort way, 
if not fuflained and confirmed by the truth. It is danger- 
ous to let our fidelity depend upon the feeling difpolitions 
of an heart which is never an inftant the fame, and upon 
. which every objeft makes new impreflions. The du- 
ties which only pleafe when they confole, do not pleaie 
long ; and that virtue which is folely founded on fancy, 
can never fuftain itfelf, becaufe it refits only upon our- 
Iclves. 

For, after all, if you feek only the Lord in your prayers, 
provided that the way by which he leads you condu£l to 
hinn it ought to matter little to you wh^her it be by that 
of difgufts or of confolations, for, being the furcil, it 

ouglit 



ON PRAYER. 395 

ought aliirays to appear preferable to all others. If you 
pray only to attra£l more aids from heaven in relief of 
your wants, or in fupport of your weaknefs, faith teach- 
ing you that prayer, even when accompanied with thofe 
difgufts and thofe drynefles. obtains the fame favours, pro*' 
duces the lame efie£ls, and is equally acceptable to God, 
as that in which fenfible confolations are found : What do 
I fay ? that it may become even more agreeable to th^ 
Lord, through your acceptance ot the difficulties which 
you there encounter; faith teaching you this, you ought 
to be equally faithful to prayer as if it held out the moft 
fenfible attra£lions, otherwife it would not be God whom 
you fought, biit yourfelves ; it would not be eternal riches, 
but vain and fleeting confolations; it would not be the re< 
medies ot faith, but the fupports of your felf-lovc. 

Thus, be whom you may who now liften to me, imitate 
the woman of Canaan ; be faithful to prayer, ar^d in the 
ftilfilment of this duty you will find all. the refi:ruflained 
and rendered eafy. If a finner, pray : it was through 
payer alone that the publican and the finful woman of the 
gofpel obtained feelings of compunflion, and the grace of 
a thaibugh penitence ; and prayer is the only fource and 
the only path of righteoufnefs. If righteous, Aill pray ; 
perfeverance in fiiith and in piety is promifed only to pray, 
er ; and by that it was that Job, that David, that Tobias 
perfevered to the end. If you live amid finners, and your 
duty does not permit you to withdraw yourfelf from the 
fight of their irregularities and example, pray : the greater 
the dangers, the more necelTary does prayer become ; and 
the three children in the flames, and Jonah in the belly of 
a moniler, found fafety only through prayer. If the en« 
gagements of your birth, or ot your Aation, attach you to 
the court of kings, pray : Eflher, in the court of Ahatue- 

rus. 
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nil, Daniel in thii of Darius, the prophets hi the palace* 
6( the kings of IfraeU were fotely indebted to prayer for 
their life and falvation. If you Jive in retirement^ pray : 
folitude itfelf becomes a rock, if a continual intercourse 
with God^does not defend us againfi ourfel ves ; and Judith* 
in the fectecf of her houfe, and the widow Ann in tfa^ 
temple, and the Anthonies in the defert, found the fruit and 
the fecurity of their fttnmt in prayer alone. If eftablifli^- 
td in the church tor the infbruftion of the people, pray i 
all the power and all the faci^rs of your minifhy rouft de- 
pend upon your prayers ; and the apoftles converted the 
univerfe foleiy becaufe they had appropriated nothing to 
themfelves but prayer and the preaching of the gofpel. 
Lafily, Be whom vou may* I again repeat it, in profperityt 
or in indigence, in joy or in affliftion, in trouble or in 
peace, in fervency or in defpondency, in luft or in the 
ways of righteoufnefs, advanced in virtue, or ftill in the 
firft fteps of penitence, pray : prayer is the fafety of all 
flations, the confolation of all forrows, the duty of all 
Conditions, the foul of piety, the fupport of faith^ the 
grand foundation of religion, and all religion itfelf. O 
my God ! ihed then upon us that fpiric of grace and of pray* 
er which was to be the diftinguifliing mark of thy churchy 
and the portion of a new people ; and purify our hearu 
and our lips, that we may be enabled to offer up to thee 
pbre homages, fervent (ighs, and prayers worthy of the 
eternal riches which thou haft fo often promifed to thofe 
who fhall have well entreated them. 



SERMON 



SERMON XIV- 

FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES. 



Matthew v. 45. 

Yt have heard that it haih been /aid, Thoujhatt love ihy 
neighbour and hate thine enemy •• But I fay unto you^ 
tove your enemies, 

XT is commonly believed that a degree of influlgence and 
caution had been ufed by the legiflator of the Jews, in 
publifliing the law on forgivcnefs of injuries, that obliged 
to accommodate it, in fome refpefi, to the weaknefs of a 
camai people, and otherwife perfuaded that, ot all virtues, 
chat of loving an enemy was the moft difficult to the heart 
of man, he was fatisfied with regulating and prefcribing 
bounds for revenge. It was only in order to prevent great 
exceflcs, lays St. Auguftin, that he meant to give authority 
to fmaller ones. The law, like all the others, had its fane* 
tity, its goodnefs, its juftice ; but it was rather an efiab- 
lifliment of polity than a rule of piety. It was calculated 
to ziiainuin the internal tranquillity of the ftate; but it 
neither touched the heart, nor ftruck at the root of hatreds 
and revenge. The only eflefi propofed was either to reftrain 
the aggreflbrt by threatening him with the laine ponifhihent 
with which he had grieved his brother, or to put a check 

upon 
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upon the irritation of the offended^ by letting him Tee tbaf, 
if he exceeded in the fatisfa£lion required, he expofed him- 
felf to undergo all the furplus of his revenge. 

Philofophers, in their morality, had alfo placed the for- 
givenefs of injuneiamong ihe number of virtues ; but that 
was a pretext of vanity, rather than the rule of difcipline. 
It is becaufe revenge reeme4 tjo them to carry along with it 
fomething, I know not what, of mean and paflionate» 
which would have disfigured* die portrait, and the proud 
tranquillity of their fage : that it appeared difgraceful to 
them to be unable to. rife fuperior to an injury. The for- 
givenefs oi their enemies was folely founded, therefore, 
upon the contempt in which they hetfi them. They aveng- 
ed themfelves by difdaining revenge ; and pride readily 
gave up the pleafure of hurting thofe who have^injured us» 
for the pleafure which was found in defpifing them. 

But the law of the gofpe), upon loving our enemies, 
neither flatters pride nor fpares felfJove. In the forgive- 
nefs of injuries nothing ought to indemnify the Chriftian, 
but the confolation of imitating Jef us Chrifl, and of obey- 
ing him; but the claims, which, in an enemy, prove to 
him a brother; but the hope of meeting, before the Eter- 
nal Judge, with the fame indulgence which he (hall have 
ufed towards men. Nothing ought to limit him in his 
charity, but charity itfelf, which hath no bounds, which 
excepts neither places, times, nor perfons, which ought 
never to be cxtinguiOied. And, (hould the religion of 
Chrillians have no other proof againft unbelief than the 
fublime elevation of this maxim, it would always have this 
pre-eminence in fan£lity, and confequently in apparent 
truth overall the fe£ls which have ever appeared upon the 
earth. 

Let 
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Let US unfold; therefore, the motives and the rules of 
'this eflential point of the law : the motives^ byeftabliOiing 
the equity of the precept through the very pretexts which 
feem to oppofe it ; the rules, by laying open the illufions 
under which every one juftifies to himfelt their infra6lions : 
that is to fay, the injufiice of our hatreds, and the falfity 
of our reconciliations. 

/ 

Part L The three principles which nfually bind men 
to each other, and by which are formed all human unions 
and friendfliips, are fancy, cupidity, and vanity. Fancy. 
We follow a certain propenfity of nature, which being the 
caufe of our finding, in fome perfons, a greater fimilarity 
to our own inclinations, perhaps alfo greater allowances 
for our faults, binds us to them, and occafions us to find, 
in their fociety, a comfort which becomes wearinefs in that 
of the reft of men. Cupidity. We feek out ufeful friends ; 
from the moment that they are neceflary to our pleafure or 
to our fortune, they become worthy of our friendfiiip ; inter- 
eft is a grand charm to the majority of hearts ; the titles which 
render us powerful, are quickly tranfmuted into qualities 
which render us apparently amiable, and friends are never 
wanting, when we can pay the friendfhip of thofc who 
love us. Laftly. Vanity. Friends who do us honour 
are always dear to us ; it would feem that, in loving them, 
we enter, as it were, into partnerOiip with them, in that 
difttndion which they enjoy in the world ; we feek to 
deck ourfelves, as I may fay, with their reputation ; and, be- 
ing unable to reach their merit, we pride ourfelves in their 
fociety, in order to have it fuppofed that, at leaft, there is 
not much betwixt us, and that like loves like. 

Thefe are the three great ties of human fociety. Reli- 
gion and charity unite almoft nobody ; and from thence it 

is. 
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is, that from the moment men ofiend ovr fancy, thai thej 
are unfavourable to ow interefts. or that they wound our 
reputation and our vanity, the human and brittle ties which 
united us to them are broken afunder ; our heart withdnwi 
from them, and no longer finds in itfielf, with refpeA to 
them, but animoGty and bitternefs. And behold the thrco 
moft general fources of thofe hatreds which men nourifli 
againfi each other ; which change all the fweets of fociety 
into endlefs inveteracies; which empoifon all the. delight of 
converfations, and all the innoeency of mmval uttercourfc i 
and which, atucking religion in the hcartf nevertheleri 
prefent themfelves to us under appearances of equity, 
which juftif y them in our eyes, and ftrtngthen ua in theau 

I fay, from the moment that men ofiend our fancy | 
and this is the firft pretext, and the firft feurce of our 
withdrawing from, and of our hatreds againft our brethren^ 
You fay that you cannot acc<Mrd with fuch a perfon ; that 
every thing in him ofiends and difpleafes you ; that it is an 
antipathy which you cannot conquer ; that all his mannera 
feem fafhioned to irritate you ; that to fee him would an« 
fwer the fole purpofe of augmenting, the natural averfion 
which you have to him ; and that nature bath placed with« 
in us hatreds and likings, conformities and averfions, for 
which (he alone is to beanfwerable. 

To this I might at once anfwer, by eftabliihing the foun- 
dations of the Chriftian do3rine upon loving our brethren r 
Is that man, in confequence of difpleafing, and being 
difagreeable to your fancy, lefs your brother, child of God. 
citizen ot Heaven, member of Jefus Chrift, and inheritor 
of the eternal promifes ? Doth his humour, his charafier, 
whatever it may be, efface any one of thofe augull tra£ls 
which be hath received upon the facred font, which 

unite 
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which unite him to you by divine and immortal ties, and 
which ought to render him dear and refpefiable to you ? 
When Jefus Chrift commands us to bve our brethren as 
oorielves, doth he mean to make a precept which cofis no- 
thing to the. heart, and in the fulfihnent oi which we found 
neither difficulty nor hardOiip ? Ah I What occafion had 
he to command us to love our brethren, if, in virtue of 
that commandment, we were obliged to love only thofe ior 
whom we feel a natural fancy and inclination. The heart 
hath no occafion^ on this point, for precept ; it is its own 
law. The precept then fuppofes a difficulty on our 
pan : Jeius ChriU hath, therefore, forefeen, that it would 
be hard upon us to love our brethren ; that we Ihould find 
within us antipathies anddiilikes which would withdraw us 
irom them ; and behold why be hath attached fo much meril 
to the obfervance of this fingle point, and hath To often de^ 
clared to us that, to obferve it, was to obferve the whole 
law. Averfion to our brethren, far then from juftitying 
our eftrangemcnt from them, renders to us, on the contrary, 
the obligation of loving them more precile, and places us 
perfonally in the cafe of the precept. 

. But bcfides, ought a Chriftian to be regulated by fancy 
and humour, or by the principles ol reaton, of faith, of 
rei^ion, and of grace ? And fince when it the natural 
fancy, which we are commanded by the gofpel to oppofe, 
become a privilege which difpenfes us from its rules ? If 
the repugnance felt for duties %vere a title ot exemption, 
where is the believer who would not he quit of the whole 
law, and who would not find his juiUfication and his inno* 
cency, in proportion as he felt a greater degiee of corrup* 
tion in his heart i Are our fancies our law ? Is rtbgion on- 
ly the ftipport, and not the remedy of nature ? Is it not a 
wcahnefs, even in the eyts of the world, to regulate our 
Vai.. r. C 3 fteps 
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fteps and our fentiments, our hatreds and our love towud$ 
men, merely upon the caprices of a fancy for which we 
can give no reafon ourfelves ? Do men of this defcription 
do great credit, I do not fay to religion, but to humanity ? 
And are they not, even to the world itfelF, a fpe&acle of- 
contempt, of derifion, and of cenfure ? What a chaos would 
fociety be, if fancy alone were to decide upon our duties, 
and upon reciprocal attentions, and if men were to be uni- 
ted by no other law ? Now, if the rules even of iociety, 
exa£l; that fancy alone be not the fole principle of our con- 
du3 towards the relt of men, fliould the gofpel be more in* 
dulgent on that point ? The gofpel, which preaches only 
felf-denial ; which every where commands us to do vio- 
lence upon ourfelves, and to ftrive againfl our fancies and 
our afIe£lions ; which demands that we a£l through views 
fuperior to flefh and blood, and that we hefiute not to fa- 
crifice to the fan£lity of faith, and to the fublimity of its 
rules, not only our caprices, but our moft legal inclina- 
tions. 

It is therefore abfurd, to alledge to us an averfion to 
your brother, which is itfcli your guilt. I might further 
fay : You complain that your brother is difpleaGng to 
you, and that it is not poflible for you to bear with, or to 
be in agreement with him ; but do you fuppofe, that you 
yourfelf are difpleafing to none ? Can you guarantee to 
us, that you are univerfally liked, and that every one ap. 
plauds and approves you ? Now, if you exa3, that every 
thing offenfi ve in your manners be cxcufed, upon the good- 
nefs of your heart, and on account of thofe eflential quali- 
ties upon which you pride yourfelf; if to you, it appear 
unreafonable to be offended at nothings, and by certain 
fallies of which we cannot always command ; if you infift 
upon being judged by the confequence, by the ground- 
work, 
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work, by the re£litude of your fentiroents and conduQp 
and not in confequeAce of thofe humours which fometiines 
involuntarily efcape you, and upon which it is very diffi« 
cult to be always guarded againft one's feli : have the fame 
equity for your brother; apply the fame rule to yourfelf ; 
bear with him as you have occafion to be borne with your 
felf ; and do not jufiify by your eftrangement from him, 
the unjuft averfions which may be had to yourfelf. And 
this rule is fo much the more equitable, as that you have 
only to caft your eyes upon what is continually pafling in 
the world, to be convinced that thofe who are loudeft 
in trumpeting forth the faults of their brethren, are the 
very perfons with whom nobody can ag^ee, who are the 
pefts of focieties, and a grievance to the reft of men. 

And I might here demand^ of you, my dear hearer, it 
this principle of contrariety, which renders your brother 
fo infupporuble to you, be not more in yourfelf, that is 
to fay, in your pride, in the capricioufnefs of your temper, 
in the contrariety of your chara£ler, than in this ; demand 
of you, if all the world fee in him what you believe to 
fee yourfelf; if his friends, his relations, his intimates look 
upon him with the fame eyes that you do ? Wliat do I 
know I I might demand of you, if that which difpleafes 
you in him, be not perhaps his good qualities : if his ta- 
lents, his reputation, his credit and his fortune, have not 
perhaps a greater (hare in your averfion, than his faults ; 
and if it be not his merit or his rank which have hitherto 
in your fight conftituted his whole crime. We are fo 
ealily deceived in this point ! £nvy is a paflion fo maflced, 
and fo artful in difguifing itfelf! As there is fomethbg 
mean and rafcally in it| and as it it a (eciet confefiion 
made to oorfelves of our own mediocrity, it always (hews 
itfelf to us under foreign outfides, which completely con- 
ceal 



404 SfiRlIOV XIV. 

ceal it from ui ; but fathom your lieait« ind you will fee 
•that all thofe, who either furpafs* or who (hine with too much 
' luflre near you, have the raiifortune to difpleafe you ; that 
you find amiable, only thole who have nothing to conteft 
with you ; that all who rife above, or are even equal to 
you. conftrain and hurt you ; and that to have a claina to 
your f riendOiip, it is neceflacy to have none either to your 
pretenGoni or expe£bncies. 

But I go fiill further, and I entreat you to liften to me. 
I admit your brother to have more faults than even you ac- 
cufe him of having. Alas ! You are fo gentle and fo 
friendly towards thofe, from whom you expefi yoar for- 
tune and your eAablifliment, and whofe temper, haughti- 
nefs, and manners ihock you! You bear with all their 
pride, their repulfes, their fcoms ; you fwallow all their 
inequalities and caprices : You are never difheartened ; 
your patience is always greater than your antipathy and 
your repugnance, and you neglefl: nothing to pleafe. Ah I 
If you regarded your brother, as he upon whom depends 
eternal falvation, as he to whom you are to be indebted, 
not for a fortune of dirt, and an uncertain cflablifhmcnr» 
but for the fortune even of your eternity, would you foN 
low, with regard to him, the caprice of your fancy ? 
Would you not conquer the unjuft antipathy which eftran- 
gcs you from him ? Would you fuffer fo much in putting 
your inclinations in unifon with your eternal interefts, and 
in doing upon yourfelf fo ufeful and fo neceflfary a vio- 
lence ? You bear with every thing for the world and tor 
vanity ; and you cry out, how hard ! from the moment that 
a fingle painful proceeding is exafled of you for eternity. 

And fay not that there are caprices ol nature, of which 
no account can be given, and that we arc not the matters 

of 



^ 



r01Ll»VENKS8 OF IMJURISS 405 

ef oar fioicies ind likings. I grant tfais to a certain'point ; 
but there is a tove of reafon and of religioin, which ought 
kiways to gain the day over that of nature. The. gofpel 
exa£U not that you have a iancy for your brother, it ex- 
aQs that you love him ; that is to fay, that you bear with 
him, that you excufe him, that you conceal his faults, 
that you ferve him ; in a word, that you do for him what- 
ever you would wiOi to have done for yourfelf. Charity 
is not a blind and capricious fancy, £ natural liking, a fym* 
pathy of temper and difpoHtion ; it is a juft, enlightened, 
and reafonable duty ; a love which takes its rife in the im* 
puHes of grace, and in the views of faith. It is not right* 
1y loving our brethren, to love them only through fancy ; 
it is loving one's felf. Charity alone enables us to love 
them as we ought, and it alone can form real and fledfaft 
friends. For fancy is continually changing, and charity 
never dieth ; fancy feeks only itfelf, and charity feeketh 
not iu own interefts, but the interefl of whom it loves ; 
fancy is not proof againft every thing, a lofs, a proceed- 
ing, a difgrace, and charity rifeth fuperior to death : fan« 
cy loves only its own conveniency ; and charity findeth 
nothing amifs, and fufiereth every thing for whom it lov- 
eth ; fancy is blind, and often renders even the vices of 
bur brethren amiable to us ; and charity never giveth praife 
to iniquity, and in others loveth only the truth. The 
friends of grace are therefore much more to be relied on 
than thofe of nature. The fame fsncy which unites the 
manners, is often, a moment after, the caufe of feparating 
them ; but the ties formed by charity, eternally endure. 

Such is the firft fource of our likings and of our ha* 
treds, the injuftices and the capricioufnefs ^ our fancy. 
Interefl is the fecond : for nothing is more common than 
to hear you jufiifying your antmofities, by telling us that 

fuch 
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Tuch a man hath neglefied nothing to ruin you i that hm 
baa been the mean of blafling your fortune; that hq .con* 
tinually ettites vexatious matters againft you ; that you 
find him an infuperable impediment in your way» and that 
k it difficult to love an enemy (o bent on injuring you. 

But granting that you fpeak the truth, I anfwer to you : 
to all the other ills which your brother hath caufed to you, 
why (hould you add that of hating him. which is the great- 
eft of ali» fince all the others have tended to raviOi irom 
you only fleeting and frivolous riches, while this is the 
caufe of ruin to your foul, and deprives you for ever of 
your claim to an immortal kingdom ? In hating him, yois 
injure yourfelf much more than all his malignity with ref* 
pefi to you could ever do : he hath ufurped the patrimony 
of your fathers ; it may be fo ; and, in order to avenge 
yourfelt, you renounce the inheritance of the heavenly Fa- 
ther, and the eternal patrimony of Jefus Chrift. , You 
take your revenge then upon yourfelf ; and, in order to 
confole yourfelf for the ills done to you by your brother, 
you provide for yourfelf one without end and without 
roeafure. 

And moreover, Does your hatred towards your brother 
reftore any of thofe advantages which he hath inatched 
from you ? Does it meliorate your condition ? What do 
you reap from your animofity and your rancour ? In hat- 
ing him, you fay that you confole yourfelf ; and this is 
the only confolation left to you. What a confolation, 
great God I is that of hatred, that is to fay, of a gloomy 
and iurious paflion, which gnaws the heart, fheds anguifh 
and forrow thsough ourfelves, and begins by punifliing and 
rendering us miferable ! What a cruel pleafure is that of 
hating, that is to fay, oi bearing on the heart a load of 

rancour 
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rancour, which empoirons every moment of lite ! What 
a barbarous method of confoling one's-felf ! And are you 
not worthy of pity, to feek a refource in your evils, which 
anfwen no purpofe but that of eternifing, by hatred, a 
tranfitory injury ? 

But let us ceafe this human language, and fpeak that 
of the gofpel, to which our mouths ace confecrated. 
If you were Chriftiah, my dear hearer ; if you had not 
loft faith, far from hating thofe whom God hath made in- 
ftrumental in blafting your hopes and your pro)e£li of for. 
tune, you would regard them as the infiruraenti of God's 
mercies upon your foul, as the minifters ot your ianfiifi* 
cation; and the blcfled rocks which have been the means 
of faving you from (hipwreck. You would have been loft 
in credit and in elevation ; you would then have neglefled 
your God ; your ambition would have increafed with your 
fortune, and death would have furprifed you in the vortex 
of the world of paflions, and of human expe£lancies. But, 
in order to fave your foul, the Lord, in his great mercy, 
hath raifed up obftacles which have ftopt your courfe. He 
hath employed an envious perfon, a rival to fupplant you, 
to keep you at a diftance from favours, and to place him- 
felf betwixt you and the precipice, into which you was 
running headlong, for ever to perifli : He hath feconded, 
as I may fay, his ambition ; he hath 6ivoured his defigns ; 
and, through an incomprehenfible excefs of goodnefs to- 
wards you, he hath croffed your worldly fchemes : He 
hath raifed up your enemy in time, in order to fave you in 
eternity. You ought therefore to adore the eternal defigns 
of his juftice and of his mercy upon men ; to confider 
your brother as the bieifed caufe of your falvation : to en- 
treat of God, that, feeing his ambition or his bad inten* 
tions have been employed to fave you, he may infptre him 

with 



wiib fincere repentance, 89^ thai the perfoa vfhQ lytth bee* 
the inflrumiftnt oi your lalvittoa be not pcrmiued ta perifh 
bimrdf. 

Yes, my brethren, our hatreds proceed entirely from 
out want ot faith. Alas ! if we regarded every thing 
which paffeir u a vapour without lubflance; if we^were 
thoroughly convinced thai all this ii nothing, that falvaition 
IS the great and important afl^r, and that oar tr«iJure an4 
o«r true riches are only in eternity, wheie». in the twink- 
ling of an eye* we Ihall be ; ii we were convinced of iU 
alatl we would coofider men, who paSionately qqarrel 
and difpute with each other, for the dignities ot the eprtb* 
at children who fall out among tbemfelves for the play* 
things which amufe their eye, whofe cbildifli hatreds avd 
aatmofities turn u^n nothings, which infancy alone, and 
the feeble fiate of reafbn magnify in their eyes. Tran^oii 
OB tbe grcateil and moA important events, on the lofs of 
the patrimony of their fathers,, and the fall of their family^ 
and keen even toexcefs, when deprived of any of the litr 
tie trifling objeQs which delight their infancy. Thus, O 
py God, fbolifh and puerile men feel not tlie lofs of their 
heavenly inheritance, of that immortal patrimony, be^ 
queatliedto them by Jefus Chrift, and which their brethreo 
are already enjoying in heaven. They unconcernedly fee 
the kingdom of God, and the only true riches pats awajr 
from them ; and like children, they are inflamed with rage, 
and mutually arm againft each other, from the inflaot that 
their frivolous poileifions are encroaclied upon, or that any 
attempt is made to deprive tbem of thofe chilcUfh play- 
things, the opdy value or importance of which, is that of 
ferving to deceive their feeble reafon, and to amuie their 
childhood. 
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< ' For a Chriftian, intereft is therefore an unworthy and 
criminal pretext for his hatred towards his brethren ; but 
vanity, which is their lad refource, is ftill lefs excufeable. 

For, my brethren, we with to be approved, and to Iiave 
our faults as well as our virtues applauded ; and although 
We. feel -our own weaknefles, yet we are fo unreafonable; 
9S to exa6l that others fee them not, and that they even 
give credit to us lor certain qualities, which we inwardly 
reproach to oqrfelves as vices. We could wi(h that all 
PMUtbs were filled folely with our prailes ; and that the 
world, which forgives nothing, which fpares not even iu 
mailers, (hould admire in us what it cenfures in others. 

In efFed, you complain, that your enemy hath both 
privately and 'publicly decried you ; that he hath added 
ralumny to flander ; that he hath attacked you in the ten. 
dereft and moil feeling quarter, and that he hath neg]e£led 
nothing* to blaft your honour and your reputation in the 
opinion of men. < • , . 

But»: before replying to this, I migh( firft.fayto ypu, 
miftruft the reports which baye been mad/etoyou of your 
brother; the moft innocent fpeeches reach us fo empoifonr 
ed, through the malignity of the tongues which; have cpn*- 
veyedthem; there are fo nuny mean flatterers, wliofeek to 
i)e agreeable at the expence of thdfe who are not fo-; there 
are :fo many dark and wicked minds, whofe cnly pjeaiure 
is in finding out evil where none is meant, and in fowing 
diflention among men ; there are fo many volatile and im- 
prudent charadersi who unfeafonably, and with an en- 
venomed air, repeat what at firft had been only faid with 
the moft innocent intentions ; there are fo many men, na. 
lurally given to the hyperbole, and in whofe mouik every 
. Vol. L D 3 thing 
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thing is magnified, and departs from the natural and (imple 
truth ; I here appeal to yourfelf. Hai k n^ver happened 
to you» that your moft innocent fayings have been empoifon^ 
ed, and ^ircumilances added to your recitals, which you 
had never even thought of ? tiave you not then exdainied 
igatnft the injuftice and the malignity of the repeatcra ? 
Why might not you, in your turn, been deceived ? And it 
^very thing which palfes through a variety of clianfiela, 
be in general adulterated, and never reech us in ita original 
purity, why (hduld you fuppofe that difcourfea, which te^ 
late to you alont, were exempted from the ftine lot, and 
irere entitled to more attentioci and belief? 

You will no doubt reply, that thcfe genera) maxims are 
faot the poiiit in queftioii, and that theaflionsof which you 
tonplain, are not doubtful, but pofitive. I admit it ; and 
I alk if yoQr' brother have not on his fide, the fame re^ 
proaches to make to you ; if you have always l>een very 
lenient and very charitable to his faults ; it you have aK 
ways rendered jufiice, even to his good qualities; if you 
have never permitted him to be reviled in your prefence ; 
if you have not aided the malignity of fucb difcourfes by 
an affefied ihod^ralion, which hath only tended to blow up 
the fire oi detraction, and to fupply new traits againft yout 
brother ; I aik you, if you are even circumfpe£^ towards 
the reft of men ; if ydu readily forgive the weaknefs ot 
others ,* if your tongue be not in general, dipt in worm- 
wood and gall ; if thebeft efiabliflied reputation, be not a). 
ways in danger in your hands; and, it the faddeft and 
moft private hiftories, do not fpeedily become matter of 
iHxorietyi through your malignity and imprudence ; O 
man ! Thou puffieft delicacy and fenfibility to fuch lengths, 
-upon whatever regards thyfelf ! We have occafion for all 
the terror of our minifiiy, and for all the other moft 

weighty 




yOMlVJlNSSS OF INJUAISS. 414 

wdghiy inducements of leligion, to bring thee to forgive 
to thy brother, a fingle fpjBecb» frequently a word which 
imprudence, which chance, which circumftanceii which 
IKrhapi ^ juft refipntnient hath forced from hiqi ; and th^ 
licentioufnefs of thy difcourfes towards otheii^, knows 
iKitherthe hoods of politenefs, nor that of decency which 
the world itfeli prefcrib^ 

But, granting that you have nothing to reproach your- 
falf on the part of moderation towards your brother. 
What do you gain by hating him ? Do you thereby efface 
the fatal impreffions which bis difcourfes may have left on 
the minds of men ? On the contrary, you \iiRi€k a frcQi 
wound upon your heart ; you give yourfelf a flab which 
carries death to your (bui ; you- wrench the Iword from 
his hands, if I may fpeak in this manner, in order to plunge 
it into yourfelf. 9y the innocency of yoqr manners, and 
the integrity of your condu£l, make the injuftice of his 
difcourfes evident : deflroy, by a lite tree frpm reproacht 
the prejudices to which he may have given rife againft you : 
9U]ee the meannefs and the iniquity of h^B calumnies re- 
vert upon himfelf, by the praQice of thofc virtues, exafi'^ 
ly oppofite to the faults which he imputes to you : fuch is 
the juft and legal manner of revenging yoarfeif. Triumph 
over his malice, by your manners and by your filence : 
you will'beap liviqg coals upon his head ; you will gain the 
public OP your fide; you- w^U leave nothing to your ene- 
say, -but the inEuny of his paflion, and of his iiupofitions. 
But hating him, is the revenge of the we^k, and the fa(l 
confolation of the guilty; in a word, it is the only refuge 
0t thofe who can find none in virtue, and in innocence. 

But let us now quit all thefe reafonings, and come to 
fbeeflential point. You^a^e conunanded to love thofe who 
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defpfteluUy'ufe and calumniate you ; to pray for tb^si. to 
entreat their converfion of God, that he change their ran- 
corous heart, that he infpire them with Tentiments of peace 
and of charity, and that he place them among the number 
of his holy. You are commanded to.confider them as al- 
ready citizens of the heavenly Jenafalem, with whom yoa 
fhali form only one voice in finging the immortal praifea 
of grace. You are commanded to look upon jnjuric^as 
bleflings, as the punifhment of your hidden crimes, for 
which yon have fo often merited to be covered with con- 
fiifion before men ; as the price of the kingdom of God, 
which is promifed to thole alone, who with piety bear 
with perfecution and calumny. 

For, after all, it muft come to this. Self-love alone 
would make us to love thofe who love us, who piaife us, 
who publifli our virtues, falfe or true;, fuch was the whole 
virtue of the Pagans ; for, faid Jefus Chrift, if ye love 
thofe that love you, what reward have ye; do not even the 
publicans fo ? But, religion goes farther: it requires as to 
love thofe who hate and perfecute us : it fixes at that price 
the mercies oJF God upon us, and declares to^ us, that no 
forgivenefs is to be expe£led for ourfelves, if we grant 
it not to our brethren. 

And candidly, would you have God to forget the crimes 
and the horrors of your whole life, to be infenfible to his 
own glory, which you have fo often infulted, while you 
cannot prevail upon yourfelf to forget a word ; while you 
are fo warm, fo delicate, and fo paflionatc upon the inte- 
Ttds of your glory ; you who perhaps enjoy a reputation 
which you have never merited ; you, who, were you to 
be known fuch as you are, would be covered with eternal 
ihame and coufufion ; you, in a word, of whom the moft 
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injurious difcourfes only hnperfeClIy reprefent the fecret 
wreCctiednefSy and of which God alone knoweth the ex^ 
teint 7 Great God I how little fhall finners have to fay 
for themfelves, when thou wilt pronounce againft them the 
fentence of their eternal condemnation I 

Yoii will probably tell us, that you perfeAly agree to the 
duties which religion hereupon impofesf but that the laws 
of honour have prevailed over thofe of religion ; that, if 
difcoarfes and proceedings of a ceruin defcription be tran- 
quilly fubmitted to, lafting diOionour and infamy» in the 
eyes of men, muft neceffarily follow ; that to forgive through 
motives of religion, is neverthelefs a ftain of cowardice, 
which the world never pardons, and that on this point, 
honour acknowledges neither their exception nor privilege. 

What is this honour, my brethren, which is to be bought 
only at the price of our fouls, and of oureterlaal falvation ? 
And how worthy of pity,* if guilt alone can fave from igno- 
miny ! I know that it is here that the falfe laws of the world 
feem to prevail over thofe of religion ; and that the wifeft 
themfelves, who execrate this abufe, are however of Opinion 
that it muft be fubmitted to.- But I fpeak before a Prince, 
who, wifer than the world, and filled with a juft indigna- 
tion againft a madnefs fo contrary to the maxims of the gof« 
pel, as well as to the interefts of the ftate, hath (hewn to 
his fubje3s what is the true honour, and who, in forcing 
criminal arms from their hands, hath marked with lafling 
infamy thofe barbarous modes of revenge, to which the 
public error bad detached a deplorable glory. 

What, my brethren, an abominable maxim, which the 
barbarity of the firft manners of our anceftors alone hath 
confecrated, and handed down to us, fliould prev9t|fMt^ 
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aU the ffUles of CbrilUanitjr, aii4 all the «ioft iviolabli 
rules ol che (late ! It (bould be no difhonour to bathe your 
bands in your brother's bkxKl, while it would ^e one to 
ilbey God, and the princf, who holds bis place in tho 
world ! Glory would no longer then be but a naadneis, 
and cowardice but a noble refpef); for religion, and for 
our matter. You dread palCng tor a coward ! Shew your 
valour then by flitdding your blood in the defence of your 
country ; go and brave dangers at the head of our armies, 
and there feek glory in the difcharge of your duty ; eiU* 
blifli your reputation by afiious worthy of being ranked 
dmong the memorable events of a reign To glorious ; fuch 
IS that valour, which the ftate requires, and which religioq 
authorifes. Then defpife thefe brutal and perfonal ven« 
geances ; look upon them a^a chiidifh oflentation of valour, 
which is often ufed as a cover to a£lual cowardice ; as the 
vile and vulgar refuge of thofe who have nothing fignal to 
eftabli(h their charafier; as a forced and an equivocal 
proof oi courage, which the world wrefts from us, and 
againft which the heart often revolts. Far from imputing 
fhame to you, the world itfelt will make it a frefti title of 
honour to you ; you will be ftill more exalted in its opi- 
nion; and you will teach your equals, that mifplaccd valour 
is nothing but a brutal fear ; that wifdom and moderation 
ever attend true glory; that whatever diffaonours humani* 
ty can never do honour to men ; and that the gofpel, which 
inculcates and commands iorgivenefs, hath made more he- 
roes than the world itfelf, which preaches up revenge. 

You will parhaps fay that thefe maxims do not regard 
you, that you have forgotten all the fubjefts of complaint 
which you had againft your brother, and that a reconcilia- 
tion hath put an end to the eclat oi your mifundcrftandings 
and of yqur quarrel. Now, I fay, that it is more efpeci- 

ally. 



dHy on tifii fdot dot yoo aire groftty deceWed]; and, after 
Inviag fiiewii to jcm the injirftice of our hatreds, it it my 
iutf now to ftiove to you the falficy of ouritfcoociliatioiia* 

Part IL Tbere it net a pi^cept in the law which Ie«vn 
Uk room for doubt or tor mifiake, than that which obli« • 
get tH to love our brethren ; and, neverthelrfs, there is nmn 
upon which mort illuiions and faife maxtmi aH fbundeds 
In eSe&i there is not ahnoft a perfon who doth not fajr^ 
that he hath heartily forgiven his brother, and thai bis^ eon* 
fcience is perfe6lly tranquil on that head ; and, neverthe- 
iefs, nothing is niore rare than fiocere forgiveoefs, tad 
there is a few infiancee ot a reconciieneni which chsa^M 
the heart, and which is not merely a faQfe a^pjiearancc of 
i-enewed amity ; whetlier it be cbnfidered in iu principit, 
or whether the procetdingi and :con£r4|ttenca of k hc.ci^ 
amined. 

I faiy^ in iu principle { for« my brethren, in 6tddt that 
1 reconciliation be fincers and real, it is neeelSury that k 
take its fource in charity, and in a Cbriflian k>vc of oar 
brother^ Now, humari mbtives engrofs/ in gitfncnd, « 
work which can be the work of grace alone. A recoBci>- 
liation takes place, in order not to perfifl againft the ^relC- 
ing entifeaties ot friends ; in ordev to avoid a certain di& 
agreeabid eclat, which would neceflarily follow an open 
hoftility, and which might revert upon ourfeivcat in or- 
der not to exclude ourfelves from certain focieties, from 
which we would be under the ncceifity of hahifliing tiur- 
felvtt were we obftinately to periift in being irrecodcileal- 
bie to our brother. A reconciliation takes place through 
defrrenee to the great, who exa^ ot us that cooipiiancel 
in order to acquire a reputation for moderation artd greats 
neft of foul ; in order to avoid giving aranfafiioM to the 
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public whipb would not correfpond with that idea which 
we: would wiQi it to have of us ; ia order, at once, to cut 
fliort the continual complainu and the infulting difcourfea 
of an enemy, who knows us perhaps only too well, and 
who has once been too deep in our confidence, not to mrrit 
• fome caution and def^ence on our part, and that by a re- 
conciliation, we ibould endeavour to filence him. What 
snore (hall I fay ? We are reconciled perhaps like Saul* in 
/order more fecurely.to ruin our enemy, and to lull his vigi- 
lance and precautions. 

i : £uch are, in general, the motives of thofe reconciliations 
•which every day take place in the world. And wha^ I fay 
here is fo true, that finners who (hew no fign .of piety, on 
juy other occaCon, are however reconciled to their brci- 
thren in dally inlhuices ; and they who cannot prevail 
over themfelves in the eafieft duties of the Chriftian life, 
appear as heroes in the accomplifliment of this one, which, 
of all others, is the moft difficulty Ah I it is becaufe they 
are heroes of vanity and not of charity : it is, that they 
leave that part of the reconciliation which alone is heroical 
and arduous in the fight of God, viz. an oblivion upon 
the paft injury, and a total revolution of our heart towards 
our brother ; and they retain of it only that part which is 
glorious in the fight ot men, viz. an appearance of mode- 
ration, and a promptitude towards amity, which the world 
itfelf praifes and admires. 

But, if the greateft part of reconciliations turn out to 
be falfe when their motives are examined, they are not lefs 
fo, if we confider them in their proceedings. Yes, my 
brethren, what meafures and negociations ! What forma* 
lities and folicitudes in concluding them ! What attentions, 
to beftow, and cautions to obferve ! What intercft to coo* 
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ciliste, obftaclestoreinovey and (lepsto accomplifii! Thus 
your reconciliation is not the work of charity, but of the 
wifdom and (kiii of your friends ; it is a worldly aflair; it 
is not a religious ftep ; it is a treaty happily concluded ; it 
is not a duty of faith fulfilled ; it is the work of man, but 
it is not the deed of God : in a word, it is a peace which 
comes from the earth, it is not the peace oi Heaven. 

For, candidly, have men been able, through their ar- 
rangements and the ingenuity of their meafures in recon- 
ciling you with your brother, to revive that charity which 
was extinguifhed in your heart ? Have they been able to 
reftore that treafure to you which you had lofl ? They have 
fucceeded, indeed, in terminating the fcandal of declared 
enmity, and in eftablifhing between you and your brother 
the outward duties of fociety ; but they have not changed 
your heart, which God alone can do ; they have not ex- 
tinguilhed that hatred, which grace alone can extinguifh. 
You are therefore reconciled, but you ftill love not your 
brother ; and, in etTefi, if you fincerely loved him, would 
fo many mediators have been required to reconcile you ? 
Love is its own mediator and interpreter. Charity is that 
brief word, which would have faved to your friends all 
thofeendlefs toils which they have been obliged to employ 
in order to reclaim you ; it is not fo meafured ; it frankly 
confefFes what it fincerely feels. Now, before giving way, 
you have infified upon a thoufand conditions ; you have 
difputed every Ilcp ; you have been refolute in not going 
beyond a certain point ; you have exafled that your bro- 
ther fiiould make the firft advances towards meeting you. 
Charity knows nothing of all thele rules ; it hath only 
one, and that is, oblivion upon ihi^ iqury and' to love our 
brother as ourfelf. 

Vol. L £ 3 I grant 
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I grant that certain prudential mearures are tb be obfei> 
ved, and that loo faafty or ill-timed advanuges might often 
be not only unfuccefsful, but even the means of hardening 
your brother flill more againft you. But I fay that charity 
ought to regulate thefe meafures, and not vanity : I fay, 
and I repeat it, that all thefe reconciliation! which are with 
fuch difficulty concluded, where both parties are refolute 
in yielding only to a certain point, and even that with pre- 
cautions fo flrift and fo precife ; where fo many expedi- 
ents and fo much myfiery are neceffary, are the fruits of 
fleflily prudence ; they correal the manners, but they aflfeA 
not the heart ; they bring the perfons, but not the affec- 
tions nearer; they re-efiabliih civilities, but leave the 
fame fentiments ; in a word, they terminate the fcandal of 
hatred, but not the fin. Thus Jefus Chrift plainly com- 
mands us to go our way and be reconciled to our brother. 
He fays not to us, do not go too far, left your brother take 
advanuge of it ; be firft convinced that he will meet you 
halfway ; feek not after him, left he confider your proceed- 
ing as an apology for his complaints, as a tacit acknowledg-^ 
ment of your blame, and a fentence pronounced againft 
yourfelf. Jefus Chrift plainly tells us : Go thy way and 
be reconciled to thy brother. He defires that the reconci- 
liation take place through charity alone ; he (uppofes, that 
in order to love our brother, we have no occafion for me- 
diators, and that ourheart (hould be fully capable ot every 
thing required without any foreign interference. 

Such are the fteps pf reconciliations ; thence, the mo- 
tives being almoft always humane the proceedings faulty, 
their confequences can be only vain and of no eflfeS. I 
fay the confequences ; for, my brethren, in what do the 
far greater part of thofe reconciliations which every day 

take 




FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES. 419 

takt phce in the world, terminate 7 What is the fruit of 
them ? What is it» which is commonly called a Teconcilia« 
tion with our enemy ? I (hall explain it to you. 

You fay, in the Srft place, that you are reconciled to 
your brother, and that you have heartily forgiven him ; 
but, that you have taken your refolution to fee him no 
more, and irom henceforth to have no father intercourfe 
with him : And upon this footing, you live tranquil ; you 
believe that nothing more is prefcribed by the gofpel, and 
that a confeflbr hath no title to demand more. Now I de- 
clare that you have not forgiven your brother, and that 
you are ilill, with refpefi to him, in hatred, in death, and 
in fin* 

For I demand of you : do we dread the fight of thofe we 
love ? And, if your enemy be now your brother, what 
can there be fo hateful and fo difagreeable to you in his 
prefence ? You fay that you have forgiven, and that you 
love him ; but, in order to avoid all accidents, and that his 
prefence may not aroufe vexatious ideas, you find it more 
proper to exclude yourfelf farom it. But what is that kind 
of love which the fole prefence of the beloved objefi, ir- 
ritates againft it, and inflames' with hatred and wrath ? 
You love him ! That is to fay, that perluips you would not 
wi(h to injure, or to deftroy him. But that is not enough : 
religion commands you likewife to love him : for honour, 
indolence, moderation, fear, and want of opportunity, are 
fufficient inducements to prevent you from injuring him ; 
but you miift be Chriftian to love him ; and thai is pre* 
cifely wliat you are oot willing to be. 

And, candidly, would you that God bved you, upon 
the condition that he fliould never fee you ? Would you 
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be fatisfied with his goodnefs, and with bit mercy, were 
he Forever to baniOi you irom hit pr^fence ? For you well 
know that he will treat you, as you (hall have treated your 
brother. Would you think yourfelf much in favour with 
the prince, were he to forbid you ever to prefent yourfelf 
before him ? You conftantly fay, that a man is in difgrace, 
when he is no longer permitted to appear before the mafter ; 
and you pretend to perfuade us that you love your brother, 
and that no rancour remains in your heart againft him, 
while his fole prefence difpleafes and irritates you. 

And what lefs equivocal mark can be given, of animo- 
fity againft your brother, than that of being unable to en- 
dure his prefence ? It is the very extreme of hatred and ok 
rancour. For many fettled hatreds exifi, which yet are 
kept under a kind of check ; are, as far as poflible, con- 
cealed,, and even borrow the outward femblance of friend- 
Ihip and of decency ; and though unable to reconcile the 
heart to duty, yet have fufficient command over them- 
felves, to preferve appearances to the world. But your 
hatred is beyond all reflraint ; it knows neither prudence, 
caution, nor decency ; and you pretend to perfuade us 
that it is now no more I You ftill fhew the moft violent 
proofs of animofity, and iven thefe you would have us to 
confider as the indubitable figns of a Chrifiian and (incere 
love. 

But, befides, are Chriflians made to live eftranged, and 
unconne£led with each other ? Chriftians I The members 
of one body, the children of the fame Father, the difci* 
pies of the fame Mafler, the inheritors of the fame king- 
dom, the flones of the fame building, the particles of the 
fame mafs ! Chriflians ! The participation of one fame 
fpirity of one fame redemption, of one fame righteouf- 
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nth ! Chriftians ! Sprung from one bofom, regeneratedTn 
the fame water, incorporated in the fame church> redeem- 
ed by one ranfom, are they made to fly each other, to make 
a punifhment of feeing each otf^er, and to be unable to 
endure each other ? All religion binds, unites us toge- 
ther; the facraments in which we join, the public prayers 
and thankfgivings which we fing, the ceremonies of that 
worfliip in which we pride ourfelves, the aflembly of be. 
lie vers at which we affift ; all thefe externals are only fym« 
bols of that union which ties us together. All religion it* 
felf, is but one holy fociety, a divine communication ot 
prayers, of (acrifices, of works and of well-doings. Eve- 
ry thing conneQs and unites us, every thing tends to 
make of our brethren and of us, only one family, one body, 
one heart, and one foul ; and you believe that you love 
your brother, and that you preferve, with rcfpe£l to him, 
all the mod facred ties ot religion, while you break through 
even thofe of fociety, and that you cannot endure even 
bis pretence ? 

I fay much more : How (hall you indulge the fame 
hope with him ? For, by that common hope, you are 
eternally to live with him, to make his happinefs your own, 
to be happy with him, to be reunited with him in the bo- 
fom of God, and with him to fing the eternal praifes of 
grace. Ah 1 How could the hope of being for ever united 
with him be the fweeteft confolation of your life, if it ap- 
pear fo defirable to live in feparation from him, and if you 
find even his prefence a punifhment 7 Renounce then the 
promifei and all the hopes of faith ; feparate yourfelf as an 
accurfed from the communion of believers ; interdiCl to 
yourfelf the altar and the awful myfieries ; banifli yourfelf 
from the aflembly of the [holy ; no longer come thereto 
offer up your gifts and your prayers^ Cnce all tbefc religi- 
ous 
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ous duties, fuppofing you in union with your brother, be«^ 
come deridons, if you be not fo, depofe againft you in the 
face of the altars, and proclaim to yon to quit the holy 
aifembly as a publican and a finner. 

Perhaps alarmed at thefe holy truths, you will finally 
tell us, that you will fo far conquer yourfelf as to fee your 
brother, and to live on good terms with him ; that you 
will not be wanting in civilities ; but that, for the reft, 
you know where to ftop, and that he need not reckon 
much upon your friendihip. 

You will not be wanting in civilities ! And that, my 
dear hearer, you believe is to pardon and to be reconciled 
to your brother, and to love him as yourfelf ? But that 
charity which the gofpel commands is in the heart ; it is 
not a limple decorum, a vain outfide, an ulelefs ceremo- 
ny ; it is real feeling, and an afiive love ; it is a fincere 
tendernefs, ever ready to manifeft itfelf in anions. You 
love as a Jew and as a Pharifee, but you love not as a 
Chriftian and as a difciple of Jefus Chrift. The law of 
charity is the law of the heart ; it regulates the feelings, 
changes the inclinations, and pours the oil of peace and ot 
lenity over the wounds of an angry and wounded will ; 
and you turn it into a law wholly external, a pharifaical 
and fuperficial law, which regulates only the outfide, 
which fettles only the manners, and is fulfilled by vain 
appearances. 

But you are not commanded that you (hall merely re- 
frain from wounding the rules of courtefy, and that you 
ihall pay to your brother all thofe duties which fociety 
mutually impofes ; it is the world which prefcribes this 
law ; thefe are its rules and cufloms. But Jefus Chrift 
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commands you to love him ; aad» while your heart is ef- 
tnmged from him, it is of little importance that you keep 
up the vain externals of courtefy. You refufe to religion 
the eflential part ; and the only difference betwixt you and 
thofe finners who perfiil in not feeing their brethren is» 
that you know how to conftrain yourfelf for the world, 
and you know not how to thwart yourfelf for falvation. 

And furely, my brethren, if men were united together 
by the fole ties of fociety, they no doubt would difcharge 
their duty, by keeping up all the externals ot poiitenefs, 
and by maintaining that mutual commerce of cares, atten- 
tions, and courteGes, which conflitute, as it were, the 
whole harmony of the body politic. But we are united 
to gether by the facred and clofe ties of faith, of hope, of 
charity, and of religion. In the midft of the world we 
form a fociety wholly internal and holy, of which chanty 
is the invifible bond, and altogether diftinQ from that civil 
fociety which Icgiflators have eftablifhed. Confequently, 
by fulfilling with regard to your brethren the external cour- 
tefies, you fatisfy the claims which civil fociety hath upon 
you, but you do not fulfil thofe of religion ; you difturb 
not the political order, but you overturn the order of chari- 
ty ; you arc a peaceable citizen, but you are not a citizen 
of heaven ; you are a man of the age, but you are not a man 
of the agetocome ; the world may acquit you, and demand 
no more, but what you do is a blank in the fight of God, be- 
caufe you are not in charity ; and your condemnation is 
certain. Come and tell us after this, that you will not be 
wanting in decorum, and that religion exafis no more of 
us. It exads then only diflimulations, ouifides, and vain 
appearances? It exafis then nothing true, nothing real, 
nothing which changes the heart ? And the great precept 
ot charity, which alone gives reality to all our works, 
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would no loD^ then be but a falfe pretence and a vain 
hypocrify ? 

And truft not folely to us on this point ; confult the pub- 
lic itfelf. See if, in fpite of all the appearances which 
you ftill keep up with your brother, itbenot an efiabliflied 
opinion in the world that you love him not : and if the 
world do not aQ in confequence of thatperfuaCon. See 
if your creatures, if all who approach and who are atucbed 
to you, donotafFe£l to keep at a diftance From your brother. 
See if all thofe who hate him, or who are in interefts oppoGte 
to his, do not court your friendfhip and iorm clofer ties 
with you, and if all thofe who are inimical to your brother 
do not profefs therofelves your Friends. See if thofe who 
have favours to expefl from you do not be^n by forfaking 
him, and it. they do not think that in fo doing they are pay- 
ing court to you. You fee that the world knows you bet* 
ter than you know yourfelf ; that it is not mifiaken in your 
real fentiments ; and that, in fpite of thefe vain (hews to- 
wards your brother, you are a£lually in hatred and in death, 
and that in this refpeQ the world itfelf is of our opinion ; 
that world, which, on every other occafion, we have con- 
fiantly to combat. 

Behold in what terminate the greatefl; part of the recon« 
ciliations which are every day made in the world. They 
once more fee each other, but they are not reunited ; they 
promife a mutual friendfhip, but it is never given ; their 
perfons meet, but their hearts are always eftranged ; and 
I had reafon to fay, that the hatreds are unchangeable, and 
that almoft all the reconciliations are mere pretences ; 
that the injury may be forgiven, but that the offender is 
never loved ; that they may ceafe to treat their brother as 
an enemy, but that they never regard him as a brother. 

And. 
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And, bdMild what takes place every 'dajr bpfiwe our cyei. 
In the world ^m to befeen public chanQtrs, fiiiiiilies oi 
illu&rious naoies, who ftiil prrferve wkheatb other ceruiti 
mcarures of decency^ which they cannot indeed break 
through without fcandal, yet, neverthelefst live in different 
interefts, in public and avowed fentiments of envy, of 
jealoufy, aiid of -mutual Mimofity ; thwart and do every 
thing in their power to ruin each other, view ieach other 
With the moft jealous eyes, and make all- their creatures 
partifans ib their referitments and avtrfions ; divide the 
world, the court, add the city ; intereft the public in their 
quarrel, and eftablifhin the world the opinion and the fcan« 
dal that they hate each other ; that they would miftualty 
deftroy each other ; that they ftill, it is true keep up api 
pearances '; but that, at bottom, their intetefts and affec- 
tions are ever eftranged. Yet, notwitbfianding all this, 
ttech party lives in a reputation of piety, and of the prac- 
tice of good works ; they have diftinguifhed and highly 
efieemed confeflbrs ; in mutually difcharging to each other 
certain duties, yet living otherwife in a public and avowed 
hoftility, they frequent the facramentSi theyare continually 
in the intercoarfe of holy things, they cooUy approach the 
altar, they frequently and without fcraple; prefeut them- 
felves at the penitential tribuud, where, far from confef* 
fing their hatred- before the Lord, and weeping over the 
feandal with which it afilifis the people, they- make f#efll 
complaints againfi their ehemy ; they accufe htm^ in place 
of accufing themfelves ; they make a boaft of the vain ex* 
terrial duties which they pay to him, and aibdgethem as 
imrks of the heart pot being tattcoroos : .What ifaall I fay ? 
And the very minifiers of penitence, who ihoidd have 
been the judges of our hatred, frequently become its apolo- 
gifts, adopt a party with the public, entdr into all ihts ani- 
Aibfity and prejudices of theiv penittnts, prMMnlibi jmU 
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tice of their quarrel and arc the caufe that th€ only rente* 
.dy. deftinej to ftrike at the root of the evil, anfwera no 
other purpofe th^a that of decorating it with the appear* 
ances of godlineb, and of rendering it more incurable*. 

. Great God ! Thou alone canft clofe the wounds which a 
proud fenfibility hath made in my heart, by nourifhing un« 
reafonable and iniquitous hatreds which have corrupted it 
in thy fight. Enable me to forget fleeting and momentary 
injuries, in order that thou may foiget the crimes of my 
whole lite. Is it ior me, O my God ! to be fo feeling and 
So inexorable to the llighteft infults, I who have fuch ne- 
<eflity for thy mercy and indulgence? Are the injuries of 
which I complain to be compared with thofe with which I 
have a thoufand times dilhonoured thy fupreme grandeur ? - 
jMuft the worm^f the earth be irritated and inflamed at the 
fmalleft marks of di/dain, while thy fovereign majefty hath 
fo long, and with fo much goodnefs, endured his rebellions 
and his offences ? 

Who am I» to be fo keen upon the interefts of my glory; 
I who dare not in thy preience caft mine eyes upon my 
fecret ignominy ; I who would deferve to be the reproach 
of men, and the outcail of my people; I who have nothing 
praife-worthy, according even to the world, but the good 
fortune of having concealed from it my infamies and my 
weaknefles ; I to whom the moil biting reproaches would 
ilill be too gentle, and would treat me with too much in- 
dulgence ; I, in a word, who have no falvation now to 
hope, if thou forget not thine own glory, which I have fo 
often infulted ? 

But 00, great God i thy glory is in pardoning the finner, 
and none iball be in forgiving my brother. Accept, O 
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Lord, this facrifice which I make to thee of my rtfent« 
ments. £ftimate not its value by the puerility and the 
ffightnefs of the injuries which I forget, but by that pride 
which had magnified them, and had rendered me fo feeling 
to them. And, feeing thou baft promifed to forgive u» 
our trefpafles whenever we (hall have forgiven tbe trefpaf- 
fes of our brethren^ fulfil, O Lord, thy promifetw It i% 
in this hope that I prefume to reckon upon thine eternal 
mercies. 



SERMON 



SERMON XV. 

THE WOMAN WHO WAS A SINNER. 



LUKl vii. 37. 

Anibtholdawomanin the ciiy^ which was afinner^ when 

Jhe kuw that Jefus fat at meat in the Phari/Ws koufe^ 

brought an alabqfter^box of ointment^ anijlooiat his 

feet behind him weepings and began to wafh his feci with 

tears t and did wipe, them with the hairs of her head, and 

kijfed his feet 9 and anointed them with the ointment. 

Jl ROM fuch abundant tears, fo fincere a confufion, aod 
a proceeding fo humiliating and uncommon, it may eaGly 
be comprehended how great muft once have been the influ- 
ence of the paffions over the heart of this (inner, and what 
grace now operateth within her, Pdeftine had long be- 
held her as the Ihame and the reproach of the city ; the 
Pharifee's houiehold views her to-day as the glory ot grace» 
and a model of penitence : What a change^ and what a 
fpe£bcle ! 

Tliis foul, fettered, but a moment ago, with the moft 
fhameful and the moft indiflbluble chains, finds nothing 
now capable of flopping her ; and, without hefitation, Ihe 
flies to feek, at the feet of Jefus Chrifi, her falvation and 
deliverance : this foul hitherto plunged in the fenfes, and 
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Jiving totally for volupctiouroefsv iif a moment Tacrificct 
their livdieft charmi, aiu| thpir deareft ties ; this foul, laA* 
ly, impatient till then ot every yoke, an4 whofe heart had 
never acknowledged other rule than the caprice of its in- 
clination^, comtqeQces her penitence hy the moft humili- 
ating proceedings,, and the moft melancholy iubjeCUona. 
How a4mirable, O n^y God I are the works of thy grace! 
And how near to its cure is the moft bopelefs wxetchednefst 
when once it becomes the objeQ of thine ii\finite mercies i 
and how rapid and fliortened are the ways by which thoa 
conduQeft thy chofen I 

But whence comes it, my bjethren, that fueh grand ex- 
amples make fo trifling ah impefliox^ upon us ? From two 
prejudices, apparently the moft oppofite to each other, yet, 
nevertbelefs, which proceed from the fame principle, and 
lead to the fame error. 

The fifft is, that we figure to ourfelves thAt converflon 
pf the bea^ required by God as merely a ceflation of guile, 
the abftaiping from certain exceflive irregularities, which 
tven decency itfelf holds out as improper. And as we are 
at laft brought to that, either by age, new fituations, or 
even our own inclinations which time alone has changed, 
we never think of going farther ; we believe that all is com- 
pleted, and we liften to the hiftory of the moft affefiing 
converfipns, held out to us by the church, as to leflbna, 
which no longer, in any degree, regard us. 

The f econd goes to another extreme : we reprefent Chrif** 
tian penitence to ourfelves, as a horrible fiiuation, and the 
defpair oF human weaknefs; a flate without comfort or 
confohtion, and attended b]ra thoufand* duties, every one 
more difgufliqg than another to the heart ; and repulfed, 
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through the error of that gloomy image, the example of » 
change find us little difpofed to be afieQed, becanfe they 
always find us difcouraged. ^ 

Mow, the converiion of our finn^ confutes thefe tw<y 
prejudices io dangerous for falvation. ifify, «Her peni* 
fence not only terminates her errors, it likewife expiates 
and makes reparation for them, aitfy. Her penitence be-' 
gins, it is true, her tears and her forrow ; but it is likewife 
the commencement to her of new pleafures. Whatever 
fhe had defpoiled Jefus Cbrift of in her errors, (he reftoret 
to him in her penitence: behold their reparation! but 
with Jefus Chrift (he finds, in her penitence, that peact 
and thofe comforts which (he had never experienced in her 
errors : behold their confolations I The reparations, and 
the confolations of her penitence, are the Whole hiflory of 
her converfion, and the fubje£l of this difcourfe. 

Part L The office of penitence, fays St. Auguilin^ 
is that of eftablifhing order wherever fin bath introduced 
corruption. It is falfe, if it be not univerfal ; for order 
folely refults from a perfe£l fubordination of ail defires and 
emotions which fpring up in our hearts ; every thing muft 
be in its place, in order that that divine harmony, which 
fin had diflurbed, may be reftored ; and, while the fmal- 
leil particular there remains deranged, in vain do you la- 
bour to repair the refi ; you oiily rear up an edifice, which, 
being improperly arranged, is continually giving way in 
tome of its parts, and confuCon and diforder prevail through 
the whole. 

Now, behold the important infiru£lion held out to us in 
the converfion of this (inner I Her fin comprifed feverat 
diforders : j//(y, An iniquitous ufe of her heart, which 
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had never been taken up but with creatures : 2i//y, A crimi- 
nal abule of all natural giits, which flie had made the inflru- 
ments of her paflions : ^diy^ A fliamef ul abafement oi her 
fenfes, which flie had always made to contribute to her vo- 
luptuoufnefs and ignominy : Lajily^ An univerfal fcandal 
in the notoriety of her errors. Her penitence makes repa- 
ration for all thefe diforders : all, confequently are iorgiv-» 
en ; for nothing is negleQed in the repentance. 

I fay, tfily^ An iniquitous ufe of her heart. Yes, my 
brethren, every love, which has for its objefl only the 
creature, degrades our heart: it is a diforder, to love tor 
itfelf that which can neither be our happinefs nor our per- 
feflion, nor, confequcntjy our eafe. For, to love, is to 
feek our felicity in that which we love ; it is the hope ot 
finding in the objefl beloved, whatever is wanting to our 
heart ; it is the calling it in aid againft that (hocking void 
which we feel within ourfelves, in the confidence that they 
ihall be able to fill it : to love, is to look upon the objeft 
beloved as our refource againft all our wants, the cure ot 
all our evils, and the author of all our good. Now, as it 
is in God alone that we can find all thefe advantages, it is 
a diforder, and a debafement of the heart, to feek for them 
in a vile creature. 

And, at bottom, we feel fenCbly ourfelves the injuftice of 
that love : however paffionaie it be, we quickly difcover in 
the creatures which infpire it, weakneflefs and dete£ls 
which render them unworthy of it : we foon find them out 
to be unjufi, fanciful, talfe, vain^ and inconfiant ; the deeper 
we examine them, the mpxe we fay to ourfelves, that our 
heart las beoa deceived, and th^ this is npt the obje^ 
which it fought. Our reafon inwardly blulhes at the 
wcakaefs of our paffion ; we no longer fubmit to our 
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chains, but with jMun ; our pafiion becomes our burden 
and our puniflinient. But punifhed, without bein^ unde- 
ceived in our error, we fee, in a* change, a reteedy fot 
our mifiake : we wander from objefi to objefl, and If 
fome one at laft chiAice to fix iii, it is hot that we ar^ fatis* 
fied with oiir choicer it is that we are tired of our incoii* 
ftancy. 

Our (inner had vrandered in thefe ways: iniquitous 
loves had been the caufe of all her mtsfortUBes, and of all 
her crimes ; and, bom to love God alone, he alone it waft 
whom (he had never loved. -But fcarcely hath (he knowil 
him, (kys the gofpel, when, blufliing at the nieannefs of 
her former paffions, (he no longer acknowledges, but him 
alone, to be worthy of her heArt : all in the creature api 
pears to her empty, fal{e ahd difgufiing : far from finding 
thofe charms, from which her heart had formerly with 
fuch difficulty defended itfelf, (he no longer fees in them; 
but their frivolity, their danger, and their vanity. The 
Lord alone, in her (ight, appears good, real, faithful, con* 
fiant to his prom^e;,, magnificent in his gifts, true in his 
afie£lion, indulgent even in his anger, alone fufficiently 
great to fill the whole immen(ity of our heart ; done fuffi- 
ciently powerful to fatisty all its defires ; alone fufficiently 
generous to foften all its diftreffes ; alone immortal, and 
who (hall for ever be loved : lafily, to love whom, can be 
followed by the fole repentance of having loved him too 
late; 

It is love therefore, my brethren, which makes true pc- 
nitents : For penitence is only a changing of the heart ; 
and the heart does not change, but in changing Its -love : 
penitence is only the re-eftabli(hment oi order in man ; 
and man is only in order whcnhelotes the Lord, for 
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whom he is made : penitence is only a reconciliation with 
God ; and your reconciliation is fi£litious, if you do not re- 
fiore to him your heart : in a word, penitence obtains the re- 
miffion of fins, and fins are remitted only in proportion to 
our love. . . 

Tell us no more then, my brethren, when we hold out 
thefe grand examples for your imitation, that you do not 
feel yourfelves born for devotion, and that your heart is of 
fuch a nature, that every thing which is denominated pie- 
ty is difagrceable to it. rWhat.l My dear hearer, your 
heart is not made for lovingits God ? Your heart is not made 
for the Creator who hath given it to you ? What ! You 
are born then for vanity and falfehood ? Your heart, fo grand 
fo exalted, and which nothing here below can fatisfy, has 
-been bellowed on you, folely for pleafures which weary 
you ; creatures which deceive you ; honours which cm- 
barrafs you ; a world which tires, or difgufts you ? God 
alone, for whom you are made, and who hath made you 
what you are, ihould find nothing for himfelf in the prin- 
ciple of your being ? Ah ! You are unjuft towards your 
own heart : You know not yourlclf, and ypu take your 
corruption for yourfeit. And in eflfef):, if not born for 
virtue, what then is the melancholy myfiery of your lot ? 
For what are you born ? What chimera then are you 
among men ? You arc born then only f or . remorfe, and 
gloomy care ? ihp <r.uthor of your being, hath drawn you 
from non-entitv, only to render you miferablc ?. You are 
gifted then with a heart only to purfue an liappintTs, which 
either is vifionary, or which flies from you, and to be a 
continual burden to yourfeit ? 

O man ! open here' thine eyes ; fathom to the bottom 

the deftiny of thy heart, and thou wilt acknowledge that/ 
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thefe turbulent paffions^ which fill thee with Tuch repug- 
nances to virtue^ are foreign to thy nature ; that fuch 19 
not the natural ftate ol thy heart ; that the author of na* 
ture and of grace had bellowed on thee a more fublime 
lot ; that thou wert born for order, for righteoufnefs, and 
for innocence ; that thou baft corrupted an happy nature, 
by turning it towards iniquitous paffions ; and that if not 
4x>rn for virtue* we know not what thou art, and thoif be- 
comeft incomprehenfible to thyfelf. 

But you are miftaken, when you confider as inclina* 
tions incompatible with piety, thofe warm propenfities 
towards pleafure which are born with you. From the 
inftant that grace Ihall have fanfiified them, they will be- 
come difpofitions favourable for falvation. The more yoa 
are animated in the purfuit of the world and its falfe plea- 
fures, the more eager (hall you be ior the Lord, and for 
true riches ; the more you have been found tender and 
feeling by creatures, the eafier (hall be the accefs of grace 
to your heart : in proportion as your nature is haughty, 
proud, and afpiring, the more (hall you ferve the Lord, 
without fear, without difguife, without meannefs : the 
more your character, now appears eafy, light, and incon- 
ftant, the eafier it will be for you to detach yourfelf trom 
your criminal attachments, and to return to your God. 
Lallly, your palfions themfelves, if I may venture to fpeak 
in this manner, will become the means ot facilitating your 
penitence. Whatever had been the occafion oi your def- 
tru£lionj you will render it conducive towards your (alva- 
lion ; you will fee and acknowledge, that to have received 
a tender, faithful, and generous heart, is to have been 
born for piety, and that a heart which creatures have been 
able to touch, holds out great and favourable difpofitions 
towards grace. 

♦ Penifc 
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Pcrufe what remunt to 11s of the hi(fory of the juil; 
and you wHl fee that thofe who have at the firft been drag- 
ged away by mad paffioni, who were bora with every ta- 
lent calculated for the world, with the warmeft propenfifc 
ties towards pleafures, and the moft oppofite to every 
thing pious, have been thofe in whom grace hath operated 
the moft wonderful change. And, without mentioningthc- 
(inner of our gofpeU the Auguflins, the Pelagius', the 
Fabioles', thofe worldly and diflipated fouls, fo obftinatc 
and rooted in their debaucheries, and fo diametrically op« 
pofite, it would feem, to piety ; what progrefs have they 
not fince made in the ways of God ? And their former pro* 
peniities, have, as I may fay, only pared the way tor their 
penitence. The fame foil which nourifhes and produces 
great paffions, gives birth likewife to the greateft virtue*, 
when it pleafes the Lord to change the heart. My God 1 
Thou haft made us all for thee, and in the incomprehenit^ 
ble arrangement of thy Providence, and of thy mercy to- 
wards roan, even our weaknefles are to conduce towards 
our lanfiification. It is thus, that our finner made repa» 
jation for the iniquitous ufe of her heari.. 

But, '^dly^ The love which fhe had tor Jefufr ChrilP 
was not one of thoffr vain and indolent fenfibilities, which 
are rather the natural emotions of an.eafily affe£led heart 
than real impreflions- of grace, and which never produce 
any thing in. us, further than that of rendering us {atisfied 
with ourfelves, and perfuading us that our heart is chang* 
ed : tb^ lacrifices^ and not the feeling^,, prove the leality 
of love. 

Thus » the feoond* difimTer of her fin- having been the 
criminal and almoft univerfal abufe of all creatures ; the 
fecond reparatioa of her penitence^. iP the rigproufly ab^ 
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Ilaining from all thofe things which fhe had abufed in her 
errors. Her hair, her perfumes, the gifts of body and of 
nature, had been the inftrumcnts of h^r pleafuret ; for 
none is ignorant of the ufe to which a deplorable paffion 
can apply them ; this is the firft ftep of 'her penitence c the 
perfumes are abandoned, and even confecrated to a. holy 
miniftr}" ; her hair is neglefied, and no longer ferves but 
to wipe the feet of her deliverer ; beauty, and every at- 
tention to the body, are negle&edj aiid her eyes are blind- 
ed with tears. Such are the firfi facrifices of her love : 
ihe is not contented with giving up .cares viGbly cruninal, 
flie even facrifices fucb as might have been hx>ked upon at 
innocent, and thinks, that the propereft way of punifliiog 
the abufe (he had formerly made of them, is, by depriving 
herfelf of the liberty (he might ftill have had of employ- 
ing them. 

In eflPefi, by having once abufed them, the (inner lofes 
the right he had over them ; what is permitted to an inno- 
cent foul, is no longer fo to him who has been fo un- 
happy as to deviate from the right path : Sin renders us, 
as it were, anathematifed to all creatures around us, and 
which the Lord had deftined to our ufe. Thus, there are 
rules for an unfaithful foul, not made for other men : he 
no longer enjoys, as I may fay, the common right, and 
he muft no more judge of his duties by the general maxims, 
but by the perfonal exceptions which concern him. 

Now, upon this principle,, you are continually demand- 
ing of us, if the ufe of fuch and fuch an artifice in drefs 
be a crime ? If fuch and fuch public pleafures be forbid- 
den ? I mean not here to decide for others ; but I aik at you 
who maintain their innocency, whether you have never 
made a bad ufe of them ? Have you never made thefe 
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cares of the hody^ thefe amufements, and thefe artifices 
infirumental towards iniquitous pafTions ? Have you never 
employed them in corrupting hearts, or in noariOiing the 
corruption of your own ? What ! Your entire life lias per- 
haps been one. continued and deplorable chain oi palQons 
and evils ; you have abufed every thing around you, and 
have made them infirumental to your irregular appetites ; 
you have called them all in aid, to that unfortunate ten- 
dency of your heart ; your intentions have even exceeded 
your evil ; your eye hath never .been fingle and you would 
willingly never have had that of others to have been fo 
with regard to you ; all your cares for your pcrfon, have 
been crimes ; and when there is queftion of returning to 
your God, and of making reparation for a whole life of 
corruption and deba^uchcry, you pretend to difpute with 
him for vanities, of which you have always made fo infa- 
mous' an ufe ? You pretend to maintain the innocency of 
a thoufand abufes, whicht though permitted to the reft of 
men, would bq forbidden to you ? You enter into contef- 
tation, when it is intended to refirifl you from the crimi. 
nal pomps of the world : You to whom the moft innocent, 
if fuch there be, arc forbidden in future, and whofe only 
drefs ought.henceforth to be fackcloth and afhes ? Can you 
flill pretend to juftify cares, which arciyour inward fhame, 
and which have fo often covered you with confufion at the 
feet of the facred tribunal ? And Ihould fo much contef- 
tation and fo many explanations be required, where your 
own fhame alone fhould amply fufHcc ? 

Befides, the holy fadncfs of piety no longer looks up- 
on, but with horror, that which has once been a flumb- 
ling-block to ui. The contrite foul examines not whether 
he may. innocently, indulge in it; it fuffices.for him to 
know, that it has 4 thoufand times been the rock upon 
« M'hich 
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which he has feea hii innocence fplit. Wbatevei*' hM 
been inftrumental in leading him to his evils, becomcft 
equally odious in hiHight, as the evils themfelves ; what* 
ever has been aflifting to his paffions. he equally detefis attho 
paflions themrelves ;* whatever, 16 a word, has been fa- 
vourable to his crimes, becomes criminal in his eyeaw 
Should it even happen that we might be difpofed to accotd 
it to his weakners, ah ! his zeal, his compun&ion, would 
reje6l the indulgence, and would adopt the interefts of 
God's righteournels againft men ; he could not prevail 
upon himfelf to permit abufes, which would be the meana 
of recalling to him his paft diforders ; he would always 
entertain a dread that the fame manner of a£ling might reap 
cal die famedirpofitions, and that, engrofled by the fame 
cares, his heart would find itfelf the fame ; the fole image 
of his pad infidelities difturbs and alarms him ; and, fae 
from bearing about with him their fad remain!, he would 
with to have it in his power to remove even from the fpots, 
and to tear himfelf from the occupations, which renew 
their remembrance. And, furely, what kind of a peni. 
fence mud that be, which ilill permits us to love all thofe 
things which have been the occafion of our greateft crimes ? 
And, while yet dripping from a (hipwreck, can we too 
flrenuoufly form the refolution of ior ever ihunning 
thofe rocks upon which we bad fo lately fplit ? 

Laftly, true penitence caufes us to find every where 
matter of a thoufand invifible facrifices. It does not con- 
fine itfelf to certain eflential privations ; every thing which 
flatters the paflions, every thing which nourifhes the life 
of the fcnfes, every fuperfluity which tends folely to the 
gratification of felf-lovc, all thefe become the fubjeft of 
its facrifices: and, like a (harp and grievous fword, it eve* 
ry where makes divifions and feparations painful to the 

I heart» 
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heait» and cuts even to the quick, whatever in the fmalU 
eft degree approached too near to the corruption of our 
propenGties. The grace of compunQion at once leads 
the contrite foul to this point ; it renders him ingenious in 
puniQiing himfelf, and arranges matters fo well, that every 
thing ferves in expiation of his crimes ; that duties, focial 
interqourfe, honours, profperit j, and the cares attendant 
upon bis ftation, become opportunities of proving his me« 
rit ; and that even his pleafures, through the circumfpe&ion 
and faith with which they are accompanied, become praife- 
worthy and virtuous a£lions. 

Behold the divine fecret of penitence I As it officiates 
here below towards the criminal foul, faysTertullian, as the 
juftice of God, and as the juftice of God fliall one day 
punilh guilt by the eternal privation of all creatures which 
the finner hath abufed, penitence anticipates that terrible 
judgment ; it every where impofes on itfelf the moft rigor- 
ous privations ; and if the miferable condition of human 
life render the ufe of prefent things fiill requifite, it em- 
ploys them much lefs to flatter than to punifli the fenfes, 
by the fober and aultere manner in which it applies them. 

'You have only to calculate thereupon the truth of your 
penitence. In vain do you appear to have left off the bru- 
tal gratification of the paflions, if the (ame pomp and 
fplendour are requifite towards latisfying that natural in- 
clination, which courts diftinfiion through a vain magnifi- 
cence ; the fame profufions, in confequence oi not having 
the courage to deprive felMovc of accuftomed fuperfluities ; 
the fame pleafures of the world, in confequence of be- 
ing unable to do without it ; the fame advantages on the 
part of fortune, in confequence of the continual defirc of 
riling fuperior to others : 10 a word^ it you can part with 

nothing 
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nothing, you exclucle jourfdf 'from nothing ; even admit- 
ting that all thofe attachments which you flill preferve fliould 
not be abfolute crimes, your heart is not penitent ; your 
manners are apparently ditTerent, but all your paflions are 
ftill the fame ; you are apparently changed, but you are not 
converted. How rare, my brethren, are true penitents ! 
How common are vaiii and fuperficial converfions ! And 
how many fouls, chan^d in the eyes of • the world, ihall 
one day find themfelves the fame before God I 

But it is not enough to have attained to that degree of 
feli-denial, which keeps us without the circle of attra£lioii ; 
to the alluremenu of guilt ; thofe laborious atonemenu 
muft likewife be added, which wafii out its ftains. Thus, 
in the third place, the finner of our gofpel is not contented 
with having facrificed her hair and her perfumes to Jefui 
Chrift ; Ihe proftrates herfelt at bis feet^ ihe waflics them 
with her tears, (he wipes, (he kifles them : and as the third 
diforder of her fm had been a (hameful fubjeQion of her 
fenfes, flie begins the reparation of ihefe criminal lewd- 
neifcs, by the humiliation and difguft of thefe lowJy fer- 
vices. 

New inftru6lion : it is not fufficient to remove from the 
paiTions thofe allurements which incite them ; it is likewife 
necefTary that laborious exertions oi fuch virtues as are 
moft oppofite to them, infenfibly reprefs, and recal them 
to duty and order. You were fond of gaming, pleafures, 
amufements, and every thing ^which compofes a worldly 
life ; it is doing little to cut off from thefe pleaiures that 
portion which may ftill conduB to f^uilt ; if you wifli that 
the love of the world be extinguifhed in your heart, it is 
neceflary that prayer, retirement, filence, and afls of cha. 
rity, fucceed to thefe dillblute manners ; and that, not fa. 

tisfied 
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tbficd with (htinningthe crimes of the world, you iikewife 
fly from the world itfelf. By giving yourfeU up to bound- 
iefs and (bamet'ul paflions, you have fortified the empire 
of the fehfes and of the flefli; iit is neceflary that failing, 
watching, the yoke of mortification, gradually extinguifli 
ihefe ■ impure fires, weaken thefe tendencies, become un« 
governable through a long indulgence of voluptuoufnefs, 
and. not .only lemoyei guilt from you, but operate, as I 
Ibay fay, to dry up its. fource in your heart. Otherwife 
by (faring, you only render yourfelf more miferable : the 
old attachments which you (hall have broken without hav« 
ing weakened, and, as it were, rooted them from your 
heart.by mortification, Will incelTantly be renewing their 
attacks ; your paffions, become more violent and impetuous 
by being checked and fufpended without your having weak- 
ened and overcome them, will make you undergo agitations 
and ftorms. fuch.as yott had never experienced even in 
guilt : you will behold. yourfelf on the point, every mo* 
ment, of a melancholy ihipwreck ; you will never tafle of 
peace in this new life. You will find yourfelf more weak, 
more exhaufted, more animated for pleafure, more eafy to 
be (haken, and more difgufled with the fcrvice of God, in 
this Hate of imperfe£l penitence, than you had even been 
formerly in the midfl; of dilTipation : every thing will be- 
come a rock to you; you will be a continual temptation to 
yourfelf ; you will be altonilhed to find within you a ilill 
greater repugnance to duties ; and, as it is har-diy poflible 
to ftand out long againft yourfelf, you will foon become 
xlifgufted with a virtue by which you fufTcr fo muclT; and, 
in cpfifequence of your having wifhed to be only a tranquil 
and mitigated penitent, you will be an unhappy one, without 
confolation, without peace, and confequently without per- 
severance. To augment and multiply the Sacrifices is to 
abridge the fufierings in virtue ; and whatever we arc in- 
. Vol. I. H3 duc^d 
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duced to fpare to the pailions, becomes rather the punilli« 
inent and the dirguft than the foftening of our penitence. 

The laft diforder which had accompanied the fin of the 
woman of our gofpel, was the publicnefs of the fcuidal at- 
tending the corruption of her condufi. The fcandal of the 
law, which was diSionoured in the opinion of the Romans 
and of fomany other gentiles, fpread throughout Paleftinc* 
and who, witnefling the ill-conduft of our finner, took 
occafion, no doubt, from it, to blafpheme the name oi the 
Lord, to defpife the fanfiity of his law, to harden them"* 
fclves in their impious fuperftitions, and to look upon the 
hope of Ifrael and the wonders of God, as related in the 
holy books, as fi£lions invented to amufe a credulous pco* 
pic. 

Scandal of place : Her ilUconduQ had been confpicU'- 
ous in the city, that is to fay, in the capiul of the 
country ; from whence the reports of fuch accidents were 
foon circulated throughout Judea. Now, behold the fcan- 
dals for which her penitence makes reparation : the fcan- 
dal of the law, by renouncing the fuperflitious traditions 
of the Pharifees, who had adulterated their precepts ; and 
by confclling Jefus Chrifl, who was the end and the ful- 
filment of them. For, too Irequently, after having dif- 
honoured religion in the minds of the impious, through 
our cxcefles and fcandalous condu3, we again diihonour 
it through our pretended piety ; we create for ourfelves a 
kind of virtue altogether worldly, fuperficial, and pharifai- 
cal ; we become fuperflitious wiihout becoming penitent ; 
we make the abufcs 'of devotion fucceed to thofe of the 
world ; the only reparation we make for the fcandal of our 
debaucheries, is that of a fenfual piety ; and we reflect 
more difgrace upon virtue, through the wcaknefTcs and il- 
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lufions which we mingle with it, than we did by our open 
and avowed exceflei« Thus the impious are more harden* 
ed in their [iniquity, and more removed from converflon, 
by the example oi our falfe penitence, than ever they had 
formerly been by the example even of our vices. 

Laftly, the fcandai of place : That .fame city which had 
been the theatre of her Ihame and of her crimes, becomes 
that of her penitence. She goes not into retired places to 
give vent to her forrows and her tears; fhe takes no advan- 
tage, like Nicodemus, of the fliades of night to come to 
Jefus Chrift, nor waits the opportunity of his being in a re« 
tired corner of tfaacity, in order to conceal from the eyes 
of thepubiicthe firllileps of her coverfion. In the face 
of that great city which (he had fcandatifed by her condnfl; 
fhe enters into the houfe of the.pharifee, and is not afraid 
of fiibmitting to have as fpe£^ators of her penitence, thofs 
who had been witneflfes of her former crimes. For often; 
after having defpifed the world's opinion in debauchery, it 
becomes dreaded in virtue : the eyes of the public did not 
Appear formidable to us* during our diflipation ; they be- 
come fo in our penitence ; our vices were carelefsly laid 
open to view ; bur virtues are backward and cautious ;^ we 
dare not at firft declare openly for Jefus Chrift ; we ate 
afliamed to fliew ourfelves in a light fo new to us ; we have 
gloried in vice as if it had been a virtue, and we blufli for 
being virtuous, as though it were a (hame. 

.As our fbirtunate finhtfr had not been timid in evil, fo is 
(he not timed in good ; tte bears, even with a holy infen- 
Cbiltty, the reproaches of the pharifee, who recounts in 
the prefence of all the guefis, the infamy of her paft man- 
ners. For the worlds typified by that pharifee, feels a grati. 
fication in the mean pleafure ot recalling the former errors 

of 
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o( thofe whom grace hath touched : far from reaping any 
edification from their prefcnt good condu3, it is continual- 
]j dwelling upon their pad irregularity ; it tries to weaken 
the merit of what they now do, by renewing upon every 
occafion the remembrance of what they have done;: it 
would appear that the errors which they lament authorifc 
thofe which we love, and in which we ftill continue ta 
live ; and that it is niore allowable for us to be finners, fince 
real and fincerc penitents repent of having been fo. It is 
thus, O my God! that every thing worketh out our de- 
ilru£lion, and that, inftead of blefling and praifing the 
riches oi thy mercy when thou withdraweft worldly and 
diifolute fouls from the ways of perditjpn, and inftead of 
being excited by thefe grand examples, to have recourfe to 
thy clemency, always fo ready to receive the repentant fin- 
ner; infenfible and blind to his penitence, we are occupied 
only in recalling his errors, as if we were entitkd from 
thence to fay to ourfelves, that we have nothing^to dread 
in debauchery ; that one day or other we fliall likewife be- 
come contrite ; and that the (incereft penitents, having once 
been perhaps ftill more deeply involved than we in mad 
paffions, wc need not dcfpair of one day or other being 
able to quit them as well as they! O inexplicable blindnefs 
of man, that finds inducements to debauchery even in the 
examples ot penitence ! 

Such were the reparations of our fmncr. But if it be 
an error to reprefent to ourfelves a change of life as the 
fimple ceffaiion of our former rfebaucheries, Without ad- 
ding to that thofe expiations winch wafh them out ; it is 
likewife another not lefs dangerous, the confidering thefe 
expiations as involving you in a fituation, gloomy, wretch- 
cd, and hopelefs. Thus, after having mentioned to you 

the 
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the reparations of her penitence, it is proper that I now 
lay before you the confolations. 

\ Part II. Come unto me, fays Jefus Chtift, all ye who 
arc weary of* the ways of iniquity; take my .yokeiipon 
you and leamof me^for I am meek and lowly in- heart, and 
ye fliali .find reft unto your fouls ; for my yoke is eafy and 
my burden is light. 1 ' 

This promife, addrefled to all criminal fouls, who are al- 
ways miferable in debauchery, is completely fulfilled in 
the inftance of the fitiner oE our gofpel. In eSe8, every 
thing which bad k)rmerly been to her, in her diflipations, 
an inexhaiiftible fiind of difguft, becomes, now, in her 
penitence, a fruitful fource of confolation ; and with Jefus 
Chrift (he is happy, through the fame meiins which, during 
her guilty bad occafioned all her miferics. . . 

• • ■ t _ •• 

Yes my brethren, an iniquitous love had been her firft 
guilt, and the firft fource of all her diftreffes ; the firft con- 
folation of her penitence, is a holy derilefiion for Jefus 
Chrift, and the wide difference between that.divine and new 
love, and the profane love i^hicb had hitherto engroffed her 
heart. I fay the difference in the obje£l, in the proceed- 
ings,, and in the correfpondence. 

In the objefl : the depravity of her heart, had atuched 
her to men, corrupted, inconftant, deceitful, rather com- 
panions of her debauchery than real friends, Jefs watchful 
to render her happy, than auentive to the gratification of 
their own inordinate paflions; to men, who always join 
contempt, to a gratified paflSon '; to Amnonsj in whofe 
eyes, from the moment that they have obtained their wiflies, 
the unfortunate objcfi of their love becomes vile and 
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ktteful ; CO flm mhotk wedkneflef , ■rtiiEcdt, iimfp ot U i 
defefift Ihe well knewt apd whom flie fawirdiy i 
ledged to be unwortbjr of her hearty and to whom flie paid 
ny'altentioot mditlimiugh.Uieimfoitaimte£iaibF 
tbao dtt iree choice* of her reafon ; in a n^ord^ to.meo* 
who had never yet been able to fix the natm^' inAa^ 
bilityt and love of change»:of her heart. Her.penhteae 
attaches her to Jefut Chrift* the model of ail inrtne, Uie 
fource of all grace, the principle oi all light ; the more 
ihe ftndiet him, the more does ihe difcover hiagceaineff 
■Dd:fiin£Uty;.the more ihe loves him. the inore doeaflm 
find him worthy of being loved : to Jefos Chrift, die £aitb« 
fol, immortal, and difimerefted friend of her foul, ^^ha ta 
concerned. for her «tteoil -imerefts .alone; #ho' is into* 
jeied only in what may reader herhappy j vfho isevcs 
come to facrifice his eafe, his glory aiid his life, in order to 
fecure her immortal happinrfs ;. who has dttinpiilhed her, 
from among fo many women of Judah, by an overflowing 
of mercy, wheiiflie had rendered hierfelf the inoft confpicu- 
otts of her fex, by the excefs of her wfctchedneis ; who ex* 
pe8s nothing from her, but is willing to bellow on her, 
far more than flie could ever have hoped ; iq/tfy, tojefus 
Chrifl, who has tranquilifed her heart, by purifying it; 
who has fixed its incokiftancy, and fubdued the multiplicity 
of its defires ; who has filled the whole extent of her love ; 
who has rellored to her that internal peace, which creatures 
bad never been able to beftow. 

O my foul ! How long ihalt thou continue to love in 
creatures, what is but thine afflifiion ^xld punifliment ? 
Wouldfl thou fnfier more by breaking afiinder thy chains, 
than thou now dofi in bearing them ? Would virtue and 
innocence be. more painful, than thofe fliamefui palSona 
which at prefent debafe and rend thee ? Ah I Thou (halt 

find 
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find every thing light and eafy» in coroparifon with the 
cruel agitations which rendcfr thee fo unhappy in guilt. Dif- 
ference in theobjefi of her love. 

Difference in the fieps. The excefs of paflSon had led 
her to a thoufand Heps, in oppofition to her inclination, 
her glory, and her reafon ; had led her to make a facrifice 
to men of her quiet, her inclinations, her honour, and 
her liberty ; to (hameful condefcenfions, and difagreeable 
fubmiflions ; to important facrifices, for which the only 
return was their thinking themfelves more entitled from 
thence to exa£l fiill more : for fuch is the ingratitude of 
men; the mor^ you allow them to become matters of 
your heart, the more they ereft themfelves its tyrant : in 
their opinion, the excefs of your attachment to them dimi- 
hifhes its merit ; and they punifh you (or the fervour and the 
fliame of your tranfports, by taking occafion, even from 
thence, to fufier all, even to their gratitude, to be cooled. 

Behold the grateful returns experienced by our finner 
in the ways of the paffions ! But in her penitence every 
thing is reckoned : the flighteft ftep which (he ukes for 
Jefus Chrifl is noticed, is praifed, is defended by Jefus 
Chrift himfelf. The pharifee vainly endeavours to leflen 
her merit, (for the world never fiudies but to diminifli the 
value of the virtues of the jufi), the Saviour underukes 
her defence : •• Seed thou this woman ?" faid he to him, 
as if he thereby meant to Ay, Knoweft thou all the merit 
of the facrifices which flie makes to me, and how far the 
ftrength and the excefs of her love for me extend ? She 
hath not ceafed to wafli my feet with tears, and to wipe 
them with the hairs of her head. He reckons, he ok> 
ferves every thing; a (igh, a tear, a Timple movement of 
the heart ; nothing is loft upon him of whatever is done 

for 
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for him ; nothing efcape^ the cxaflnefs of his glances, ^nd, 
the tendcrners of his hpart ; .we are well aflured that vr^ 
ferve no ungrateful mailer; he overvalues even the flightr 
eft facrifices. •• Seeft thou this woman ?*' He would, it 
appears, that all men view her with the fame eyes that he 
did : that all men fhould be as equitable eftimators as him« 
felf oi her love, and of her tears : he no longer fees her 
debaucheries ; he iorgets a whole lite of error and guilt ; 
he fees only her repentance and her tears. 

Now, what confolation for a contrite foul, to have it in 
her power to fay to herfelf. Till now, I have lived on- 
ly for error and vanity ; ray days, my years, my cares, 
my inquietudes, my diftrefles, all are hitherto loft, an^ 
no longer exift, even in the memory of thofe men for 
whom alone I have lived, for whom alone I have facrificed 
every thing ; my re£litude, my attentions, my anxieties, 
have never been repaid but with ingratitude; .but, hence^ 
forth, whatever I do for Jefus Chrift will receive its full 
eftimation ; my fufferings, my aflliftions, the flighteft fa- 
crifices of my heart ; my fighs, my tears, which I had fo 
often fhcd in vain for creatures ; all (hall be written in im- 
mortal charaflers in the book of life : all thefe fhall eter- 
nally exift in the remembrance of that faithful Mafter 
whom I ferve ; all thefe, in Ipite of the defefls mingled 
with them by my weaknefs and my corruption, fhall be 
cxcufed, and even purified through the grace of my Re- 
deemer ; and he will crown his gifts by rewarding my fee- 
ble deferts : I no longer live but for eternity ; I no longer 
labour in vain ; my days are real, my life is no longer a 
dream. O ray brethren, what a blefTcd gain is piety ! 
And hbw great are the confolations which a foul recalled 
to Jefus Chrift receives, in compcnfation for the trifling 
lofl'es which he facrifices to him ! 

Laftly 
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LMj, Difference in Che ceitictrfe of the correrpond* 
eace. That lo^ of crettures which aQuated oar finaeri 
had alwajrs been attended with the moft cruel uncertaimiea* 
One is always fuTpicious of M e^oal return of lovet- tho 
heart is ingenious in rendering ttlelf unhappy, and isi tpr« 
menting ttTdt with Tim fears, fufpicions, and jesloufies : 
the more generous, true, and frank k is ii<elf> the snore 
doth it fuffcrt it is the martyr ot its own diftrufls. Yon 
know this weH ; and it does mm, belong to me to pretend 
to (peak from this placo the tengnege of your exiriTagam 
paflions. 

Bui what a ne%/ defliny in the change ol her lovel 
Scarcely is her love of Jefus Chrift commenced, whesi (hi 
is certain of being beloved : Ave hears from bis divine 
mouth the favourable femence, which, in remitting her 
fins, confirms to her the love and the affedion of him who 
remits them : not only are her debaucheries forgotten, but 
(he is urged to be convinced in her own mind« that they ai«' 
forgotten, pardoned, and waOied out ; all her fears are pre* 
vented, and ground is no more left for miftruft or unoer^ 
tainty ; nor can (he longer fufped the love of Jefus Chrifi, 
without at the fame time fufpe€ling his power, and the 
faithfulnefs of his promifes. 

Such is the lot of a contrite foul on quitting the tribunal 
where Jefus Chrift, through the miniftry of the pricft, has 
remitted debaucheries, which he has waBied out with hh 
tears and his love. In fpiie of that uncertainty infeparable 
from the prefent jiate of life, whether he be worthy of love 
or hatred, an internal peace bears teftimony in the bottom 
of his heart that he is reftored to Jefus Chrift : be ex^ 
periences a calm and a joy in his confcience, which can be 
the fruit of rigfateouinefs alone. Not lliM he is entirely dr«* 
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wioe ftiU iiltmvl^ fity|,u>hm«a^|oitqeriy^jU> Beoer aLirift. 
ed ttpGA.the.iir«vffii% V 0-.tlKWrp£ lilUe.(u|Ii»'<wbei«fa^ 
douittft dioiii?Mi IshHifl ii#|^v^it^rttfipiinicpfoofiitf 
njrkflBdncIt.ma «i)r pioceiEMpa P: IMa& «|ioii. ill ihat I 
have done ki order to withdraw thee from the ways ^ tai- 
quity : I feek not with fuch perTeverance the flieep that X 
love-'not; IirecalihoQ nDtrfromfofarito-Iettbe^ popflt 
before my eyes ; diftnift then no more my aftAion ; dread 
only thiacowa lukewamaefi 0r inconflancy. . Firft 4ppn- 
folaiion of her penitence ; tbe-^foenceof h^ioi^. v . 

i . . .... .-■.... '. : ' . . .} 

: Tbefecoodisdie iacrificeof herpaflioas. She throws 
atthe feet of Jefus CbrJft her perfumes, her hair, all the 
atucbments of her heart, all the deplorable inflruments of 
her vanities, and of her crimes ; and do not ftfppore that 
in afling thus (he facrifices her pleafurcs ; {he facrifices only 
her anxieties and her puniihments. 

In vain is it faid that the cares of the paflions conflitute 
the felicity of thofe pofTelTed by them ; it is a language in 
which the world glories, but which experience belies. 
What puniQiment to a worldly foul, anxious to pieaTe, are 
the folicitous cares of a beauty, which fades and decays 
everyday! What attentions and conftraints! They rouft 
take upon .themfclvcs,' vpon their inclinations, upon their 
pleafures, upon their indolence: irhat inward vexations, 
when theie oares Juve been unavailing, and when more 
fortunate, ch^ms h^ive. atuafied the general attentioa ! 
....... Whai 
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Wbftt. tyTafiny'is thai of - cuflom ! It tnuft; however, be 
fubmitted to, in ipiteoi. deranged 'afiair8,,:i remonllrating 
hofband, tradefmen. who murmur, and who -dearly: .feU the 
rcmiffiohs perhaps required. I fay notbingiof the cares of 
ambition : what a life is . that pafled in defigns, projefisi 
lean, hopes, alarms« . jealoufies, fubje£lion, and meannef* 
fes I I fpeak not of a ' profane cohnefiion : ivfaat terroi^ 
left the myftery be laid- open! What eyes to fhiin I^.Whai 
fpies .to deceive I What mortifying^; repuHes to nhdecgo 
from-tbe very.perfon for wkom they have perhaps i&crifioed 
their honour and their liberty* and of whom they dare nol 
evRn complain L To all .tbefe^oadd : ihofe: cruel moments 
when paflion, lefs unruly, allows uaJeUiire to:infpe£laao4 
felves, and to feel the whole infamy oE our fituation ; thofe 
mon»^i|ts..m wbiipb. the hearty-, J)Oru;*fpj; more fojid joys, 
weaiTies ot.iMown idols, and finds: ampl^ piiniflunent in 
iits dj(gufts and in its pwn.iAConftaniqy. World pooiane ^ 
If ..(uch'b^ the felicity J^o^;Yau|Itftft. fa much,. diAbguiOi: 
tjhy wprOiiprperi^t and,; ifay.. crowning, them with fuch aa 
happinefs, puniOi them. for jtheitaith; Kbich ihey have. fa 
credulouQy given to thy promifes. 

■'I . I '. -^ ... '..,.!. . ' '. ...•»*. 1 

^ Bf^ld what pur, finneir.c4fts.4t ihf feel! iokf JeTus Chrifl|( 
berlpnds, her trqybl^s,- hei) flaveiyiy'lnjappcarance, the' 
ijiQfupyents o^ hiejr pk^fymi} ji%ti:utili tfie /ourcifi.of .atLhcarr 
^i^ipns. No^,.;gTiaA^if)g,^9ir,ihis were .tbe only. iconfo-r 
Ij^uon; oC. virtue, is jtnot:ji<ff^S^ien^yj;gvand>dne,» that of: 
4^)iy^^c fr^fft t}if: Iqeei^A iMimies.of tbepaffitfos ? To; 
li^yfl yoi^r hapjpi^^cj^s 99 l^^gfir dependant upcA the; incon-:^ 
(h^cy^ tlie p^fidy, ^apd the injuftice /of i^reatures ; to: 
haye:.placed yourlelfbeypn^ the reach of eyepts; to pof- 
{fts in your own he4^ a)l that is wantipg towards your hap-, 
pinefs, or to fuffice, as I may fay, to yourfeli? What da 
you. lo^t.in ficrificing gloomy and anxious cares, in or* 

, der 
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•^ 'Ftebrt %• a pn^lbei? 'BiMfrtd yoor Amh ^vIm 
W^onwlK!l0Wpr']NM0P*fMMU nM'Vy MMBMiiail 

sdh OB tb jrmr - MlrttAioit bf tli»i^ chwiiaf .*igldl^* 
and die plMfce it d^MMftMifitf 'tUi: Jcfci^ Clirift MoM 



For themorld, which atithoriGes whaiever leads to difli* 
pkioiv wv^ hil^>to MMrdiffi))dridii i<ffett With^mftmy; 
k approves^ it jofiifi«i dM HMxittos/irtie haftiti, ailcf tht- 
ptafarei*¥dmh€i>mi{^l)ll«iitftM^tti4 y«i k iofiHi iIa^ 
innooen^y' «aiMl ttgal^rftf oF ttiMMft'^tfrited wilfr^ebiv 
npliob «f r beint ; it inlj^iw i)i the^*t>a(B6nt^, jtt it AlMjrt- 
Ualine$ih« «<)Afequ«nfices #(^^ ^ (^ f^dit^s jMtd lliir* 
dy the art ef pieafiogv aWd ^ iltfpliftf ytm fhmi th<( ilib^ 
mcnt thai yM havefticcieMdd'i M lardvious thditrarre^ 
found wkh Mtfavagant jphfile^' dF profatie love/ arid ict 
converfttiomi eoftfift only of bititiK^fath^ upoh thdfii^lio 
yield ihemldyev Of'tothatiinibrtunate tendency ; it phkifta 
the gwQts^ Ihechanlli, iheirifttabk talents which' Kgbt 

up 
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up impure defircst mod it loads you viiih cYecfaftiog Sume 
•ad reproach from the moMficnt that you appear' inflamed 
with them. O how infinitely above defcripuon w i i etch ed 
are thofe who drag on in a.ftill bebvcd world* and which 
they find therarelves incapable of doing without, ihe mi» 
ferable wrecks of a reputation, either blafied or but feehly 
confirmed; and wherever they (hew themfelvesr toaroolt 
the remembrance or the fufpicion oi their crimes 1 

Such had been the afii&ions and the di%nices, widi 
which the paflioas and the debaucheries ot onr finner 
were f oUowed ; but her penitence reftoics to her move ho- 
nour and more glory than had been tak,en from her by the 
infamy of her crimes. This finner, fo defpifed io the 
worki» who(e name was never mentioned without a blufln 
ia piaiiied ior the very things which even the world confi* 
ders as. rooft honourable, viz. kindnefs ol bean, generofity 
of fentknents, and the fidelity of an holy . love ; this fin* 
ner, with whom no comparilon durft ever be made^ and 
whole foandal wu without example in the city, is exalted 
Aove the pkarifee ; the truth, the fincerity of her faith, of 
hep compyaAion, of her love, merits at once the prefer^ 
ence over » foperficial and pharafaical virtue: Uf/lfy^ 
This finner, whofe name was concealed, as if unworthy of 
being pvosounced, and whofe only appellation, ia that of 
her crimes, t^ become the glory of Jefos Chrift, the praife 
of grace, and an honour to the gofpel. O matchleft 
power of virtue I 

Yes,' my brethren, vitue renders ut a fpeAacle, worthy 
of God, -of angels, and of men r it ence more exalts m 
fallen reputation ; it rene%rs our daim, even here below, 
fo rights and honours which we had forfeited ; it waflies 
out fiann, which the mal^gntty of meu nirouM-wSh 10 be 

immortal : 
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iiHftibrUili: it rejoins \is to the ferva»<« of Jcfu* Clirill, 
and 4b '.the 'focicty ot' the jufr. of whofc intercourfe we 
were iormeriy unwortb/ : it calls forth in us a thoufand 
laudable :quaiitieff, which the vortex of the paflions bad al- 
fnoft' forever 'engulphed: Lafily^ it attra£l8 more glory to 
nt^ than . our paft manners bad attached (hame and con- 
tempt. 'While Jonah is rebellious to the wili of God, he 
is the curfe:of Heaven, and of the earth; even idolaters 
are under the neceflity of feparatinghim from their fociety» 
and .of calling hini:out, as a. child of infamy and inaledic- 
tion;. and the belly'of a monfter is the only afylaxn in 
which he can conceal hiszeproaclT.and (hame. But touch- 
ed with contrition* fcarcely bath he implored the eternal 
mercies of the God. of his Fathers, when he bet'omea the 
;idmiration of the proud Ninevah ; when the grandcdi and 
the people unite to render him honour stiU then unheard of; 
when theprince himfelf, full of r/dTpe^l for his virtue, de. 
fcendstrom the. throne, and covers bimfelf with fackcloth 
and ^Ihest in oh/cdienee to tb<5 m9n,of God. Thpfe paf- 
fions which the world praifes and infpires, had drawti upr 
on us the contempt even of. the world ; virtue which the 
world cenfiires, and comb^ts^ attra3ato us, however unwiU 
lingly on its. part« its veneration and homages. , • 

What, my dqar hearer, prevents you then from terminat- 
ing your ftiame, and your inquietudes, with your crimes ? 
Is it the reparatipns of penitence which alarm you ? But the 
longer you delay the more they multiply, the more debts are 
contrafted, the more you increafe the ncccflity of new- 
rigours to your weaknefs. Ah ! if the reparations difqcSu- 
rage you at prefcnt, what (hall it one day be, when your 
crimes, multiplied to infinity, almofl no puni(hment what- 
ever Ihall be capable of expiating them ? They fhall then 
plunge you into defpair ; and you will adopt the miferable 

party 
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party of cafiing off all yoke, 'and of no longer reckoatog 
upon your falvation; you will raife^up to ydiiirfidf :newi 
maxims, and modes of reafoning, in order to tranqutirze 
your mind in freethinkihg ; you will cpnfider'as'neeiil^rs i 
•penitence which will then .appear i to you:. iro]ioffibIe< 
Wheti the embanraflinents of the cohfcience come to a 
certain point, we feel a kind of 'gloomy Jatiifa^tion iu 
per fuading ourfel vies, that no refource is left; we calns 
ourfelvcs on the foundation of truths, when wef(fe our4 
felves fo far rcmoved(irom what they prefcribe ; we fly to 
unbelief for a remedy, • from the moment that wt. believe 
it is i)o longer to be found in fiiith ; irom the >moment that 
the chaos becomes inexplicable to us, w^havrfcioafettifid 
it in our minds, that all is uncertain. And bcfides, what 
fhould there be fo melancholy and fo rigorous in repara- 
tions, whole holy merit ought to fpring from love ? 

Unbelieving foul ! you dread being unable to lupport 
the holy fadnefs of penitence ; yet you have hitherto been 
able to bear up againft the internal horrors of guilt : virtue 
in your eyes fecnis wearifome beyond fufferance; yet, 
have you long dragged on under the flings of an ulcerated 
confcience, which no joy could enliven. Ah ! Since you 
have hitherto been able to bear upagainftall the inward an- 
guifh, the bittcrnefles, the difgufts, the gloomy agitations 
of iniquity, no longer dread thofe of virtue : in the pains 
and fufferanccs infcparable from guilt, you have under- 
gone trials far beyond what may be attached to virtue ; and 
doubly To, becaufe grace foftens, and renders even pleaf- 
ing, the fuffcrings of piety, while the only fweetcner of 
guilt is the bitternefs of guilt icfclf. 

My God ! Is it poflible, that, for fo many years pad, I 
fiave had ftrength to wander in fuch arduous and dreary 

ways. 
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WKf9^ iader the tymitty of the worMt ^^ <»f tbe piflmit» 
MiitlMt I&CNiU be unable toltw wkb ibee» niite aH the 
I oC dif ngards, under the wingi of thy i 
rotefiion of tnjr actn r Ait \ 
Iboniela'niaAer ? The vorid which hoowt thee not, be^- 
iicipti toil TOoo mdeKB nuienbie oiofe who fenrc^ thee i 
bet we,. O. Lord, we know that thou eit the gcntkft 
and heft oCwttflers, the tendeieft of dl Sithen, the moA 
hMitolDi all faiendt, the aK>ftikumi£oeBtof all i 
ton; and thrtt thou giveft a feietai^ bjr a thouiand 
ward coafolariom with which thou ndolgeft thy fc 
hue beknr, of tfaia eternal ielicitf whidi thou prepareft 
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// is wriittUt th&i man Jkall Hoi Rve by bread alcn^ 
' but by evtry word that procadtlh oat of tkt mouth of 
God. 

^ OTHINO can ^ve a better idea of tbe power and of the 
ftiblimity of the word of the gofpel, than tbe images em* 
plojred by Jefut Chnil to foretel its eftefb.. One while it 
is a faciei {word, which is to divide father from child, 
bulbahd from wife* brother from fifier, and man from him- 
lelf n to bend all min^l under tbe yoke pf ifaith, to (ubju^ 
f^€ tbe Cefars, to ^riumfA over fages and the learned^ 
and to exalt the ftandard of the crarfs upon the wrecks of 
idols, and of empires ; through that is r^prefented to us its 
might, which the whole, world hath been linable to refifi. 

One wbil^ it if a divine fire, fprcf^ m an inftant 
{hroughout the earth, which goes to didblve the lUQtin* 
iains, to depopulate die cities, to people tde forefis, to re- 
duce Into albcs the profane temples, to inflame tbe ipindf 
6f men, and to make them fly, like madmen, to death, in 
tbt Gght of nations ; aqd und^ thefe parabolical traits are 
figured to us the promptitude of iu operations^ an4 the nu 
piiiity of its viQoiiea. 

Vol. I. K 3 • One 
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One while it is a myllerious leaven, which joint and re- 
unites the whole mafs ; which binds all its parts together, 
and imprefles upon them one general efficacy and virtue ; 
which overthrows the diftin&ions of Jew and Gentile, of 
Greek and Baibarian, and gives to all the fame name and 
the fame being : and here you comprehend how great muft 
be its ian6lity and inward might, feeing it hath purified 
the whole univerfe. and of all nations hath made but one 
people. :..;...; ; . - —- 

Another time it is a feed, which at firft appears loft in 
the earth, but afterwards fprings up. and. multiplies an 
hundred fold. And behold the firft caufe of the fecundi- 
ty : not the hufbandman who fows. but the invifible Author 
who giveth the increafe. 

But at prelent Jefus Chrxft compares it to bread, which 
'ferves as the food of man ; and he thereby means to in- 
form us that the word of the gofpel is a powerfu} and fo» 
lid nourifliment. often pernicious tofuch as receive it into 
a difeafed and corrupted heart, and ufeful only to fouls 
who, with an holy appetite, nourifli thcmfclves with it, 
and who bring to this place a heart prepared to lillen to it. 

To confine myfelf then to this idea. I (hall fay nothing 
of the wonders which this word, announced by twelve 
poor and humble men, formerly wrought throughout the 
univcrfe. I Oiall pafs over in filence the lanflity of its 
dodrine, the fublimity of its counfels, the wifdom of its 
maxims ; and limiting myfelf to the inftrjuflion, and to 
that which may render the word of the gofpel which wc 
announce beneficial to you, I {hall inform you^ firfllj^ 
what are the difpofitions which ought to accompany you to 
this holy place for the purpofe oi hearing it ; and. fccond* 

ly. 
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ly, in what mind yon ought afterwards to liflen to it : Two 
dutiei not only:negle£led, but even unknown to the greateft 
part- of the believers, who run in crowds to the feet of 
tbefe Chriflian pulpitSp and which are the ordinary caufe ot 
our miniftry being attended with fo little fruit. 

Part I. It is not the body ot external works, fays St. 
Augufiin, which difiinguiOies the juft from carnal Chrif- 
tians : it is the invifible fpirit which animates them. Pi- 
ous a&ions are frequently common to the good and the 
wicked ; it is the difpoCtion of the heart which difcrimi- 
nates them. All run, fays the apoftle, but all reach not 
the goaU for it isnoi the fame fpirit which impels tbemv - 

Now, to apply this maxim to my fubjeft; of all the 
duties of Chriflian piety, there is undoubtedly none of 
which Che external is more equally fulfilled by the worldly, 
and by the pious, than that of coming to hear the word of 
the gofpel. All run in crowds, like the Ifraelit'es former- 
ly to the foot of the holy mountain, to hear the words ot 
the law. Our temples are hardly fuificient to contain the 
multitude of believers :'profone aflemblies break up, to fweilt 
the number of the holy aflembly at the hoiirs; of inftruc- 
tion ; and the ages which have feen the zeal of Chri Aians fo 
relaxed on every other duty of religioe, have not it would 
firem, witneifed it in this. Neverthelefs, of all the mtnif- 
ftries confided to the church for the confummation of the 
chofen, there is almoft none fo unprofitable as that of the 
word ; and the moft efficacious mean which the church 
hath, in every age, emplo)fedforthe cortv^rfion of men, 
is become, at prefent, its feebleft rrfource. You, my 
brethren, are yoorfelves a melancholy proof of this truth. 
Never were inflrufiions more frequent than in pur days, 

and never were converfiona fo rare. • 

It 
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It if of inporUDce, tlicitfom to explaiii iht danfes of 
(o comnpn and So, dcptorable an abufe^ iKnr« iIr fidl ia 
undoubtedly in ibe vsM of thole difpoiitioiiiwUckoa]|ht 
to accompany you to tbil holy pUcc* in order to lilen Co 
the word o( falmioQ. And fnrely, if St Pkil foraierlf 
commanded all believers to purify therafelves before com* 
iiq; to eat the bread oi life s if he declared to tbera, that 
not ^ diftinguiih k from oirdinary food wai to render 
tbemfelvea guilty of the body of the Lord, we hatvm bo 
left reafon to tell you that you ought to prove Toiir* 
felvei and to prepare your (onl bcffore yoa come to partkii 
pate in that fpiriiual food which we break for the people ; 
and that not to diftinguiih it from the word of men. in 
your manner of liftening to it, is to render yonrfelva 
guilty even of the word of Jefui CbriA. 

The Srft difpofilion required of yon by the bnBtifj of 
this wordf when you come to hear il, is a fincere defirt 
that it may be ulefid to you* Before coming to our tem- 
ples, yon ought privately, in your own houfe, to addreb 
yourrelf to the Father of Light, to entreat him to befiow 
upon you that ear of the heart which alone makes his voice 
to be heard ; to give to his word that efficacy, that inward 
un£lion, thofe attradions fo powerful and fo fuccefsh^ in 
the converfion of finners, that he may overcome that in« 
fenfibiiity which you have oppofed to all the truths hither- 
to heard ; that he fix thofe momentary feelings which yott 
have fo often experienced while liftening to us, but which 
have never been produQive of any confequencea towards 
your falvation ; that to us he give that zeal, that wifdons, 
that dignity, that lulnefs of his fptrit, thofe piercing lights, 
that divine vehemence which carries convifiion to the 
heart, and which never fpeaks in vain; that he form in 
our hearts the.jrelilh of thofe truths which he pnttcth in 

our 
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our mombs ; diat he mider «• infrafible to your pnifet. 
or Id your ccnrum, ia order that we may be more ikCehil 
to your wants ; that the ardent defire to accomplifli your 
falvation, fully compenfaie the want of thofe ukvtt denU 
ed to tis by nature ; and that we honour our Ainifiry, Ml 
by feeking to plcafe, but to fiire yov. 

And Aircly, if the irraelitet , before approaching mount 
Sinai* to hear the words of the liw which the angel Was to 
announce to them^ were obliged, by the ofder of the Lord, 
to purity theknfelves, to waCh their gumcHis^ and even to 
abftain from the holy duties df marriage, in order to pre- 
pare themfelv^s for that grand operation, and to carry no- 
thing to the foot of the mountMn unworthy of thefanSity 
of the law they went to hear ; is k not, fays a holy father, 
much more reafoilable, wheri you come to hear the words 
of a more hoty law, that you bring there at leaft thofe 
precautions of faith, of piety, of external refjpefi, which 
Btark in yoo a fiocere dcfire of conforming your m a nn e rs 
to thofe maxims which we are to announce to yon ? What, 
ifey brethren ! are the precepts of Jefns Chrift, the words 
of eternal Kfe, to be li&ened to with lefs precaution than 
ike ordinances of a figurative hw 7 Is it becaufe they are 
no longer announced to you by an angel from heaven t 
But are not we, etjuaiiy as he, the infiruments of God to 
promulgate his word, and, like him, do we not fpeak in 
bispbce f Did the angel upon the moumain bear more the 
mark of divinity than we bear of him? He Wrdte the 
hw upon tables of ftone ; the grace of our miniSry en- 
graves it on hearts. He promifed milk and honey; and 
we aniioMee real and everhiHing riches. The thunders of 
heaven, which accompanied his menaces againff the tranf- 
greflors of t&e kw, overthrew the peopfe flruck with ter- 
sot ai tho f#0( of the moonlasn: but what were thefe 

thrcatenings 
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tbfctteniogs -and temporal naledifilionst their citief de^ 
ittoliflied^ ibeir wives and children led into capti^ty,.when 
compa^ to that eternal -mifeiy which we* are inftniCled 
continually to foretd<to the violator! ot the law of God ? 
Separate' what we are from the nunifiry which we fill» and 
what is there here, either Jefs awful or lefs refpcflable, than 
upon mount Sinai P 

. And. nevcrtheleft, what preparations accompany you to 
an afiion fo holy and fo %i^orthy of rerpefi ? A vain curiofi. 
ty which you wifli to gratify ; an irkfome leifure which 
you are well pleafed to hayp amufed ; a religious fpeAacle* 
the pleafure ot which you wilh to fliare ; a cuftom which 
you follow/ becaufe the world hath adopted it ? What do 
I know? The pleafure, periups of pleafing a mailer, by 
imiuting his refpefi for the word of the gofpel, and^ far 
more* in order to attraA his reg^urdi than thofe of divine 
mercy ? Once more, what do I kpow ? Pieihaps views fiill 
more criminal, and of which we. cannot fpeak without de* 
grading the dignity of our miniftry. No motive of falva- 
tion leada you here ; no view of faith prepares you, no 
fentiment of piety accompanies you to this place ; in a 
word, your coming to liften to the holy word is no work 
of religion. 

Firft caufe of the inutility of our miniflry. For how 
is it pof&ble that a proceeding altogether profane fend a 
difpofition to grace ? And that in this multitude of believers, 
aflembled in this holy place, the goodnefs of God diilin- 
guifh you from among the crowd, to open your heart to 
the word of life ; you who have brought hither only thofe 
difpoGtions which are mod calculated to keep at a diftance 
that mercy ? My brethren, as religion hath nothing grander, 
in one fenfe, than the charge of tbe do3rine and of truth, 

fo 
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fo pi^ty likewife knows nothtng'fo tmpoftacit,. and.which 
requires more religious pitcaatioDS, than kj^rajper attention 
to, and the being well inttru£U(iin them. . . 

The Tecond dirpofitton which ought to tecpmpany yon 
to this holy placcp is^ a difporitkm :o£ grief and ihamey 
founded on the little f ruifiybu,haa)e hitherto rjeaped from t6 
many truth%9lreafdy.h4aiidK. YAu'onght; to rcflefl upon al| 
thofe feelings pf ./c0idplui£Uoi)^.-iwfaich.^thellj6nl,. thfoug& 
the mii^iAry of the wocdf]h^h<(iperUed in jtoisr heaiis, yet« 
which have never b€fQ9tttn/liefl.yith.any. fnccefii towards 
your lalv||t^<)n ; fp'smmf pk>u»ilrfQlniions» infpired in this 
place, yrhi^k ketftui tchpiMs^fe^cbai^ of liic^ yetwhic£i 
have all yani(^efl «n tl}if fir&itpniptation. : F6c what in this, 
ought mod to alarm you, is, that all thofe truths whic£i 
have made only fuch momentary impreiEons on you, are 
io many .witnefles^ ;Whp QiaU one day dejpdfe agamflLyou 
bef(»e.4heMti^bunal of Jefus Chrlft :?iii proportion jto the 
^mei th^ tJM nford oC-th^ gofp^l'hath failed to touch you 
even.to rfjpflntansiei fo piayyrjtiiMs Ivtchitrpsdcred yoa 
WW m>J^«5fey <rfi<*«iiniBgtbcfr^ce<tf Kpcntanfc-rait^ 
pn; thiSrriHHqff,^miUfc..o(.iP9[QifdiUai ; dod if you dqiaiS 
uficbfiiV^t yptt^epart^ji^fqiM refpeanmft cul{i«blciihani 
bcfp^e^ >ej;aufe, toall -y<)ur,ot]H;r;^i)Qes,;.yott have dddcd 
thatpfi>;aptemptotiJbe:l|Q|[y!Mf«fdr;.r;r.! n. :. . ... 

.Befao)4 tlHS.rpflcfiioni which pwght.to ;OCCt\py your (aitfal; 
azi^ w.l^n jrj9vu eiKer ^he ,^0embly of belie vev^ youoii^, 
while tren^^ljng oyer the paft,: todemand'it yodrCeJf.: Am 
I going to Ifpar a word which (b^tU j^dge ittcwor^tnithsjurbick 
fhall deliver me ? Am I going to oRer up to the compaflion 
of Gjfd adficilfjand willing bwft ^or tq -his Juflipoijrtfli 
mptfyet^fl; .fspndeywiatK^p againft tnyfelf? It uttqw fi^long 
fiocf; trp^ Iviye {>eeq:ai^i9|iq(cd to mei thct ieffCC»>{iwiM€b 

my 
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my lumoft dtfemce to the pAliionsy cafinot wonkch in my 
fnind, for» |n (pite of myfclf thejr make rtie inwardly ac- 
knowledge the error of my Ways ; yet, have I taken b fiinvje 
flep towards quitting them? I have fo long bes^n warned, 
that the body of a CfariSian is the temple of &od • have 1, 
in confequencet becenn more temponte and chaP*- ? I 
have fo long heard it frnd. that; ^ if thine eye be evil, 
Jiluck it outi and caftitfor froittlhee;^* haVe 1 atri»ined 
ftrengtb for fiich feparaticrnsi v^hich.I know to be fo indif^ 
penfable towards my falvation 7 I. have fo long been told, 
chat to deier, as I baue i&o^t ^Mi day to day, my peni- 
tence, is to be dc^rmintd'to die ijA-flu ; do I, even now« 
ind myfalf more difjporedttf^t fiiy de|>lorable fituatton, 
and with a wilting bean |0 be|i& Hit work of thy fafvM. 
tion ? 

Great God I Ccalt not to ^^ tf^ n beait fnfceptibfe to 
troths, which always a&ft, but never change iiie; and 
punifli not the abuTe which I make ol thy word, by 
depriving it, with regard to me, of that efficacy which 
thou fiill permitteft it to have, in order to recal me frotn 
my errors to penitence! Aitd^ 'tny brethren, how many be- 
lievers who liften to me, fbrmerty feeling to th<Je truths 
which we announce^ no loiiger offer to them now, but a 
tranquil, and an hardericfd heart ? they neglefied thofe 
happy times, when grace was yet willing to open this way 
of converfion ; and ever fince to continued and fo fatal a 
negligeaoci they lifleri to us with indiflerencie^ and the 
mod terrible truths in our mouths, are no longer in their 
ears, but founding brafs, and a tinkling cymbal. 

Now, laflc your own hearts, my brethren, if this feding 
of forrow, for the little advantage you have hitherto reaped 
from fo many in&rufkions» is even known' to you 7 Doth 

that 
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that outward pomp, with which you come here, worldly 
women announce that difpofition ? Do not the. fame inde- 
cent and vain cares, which fit you for profane: ipefiacies. 
accompany you to our inftru£lions, where the world is 
condemned ? Do you make the fmallell difference there in 
your appearance? And doth it not feem, either that we 
are to announce the foolifh maxims of the theatres, or 
that you come for the fole purpofe of iiifuUing, by an 
indecent carriage, even in the eyes of the world, the holy 
maxims of the gofpel ! 

But what do I fay, my dear hearer ? Far from reproach- 
ing to yourfelves fo many truths, heard hitherto without 
fruit, alas! you are perhaps delighted at your infenfibijity ^ 
you perhaps pride yourfelves and indulge a deplorable vanu 
ty, in lifiening to us with indifference ; you perhaps con- 
fider it as giving you an air of confequence, and as a proof 
of fuperiority of mind, that what others are affeQed by» 
fhould leave you tranquil and. calm ; you perhaps make a 
vain boaft of your infenfibility. It feems, that in you it 
would be a weaknefs to be affe£led by truths, which for- 
merly triumphed over philofophers, and Caefars ; by truths^ 
evidently come down from heftven, and which bear with 
them fuch divine marks of fublimity and wifdom; hy 
truths, which do fuch hopour to man, ^nd alone worthy 
of reafon ; by truths, fo foothing and confolatory to the 
heart, and alone calculated to bellow Eternal tranquillity 
and peace. Lajily% By truths, which pix^ofe to us fuch 
gnuuUinterefis, and towards which we can nev^ be indif- 
ferent, without folly and madnefs. You vaunt the little 
fuccefs of our zeal, and that all our difcourfes le^ve you 
exa&ly as they found you ; and in declaring this, you 
think you are doing honour to your reafon. I do not fay 
to you, that you make a boaft of being in that depth of 

Vol. I. L 3 the 
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the abyfs, and iti that fbtd of repfobation which ia now aU 
flrtoft beyond rdburce» and which is worthy both of horror 
and fhy; but I fay^to fou* that the fureft and moft eftab^ 
lifted mark of a li^hf and frivolous mind, of a weak and 
limited ricafon, of an ill-formed heart, equally incapable 
of efevatioll and dignity^ ifr that of finding nothing whiclf 
ilrikest wKich ^donifheSy which fatiifies, and which in* 
cerefis you« in the wife and fablime truths of the momlity 
6f jefus Chrift. 

For the finners of another charaQer flill preferve at leaft 
fome rertiains of refpefl for, and a certain confcioufaefa 
of the truth which fubfifis with a life altogether cniniaal» 
but which is always the mark of* a good heart, of a heart 
which Rill retains a relifli for good, of a judicious realbn, 
which, thoii^h ltd away by the world and the paffioasi 
knows to do juflice to itfeifi ftiU feels the forca of thai 
truth which condemns it, and -leaves within us refources 
of falvation and repentance. Thcfc finners, at leaft, ac« 
knowledge that we are right ; they change nothing, it is 
triie, of their manners ; but the truth, at leaft, afte£ls, dif- 
curbs, agitates, and excites within them feme feeble defires of 
falvation, and hopes of a future con vcrfion ; they are forrr 
to find themfelves even too fufceptible of the terrors of 
faith ; they are alhioft afraid of liftcning to us, left thej 
lofe that falfe tranquillity, which is the only comfort of 
their crimes ; on quitting our inftru6lions, they fe«k, in 
difTipation, to enliven a fund of anxiety and fadnefs, which 
the truths they come from hearing have left in their 
foul ; they immediately hurry into the world and its plea* 
fures, with that inward fting which the word of God hath 
left in their heart, thereto feek out a foothing and deceitful 
hand which may draw it out, and which may clofe up that 
wound from which alone its cure ought to flow ; they 

dread 
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^fead tht brsikiog oi tbfjr ch^QS 1 they turn aw9y tb'eiV 
^le^A th4 they m^y not fee that light which pomes to diflurb 
fht comfort Qf their floep. . They )pye thc^r pafl^^ns, I 
fqnf^Itt b^UU )iea& du^ inrDli no( t^ie irMth;. on the 
tBontr^ry they mnder glory to fais tnigbt, by erefti^g de* 
fetieef againftit; they lare feeble 'finnerji, who* dreading 
ihtir incapability of defence ag^inil God» fly. from an4 
(bun hiip. But fpT' you, yov^ make a. vs^n-glpriouf boaft 
of liftening lo him wij^h, in4iffBffei)cey ^nd nqt drying 
him ; you find it grand and philofophical to have placed 
yourfelvef abov« all ihefe Tulgar terrors ; yqu bf li«;ye that 
^ pride of your reafon wpuld be diihonpured by any re* 
(igiouf dr^ ; aqd while, you .are intensity the meaneft 
«u) tbeipoft cowardly foul, themo^ deje^ed by the firft 
fbnger which threatens you, the n^pft .di/hea(teued by tb^ 
fmalleft pccid^n^ the V45ry fliutile*iU)ck. of «very irivolpus 
hope and fear of tb^ earM?* you pique yourfe)f upon an 
undaunted courage ag^ft the truth ; ^hat is to fay» that 
yoQ are poflefled of every thing w^ii^b is mean and vulgar 
io £?ar, and you are a^med of having that on^y portion 
qf it whieh ia dignified and reafopable ; you baye no re- 
$ftaiu:e to pSer a^nft^he world, and you make a vain 
pirade of a fenfeleb valour agai^ ^God. 

. Secoud difpofition which ought to accqmp^»iy you to 
our inilru£lions» a forrow fpr the little fruit you have 
hitherto reaped fromthem. The. laft difpofition is ^ grate- 
ful feeling tot that mean of falvation ftill provided for you 
by God, in pceferving the facred truft of the truth, and in 
continuing amid you the fucceflion of thofe miniilers, 
alone authorifed to announce to you the holy word« 

In eiTeQ, the mod terrible chaAifement with which God 
Cprmerly ftruck the iniquities of his people, was that of 

rendering 
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fendering his word rare and precious among them. As he 
faith through his prophet Amos. '* And they (hall wander 
*' from fea to fea, and from th« eaft even to the weft, 
** they ihall ran to and* fro to feek the word of the JLord, 
** and ihall not find it/' And not only he ceaTed to raife vp 
true prophets in Ifrael, but he likewife permitted £alfe 
teachers to fpring up among his people, who turned 
the tribes away from his worlhip, and prrached gods to tbem 
which their fathers had never known. 

Now, my brethren, it is a fignal mercy of God, thaC 
notwithfianding the iniquities which Teem to have attained 
to their utmoff height among you, he ftill raifeth up tojrba 
prophets and paflors, who hold out a found and faultleb 
word. It h a moft fingular prote6lion of the Lord* that 
error hath not been permitted to prevail over truth among 
us. And what have you done to merit the being thus dif- 
tinguiflied from fo many other nations ? Why is it that 
you are not involved in the fame condemnation ? Why 
have you dwelt in the happy land of Goflien, alone fbone 
upon by the lights of heaven, while all the reft of Egypt 
was inveloped in darknefs ? Is it not the fole mercy of 
God who hath marked you out from among fo many na-^ 
tions which applaud themfelves in their error ? You are 
itili under the care of your paftors ; you fUll receive froni 
their mouths the do£lrine of the apollles ; truth ftill flows 
upon you in a pure and divine ftream ; Chriftian pulpits 
ilill refound in every part with the maxims of faith and of 
piety ; and, by preierving to you the doCbine and the blef- 
lings of inftru6lion, the goodnefs of God ftill provides for 
you a tboufand means of falvation. 

Nevcrthelcfs, when you come to liften to us, do you 
bring a heart filled with gratitude ? Do you confiderasa 

fignal 
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fignal bleffing of God, the charge of the trath and of the 
holy word» which he hath preferved» and permitteth ftitt 
to be announced to you ? Do you ever fay with the pm» 
phet, ** He hath not dealt fo with any nation ; and at for 
" his judgments, they have not known them ?" 

Alas i you bring here only vanit}- and an irreligious dif. 
guft ; the mbft wearifome ot your moments are thofe 
which you employ in liftening to truths which ought to 
compofe the whole confolation of your life. We are evea 
obliged to refpefi your langours and difgufts, by often 
mingling human ornaments with the truths which is thereby 
weakened ; it would indeed appear that we come here Km 
fpeak to you for our{elves ; and you give the fame atten- 
tion to us, as you do to troublefome mendicants who are 
foliciting your favour* You have no regret for moments 
occupied by the frivolous plealuresof a profane fpefiacle; 
there alone it is that every thought of bufinefs, of fortune, 
and of family is reje£led as an intrufion, and that, all elfe 
forgotten, the mind, formed for more ferious matters, feafts 
with avidity oi||tehinierical adventures ; it is from thence 
that you always omie out occupied and delighted with the 
lafcivions maxims promulgated by a criminal theatre. You 
dwell with tranfport on thofe parts which have made the 
moft dangerous impreflions upon the heart; you come fill- 
ed with their remembrance even to the foot of the altar. 
Thefe images, fo fatal to innocence, can no longer be ef- 
faced ; while, on quitting the word, the only portion re- 
uined by your memory is perhaps the defeds of him who 
hath announced it to you. 

My brethren, God no longer puniiheth in a grievous 
manner the contempt of his word. He, no doubt, might 
ftill tranfport hisgofpel amidfl thofe barbarous nations who 

have 
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iiave ntwur hmi hii name, mi al>9n<loo anew bis h^rf t9ge : 
He mighl imw fr^iy 9<i( (>f |bf:ir deiiertA ferocipiis aod iqi^ 
fickl natibiUi aodi .deliver up to tbem our t^mplea and our 
Ittbiutippsft «9 be fgnpcrly delivered vp tbofe cburcl^ef fe 
celebrated, which tb« TurtulljeriSj the Cyperiant* tbe Au- 
guiiins, had illuftrated, and where now not a trace of Chrif- 
tianity resiains but in the infults which Jefos Chrift there 
receiver, and in th(S ihackles with which believers are there 
loaded : Hie might do it ; bpt. he avengeth himC^lf ifiprf 
fecretly, and pf rhaps ipor^ terribly. H^ l^aveth to yoi| 
flill the fpe^acle and ?11 the outward ceremony of the preach^ 
ing of the gofpel, but he turneth the whole fruit of it upon 
the fimple and ignorant inhabiraois of the country ; the ter« 
f ora of faith are no longer but for them. He no. longed 
withdraweth his propfaet3 from cities ; but he taketb away 
from them, if I may venture to fay io, the power and the 
influence of their minillry ; he ftriketh thefe holy clouda 
with drynefs and unfruitiukiefs ; he raifeth up to yoii fucb 
as render truth flowry and be^utifpl, but who do pot ren* 
der it amiable ; who pleafe, but who do not convert you ; 
be permittetb the holy terrors ot his doflrip^ to be weaken- 
ed in our mouths : he no longer draweth forth from the 
treafures of his mercy, grand charaflers like thofe raifed 
up in the ages of our forefathers, who renewed cities and 
kingdoms, who led the great and the people, and who chan* 
ged the palaces of kings into houfes of penitence : he per* 
mitteth that we, weak paen, Succeed to thefe apoftolic men. 

. What more (hall I add ? We affemble here, like Paul 
formerly in Athens, idle and curious fpeQators, whofe 
only view is that of hearing Iforaething new ; while thofe 
who perform the fun3ions of their minillry, among your 
vaflTals, fee with confolations at their feet, like Efdras for* 
Bierly, fimple Ifraelites, who are unable, to retain their 

tears 
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tears, in beafifif 6nly the wcnrds of the hwJ W« aimifiB 
the leifure andl th« idleiiefi bf [irihceft Md the {teat of the 
eainh, while, in the dottOtiy/* holy ihinillert bring forth 
Jefus Chfitt, arid teap' ft» abundant barveft > in a word^ 
we preach' ahd they edtivett.' hit thtis^ O my Ood, thai 
in fecret thou i^kercifeft* fetrfi^ abd terrible judgmemi. 

But, my brethren, why 'may not we fay here to yim^ 
what Paul and Barnabas formerly faid to the unbelieving 
Jews ? ^ It Was mscefTary chirt the Wdf^ df God fhoold firft 
«' have been tpokeh to yon ; bat ftcfing ye put it from you; 
••and judge yoDffelvefi uftworihy of everlafting Hfc, lo, 
** we turn to the gentiles." We tbatl thefeforb toiti to the 
nations hitherto abandoned^ towards thofehuitibleahd poof 
people baried in ignorance* who cultivate yifur lands, and 
who will, With faith and gratitude, receive that grace whioH 
you rejeft. Ah ! our labours would be mvch more ^vaik 
ing/ our yoke ntore ealy, bur minifiry tnoi-e donfdled ; we 
fliould not then, it i« truet tvckon among oiTr heareta 
names celebrated in biftory ; hut We would reckon the 
haijies of thofll%bo are Written in beaveh i We |[iould noi 
fee (heit^ affembled^ill th6fe titled, and fptendid ^ignitiet, 
which form the whole glbry of the world which pafleth 
away ; but we would there the faith, piety, And ihfioeencet 
which compole the whole glory of the Chriftian who eter- 
halty endureth ; wb fbould not' liear there vain applabfes 
giveil to the language of the man, and hoc to that of faith t 
but we would behold thofe tears flowing which are the 
innnortal praife of grace : our pftlpits might not indeed 
be furrounded with fo much pomp ; but our hearers would 
foe a fpe£Ucle worthy of angels, and of God. 

Such a;re tHIe difpofitionft which ought to prepare you for 
our ihllrudioris. It is neceflfary noW to inAru£l you on 
the tiind in which you ought to liften to us# 

?4.T 
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• Part II. In otder t6waktU tnftili£ling yoU ou the mind 
in which you Ought to lifi^n t6 the holy word, it is requir- 
ed only toefiablifh'at firft what are its authority and its end. 
Its authority, which is divine, demands a refp^fiful and do* 
cile mind ; its end^ which is the converfion of hearts, de- 
mands a fpirit of faith, which fearches in it only fuch lights 
as may enable it to quit its errors, and fuch remedies as 
may cure its evils. 

i/f{y, I fay that its authority is divine. Yes, my bre- 
thren, the wqrd which we announce to you is not our 
word, but the Word of him who fendeth us. From the 
iDoment that we are eftablilhed by him in the holy mtniftry; 
through iht way of a l^itimate call, he willeth that yon 
confider us as fent by him, as fpeaking to you here on 
bis part, and as only lending our weak voice to his divine 
words. We bear, it is true, that treafure in veflels of 
earth ; but it thereby Idfes nothing of its majefiy. Like 
thoie pitchers which Gideon formerly employed againft 
the ehemies of the Lord, the found may be mean and con- 
temptible ; but truth, that divine light which God hath 
placed within us, is not, from thei^e, lefs defcended 
from heaven, or deftined, like the lamps of Gideon, flill 
to ftrike with terror unfaithful fouls. 

Now, you owe, in the fir ft place, to the authority of 
this divine word, a pious docility and an attention to it, 
rather in the light of difciples^han of judges. In efTeft, 
we expofe to you the rules of worfhip and of piety, the 
decifions of the gofpel, the laws of the church, and the 
maxims of the holy. We come not here to give you our 
own opinions, our prejudices, our thoughts ; this is not a 
pulpit of controverfy, it is the place of truth ; nothing 
which can afford room for difputation ought even to find 

place 
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place iictUe pulpit •( pcaoaodof inity; wefpeikihere ia 
(he name oi the: dmrdi* and arc oalf the iaicrpretert of 
ker £utk and di her dofirincw^ 

. NeiROthdelii hcnr. loouijr of 'thofe men, fo wire in their 
own conceit, and who piifue themfelvea uponTigacity and 
reafoHf come here with a mind fet againft, and, as it were» 
talfchtiiUy upon guard agatnft all the terrors oi the holy 
ivord ! They make not a boail, like the finnefs we have 
lately mentiooed^ of beiqg calloua to all truth ; but they 
look upon our sniniftry as an art of .exaggeration and by* 
perbole ; the Inoft holy emotions of zeal are only* in their 
opinion, -fiodied tricks of human artifict; the moA awful 
ihreateniDgs, oaiy the fallies of a vaia eloquence f Af$ 
Wfnok incontrovertible naxims, only difcourfes adapted ra# 
tfaer to cnftom than to truth. Such« my biethnm, is the 
deplorable fitaation in wfai^ the greateft part of you'find 
y onrfehres lieie. You always iowaidly oppoTe to thai trutd 
which we aitnocuice the maxiais and the prejudices oC the 
world which caatradi£l it ; you are ingenious in weaken- 
if^ in your owii breaft, by fpecioUs realons, the pretend- 
ed exeefii of vi maxiais.; you ccMBe here to coaihat, and 
not to yield to the force, or to die light of truth : you 
come here» it would fieem, only in .order to enter inta 
eonteftatton with God, to invalidate the eternal immutabif 
lity of his word^ to undertake the intere&s of error 
i^nft the glory of truth, and to be the inward apologifts 
of the world and of the paffions» even in that holy place 
defiined to condemn aad to ooijibat them. Ah ! fofier 
that truth, at leafi, to triumph in its own temple ; difpute 
sot with at ihat feeble vi£tory, it which has formerly tri«> 
omphed over the whole univerfe; opprefs tt«and welcome^ 
junidft the world, and in thofe aJIrmUies of vapity which 
error coIlefU, aod where error is catbrpaedt 1$ k Aof, 
. Vptfit Mft eawghr 
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enough that you have banifhed it from the world; and that 
it dare no longer Ihew itielf without being expofed to de* 
rifions and cenfures ? Leave to us. at ieaft, the oaeiancholy 
confolation of daring SSill to publifli it in the face of thofe 
altars which it hath raifed ujp, and which ought furely.to 
ferve it, at leaft, as a place of refuge. 

You accufe us of exaggeration. Great God ! And 
thou one day wilt perhaps judge us for weakening the force 
and the influence of thy word, in confequence of not 
giving fufficient confideration to it at the feet of the altars I 
And thou wilt one day perhaps reproach us for having ac« 
commodated the holy feverity of thy gofpel to the indul* 
gences and foftenings of our age! And thou wilt perhaps 
range us one day among the workers of iniquity, becaufe 
the lukewarmnefs and negligence of our manners have 
taken from the word which we announce that terror and 
that divine vehemence which can only . be found in a 
inouth confecrated by piety and by penitence I 

How, my brethren ! The truths of falvation, fuch as 
Jefus Chrift has fet forth to us, would be incapable of 
alarming confciences, were the mind of man not to add 
extraneous terrors to them ! Paul formerly exaggerated 
then, when the Roman governor, in fpite of the pride of 
a falfe wifdom, and all the prejudices of an idolatrous 
worihip, trembled, fays St. Luke, while hearing him 
fpeak of righteoufnefs, of temperance, and of the awful 
fpedacle of a judgment to come ? Paul then exaggerated, 
when the inhabitants of cities came ftriking their breafts, 
melting in tears at his feet, and bringing into the middle 
of the public places the lafcivious or impious books, and 
all the other inftruments of their paflions, in order to make 
a facrifice of them to the Lord ? 

. You ' 
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You acctife u» of -adding additjopat terrors to the words 
of tbe . gofpel ;* but where- are the confciencA which we 
difturb ? Where are tbe finners whom we .ajajon ? Where 
ac^. the worldly fodli, who, fei zed with dread On their de- 
parture ffom our di(cQUrfes» go to conceal themfelves in 
the deepeft folitudes, and, by holy excefles-of penitence, 
to expiate the diflblutenefs of their pafi manners ? The 
i^gCff: Which have preceded us have often feen fuch exam- 
ples. Do we ever witneft fuch inflances now 7 Ah ! 
Would to God, faid formerly an holy father, that you 
could conviSrme of hating i^l^ired a CngIefouI*with thefe 
falutary terrors I Would to God, (aid he to' Tome worldly 
£^;ef of. bis time, who «ccuied him of exaggerating the 
dangers and' the comiptioii of; tb«{World» thai a 'fingle in- 
fitoce might fupport: ypurjaQfrtion!. And^Im^y.: fay tp 
you heiCK with eyeaipom Eeafon than that gsand.chara&erf 
woD^d .to Qod that the ^onC^quences^oC fo .tipfled :an in-r 
difcretiottcodU be.Qi^wn to me I, Would to God that you 
had examples with, which to reproach us, «n joiMfication 
cff your cenfures f Ah I We with pleafure would fuffer 
the bitoe, coUld buttb^ fuccefs be fhewn tops with which, 
we are r^i^oacbed f . 

Alas ! We manage only too much, perhaps, your weaE- 
nefs; we ' refpefi^ ^|>erb»p0 too. much, .'cuftpms which a 
long ulage has ccHifecrated^ in' the fear of appearing to cen* 
fure the grand examples, by Avhich they are auftborifed ; we 
dare fcsurcely fpeak of certain irregularities, left our cen- 
fures fhould appear U> fM rather on the perfons than on 
ibe vices ; we are obliged to content ourfelves yfith View- 
ing truths to you from aflur, j^hich we ought to place im- 
mediately under your.^c* ^nd even your falvation fre. 
•qu^iktly fuffers through the excefs of our precautions and 
.our timid prudence*. Wha( fhajl I fay ? Weaknefs often, 
: . extorts 
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extons fit>M 01 pniiCM, where seal might to plaM tnatlie* 
mas and ceAfam i like the world, we allow ourfelveito be 
dazzled b^ 'names Ukd titles ; that which fonnerly dficbu« 
raged the Aitibrofes intinifdates}us ; and, becaofeweoWe 
you rerped, we often keep^ back from yoa that froth 
which we ought flill more to re(\)e6l; yet, after ati thitt 
you accafe oi of exaggerating, of overftrainifig tfuthf, 
and of faffiioning fromihem pfhantomsoi oor owd'bfaiBi 
in order to alartt thofe who-liften wut. 

But, what advantage eoatd we dmW from an anrttfice lb 
tinworthy of thai friith confided to ut ? Thde overftiminod 
and puetile declaHiatvom ioighc fuk the vetlai eloquence 
of thofe 5ophi(k who, Miidthe Grecian fchools, enxioulf 
fought tb atti4^ ^ifci^les to 'tbemlblvet, hy vadming tha 
wifdom of their fefi. Bat fcff di; <tay hiethren, A f wf 
wi(h fhoaM ^ to^have it in «oiir power tb tender yoor 
t)ath'more ealy, for jfronli ihrtiffiiii frdk i&Maclea m thi 
Way. * Wheiefore (boaid ^e ^ifliearten you in the enter* 
prife of Talvation, by ftarting up chitnerical diSctilttee f It 
h our duty to rnn)Oth fuch as may aElually be found fn it, 
and to tender you an afliftinghand, in order to foftain yoor 
weaknefs. 

Meditate, my brethren, upon the law of Jefus Chrift ; 
what do I fay ? On>y open the gofpel and read ; then Ihril 
you find that we draw a veil of difcretion over the fe verity 
of its itfaxims; then, far from complainingot ourexcefles^ 
you will yourfelvea fupply the deficiencies of our lilence 
and of our foftenings, and will fay tb yourfelvea what we 
dread to fay, becaufe yoti tottid never bear k« Great 
God ! To bear his crofs ev^ry day, to defpife the worU 
atid all it contains, to live as a ftranger upon the earth, tv 
attach himfelf to thee alone> to renounce *aU which flatten 

the 



Xn WORD 01 GQD« }^f 

diefeoret, inceflafiUy to renounce bimrelf, to confider wk 
hippy tbpre who weep or who are affli&ed, bdiold the fub« 
ftaiiw oi thy holy law, and which every Chriftian under<» 
takes* O what can the human mind add to the rigour, of 
this dofirine 1 What could.we announce to you more me^ 
lancholy or ^iiore Formidable to Telf-loTe ? ConfequentIy» 
your reproaches are merely a vain language oi the worlds 
Md one pf tboTe faftions of fpeaking whiafa no one ex« 
amines* and each adopU ; your coofcieoce inwardly belies 
it; a«4 when you fpeak candidly, you eonfefs that we art 
M ike. right, and. that the gofpel is a,preacber much more 
jiavere and more ftarfnl for the worlds and for tbofe who ' 
]pve it« tlum it could be poi&ble for iis,ever to be. 

. Jirft duty wUchthe authority d the holy word exafia 
^ yosu .'na. a^ docile ipiik. 

: Areondly, yoti owe to theautliotity of this holy word a 
^rit of finccrky^ and taward application oi it to yourlelt ; 
that fls io iay« io be a TigncBoa ezaminator here of your 
owA^coofdence^ io have ineeflantly before your eyes, on 
one fide^ the fiate of your foul, and^ on ' the other, the 
taiitht tKhichrwe amionnce ; to meafure yourCHf aecordihg 
io thflftirale; ibiiearcfaintoyourfelfhy that light; to judge 
^urfetf by. dot. law; to iiften lo^ aa if jaddveflisd to yoa 
riooQ^ the holf maxioB announced to the niuUitiide ; to 
c^der yowrCstf as -alone here before JcAh Chrift, who 
^afcstoyou alone throogfa otfrmouchi ^ad who fends na 
fapne perhaps for yoa alonOr For, ny bfelhren, no oqe here 
takes to himfelf that truth which attadciatid-oohltm^s him i 
no one thinks himfelf an interefled perfonage ; it would 
ftem that mt fomaa pteBfure toourfelves phanidmsof 4he 
hrsMik for Ae pttrpeft of ponrhatingthem, add that the reaflity 
trfthatSBMrwhoiiii«reatti(d^iiMi^oreiii^kiiUnc<. The 
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lewd and diflblute perfon recognifes not himfelf in the moA 
animated and moft ftriking traits of hit paflion. The man, 
loaded with ill-acquired wealth, and perhaps with the blood 
and fpoils of the people, joins with us in deprecating that 
very iniquity in others, and fees not that he' judges himfelf; 
The courtier, confumed with ambition, and who facrifices 
confcience and integrity every day to that idol, frankly ad- 
mits of the meannefs of that paflion in his equals, and looks 
upon it as a virtue, and as a deep experience of the court 
in himfelf. Every one continually views himfelf by ccr- 
uin favourable fides, which effeQually hinder him from 
ever knowing himfelf fuch as he is. In ^'ain do we mark 
you, as I may fay, in the moft pointed manner ; you all 
ways inwardly find out fome fohened traits, which alter the 
refemblance. You whifper to yourfelf, I ain not this imn. 
And while the public makes apiplicatibn of fuch ftriking 
truths to us, we alone either fucceed in being convinced 
that they are not drawn for us, or we only find out in tliem 
the defefis of our brethren-; in our own exadeft portnufs', 
we fearch out foreign likenefles ; we are ingenious in turn- 
ing .the 'blow upon others, which truth had given to us 
alone; the malignity of the application is the only fruit 
which we reap from that pi£lure of our vices made from 
the pulpit, and we rafhly judge our brethren where we 
ought to have judged only ourfelves. And thus itis, O 
my. God! that men become corrupted, mifapply every 
thing, and that even the light of truth ieals up their eyes 
upon their own errors, and opens them only to fee in 
others either what is not, or what it ought to have kept 
entirely hid from them ! 

Such are the duties, which the authority of the holy 
word exa£ls ot you : let us now proceed to thofe attached 
to its end. lu end, my brethreni you know, is the con- 

vcrfion 



. THE WORD or GOD- Jff^ 

.yerfioB of hearts, the eflablii&inent of trtith, the deftruc- 
lion of error and offing and the fanflificationbf the name of 
Jefui Chrift ; all there is grand,' elevated, imporunt, and wor- 
thy of the mod fublime fun^ioh of the hi^acchy ; and con« 
fequently, it is from thence to be inferred,. that you ought to 
liften to us with a. refpefiful and religious fpirit»! which def*^ 
pifes not the fimjiHcity of our diicourfes, and with a fpirit, 
of faith, which feeks nothing human in it, nothing . frivo- 
lous, nothing which does not correfpond with the excel- 
lency and die dignity of its ^end. 

I fay a fpirit of religious refpe^l, which defpifes not the 
fimplijcity. of our dUcourfes ; for however enlightened yoo 
may in other refpefls be, you ought not in confequence of 
your pretended lighta, to claim a title to negle£l the inftruc- 
tions.of: the church to believers. The un£lion of the. fpirit 
will always inform you of fomething here, of which, yo# 
would perhaps, have remained ignorant. Ifpoflefled of 
that knowledge which is the caufe of pride, you will be 
Hrengtfaened in that charity which edifies. If your mind 
acquire nothing new, your heart Ihall perhaps be made to 
feel new things ; you will there at leaft learn that your 
knowledge is nothing, if you be ignorant of the fcience of 
ialyatioa';- that you are but a cloud without moiflure, ele- 
vated, it is true, above other men, by your talents, and by 
xht fuperiority of your knowledge, but empty of grace, 
and the fport- of every wind and of every paffion in. the 
fight of God; and, Iqftly^ That a fimple and pure foul, 
Aall, in. an infiant, be taught the whole in the bofom of 
God« and (hall be transformed from light to light ; while, 
on the.contrary, tfato you, after an entire life of watchings 
and ardiiotfiludy, and: the attainment of an ufelefs mafs of 
knowledge and lights, (hall jperhaps reap for your portion, 
IMily eternal datknds* . 

What 
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WbM %iiilSike» my brethren, to b&hifli yourfelTei \ 
thefe bolf aflemblieSt under pretence, that yoa already 
know enough, and likewire that you are already fufficicntly 
verfed in all the dnciet of piety, which you have long pro* 
fefled; and that Chriftian reading, and a imall degree of 
reflefiion in private, go a greater way, and are auendcd 
with more benefit, than all our dlfcourfes I But, my dear, 
bearer, if you profeia piety and righteoufnefs, what fweetcr 
confolation can you enjoy, than that of hearing the woo. 
ders of the Lord publifhed, the ordinances of his holy law, 
truths which you love and pra6lire, and of which you ought 
to wi& the knowledge to be given to all men ? What fight 
more Toothing and confoling to you, than that of yonr 
brethren aflembled here at the foot of the altar, attentive 
to the words of life, abfent from the fpeflaclcs of the worl^ 
and removed from the occafions of fin, forming ho ly dew 
Ares, opening their hearts to the voice of God, perh^ 
conceiving the premices of the holy fpirit, and the coro^ 
tnencement of their penitence, and to be enabled to joiA 
yourfctf with them, in order to obtain from the father of 
mercies, the completion in their foul of the work of falva« 
tion, which he hath begun to operate within them ? 

Not but that the moll confolatory refources are fornifbed 
to Chriftian piety, by the meditation of tiie divine writings. 
But the Lord ha:h attached graces to the power of our mi- 
niftry, and to the legitimate calling, which you will not find 
elfewhere. The moft fimplc trutas in the mouth of the 
paftors, or ot thofe who fpeak to you in their place, draw 
an efficacy from the grace of their miffion, which is not 
inherent to them ; the fame book of Ifaiah, which, when 
read from a chariot by that officer of the queen of Ethio* 
pia, was to her, as a book fealed up, and only amufed her 
leifurc without enlightening her faitb, explained by Philip^ 

infiantly 
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inftnitly became to, her a word of : life;: and of falvation. 
AiArlaftlyy Yon -owe' thin example .tp your brethren* 
thatedificatbir.to the church, that rcfpefi to the word of 
Jefui Cbrifi, that uhiiormUy to the-fpirk of j>eace and of 
unity^ which bifuls.'us together* ^.Q^t^nifhyoprfelveSp an^ 
fo much the better, from thofe profane and criminal .aiHtm^ 
blies, where piety, alas ! is always a ftranger, fufiering. 
anS^i^flirafinecl ; but hef>e: is its place^ and its home ;;thit 
i* di/e^fTemblyof the hyply, feeing it is. only, towards th^ir 
fdrfnatjoh, that our miniftry hath beenr efflabliOiedi and ftiU 

Continues to c^ndiire ia the church. . :i ; .-i: l ;. » 

• I ..•■".■'•.■•■.,■ ■ 

' '.*'<. ..'ii- ■;. J 

1 ■ ■ • 

- 1 'liavc raid, iii the fecond place, a* fpirit 'of . faitK ; and^ 
]tt'i1)is''di{ipo(ition; two others.ar^-^ompiifcd: a Joverof 
the holy wbi^, tridependent oC thelialehiiioE the maa wbA 
announces it' to you; a &%e, formed liy! religion ^ which 
epm'es not- here in fearch of -vain omaraentSi* hut of .tb^ 
folid'truths of falvation ; that is to fay, to lifteh.toit; gei.:* 
ther with a fpiflt of ceiifdrf, hot with a fpirit of curiofuy.. 

• And, in eflFeCl, your love of theHroidrof Jefus.Ghrift 
otigfat to render ybv blind, as I may fa^i, ta the defefls oC 
thofe 'who announce it to you ; in'a tnoutli ieven rude annjl 
unpolifhed; you ought to find it lovely, divine, and wor.-> 
thy of all youc homage ; ia whatever Ihape. it be.'prefent- 
ed to you, decked with pompous ornaments, or fun pie 
and neglefied, provided that its celeftial traits are ftill to be 
recognifed, it preferves the fame rights over your he^rUf 
And indeed, \i any poftion of its fanAity lofi by pafling 
through lefs brilliant, and lefs copious channels ? Did the 
holy word of the Lord lofe any thing of its dignity, whe^ 
ther he formerly gave it out, from a bufh, mean anddefpi-i 
cable to the Hght, or from a cloud of glory ; whether he gave 

Vol. I. N 3 out 
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out his oracles in the tnidft of the defi?rt» and in t tabenacle 

covered with the Ikins of animals; or in the temple of SUo^ 

mon, the moft magnificent which hath everbeen raiftd sifi 

to the glory of his name ? And did the fiith of Ifrael make amy 

diftinQIon, when it Was the fame Lord who erenr vrfaisro 
fjMke ? 

Neverthelefs,' how few among all thofc who liftea tp;i», 
who do not conftitute tfaemfelves judges and cenfurerp-of 
the holy word ! They come here merely for the purpofe of 
deciding on the merit of .thofe who announce it, of dsawif 
ing foolifli comparifonsy of pronouncing on the difference 
o! the lights and of thq inftru&ions ; they think it an ho- 
JMurthe beiiig difficult to pleafe; they pafs witbotit.atten* 
tion over the moft ftriktng truths, and which might be of 
the moft efiisntial benefit to all;* i^id the only fruit reaped 
l^y them from a Chriftian difcourfe, is confined to tbemi* 
ferable pride of having, better than any othe^^remarl^editi 
defefis. This is fo truly thet cafj?, that we may with juAio^ 
apply to the greateft part of our hearers what Jofeph, be- 
come the preCerver of Egypt, faid, through pure artifice, 
to his brethren : Jt is not to feek food that you are <comc 
here ; it is as fpies, to fee ttie nakednefs of the land. It is 
not to nourifh yourfelves with the bread of the vord^ or to 
feek afli (lance and efficacious remedies for your evils, that 
you come to liften to us ; it is in order to find out caufe 
for applying fome vain cenfures, and to fliew your {kill in 
remarking our defcfts; which dcfeSs are perhaps a terri- 
ble puniihment upon you of the Lord, who, in confer 
quence of your crimes, refufeth more accomplilhed la-^ 
bourers in his vineyard, who would have been enabled to 
recai you to tepcnunce« 

But 
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. Sttt cindidly, my bretliren, boyevcr Vreak our tangtuge 
mif be, do we not alwa)rs fay eooiigh to overthrow you, 
to difl^Mte your errors, and to make you inwardly confcfs 
imgularitiet which 701a ara unable to juftify to yourfelvct t 
Ara fuch fubUme talenu required to tell you that fornica- 
ton, exkortionen, and men witboufcteercy. (hall never en- 
ter Che kingdom of God; that unlefs yqu become penitent 
yotilntt perilb ; and that it mattera liule to become maf- 
let :of the whole world,, if yon thereby lofe your foul 7 li 
it not) in fM&j that very fimplicity which conftitutes the 
whole foroe, and gives fuch energy to tbefe divine truths f 
And ought they to be lefs alarming to the criminal foul, 
though in the mouth of the moll obfcure individual of the 
ittmiftry ? 
• 

And befidci, granting that it were hcce permitted us to 
Meommend ourfelves, as the apofile formerly laid to on- 
grateful believers, more attentive to cenfure the fimplicilf 
•of his appearance and of his language, and, as be fays him- 
4elf, his contemptible figure in the eyes of men, than 
itiMiched with the endlels fatigues and dangers which he 
lifid fumiowitrd, iaorderto announce to them the go£- 
pel, and to convert them to truth ; were it permitted, we 
might fay to you, my brethren, we fufiain, folely on your 
^accoutt, the whole weight of a painful and laborious mi- 
mftry ; our catcis« our watchings, our prayers, the endlefa 
foiltngf which qualify us for, and accompany u$ in thefe 
'Chriftian pulpiu, have no other obje£l but that of your 
-Mvatton. O do not our pains entitle us at lead to your 
reipeft and gratitude ? Is it poffibk that thai zeal whicb buf- 
fers alU in order to fecure your falvation, can ever be. 
-toait the melanddely iubjeS of your derifions and cen- 

fures? 
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fures ? Dettnnd of Crod, good and well, that, for the^lory 
of the church and for the honour of his goTpel, he raiff^up 
to hit people labourers powerful in fpeecb. of ihott 9^en 
whom the fole unfiipn of the fpirit of. God. renders ner- 
Tous and eloquent, and who announce the goTpeJ. in.« 
manner worthy of ifs' elevation and faulty. But like 
wife dekaand, that, when we happen therein to Eail» your 
faith may fupply the deficiencies of our:di{courfes; jfcbat 
your piety may render to truth, in your own hearts, tbaft 
which it lofes' in our mouths ; and that, through your un- 
righteous dillailes, you force not the miniliers of the gof« 
pel to have recourfe, in order to pleafe you, to the .vain 
artifices and colouring of an human eloquence, to flune 
rather than to inftrufl, and, like the Ifraelites formerly* to 
go down to the Philiftines to fharpen their inftruments, 
deftined folely to cultivate the earth ; I mean to fay, to 
feck in proEane learning, or in the language of an hofiiie 
world, foreign ornaments to embellilh the fimpUcity of the 
gofpel ; and to give to inftruments, and to ulents deflined 
to increafe, to multiply, and to flrengthen the holy feed, « 
vain brilliancy and a fubtlety which blunt- iu energy and 
its virtue, and which fubflitute a falfe fplendor in the 
place of truth and zeaL 

And now, my brethren, behold the laft fault inimical to 
that fpirit of faith ; it is a fpirit of curiofity. You do not 
fufliciently diftinguifli the holy gravity of our miniftry 
from that vain and frivolous art which has nothing in view 
but the arrangement of the difcourfe and the glory of elo- 
quence ; you aflift at our difcourfes with the fame view as 
Auguflin, ftill a finner, did in former times at ^hofe of 
Ambrofe. It was not, fays that illuflrious penitent, in or- 
der 
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der to Itvm from the mouth of the man of God the fecrets 
pCi eternal Ulc, which I had fo long fought, nor the defire 
of findipg in them remedies for the (bamcfui and inveterate 
¥foands.of my foolt and which tho'ui O my God I alone 
art acquainted with ; it was ki order to examine whether 
his eloquence .correfponded with Us great reputation, and 
if his difcourfes warranted the unbounded applaufes which 
his hearers bellowed upon him. The truths which he an« 
flounced inlerefied me not ; I was moved only by the beao^ 
ty and the charms of the difcourfe. 

And fuch is flill, at prefent, the deplorable (ituation of 
far too many believers who liften to us ; who, like Auguf- 
tin, loaded with crimes and lettered with the mod fliaroeful 
paflions, far from coming here to feek remedies for their 
evils, come in fearch of vain ornaments, which amufe 
without curing the affli£led, which are the means of our 
pleafix\g the (inner, but have not influence towards making 
the finner difpleafed with himfelf. They come here, it 
.would appear, to fay to us what the inhabitants of Baby* 
Jon formerly faid to the captive Ifraelites, '^ Sing usone ot 
** the fongs of Zion." They come in fearch of harmony 
and delight, in the ferious and important truths of the mo« 
rality of Jefus Chrift ; in the fighs of the forrowful Zion, 
captive in a ftrange land ; and require of us that we flatter 
the ear while.publifhing the threatenings and the rigid max- 
ims of the gofpel. 

O you who now liften to me, and whom this difcourfc 

•regards, TfiRt&. for 91 moment, I entreat of you, upon ^DU^ 

felves; your caf(p is, as it were, defperate in the eyes ol 

God ; your wounds, become virulent through their long- 

(landing 
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MxAilngf no longer leave almoft a hope of corie; yotirevib 
prers, time is ihort ; God, w^ried with having fo long 
iKJftie with you, is at laft on the point of ftriksng wd o£ 
rorprifing you : behold the etertial miforiei which we fore« 
tell to you, and which happen every day to your equala. 
Vou are not far diflant lorm the fulfilment; we fiiew yoa 
Che terrible fword of the Lord fufpended over your head, 
and ready to fall upon you ; and far from fbudderiog M 
the afterpart of your deftiny, Or taken any meafurei to 
avoid the impending blow, you childifhiy amufe yourfeives 
in examining whether it (bine and have a luftre ; and you 
fearch, even in the terrors of the prediAion, for the pue- 
rile beauties of a vain eloquence. Great God f How dcf- 
picable and worthy of derifion doth the finner appear 
wlien we view him through thy light ? 

• For, my brethren, are we then here upon a profane tri- 
bunal, tor the purpofe of courting with artificial words 
Uie fulTrages of an idle aflembly, or in a Cbriflian pulpit, 
^kid in the place of Jefus Chrift, to inftrufi, to reprove, 
and to fan£lily you in the name, and under the eyes of 
him who fends us ? Is it here a difpute for worldly fame, 
an idle exercifc oi the faculties, or the moft holy and the 
taoft important miniftrv of faith ? O why do you come to 
loiter away with our feeble talents, or to (eek human qua- 
lifications where God alone fpeaketh and a£leth ? Are not 
the humblcA inftruments the moft fuitable to the mighti- 
nefs of his grace ? Do not the walls of Jericho fall when 
he pleafeth, at the found ot the weakeft trumphets ? O 
wfaM matters it to us that we pleafe, if we do not change 
you 7 Of what confequence is it to us the being eloquent, 
if you continue always finners ? What fruit can we reap 

from 
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from your applaufes ; if you reap none yourfelvet from our 
inftnifiions ? X)ur only praife, our only glory is the efiab- 
lifliment of the reign of God in your hearts ; your tears 
alone, much rathif than your applaufes, can prove our 
eulogium ; and we covet no other crown than yourfelves,. 
and your eternal falvation. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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